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Tejas Artist, Tejas Storyteller Featured
on all new 2009 TSA Gift of Story Card

the
Prez’
Piece

Elizabeth Ellis

TSA has called upon the brilliant skills of master storyteller Tim
Tingle and Tejas member artist Rosemary Davis to prepare this year’s
holiday greeting card for you.
Rosemary’s enchanting line drawing recalls the small town
general store of bygone days and perfectly sets the scene for Tim’s
tender story, “The Christmas Puppy.” Those who receive your holiday
greeting are directed to www.tejasstorytelling.com to hear an audio
recording of Tim telling his fond tale of a child who knows in his heart
that he is truly loved and has found the perfect gift with which to return
his affection. Image and tale converge on fine heavyweight paper with
matching envelope.
Use the TSA gift card to thank a patron or leader in your local
guild, honor a storyteller friend, uplift a story-lover in Texas, or gratify a
very important listener anywhere by sending a gift to TSA in their name.
Gift cards are $12.50 each, ten dollars of which is your tax-deductable
gift to TSA, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization.
Send us your friend’s address, and we will mail the card with your
“gift notice” card inside, saying that TSA has received a donation from
you in their name. Have several friends in mind? We’ll send your “gift
of story” to four addresses for $50, eight for $100, or to as many friends
as you wish. Simply include their addresses with your order.
If you would like to send the cards yourself as a unique holiday
greeting, you may order a packet of 20 for $45. (Or do both; gift cards
for story friends, greeting cards for family and others.)
You can order your cards using PayPal from the TSA Web site:
http://www.tejasstorytelling.com or simply write out your order and
address list and mail with a check or credit card information to TSA/P.O.
Box 2806/Denton, TX 76202. 

(Order form for Gift of Story Holiday Card on page 9)

I am not sure how it happened, but the Holidays are upon us! During this
season, we often stop to count our blessings. One of my greatest blessings has been
the Tejas Storytelling Association. Without it, many of you would be unknown to
me. Being together, working to build a consciousness of the power of story in our
region has enriched my life immensely. I am grateful for every person who has been
a part of that amazing adventure over the last 25 years.
All of us are grateful to those who have contributed financially. Since June,
we have paid off all outstanding debts except the line of credit, and it is getting
smaller. Through your generosity and some hard work, we have some money
for operational expenses. Thank you seems like a small thing to say. (See the

Treasurer’s Report for the figures.)

“The Prez’ Piece”continues on page 5,
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Treasurer’s Report
by Jerry Young, jdymesquite@yahoo.com

Barbara (my wife for those who do not know) and I are
driving to Abilene this week. We want to take in some of the sights
that I missed during the Tumbleweed Festival. We are going to hit
Rosa’s Cafe and Bogie’s Speciality Deli, two fine eating places.
We are looking forward to visiting the Grace Hotel Museum and
watching the holograms at the Frontier Texas Museum. And we
will take in the Chocolate Place. For those who didn’t make it to
Abilene for the Festival, start making plans for 2010.
The Tumbleweed Festival added
approximately $3,700 in admission fees to
TSA’s bank account. With the dedicated
leg work of Elizabeth Ellis, much of the
cost for the festival came from grants,
donations, sponsorship, and ads. The Abilene
Convention and Visitors Bureau assumed
much of the site expense. Other local
organizations who contributed to the success
of the festival are: Abilene Cultural Affairs
Council, Texas Commission on the Arts,
Community Foundation of Abilene, Mesquite
Storytellers of Abilene, First Financial Bank,
American State Bank, and BBVA Compass
Bank. Our thanks to all these fine folks.
Money for ads in the Tumbleweed
program is coming in. With prompts from
Mary Grace Ketner, folks who have profiles
on the TSA Web Site are mailing in fees.
Affiliate Guilds are sending in past years’
dues. TSA folks have made generous
gifts in August and September. They are
Elizabeth Ellis, J. R. Hickman, Bernadette
Nason, Jaye McLaughlin, Tom McDermott,
MaryAnn Blue, Eldrena Douma, and the
Central Texas Storytelling Guild. $1,100
has been designated for debt retirement. And
Jeannine Beekman and Eldrena Douma made
memorial gifts to honor Tony McMillan.
These gifts confirm people’s faith in the
mission of the Tejas Storytelling Association.
And I salute each one of these gift givers.
The designated gifts to the debt
retirement have made it possible for TSA to
make monthly payments toward the principal
amount. As pledges come in, we will see a
more rapid demise of the Line of Credit.
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During the next months, October to
February, TSA regularly sees a decrease in
income, but the phone bills, rent, postage, and
similar items continue unabated. As tax time
approaches, perhaps this is the time for you
to make a sizable donation to TSA.
One last thing. The Budget and
Finance committee (Bill Raley and Jerry
Young) is in the process of revising the
2009 -2010 TSA budget due to staff changes
and other items. It is hoped that a revised
budget will better reflect TSA’s resources and
expenses

Summary of Accounts
(September 1-30, 2009)
General Account		
Beginning Balance:
Credit
Debit
Balance

$10,555.30
$ 7,275.23
$ 7,936.33
$ 9,894.20

HOT Fund Account
Beginning Balance:
Credit
Debit

Line of Credit
Beginning Balance
Paid
Ending Balance

$2,831.32
0.00
0.00
$2,831.32

$27,511.45
$ 900.00
$26,611.43		

Tejas Members Honored
at National Festival
by Donna Ingham
Having three of our own recognized at the 2009 National
Storytelling Festival made the annual first-weekend-in-October
event all the more special. Following Thursday’s National Story
Night concert, in which he performed, Tim Tingle received
the National Storytelling Network Talking Leaves Award. It is
“presented to those members of our community who have made
outstanding contributions to the literary body of storytelling as
authors, editors or collectors.” As only the fifth recipient, Tingle
joins the company of Margaret Read MacDonald (2001), Jane Yolen
(2003), Fred and Patricia McKissack (2004), and Joe Hayes (2005).
On Friday evening Tejas Storytelling Association member
Bernadette Nason was one of six tellers on the Exchange Place
stage, “a revered festival tradition where specially invited
storytellers from across the country share their finest tales.” Nason,
a British-born storyteller and actress from Austin, told a personal
story about growing up “in a family of remedial Catholics.” She
represented the South Central Region.

Tim Tingle recieves NSN Talking Leaves
Award, October, 2009

Bernadette Nason performs on the Exchange Place stage during the National
Festival, October, 2009

Sunday morning brought the Oracle Awards and recognition
to Connie Neil Fisher, current TSA board member from
Sand Springs, Oklahoma. He received the South Central Regional
Service and Leadership Award, “presented to individuals or
organizations that have made a significant contribution to their local
or regional storytelling community and/or have used storytelling to
make a significant contribution to the larger community in which
they live.”
Other TSA members taking part in this year’s festival included
Elizabeth Ellis, as emcee, and Barbara McBride-Smith, as
featured teller. Both of these tellers, by the way, will be among
the featured “25 for the 25th” during the 2010 Silver Anniversary
edition of the Texas Storytelling Festival, March 11-14.
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Connie Neil Smith (right) receives the
Oracle Award at National Festival

Jaye’s Juicy Juncture

Paul Porter:
The Man Behind
the Camera
I am admitting to a major faux pas in being the editor of the Teller for the last three and a half
years. Contributed articles have always been noted as to who wrote the article. But the photographs that
record the festivals and the conferences have not been attributed to anyone—they just appear.
I am ready to let you all know just who is the photographer that sends his pictures to me so that I
can pick and choose which ones to use. To many of you it will come as no surprise that it is Paul Porter who
takes the pictures and helpfully makes sure I get them in time for the next edition. To some of you newer
members, Paul is a figure that has been active in TSA for a long time. In his own words, as recorded at the
Conference this summer, with thanks to Kim Lehman, please read just how he got involved with TSA:

Paul Porter

“I’ve been associated with the Texas Storytelling Festival almost from the beginning. I missed the
first one so this coming festival will be my 24th festival. I got involved because the woman I was dating was
a storyteller. She heard about this festival and wanted to see what it was all about. I didn’t know much about
storytelling so I tagged along and I got sucked in.
“In the early days I didn’t know anyone. My modus operandi was if I was with a group of people I
didn’t know I would just stand in the corner and be quiet and hope nobody would come and talk to me.
“It was almost time for one of the tellers to tell and they weren’t there. Finley, the director who I
didn’t really know, came up to me and said, ‘You know Gayle, right? Can you go get her at the hotel? She’s
got to be here in ten minutes.’ I said, ‘Sure I’ll go and get her.’ That was my first volunteer position. I was
an emergency go-getter. It just escalated from there.
“I did sound and lighting for a couple of years. Then I was in charge of the planning committee, and
then I became the stage director. I’ve also been taking photographs at the festival since 1995.
“ I’ve made so many good friends over the years. It’s something I look forward to every year. I keep
saying I’ve got to stop doing this. I’m too old to keep doing all this work. Yet when it comes around again I
seem to want to keep doing it. It’s the people that make it what it is.”
We all hope that Paul continues taking the pictures and recording TSA events, so that we enjoy
them in the Teller. A BIG THANKS, PAUL! by Jaye McLaughlin, jayemclaughlin@hotmail.com

James Ford on stage in the Paramount Theater,
Abilene, Texas, during the Tumbleweed Storytelling
Festival.
... Photo by Paul Porter
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Paramount Theater marquee, Abilene,
Texas
...photo by Paul Porter

Jeannine Pasini Beekman

Ask Your Omsbuddie. . .
Dear Omsbuddie –
Have been thinking about the switch to Tejas being an all
volunteer organization and how each of us needs to pitch in and
do what we can to make this work. Then I started thinking about
the Board and wondering how members are determined. I know
we vote every year but there are names on the current list I don’t
recognize. Not that I want to serve or anything. But I am curious.
Signed:
Inquiring Mind in Idabel
Dear Inquiring,
Funny you should ask. We were just discussing this at our
September Board meeting.
According to the TSA by-laws, your Board must have a
minimum of three and can have a maximum of fifteen members. Of
these, a minimum of 50% must be elected by the active dues paying
members of TSA and a maximum of 50% can be appointed by the
Board. A term lasts three years and an individual may serve two
consecutive terms.
Your erstwhile Omsbuddie (among others who shall
remain nameless but they know who they are!) always assumed
that an elected member who was dumb…uhhhh…dedicated enough

to agree to stay on for another term was still considered to be
elected. Wow – was she ever wrong. But then there’s a first time for
everything. Hey – I heard that!!
Thanks to the research skills of Parliamentarian Mary
Grace Ketner, as well as a careful perusal of the explicit wording
of the By-laws, we now realize that “once elected” does not mean
“always elected.” For instance, my term ended May 31 but I was
asked to stay on for another year. Since I was elected in 2006, we
spent the whole summer counting me as an elected member but now
realize that I’m not. I’m not the only one, so we are considering a
special election to make sure that everything we do is transparent,
in compliance with the By-laws and above Board - yuk yuk yuk
guffaw guffaw.
As Mary Grace expressed it so well, this “speaks to
the excellence of our By-law’s intent to keep the TSA board
representative and democratic while giving the sitting board
the possibility of balancing the workload by seeking new board
members with specific needed talents who can best help get the
work done.”
Thanks for asking. Since I love the minutiae of this stuff
(OCD has its uses), the topic has all the makings of a full-blown
article.
Yours for a balanced Board –
Omsbuddie

the Prez’ Piece
by Elizabeth Ellis
		
(continued from page 1)

ASK YOUR TSA OMSBUDDIE provides an opportunity for the membership to receive specific information
regarding any and all aspects of your organization. Concerns may be directed to TSA Board member Jeannine
Pasini Beekman at j9pb@juno.com. She will not rest - okay, she might take a latte break now and then - until
she finds the facts. Your questions will be handled confidentially and every one will receive a response. Those
deemed of interest to the entire membership will be published in the Tejas Teller.

This Holiday Season you may want to make a contribution in honor or in memory of
someone who has touched your life: a teacher, a mentor, a colleague, a friend, a hero. If so, we
welcome those gifts. You can give them knowing they go to support the ongoing work of a worthy
organization.
If TSA has been a blessing to you, you may want to give of your time and talents, as well.
Being an “All Volunteer Organization” means there is lots of work to do. We need grant writers,
and people with financial expertise. Fundraising and event production experience. Know how to
write a press release or a PSA? Have media contacts? Wanna serve on a committee? Volunteer
at Festival? Whatever your skills, TSA can put you to work with a purpose. Please go to www.
tejasstorytelling.com to fill out the Skills Survey to let us know more about how you want to
contribute your unique talents.
On behalf of the Board of Directors, I want to wish each of you Holidays filled with Peace,
Love and Grand Adventures.
		
Elizabeth
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How many TSA members and volunteers does it take to run a Festival?

...and now the story is yours!

Blu Cooksey on stage during the
Tumbleweed Festival.

Betty-Erle Rhodes listening to stories in the
NCCIL, Tumbleweed Festival.

by Mary Grace Ketner, mgk@talesandlegends.net
I can’t answer that question for all time,
but I can say that to produce the stimulating new
Tumbleweed Storytelling Festival in Abilene, the
answer is...lots! Lots from Abilene and lots from
around the state. And did they ever put on a show!
Abbie Ryan Randolph (Abilene) jumped in
to co-chair the festival with TSA president Elizabeth
Ellis (Dallas). Fairly new to TSA, Abbie grasped the
festival concept immediately, forged many pathways
to success for us, and never met a road hazard she
couldn’t swerve around with a smile. President
Elizabeth wrote several grants, drove many miles
back and forth (and back and forth) to meet with
Abilene partners, and tended to countless other details
she’s been pretty silent about. So I can only say
“¡BRAVA!” and “¡GRACIAS!”
Long before the show began, Elizabeth
Ellis and Gail McMillan (Abilene) were busy
selling program ads. Betty-Erle Rhodes (Abilene)
and Rosanna Herndon (Abilene), appeared on
local radio, and Rosanna supported print publicity,
developed the printed programs, and took care of
CPE credits for teachers. Kevin Randolph had
the downtown area dotted with clear signs so that
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strangers could find their way to the next event.
Rosemary Davis created the Tumbleweed brochure.
In our several concerts around town, people
heard from our featured tellers and also from
Jeannine Pasini Beekman (Benton, LA), MaryAnn
Blue (San Antonio), Bob Caffey (Abilene), Blu
Cooksey (Jones County), Elizabeth Ellis (Dallas),
Dan Gibson (Dallas), Dorothy McMahon
(Houston), Reba Ott (Austin), and Beverly Priddy
(Abilene).
Our workshops reached beyond the usual
storyteller audience to draw in participants from all
over, thanks to presenters Jeannine Pasini Beekman
(Benton, LA), Blu Cooksey (Abilene), DeCee
Cornish (Fort Worth), Rosanna Herndon (Abilene),
Donna Ingham (Spicewood), Janet Latham
(Denton), Esther Lopez (Hutto), Terri Minami
(Abilene) and Tim Tingle (Canyon Lake).
In addition, emcees for our outstanding
concerts were Dr. Carol Dupree (Abilene),
Elizabeth Ellis, Rosanna Herndon, and BettyErle Rhodes. Fans and newcomers were warmly
ushered into Abilene’s beautiful Paramount Theater
by MaryAnn Blue (San Antonio), Bob Caffey, Dr.

Dorothy McMahon telling to Abilene youngsters as part of the Tumbleweed
Festival outreach program.

Bob Caffey on stage at the Paramount
Theater during Tumbleweed Festival.

Photos by Paul Porter
Carol Dupree, Linda Jones (Abilene), Lynette
Livingston (Abilene), Mary Lynn Melton (Abilene),
Beverly Priddy, and Betty-Erle Rhodes. MaryAnn
Blue, Sandy Graham (Abilene), and Jerry Young
(Mesquite) worked in the box office.
The highly-rated workshop presentations
were facilitated by Dr. Carol Dupree, Janet Latham
(Denton), Lynnette Livingston, Beverly Priddy, and
Betty-Erle Rhodes.
Dan Gibson and Jerry Young and a woman
Episcopalian rector judged the Liar’s contest. “Ha!”
You say. “A likely story!” It’s the truth! We so
appreciate the Rev. Mary E. Glover, Associate
Rector of the Church or the Heavenly Rest in
Abilene. Her funny and generous spirit contributed to
our weekend.
Dan Gibson hosted our only
“foreign” featured teller, Dan Keding of Chicago--no
stranger to us, but, sadly, not officially a citizen of the
region, and Kevin Randolph and Zack Ryan drove
tellers to appointments all around the town.
Old-timers and newcomers were cheerfully
greeted at registration by Peggy Capps (Denton),
John and Rosemary Davis (Mason), Traphene and

J.R. Hickman (Cedar Hill), Mary Grace Ketner
(San Antonio), and Jerry Young (Mesquite). Many
took home books, CDs, and other story resources
from our gift shop, cheerfully marketed by Jaye
McLaughlin (Fort Worth) with able assistance from
Peggy Capps, Linda Jones, Mary Grace Ketner,
and Betty-Erle Rhodes. Paul Porter (Dallas)
created a photographic record of both scheduled
events and candid moments.
Much efficient and effective groundwork
on the organizational end of things was laid by the
Abilene Convention and Visitors Bureau, notably
Jennilee Latimer, Nancy Liles, and Hester Woods
- and they supported us on the festival days as well.
Director Debbie Lillick at the National Center for
Children’s Illustrated Literature and Manager Betty
Hukill at the Paramount Theatre were also onsite to
support and assist in the ways that only they could do.
TSA and the folks in Abilene will get together
soon to give you a date for next year’s Tumbleweed
Storytelling Festival. Now that the evidence is in, we
can say with certainty, ‘You don’t want to miss this
one!” 
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There’s a “Teller Pages” directory just for storytellers???

Teller Pages

Indeed! Right on the TSA Web site!
Check it out at www.tejasstorytelling.com.
Just click the “Teller Pages” tab at the top of the
page.
Then, join the good company of practicing
storytellers who work in our region. The TSA site
offers exposure to 40,000 visitors each month;
together, we can let people find the artist who is just
right for their audience, the person who can serve
their precise needs anywhere in Texas and beyond.
Have a venue that serves story? List that, too!
Let our site visitors know what you’re
doing and where you’re doing it. Describe your
storytelling programs and your style, and let folks
know how to get in touch with you. Add a photo, a
link to your Web site, even an audio clip.
Come celebrate with us and help spread the joy of
storytelling!
TSA has three different promotional options
starting at just $40.00/year. Take advantage of this
unique TSA member benefit to promote your craft,
The “Teller Pages” as they appear at
your programs, and your unique style alongside
http://www.tejasstorytelling.com/storytellers.htm
other outstanding storytellers in our region. 

Pacific Rim Talk Story Conference, July 16-19, 2009
A Report from Waikiki, Hawaii
By Reba Ott

Wow! My head is full of story! Tejas Summer Conference after Talk Story Conference in Waikiki
and then the Tumbleweed Festival in Abilene – all in three months. Heavenly, and what luck, my brother here
in Austin overcame his fear of flying to agree to a sibling family reunion with our Hawaii brother. I insisted
the only week to go to Hawaii was the week of the Talk Story Conference. My husband and I were able to
attend most of the conference, but missed a few events for family trips. We had eight days so I didn’t feel
guilty taking time for the conference.
The wonder of the event was the tellers, many unknown to mainlanders, telling stories of their
countries – Australia, Japan, Thailand, China, Singapore, plus our side of the Pacific Rim including a group
of Alaskan Eskimos claiming kinship with native Hawaiians. Margaret Read McDonald and Jim May were
there. The stories included ancient tales, modern tales, ghost stories, WWII stories (even some stories of
Japanese war brides). Among my favorites were local poetry slam youth tellers – what talent!
We could see Waikiki Beach, Diamondhead, and Honolulu Zoo from the conference hotel, the Queen
Kapiolani Hotel. A night roaming zoo monkey awakened me every night with a loud “Wah Hoo.”
The usual Talk Story Festival is an outdoor stage event held each October. Hmm! Wonder if I could
freeload at my brothers house? 
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Guild Gallery: WayWord Tellers, Oklahoma
by Chester Weems and Rosemary Czarski

“Video Your Storytelling”
Program offered at Choctaw Public
“Video your Storytelling” was a recent program offered at the Choctaw
Library by WayWord Tellers,
Public Library by WayWord Tellers and Territory Tellers of Oklahoma. Chester
an Oklahoma storytelling guild
Weems, a Territory Tellers member, has been photographing storytellers in Oklahoma
for years and offered to videotape any storyteller who wanted a simple tape for selfevaluation. Rosemary Czarski, TT member and the Library Manager, did the local
arrangements and promotion through the metropolitan library system.
A simple one light and one camera setup was used. “Nothing fancy, just a
visual record of the storyteller performing,” stated Weems. “My wife, Velma, and I
will then transfer the tapes to a computer video editing program for transfer to a DVD
for each teller.”
Each teller was asked to do a short 10-15 second introduction and about 15
minutes of stories. A fee of $5.00 was charged for mailing and materials expenses
with the completed DVD to be mailed to participants.
“Maybe this will help people improve their telling,” noted Weems, “but at
the least, each person will have a record of their performance for the family history.”
The WayWord Tellers meet irregularly on the 4th Saturday of the month
in the Choctaw Library in Choctaw, Oklahoma, from around 10-11am. Rosemary
Czarski serves as the coordinator for the group. The group started meeting in
Bethany, Oklahoma, in the late nineties to swap stories, and have mini-workshops on
various basic topics. The group gradually migrated from western Oklahoma County
to eastern Oklahoma County. Because we are a small group, we try to have as much
flexibility as possible in our programs. This flexibility allows us to have programs
such as Chester’s wonderful offer to videotape performers so they could learn from
seeing themselves on video.
In co-sponsorship with NSN and the Territory Tellers, WayWord Tellers will
be having a Tellabration event on Tuesday November 17 at 6:00 p.m. 

Tejas Holiday Greeting Card Order Form
Name ___________________________________________________Phone (_____)_____________
Address __________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________State_________Zip________________
Number of packets (20 cards)

____ X $45 		

= $____________

Number of gift cards

____ X $12.50		

=

Check # _________						

Total:

____________
____________

Credit Card type: MC Visa AmEx Discover Number: ___________________________________
Expiration date: _________________ Signature:_________________________________________
Mail to TSA / PO Box 2806/ Denton, TX 76202
If ordering gift cards, send recipient addresses on a separate page.
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Youth Yarns

North Texas Region:
Story Launch, November 14
Youth tellers from the North-Texas region of the
Texas Storytelling Youth Challenge will assemble for Story
Launch on Saturday, November 14, at W.S. Ryan Elementary School in Denton. Story Launch gives young tellers
a chance to hone their storytelling skills in preparation for
Tellabration, Texas Storytelling Youth Challenge spring
competitions in January, as well as for auditions for Texas
Storytelling Festival stage appearances.
Story Launch is open to all young storytellers who
want to improve their storytelling. This event will be set
up the same way the North-Texas TSYC spring competition
is organized. Three coaches each will be assigned to three
simultaneous concerts. As the young person tells to their
assigned audience, the coaches will be listening and marking their critique sheets. On completion of the session, these
critique sheets will be handed to each teller. These sheets
contain constructive comments and suggestions for improving each student’s story.
Coaches are needed to cover these sessions. The
job entails giving constructive feedback and positive strokes.
The opportunity to coach in this way has proven to be a
rewarding activity and well worth the time and effort. For
more information, contact Shelby Smith at shelby@tipitellers.org or (214) 212-1771.
W.S. Ryan Elementary School, the site of Story
Launch, is located at 201 W. Ryan Rd., Denton, TX 762105521. The school phone number is (940) 369-4600.
Volunteers for Story Launch are asked to arrive by
8:15 a.m. and registration begins at 8:30. Storytelling begins
at 9:00 a.m. and the certificate ceremony occurs at 11:00 a.m.
The date for the Texas Storytelling Youth Spring
Challenge for the North Texas Region has been tentatively
set for January 16 but the times and place have yet to be
determined. 

Youth Audition Deadline
for Texas Storytelling Festival
January 23 is the postmark deadline for audition
tapes/DVDs for the Texas Storytelling Festival. The Texas
Storytelling Festival is scheduled for March 11-14, 2010, and
will be at the Civic Center in Denton, Texas. Send audition tapes/DVDs to Shelby Smith, PO Box 101, Spurger,
TX 77660. For additional information, contact Shelby at
shelby@tipitellers.org. 

Spring Challenge story-swap audience

South-Central Texas Region:
Spring Challenge set for January 16
The Texas Storytelling Youth Challenge for Spring
of 2010 will be held on Saturday, January 16, 2010, from
8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. This South-Central Texas regional
challenge event will occur at Stone Oak Elementary School,
21045 Crescent Oak, in San Antonio. 			
TSYC was organized to encourage youth storytellers
from grades two through twelve to retell stories from their
favorite books or stories told to them by families and friends.
Gentle competitions such as this assure each participant that
their perseverance and presentation is applauded and that their
stories will be heard. Friendly judges write positive feedback
on evaluations. All storytellers receive certificates. Silver,
gold, and bronze medals are awarded to first, second, and third
place winners in each age category.
A story-swap in the Stone Oak library will give each
of the young tellers a chance to shine in front of family, friends,
coaches, and other participants, giving youth a chance to both
share their story and practice in front of an audience.
Judging occurs in a private room, free of distractions.
Youth are grouped with others according to their grade level
and tell, individually, to friendly judges. No other participants,
family, or coaches sit in the room while the young teller is
performing in front of the judges. Every effort is made to
make each teller feel at home and comfortable before they
begin telling their story.
Five storytellers will be chosen to go on to state, and
from there entries will be chosen to go on to the National level.
The website for the National Youth Storytelling Showcase is
www.nationalyouthstorytellingshowcase.org.
For questions about the South-Central Texas
Storytelling Youth Challenge contact Sue Kuentz at skuentz@
gvtc.com or MaryAnn Blue at mabstories@yahoo.com or
http://tw.neisd.net/webpages/skuent/storytelling.cfm. 

Invite a youth teller to participate in Tellabration!

Youth tellers add spice to any storytelling event. Jazz up Tellabration programs with a young storyteller. Contact MaryAnn Blue (mabstories@yahoo) or Sue Kuentz (skuentz@gvtc.com) in the San Antonio
area, Shelby Smith (shelby@tipitellers.org) in the Dallas/Ft. Worth area, or a member of your nearest storytelling guild. 
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calendar of storytelling events
november
November 7, 2009
George West StoryFest
www.georgeweststoryfest.org
George West, TX
November 14, 2009
North Texas Story Launch
W.S. Ryan Elementary School
201 W. Ryan Road, Denton, TX 76210
Info: Shelby Smith (214) 212-1771
November 20-21, 2009
Tellabration!
www.tellabration.org
November 15, 2009
Stories Galore
Tellers Doc Moore & Tim Tingle
followed by open mic storytelling
Comander’s House, San Antonio
bob78227@yahoo.com
November 28, 2009
Storytelling at the Fredericksburg
Theater Company
2:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
www.storytellingintexas.org

december
December 11 & 12, 2009
Celebrations of Light
Midland ISD’s Storytelling Festival
www.makingmemoriesmidland.com/
poster.html
December 19, 2009
Ft. Worth Storyfest
Holiday International
Texas Wesleyan University
Fine Arts Building
www.tarantguild.org

march

March 6, 2010
UTSA Storytelling Festival
University of Texas at San Antonio

january
January 16, 2010
Texas Storytelling Youth Challenge
(South Central Texas)
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Stone Oak Elementary School
21045 Crescent Oak,
San Antonio, TX 78258
http://tw.neisd.net/webpages/skuent/
storytelling.cfm

March 11-14, 2010
25th Anniversary
Texas Storytelling Festival
& Membership Meeting

Denton Civic Center
Denton, TX
www.tejasstorytelling.org
March 21, 2010
Stories Galore
Stellar Teller Donna Ingham
followed by open mic storytelling
Commander’s House, San Antonio, TX
bob78227@yahoo.com

January 16, 2010
Texas Storytelling Youth Challenge
(North Texas)
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
Location to be announced

april

January 23, 2010
Deadline for Youth Audition Tapes
for 25th Storytelling Festival
(More information in Youth Yarns)

April 14-17, 2010
Texas Library Association Conference
San Antonio, TX
http://www.txla.org/conference/conf.htm

february
February 12, 2010
Martha Len Nelson Classic
featuring Donald Davis
Banquet with silent and live auctions
www.tejasstorytelling.org
February 13, 2010
Workshop with Donald Davis
Tejas Sponsored
Workshop fee: $50.00
Denton, TX
www.tejassstorytelling.org
February 21, 2010
Stories Galore
Stellar Teller Rosemary Davis
followed by open mic storytelling
Commander’s House, San Antonio
bob78227@yahoo.com
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New Storytelling Venture
to be Launched
in November

Vanessa Potter is launching a new
storytelling endeavor, which will premier
at the Fredericksburg Theater Company in
historic and charming Fredericksburg on
November 28, 2009, the Saturday following
Thanksgiving. A matinee concert will be
offered at 2:00 p.m. and an evening concert
will follow at 7:30 p.m. Tickets for the
matinee will sell for $15 for adults and $8 for
children. Tickets for the evening concert are
$20 for adults and $8 for children under the
age 13 years.
Tellers featured in this initial
performance are Mary Grace Ketner, Donna
Ingham, and Tim Tingle. Additional information can be found at www.storytellingintexas.
org. Tickets will go on sale on November 1,
2009. Storytelling in Texas, Inc. is a new
organization hoping to provide storytelling
performances, education, and mentoring. The
founder and president is Vanessa Potter. 
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March 11-14, 2010
Thursday Night
Ghost Stories:
Stories to Make You Tingle
featuring Tim Tingle
Friday Evening Concert
DeCee Cornish
Jeannine Pasini Beekman
Elizabeth Ellis
Saturday Evening Concert
Tom McDermott
Gayle Ross
Barbara McBride-Smith

25 25
for

Tim Tingle
DeCee Cornish
Elizabeth Ellis
Jeannine Pasini Beekman
Tom McDermott
Gayle Ross
Linda Befield
Elida Bonet
Kathy Culmer
Eldrena Douma
James Ford
Faye Hanson

Gene Helmick-Richardson
J.B. Keith
Donna Lively
Dorothy McMahon
Lynn Moroney
Judy Nichols
Sheila Phillips
Don Sanders
Toni Simmons
Jay Stailey
Shelly Tucker
Nancy Burks Worcester

Barbara McBride-Smith

Twenty Five Tellers for the 25th
Texas Storytelling Festival

