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You don’t want to miss our 29th Annual Texas 
Storytelling Festival. Come listen to stories, learn 
through our engaging workshops and enjoy the 
humor and inspiration these stories bring. Go to  
www.tejasstorytelling.com to hear Elizabeth Ellis, 
the festival artist director, personally welcome 
each and every one of you to the festival this year.

Our featured tellers Penninah Schram, Angela 
Lloyd, Tim Couch and Janice Del Negro will 
come together for four spellbinding concerts 
throughout the festival. They will be joined by 
a host of other regional storytellers to enchant 
audiences with tales from close to home and 

around the world. Other highlights include ghost 
stories on Thursday night, evening concerts for 
adults on Friday and Saturday, a family concert 
and activities for kids, fringe concerts to stretch 
the storytelling envelope, workshops for both 
beginning and advanced storytellers, and sacred 
tales on Sunday morning from diverse spiritual 
traditions. Penninah Schram will present a master 
class on Sunday morning entitled “Journeys 
through Midrash, Biblical Texts and Storytelling”. 
Many of the concerts will be interpreted for the 
deaf thanks to our sign language interpreters Kate 
Lauder, Joel Hill and Libby Tipton.
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ANGELA LLOYD
A matchmaker of spoken word and music, 

Angela Lloyd draws on world folktales, oral tradition, 
original works and the best in children’s literature 
to showcase her delightful style and impeccable 
timing. Her whimsical braid of poetry, story and song, 
accompanied by washboard, auto-harp, ukulele and 
bells, make her a favorite of audiences nationwide.

TIM COUCH
Tim Couch’s heartfelt and thought-provoking 

storytelling helps us find answers to the big questions 
we all have in common. A gentle compassion is 
evident in his empathy towards the characters in his 
stories and shows why Tim has been featured in such 
diverse venues as the State Fair of Texas and the Crow 
Collection of Asian Art.

JANICE DEL NEGRO
In stories that range from the lyrical to the maca-
bre, Janice Del Negro’s riveting repertoire appeals to 
listeners of diverse ages and experience and has been 
applauded from coast to coast. Her award-winning 
books include a collection of supernatural tales for 
young adults, an ALA Notable picture book and the 
indispensable Storytelling: Art and Technique. 

PENINNAH SCHRAM
Peninnah Schram draws deeply from the Jewish 

oral tradition, sharing folk tales, legends and parables 
in a graceful captivating style all her own. Founding 
director of the Jewish Storytelling Center in New York 
City, her book Jewish Stories One Generation Tells 
Another is a staple in the libraries of storytellers across 
the country.

Featured Tellers Festival Updates
Master Class

Peninnah Schram will lead us through a 
participatory workshop on Sunday from 8:00 am to 
11:00 am. This unique workshop is open to everyone. 
It is an exciting addition to the festival. 

Journeys through Midrash, Biblical Texts  
and Storytelling

Midrash is the imaginative interpretive process 
that brings/thrusts us into a dialogic relationship with 
text. Using biblical texts as the springboard, storyteller 
Peninnah Schram will involve the participants in 
interweaving four themes of Journeys into their 
personal, family and community lives. Through non-
threatening exercises, the participants will use their 
creative imaginations to search out their connected 
stories and weave a tapestry of tales that help enhance 
the connections between ourselves, our families and 
our journeys.

Tailspinner Party
The Talespinner Party will be held on Saturday 

night. Dinner and drinks will be served. The caterer 
takes into consideration the needs of vegan and 
vegetarian diets. Join us for this lively gathering of 
storytellers and story lovers. Tickets can be purchased 
in advance.

Silent Auction
Bring items to the festival to donate to the 

silent auction. Help TSA raise funds while you 
clear away clutter. Contact Sara Easter the Silent 
Auction Coordinator at seaster@dishmail.net or 
940-567-3660. 

Lodging
Reserve your room now at Hampton Inn and 

Suites. Deadline is February 13, 2014 for the following 
rates.  King or Queen (2 beds) guest rooms are 
available at the special rate of $70.00 plus tax per 
night. Queen Studio Suites are available for $80 
plus tax. Call 1-800-HAMPTON or make your hotel 
registration online at http://tinyurl.com/lflwlmx.

Sponsors
We want to thank our sponsors who make The 

Texas Storytelling Festival possible. The City of 
Denton, the City of Denton Parks and Recreation 
Department, the Denton Benefit League, the Greater 
Denton Arts Council, the Arts Guild of Denton, 
the Texas Commission on the Arts, the National 
Endowment of the Arts, TSA members, and our 
business and community partners.
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Festival Schedule
Events to be interpreted for the deaf are marked on the schedule with . However, arrangements can be 

made to have any portion of the event signed by sending a request to tsa@tejasstorytelling.com or calling 940-
380-9320 (V).

Thursday, March 6

7:00-9:15 pm Goosebumps and Graveyards – Ghost Stories  

Friday, March 7

9:00-10:30 am Opening Concert  

10:45-12:15 Morning Concert Workshop A Workshop B  

12:15-1:15 Lunch and Story Swaps

1:15-2:00 John Henry Faulk Concert

1:15-2:45 Workshop C Workshop D   

2:15-3:15 Janice Del Negro in Concert 
“Journeys End in Lovers’ Meeting: True Love and Vagabonds”

3:15-3:45 Social

3:45-4:45 TSA Membership Meeting

5:00-6:00 Rising Star Concert

6:00-7:30 Supper On Your Own

7:00-7:30 Pre-Show Music with Sleepy Creek

7:30-10:00 Evening Concert of Featured Tellers 
Presentation of Marvin Brown Volunteer Award

Saturday, March 8

9:00-10:30 Family Concert featuring Angela Lloyd 
Kids Day Activity

Workshop E Workshop F

10:45-12:15 Liars Contest Workshop G Workshop H Kids Day Activity

12:15-1:30 Lunch and Story 
Swaps

Affiliate Guild Meeting Kids Day Activity  

1:30-3:00 Afternoon Concert Workshop I Workshop J Kids Day Activity

3:15-4:45 Workshop K Workshop L Fringe Concert  

5:00-7:00 Talespinner Dinner and Silent Auction

7:00-7:30 Pre-Show Music with David Goodroe

7:30-10:00 Evening Concert of Featured Tellers   
Presentation of John Henry Faulk Award

Sunday, March 9

8:00-9:00 Labyrinth Walk with Jay Stailey

9:30-11:00 Sacred Tales Concert  Master Class with Peninnah Schram

11:30-1:00 Closing Concert with Featured Tellers  
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TSA  Annual Membership
	  $35.00  Individual             $60.00  Family                 $75.00  Organization ________________________________________(Name)   
	 	 	   $10.00  Youth - 18 years or younger       
                  Total Membership ............... $ _______
Full Festival Tickets 
           (Early Bird)  Before February 15           (Regular ) After February 15
	 TSA Member    $60.00     $95.00

 Non-Member    $95.00   $130.00

                Total Full Festival Tickets ..............$ _______

Registration Options (per ticket)
 Note: Youth activities are free for children.  Parents who accompany youth may attend youth activities at no cost 
           but must buy tickets to attend other festival concerts or workshops. 

     One-day Tickets, either Friday or Saturday, members    ____ @ $45.00.............$ _______
	 	 	   One-day Tickets, either Friday or Saturday, non-members    ____ @ $55.00.............$ _______
	 	 	   Individual Concert Tickets, day or evening                   ____ @ $10.00 .........  $ _______
	 	 	   Individual Workshop Tickets                         ____ @ $15.00 ............ $ _______
	 	 	   Master Class Tickets (Not included in Full Festival Tickets)   ____ @ $50.00   ........... $ _______
	 	 	   * Talespinner Dinner Tickets (Not included in Full Festival)  ____  @ $25.00 ........... $ _______
	 	    * Box Lunch Total  (Not included in Full Festival Tickets)    ____ @ $10.00  ........... $ _______
            Registration Option Total  . . . . . . $ ______
Total Amount Paid (Total of Membership, Full Festival Tickets and/or Registration Options). . . . . $ ______    

Texas Storytelling Festival
March 6-9, 2014

Denton Civic Center, 
Denton, Texas

Tejas Storytelling Association
PO Box 2806

Denton, Texas 76202
www.tejasstorytelling.com

1st person _______________________________________________________ _____________________________
     
2nd Person _________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________
Please print names as you wish them to appear on name tags.     Contact phone for each person.

 ______________________________________________________________        ______________________________ 
 Name                    Phone
 ______________________________________________________________         ______________________________
 Address                    Cell
 ______________________________________________________________         ______________________________
 City/State/Zip                   Email
	   Enclosed is my check for $_________ made payable to Tejas Storytelling Association
 Please charge my  Master Card      Visa       American Express      Discover
 Name on card ____________________________________  Card number:  __________________________

 Expiration date: ___________            Signature _____________________________________ 
  Mail:    Tejas Storytelling Association, PO Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202
  Fax: 940-380-9329.  Please include credit card information, if applicable.
  Download:  Download this application or Register Online at www.tejasstorytelling.com  
  Refunds:  There will be no refunds after March 1, 2014

*Food Options         Please figure food order amounts and add totals to registration form above.
Talespinner Dinner includes Beer/Wine reception & Fajita Buffet. Vegetarian Option is grilled vegetables. Flour and corn tortillias provided.  
 Talespinner Dinner Tickets:  _______ Regular  ______ Vegetarian   ($25.00  per ticket)      Talespinner Total: $ _________
 Box Lunches (full descriptions: www.jasonsdeli.com)  ($10.00 per box lunch)       Box Lunch Total:   $ _________
  1) Nutty Mixed-up Salad Box (Contains chicken and cheese - may request toppings on side)
  2) Croissant Club Box (Contains ham, turkey, bacon, cheese, and bread) 
  3) Zucchini Grillini (Vegetarian as is, may request Vegan.)
Friday Box Lunch Order: 1st Person ________________________ Saturday Box Lunch Order: 1st Person ______________________
                               2nd Person ________________________                2nd Person ______________________

RegForm1-7-14B



5 

2013-2014 TSA  
Governing Board

Waynetta Ausmus, President 
waynetta@luckymeranch.com 
Richard Nash, Vice President 
thedigitalcoyote@gmail.com

Nancy Self, Secretary 
nself42@gmail.com 

Abbie Ryan Randolph, Treasurer 
abbie.randolph@yahoo.com 

Judy Berry 
jmberry44@hotmail.com

Marian Fleischmann 
marianf44@gmail.com

Reagin Hults 
rfhults@hultsgroup.com

Valerie Kimble 
kimblevalerie@yahoo.com

Sharon Manning 
books2921@aol.com

Gary Patton 
garypattonlaw@sbcglobal.net

Consuelo Samarripa 
asconsuelo@hotmail.com

Paula Schlegel 
paula.schlegel@yahoo.com

Larry Thompson 
larrythompson@ureach.com

Dru Woods 
druwoods@yahoo.com 

Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a  

non-profit organization dedicated to 
fostering the appreciation of storytelling 
as an oral tradition, a performing art,  

and an educational tool.

PHONE: 940-380-9320

President’s Column

From the Lucky Me Ranch
There’s something exciting about a new year. The word hope comes to 

mind; possibilities. It’s like opening a new book that has never been read. 
And yet it’s hard to look ahead to the New Year without looking back at 
the previous one. In doing that, we often start thinking of resolutions. 
This year instead of writing down resolutions I’m writing down my dreams 
or aspirations. Thomas Jefferson once said, “I like dreams of the future 
better than history of the past.” 

I like that…I’ve always been a daydreamer; used to get in trouble at 
school for daydreaming. While I was supposed to be doing multiplication 
or division I would be riding the most beautiful paint horse across the 
Osage Hills near my home…in my mind. And then I’d hear my teacher 
say, “Waynetta, are you daydreaming”? I still daydream…sometimes still 
about horses.

Stories deal with daydreaming, imagination…but they also deal with 
the past. I love “memory stories” like the stories that I played on my 
radio shows again this year, Papa Joe Wesley and the Bell, Jacob and the 
Sweet Potato and Miss Maude told by Doc Moore. Then there’s Katheryn 
Tucker Windham’s story of Christmas Narcissus.

Stories “looking back”…So maybe like me, you might be gathering up 
your own memory stories for this next year to share with your storytelling 
guild or around the kitchen table or maybe just around the barn with the 
critters.

Hope your new year is bright with hope and dreams and filled with 
stories to share. 

From the Lucky Me Ranch the critters and I wish you a very Happy 
New Year and happy storytelling.

 

Waynetta, from the Lucky Me Ranch

waynettawwr@yahoo.com

903-890-8061
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Girl Scouts and Storytellers!
On Saturday, November 9th, the Houston 

Storytellers’ Guild working with the San Jacinto 
Council of the Girl Scouts presented a Storytelling 
Festival in the form of multiple workshops for girls 
from Daisy Scouts through Junior Scouts. Thirty-five 
girls with some parents and leaders had a full day of 
fun and learning all about the art of storytelling. 

The event was held at the Girl Scouts’ wonderful 
facility. The event was coordinated by Sheila Phillips 
for the Guild and Melinda Gaskill for the Girl Scouts. 
Workshops were presented by Judy Allton, Sally 
Goodroe, Jere Pfister, Hank Roubicek and Larry 
Thompson. Assisting were Susan Gallagher and Kay 
Tobola. It was so successful that a second similar 
event is planned for the spring.

Mesquite Storytellers
The Mesquite Storytellers of Abilene held a “yarn 

competition” in November.

The MSTYC was a competition for college 
age students.  The preliminaries were held at the 
respective schools.  Four students from McMurry 
University and four students from Cisco College then 
competed in front of an audience of 150 or more 
ticket buyers. They were judged by independent judges 
and monetary prizes were given.   Another one of the 
Abilene Universities has indicated they want to be 
involved in future MSTYC programs held by Mesquite 
Storytellers of Abilene.

Tall Tales and True
The North 40 Storytellers’ 

Guild hosted “Tall Tales and 
True” with Donna Ingham, an 
afternoon of workshops and an 
evening concert on Saturday, 
November 9, at the Heritage 
Farmstead in Plano. 

What a success! Donna was 
suburb! Twenty-four workshop 
participants benefited from Donna’s workshops, 

“Finding the Prompt” and “Good for 
a Laugh”. After the supper and lots 
of good visiting outside in the Pole 
Barn with more in attendance, Donna 
delivered stories entertaining and 
thought-provoking. 

The initial idea for this event grew out of the 
knowledge that the Doc Moore Education Fund was in 
place. What a great opportunity for our Guild to come 
together to produce the day/evening event and even 
create and host a $5 chili/soup dinner! Thanks again, 
to the Tejas Board for awarding us the travel monies 
for Donna from the Doc Moore Education Fund.

Prior to the event North Forty 
Storytellers are gathered. Left 
to right: Gene Perkins, Janis 
Nasseri, Era Akers, Dean 
Keith, Minetta Smith.

Afternoon break: TSA Board 
Members  Consuelo Samarippa 

and Sharon Manning plus 
Maryann Clarke, Peggy Helmick-

Richardson, Betsy Mosier, Era 
Akers, and Regina Matthews

Guild News

What’s Happening Around Texas?
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DSG celebrates JFK in Dallas
The Dallas Storytelling Guild knows a good idea 

when it hears one! So when board member Julia 
Gibson suggested the group combine Tellabration 
with all of the John F. Kennedy 50th anniversary events 
going on around Dallas, the group was savvy enough 
to respond with a “Let’s do it!” The agreed on name 
for the program was JFK in Dallas: Stories from Nov, 
22, 1963 and it was held Friday, Nov. 15.

Co-producers Julia and Paul Porter made 
arrangements with David Card to host the event at 
his long-time Dallas folk music venue Poor David’s 
Pub. The storytellers lined up for the evening from 
Dallas Storytelling Guild were members Traphene 
Hickman (who was waiting for the President and First 
Lady to arrive at Market Hall for a luncheon) and 
Richard Nash (who went with his family to greet JFK 
and Jacqueline when they arrived at Love Field), with 
president Tim Couch emceeing. 

Guest storytellers that night were David Card 
(who is involved in a legal battle over ownership of Lee 
Harvey Oswald’s tombstone), popular folksinger Lu 
Mitchell (who left work to watch the motorcade go 

by and later wrote a song about her experience that 
day), Jim Jenkins (whose family’s sign compelled JFK 
to stop the motorcade during the drive through Dallas 
in order to shake hands with all of them) and Pat Hall 
(who at age 11 personally knew Lee Harvey Oswald 
because he was living in her grandmother’s boarding 
house in Oak Cliff at that time—the same boarding 
house she owns today).

Thanks also go to board member Paulette Cooper 
for arranging to have her friend Dr. Robert McClelland 
be on hand to share his unique story as well. Professor 
Emeritus of Surgery for UT Southwestern Medical 
Center, Dr. McClelland was one of Kennedy’s two 
attending physicians at Parkland Hospital’s emergency 
room that day.

In addition, Julia arranged for local Dallas Folk 
Music Society members John McCrady, Fred Moss, 
Diane McCollum and Jim Calhoun to perform folk 
music that was popular in 1963. The group performed 
several times during the evening, and the audience 
needed little encouragement to join in.

Storytellers of the High Plains
Storytellers of the High Plains performed stories 

as part of the Panhandle Plains Historical Museum’s 
Christmas Open House on Dec. 6 and 7.  Tellers 
performing included Paula Schlegel, Trudy Hanson, 
Judy Carter, Carolyn Baum, and a group of students 
from WTAMU’s Storytelling Class performed a puppet 
show, “Santa’s Reindeer.”

Tellabration San Antonio! 
For the third year in a row, Franklin Park Senior 

Living Community partnered with us by providing 
space, local promotion, and refreshments. The 
audience of some 80 listeners included many residents 
as well as a good number of students from UTSA as 
well as friends and story-lovers of all ages in between. 
Mark Babino, Elder Stone, Jamie Blount, Jane 
McDaniel, Ryan McPherson, David Thompson, Judy 
Dockrey Young, and Richard Young entertained with 
funny, inspiring and downright wild tales; Mary Grace 
Ketner served as emcee, and Barbara Brisco facilitated 
arrangements with Franklin Park.

We’re so proud of our new brochures, designed 
by President Ryan McPherson! Look for them on the 
display table at the Texas Storytelling Festival.

Guild News...continued
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Editor’s Note: Fred Peters was born in Wellington, TX and lived near Tulsa, OK for 30 
years. He’s a man without a country in some ways, but he’s anchored by a fine base from 
4-H as a youth and he made a living until recently as a supply clerk at American Airlines. 
After retirement, Fred spent some time in Alaska on driving tour buses! Now he’s back in 
Texas, sharing tales, and becoming a fine TSA storyteller.

Who is TSA

TSA: Do you come from a long line of storytellers? 

FP: No and yes. All my family are great storytellers. 
I realize that I have a wonderful legacy – Cowboys, 
Indians (Kiawah and Choctaw ) and wonderful ladies, 
all of which were great storytellers with words and 
song. They all learned to entertain themselves.

When I was about 10, Mom took Dad and myself 
to the living room and announced: “you will have to 
take this boy with you to the shop.” So I was exiled 
to the salvage yard (South Side Salvage) we worked a 
little, ate and drank a little, and talked a lot. Everyone 
that came into the shop had a story and most had two 
or three - many of which I still remember. So early on I 
watched, listened, learned to cuss (I didn’t know what 
most of it meant) but I learned – from a very long line.

TSA: We’ve seen you with a great, big walking stick 
at festivals – what’s the storytelling connection to that 
shillelagh?

FP: First, it’s not a walking stick it’s a “talking 
stick.” It’s a history and a discipline stick (no I don’t 
beat the kids with it). This is one of the stories I tell 
at the tipi. It’s a part of our national history, but it’s 
being lost. I was given it in Jamestown, VA; one of my 
ancestors was a captain there. The talking stick was 
given to us by the natives, and is still practiced today. 
It’s also called a “filibuster” – guess you’ll have to 
come to the tipi for the “rest of the story.” 

TSA: What kind of stories are you drawn to most?

FP: It seems that most of the time it’s triggered by 
another teller or I’m asked for a special one. I try to 
tell true stories; and I like historical, star stories, Native 
American tales (that were given to me), and family, 

treasure, tornado, Bigfoot, ghost, and rattlesnake… 
Just about whatever is needed.

TSA: Who has influenced your storytelling over time? 

FP: Retirement, mom and a lady storyteller. Let 
me explain – on July 21st, I turned 50 and 10 days 
later I turned 55 and retired from American Airlines. I 
worked In the accounting department (no I’m not an 
accountant) as an inventory counter. I worked directly 
with the computer folks as a “beta” tester, and when 
the “IRS” approved a new computer program and I 
no longer had a job, [American Airlines] made me an 
offer I could not refuse. Add 5 years to my age and 5 
years to my seniority. I moved back to my home town 
Wellington, TX as planned.

Mom said – “It’s about time you found a job.” I 
went to work for Princess Cruise Lines in Alaska telling 
and driving a tour bus. One day after my bus tour 
shift a lady from Texas said: “you’re a pretty good 
storyteller!” So I came back to Texas, found a guild, 
and started refining my craft. I was asked two years 
ago to join the tipi tellers – there I discovered that kids 
want to hear our [native] stories. 
TSA: What steps do you take to learn or create a new story?

FP: Wish I was smart enough to come up with a 
neat acronym. There are stories happening around us 
all the time.

Watch: the world tells us what we need to know.

Ask: there is always someone that wants to tell. 
Some you may not like or use, but ask.

Listen: “he that has ears let him hear...”
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Who is TSA...continued from Page 8

Pass it on: tell it as soon as possible so you can 
remember it. Wouldn’t hurt to write it down. And 
sometimes you have to clean it up.

My momma could and would talk to a fence 
post and get answers. I talk or better yet observe the 
animals – maybe that’s where I get my interest in 
stories.

TSA: Where do you see your storytelling going in the future?

FP: Well I’m not sure where I’m going. I’ve kinda 
turned loose and let life take me on an adventure. I’d 
love to make a little ice cream money, however, it is my 
hope I can pass some of my stuff on to someone that 
can do the same. I’ve been working on a number of 
books. Maybe that way they can be passed on.

The first one will start as a children’s book: “I was 
invited to a special wedding! Now so have you.” 

Hope to have it out by the 4th of July. 

One in the works is unnamed as of yet. I’m 
collecting stories about the 100th meridian (where 
i was raised) that’s the line on the east side of the 
panhandle of Oklahoma and Texas. I hope to put a 
hard copy about all the stories I know; guessing that is 
near 800 stories. That may take more than one book.

Also I will still be collecting stories from now 
on and help as many folks to find their stories and 
tell them and I’m making every effort to become a 
champion Texas Liar – guess I’ll have to stop telling 
the truth!

Teller Twitter 
Feeds 

Not Twittering yet? Check out these storytellers 
and many more at www.twitter.com. Imagine a 
storyteller completing and entire thought in less than 
140 characters!

@StorytelllerMike –

“Bet there’s a math equation that can tell how 
many kids a person has by measuring the amount of 
Cheerios on the floor of their car.”

“Thank God I still have 20 days to achieve my goal 
of ‘going to the gym in 2013.’”

@billepp4real –

“I’m oddly proud when I spell a word so wrong 
that spellchecker has no suggestions.”

 “Had to explain the difference between ‘resume’ 
and ‘alibi’ to my kids. Need to consider what else I’ve 
left out, and where it may lead.”

@bobsmileycomic -

“Last week I threw a psychic party and nobody 
came. Man...I knew that was going to happen!”

“For all those that will say in the next month 
‘How did Bob get that fat?’ the answer is my mom’s 
Butterfinger pie. Happy Thanksgiving!”

If stories come to you, care for 
them. And learn to give them 
away where they are needed. 
Sometimes a person needs a story 
more than food to stay alive.  
—Barry Lopez, in Crow and 
Weasel
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P.O. Box 2806 
Denton, TX 76202

940-380-9320

tejasstorytelling.com

Tejas Teller Newsletter
The Tejas Teller is published by the Tejas Storytelling Association and distributed to TSA 
members on a bi-monthly basis.

Larry Thompson, Editor
Karen Wollscheid, Production/Graphics
Rosemary Davis, Graphics
Paul Porter, Photographer
Sheila Phillips, Guild News Editor
Mary Grace Ketner, NSN News Contributor
Kim Lehman, Festival Contributor
Waynetta Ausmus, Columnist
Elizabeth Ellis, Columnist

General news items or inquiries can be sent to the Editor at larrythompson@ureach.com

Guild News items should be sent to Sheila Phillips at zoolady@airmail.net. 

Submission deadline is the last day of the month that preceds the next print cycle.

The Tejas Teller is distributed electronically to TSA Members. If you want a printed copy 
of the newsletter mailed to you, please send a request to Karen Wollscheid, newsletter 
production, at membership@tsastorytelling.com.

News from NSN

Kansas City, Here We Come!
Since 2008, the National Storytelling Network has 

been seeking a centrally-located city with an airport 
hub and a vibrant arts community to which to more 
our offices. After careful exploration and study, we’ve 
selected Kansas City! 

By year-end 2015, NSN headquarters will be 
located on Mid-Continent Public Library’s Woodneath 
Campus in Kansas City North.  During the transition, 
the NSN staff and office in Tennessee will continue 
administering NSN’s established programs while 
new offices are prepared in an historic home being 
adapted for reuse as the Woodneath Story Center. 
The campus is on a 33-acre historic farm that the 
MCPL is developing in partnership with The Nature 
Conservancy. Even after the physical move, NSN will 
maintain a presence in Tennessee through a virtual 
office and continued support of storytelling and NSN 
members, sponsors, and affiliates in the area. 

In exchange for donated rent, utilities, internet, 
storage, access to funders, and program spaces of 
various sizes in 33 buildings, NSN shares its prestige 
as a national cultural organization, its expertise 
in designing programs which use storytelling in all 
applications, and its nonprofit accessibility to funding 
sources for which the MCPL as a public agency does 
not qualify. MCPL also offers NSN collaboration on 
projects with government funding to which they have 
access as a public library system. 

Our next step is creating a detailed transition plan 
to fund and organize the Kansas City site and the 
expanded programming enabled by the MCPL-NSN 
partnership. We have much to be grateful for, and 
much to look forward to!


