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Story: a Path to Wholeness
Tejas Summer Conference
July 9 - 11, 2010

The theme for the Tejas Summer Storytelling
Conference is centered around wholeness. Story is
an important vehicle for the journey toward wellness
and peace of mind. It calms our fears and helps
us sustain hope. Plan to join us at Saint Edward’s
University in Austin on July 9-11 for an educational
opportunity sure to challenge you to become a better
storyteller and a stronger voice in your community.
Grammy award nominated
storyteller Milbre Burch will open
the Conference with a keynote about
the power of story to heal. She will
discuss how our bodies are shaped by
the stories we tell and, in turn, how
our bodies shape our stories. This
examination of how culture shapes
our view of ourselves will be both
powerful and thought provoking.
Later in the Conference, Milbre will
also present her new work “Changing
Skins” which she will be presenting
this summer at the national conference
of the American Folklore Society.
Two plenary sessions by
Twice Upon A Time Storytellers (Gene
and Peggy Helmick-Richardson)
and Tom McDermott will assist us
in building the skills needed to share
our stories successfully with those
who are in physical or emotional pain.

Although tips will be given about
telling in settings such as hospice
centers and detention centers, the
concepts shared apply to telling in
any situation, for every audience with
which we connect is likely to have
some people present who are wounded
in some way. The techniques offered
will be just as useful in telling to
children who are experiencing their
parent’s divorce or adults who have
just lost their jobs.
One of the highlights of this
year’s Conference will be the Doc
Moore Texas Youth Storytelling
Showcase. The best and brightest
of the Youth Tellers from around the
state will strut their stuff in a concert
guaranteed to make you swell with
pride. This event is named in honor
of Joe “Doc” Moore in recognition
of his years of tireless work with the

Tom McDermott

Youth Tellers here in Texas. For many
years, he has also served as our state
representative to the national program
held in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee.
Twelve great workshops and
coaching sessions will give lots of
opportunities for new ideas for your
telling. Continuing education credit is
available for participants, and is bound
to be more intriguing and useful than
school district inservice!
The Brothers who founded
Saint Edward’s University took
great care to create a replica of the
Grotto at Lourdes. This special place
will provide the perfect setting for
Sunday morning’s Sacred Storytelling
Concert. This is the closing event for
our phenomenal Conference. Come
prepared for something truly special.

Tejas Storytelling Association
Jeannine Pasini Beekman

The Tejas Teller
is a bimonthly
publication of the Tejas
Storytelling Association.

Ask Your Omsbuddie. . .
Dear Family of Fabulists and Funky Friends,
All of your quirky queries regarding the quixotic
quandries of TSA, the fabulous financial functioning of
Festival, and the incredible creative craftings of your cadre
of cohorts are answered elsewhere in this issue of the Texas
Teller. So there are no awesome answers in this Omsbuddie
opus, just a nugget of news.
After four years, my term of service as a director and officer of YOUR Board
will come to an end. It has been a wild ride, full of twists and turns and cliffhanging
moments. You didn’t always agree with us. We didn’t always agree with you. Heck,
we didn’t always agree with each other. In fact, more often than not, we disagreed and
strongly. But one thing that has never been in doubt, during this time of extraordinary
transition and change, is the commitment of the volunteers who work long and hard to
keep our organization alive and growing as we move into our next quarter century.
If you have not already completed the membership survey, please go to
www.tejasstorytelling.com, download it and fill it out. Each and every one of us has
expertise and experience that can be of service to TSA, help further our mission,
and insure that our organization continues. Much of what needs doing can be
accomplished while sitting at home in your jammies and fuzzy slippers, sipping on a
bour… uhhhh… coke… yeah, coke. That’s how I do it - and so can you.
Although we have made great progress over the past few years, there is still
an enormous amount of work to be done, ideas to be discussed, and decisions to be
made. Yes, your Board voted to continue as a festival producing organization; but the
hard-core members of our all-volunteer organization cannot promise that this will
always be the case. Everyone’s help is needed. Not all of the work is glamorous, like
the writing of the Omsbuddie column, which I will, indeed, continue to pen. Some of
it is onerous, like yet again rewriting our By-Laws, this time to be in compliance with
new state and federal laws. I will continue to serve on that committee, too. It all has
to be done, though, and now is the time for sustained action.
Though I am no longer a director, you may still contact me with any and all
concerns, complaints, or kudos.
I remain your (dis)obedient servant and (not so) humble,
		
Omsbuddie

ASK YOUR TSA OMSBUDDIE provides an opportunity for the TSA
membership to receive specific information regarding any and all
aspects of your organization. Concerns may be directed to Jeannine
Pasini Beekman at j9pb@juno.com. She will not rest - okay, she
might take a latte break now and then - until she finds the facts. Your
questions will be handled confidentially and every one will receive a
response. Those deemed of interest to the entire membership will be
published in the Tejas Teller.
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PO Box 2806
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TSA Governing Board
Contact Information
Elizabeth Ellis, President
storyellis@sbcglobal.net
MaryAnn Blue, Vice President
mabstories@yahoo.com
Jeannine Pasini Beekman,
Secretary
j9pb@juno.com
Jerry Young, Treasurer
jdymesquite@yahoo.com
Jaye McLaughlin
jayemclaughlin@hotmail.com
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Eldrena Douma
bluecorn_teller@hotmail.com
Mary Grace Ketner
mgk@talesandlegends.net
Jeanette Harjo
jmharjo@hotmail.com
Phillip Harjo
wpharjo@hotmail.com
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davidat@stedwards.edu
Vivian Rutherford
vrutherford@ci.waco.tx.us

MISSION STATEMENT
Tejas Storytelling Association
is a non-profit organization
that is dedicated to fostering
the appreciation
of storytelling as an
oral tradition
and a performing art.

The second reason is not dictated by
law, but by necessity. This past year has been
one of great change. It has been my pleasure to
lead this new all-volunteer organization. (Okay,
so it hasn’t always been a pleasure! Sometimes
it has been a pain!) It has meant that in many
ways, I have been acting in the role of the
Executive Director in order to get the work of
TSA accomplished. Now we need to rewrite
the By-Laws and Policies and Procedures to
change the organization from one where the
President is acting as the Executive Director
to one where the President is the coordinator
and facilitator of a large group of working
committees with strong leadership. This step is
vital to the survival of TSA.
Once the revisions have been done on
the documents, we will need to implement the
changes. That will require testing our work and
tweaking it until we get it right. Both our board
year and our fiscal year run from June 1 to May
31. The coming year will continue to be one of
transition. In order to provide continuity during
this time, I have offered to remain as President
for the upcoming year and your Board of
Directors has accepted my offer.
As we gear up to go into the new year in
our organization, I am grateful to you for your
continued support of TSA. Please be in touch
with me about any ideas or concerns you may
have about the reorganization.
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Elizabeth Ellis, TSA President

Serving on the Board of Directors is
a big responsibility. That has been especially
true this past year. Your Board has worked
diligently, and I am proud of each of them.
Three great workers will be leaving the Board
on May 31st: Jeannine Pasini Beekman, Connie
Neil Fisher and Jerry Young. Each of them
has made an important contribution during
this challenging time of transition to being an
all-volunteer organization. Both Jeannine and
Jerry had served on the Board of Directors
of TSA in the past. Their tireless efforts and
deep institutional memory have been very
valuable. Connie Neil Fisher agreed to join
us after giving several years of service to the
Board of our sister organization, the Territory
Tellers. Having his Oklahoma voice at the board
table has strengthened our vision of what it
means to be Tejas. I want to extend our deepest
gratitude to each of them for their wisdom and
their strength. I trust that you will find ways to
express your thanks to them, as well.
The Board is currently examining
the by-laws that govern our organization and
the Policies and Procedures that are used to
implement our work. There are two reasons for
doing this now. First, the Texas State Legislature
has ruled that all non-profits must rewrite their
by-laws to include new legal requirements.
Each organization has three years to come into
compliance.

Elizabeth Ellis wearing
hard hat during TSA
membership meeting
during Festival

the Prez’ Piece

The 25th Anniversary Texas Storytelling Festival
was hardly over when work began in earnest on
both the Tejas Summer Storytelling Conference and
the Tumbleweed Storytelling Festival. There were
tellers to book, venues to rent, schedules to arrange,
proposals to evaluate and grants to write. All of those
preparations are still in progress in order to make every
event that TSA produces both financially sound and
meaningful for our membership.

by Mary Grace Ketner, mgk@talesandlegends.net

Membership News

...and now the story is yours!

Tennessee is in for a visit from another Tejas
storyteller on October 26-30 when that teller of
bodacious lies Sheila Starks Phillips of Sugarland
will appear as Storyteller in Residence at the
International Storytelling Center in Jonesborough.
TSA member Jeannine Pasini Beekman
has recently completed a four-year project designed
to create new artworks based on the oral histories of
North Louisiana elders who lived during the Great
Depression/New Deal Era. One of four national
artists working under the auspices of the National
Endowment for the Arts, Jeannine created, crafted,
composed and toured her production of “Voices of
Witness,” a full-length storytelling piece inspired
TSA board members at Tejas Storytellling Assoby the recollections and reminiscences of those who ciation Membership Meeting wearing hats replived it.
resentative of their respective board duties
Bilingual storyteller, MaryAnn Blue, gave
Jiaan Powers, Bernadette Nason, Greg Rodgers,
the keynote address at the 2010 UTSA Storytelling
Consuelo Samarripa, Don Sanders, Toni Simmons,
Festival in March. Designed to help educators
and Tim Tingle. TSA members and Librarian
incorporate storytelling into their classroom teaching,
“activists” Janet Latham and Sally Goodroe, along
the half-day festival also included workshops by
with
DeCee, planned and hosted the Storyswap, the
TSA’s Veronica Gard, Donna Ingham, Mary
Storytelling Concert, and other storytelling events.
Grace Ketner, and Sue Kuentz.
Thanks to all of you for holding open the door
Exactly a century after the New York City
between storytellers and libraries!
disaster, David Thompson and Lucinda Wise
TSA members Connie Neil Fisher, Jeannine
presented two performances of their multimedia
Pasini
Beekman,
and Fran Stallings will be featured
story program “The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory
storytellers
at
this
summer’s
Spirit of Oklahoma
Fire.” The team contributed the work in exchange for
Festival in Seminole, OK. Eldrena Douma will also
rental considerations to benefit the TSA conference
appear at the June 4-5 event as a “Spirit of Oklahoma”
at Austin’s St. Edwards University this summer.
Storyteller.
Thanks, David and Lucinda!
In April, at the annual gathering of the Texas
Congratulations to Tim Tingle on the spring
Folklore Society in Abilene Scott Bumgardner
release of Saltypie by Cinco Puntos Press. And to
presented a session called The Wheels of our Lives,
Donna Ingham on the July release of Mysteries
and Donna Ingham presented The Hanging of
and Legends of Texas by Globe Pequot Press.
Chipita Rodriguez. Fran Stallings gave a workshop
Eldrena Douma, Greg Rodgers, and Tim have each
titled, Science: Tell It Like A Story, at the Northlands
contributed stories to a new anthology from Fulcrum
Storytelling Conference. One of Anne McCrady’s
Publishing, Trickster: Native American Tale, a
poems from her 2004 book, Along Greathouse Road,
Graphic Collection, which pairs Native American
recently appeared in a mailing from Humanities,
storytellers with graphic arts illustrators to tell the
Texas.
old tales “comic book style.”
At the April Texas Library Association
Our own Mary Grace Ketner, Membership
Conference in San Antonio, TSA had a booth of its
Chair, was recently named a Storytelling World
own to distribute news about membership, events,
Award Gold Winner for her CD entitled Ghostly
local guilds, and anything else a librarian might
Gals and Spirited Women. If you missed her
want to know about storytelling in Texas. Also at
2008 Festival Workshop, Don’t Be Terrified of the
TLA as presenters or vendors (or both) were TSA
TEKS, you can catch an across-state-lines version,
Members Mary Ann Blue, Margaret Clauder,
Don’t Be Stymied by State Standards at the NSN
DeCee Cornish, Elizabeth Ellis, Dan Gibson, Gene
Conference in Los Angelos, July 29 - August 1,
and Peggy Helmick-Richardson, Donna Ingham,
2010.
Mary Grace Ketner, Sue Kuentz, Tom McDermott,
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Jaye’s Juicy Juncture
by Jaye McLaughlin, jayemclaughlin@hotmail.com

Ahhh . . . the after Festival nostalgia trip: remembering the good stories, good times, and good friends, learning at the
workshop, finding just the right place for that “Silent Auction” item, reading that new book, listening to that new CD.
But for some of us after Festival means getting ready for Conference. We have such a swell line-up coming in July;
you’ve got to be there. Last year at Conference we had our new 2009-2010 Directory. We have added many members this
past year and you are going to want to get your new 2010-2011 Directory. Our member survey (from the 27 that have been
tabulated) indicates that a paper copy is most favored and that is what we are getting ready to produce.
Our membership committee has been busy making phone calls to remind you that your dues are due. Be sure you are
included in this important document by paying your 2010 dues. The deadline is June 7 as Conference is July 9-11 this year.
The Directory is a historical record of TSA because it includes not only the listing of our members, but also our
affiliate guilds, the recipients of the TSA Awards, our youth members, past TSA Presidents and current Board Members.

guild gallery

by Jaye McLaughlin, jayemclaughlin@hotmail.com

In 2000 the TSA Board put out a New Guild Packet. The following are some suggestions for a guild meeting.
These can be used especially if you are starting a guild. But the suggestions are also good for on-going guilds, too.

Suggestions for Guild Meetings
Time and Style
Meetings should be no longer than 2-2.5 hours.
They should always start on time. Keep your meetings
casual and informal. Make sure everyone attending is
welcomed and feels a part of the proceedings.
Location
Find a central location for your area to hold
your meetings. Put announcements of meeting times
and locations in your city/town newspaper. Placing the
announcement in your library is also suggested.
Contact
On arrival, have people sign a roster giving their
name, complete address, telephone number and email
address. This is the beginning of your mailing list.
Sign Up to Tell
Have a sign-up list for folks who wish to tell. Set
a time limit for stories, for instance 10 to 15 minutes.
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Hold a Theme Meeting
February—love stories
May—stories about mothers
June—stories about fathers
July—patriotic stories
August—5-minute stories
October—scary stories
December—holiday stories
Provide Storytelling Information
Always provide information for local, Tejas, and
NSN storytelling events and organizations.
Suggested starters:
Ice Breakers are a good way to begin a meeting.
Each person can participate and the sharing creates a
relaxed atmosphere for longer stories.
What were your best and worst school subjects?
What was the first car you owned yourself?
As a child, who was your favorite movie star?
What is your favorite food? Why?
What was your first paying job?
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25th Anniversary
Texas Storytelling
Festival
3
2

5
4

6

7
6

1. Elida Bonet
2. Gene Helmick-Richardson under memorial banner
3. Donna Lively
4. Lucinda Wise and Vanessa Potter
5. TSA’s Festival Mascot on Festival tee-shirt quilt
6. Nancy Burks Worster
7. Deborah Wilder and Betty Berkey
8. Katy Rose Goodroe and Sally Goodroe
9. Saturday Evening Concert audience
10. Consuelo Samaripa, Ted Parkhurst at Talespinner
11. MaryAnn Blue, Kim Lehman, and David Goodroe
singing at Talespinner
12. Maria Hill, Joel Hill, and David Coffman at
Talespinner Dinner
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10

11

12
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Keith Kibby, Tejas
Tale Teller Youth
Rapt audience listening to talented youth
tellers during Festival Youth Concert

by Shelby Smith

Tejas Tale Teller
Saturday

Shelby Smith, TSA Youth
Coordinator and Bernadette
Nason, emcee for the Tejas
Tale Teller Youth Concert.

Texas Storytelling Youth
Spring Challenge

Youth Yarns

Scheduled for Saturday, May 1, the Spring
Challenge determines which youth storytellers from
each region will move on to the state competition which
Hats off to all the youth tellers, professional
will choose the Texas finalists who will continue on
tellers, coaches and parents who participated in Tejas
Tale Teller Saturday. Cheyenne Kennedy, Keith Kibby, to be considered for the National Youth Storytelling
Grady Stubsen, and Julia Higginbotham did themselves Youth Showcase, 2011. In addition, five students from
proud! Congratulations for a wonderful youth concert.
each region will be invited to tell at a special Doc
Thanks to Mary Ann Blue, the day was planned with
Moore Texas Youth Storytelling Showcase at the TSA
kids in mind and CiCi’s even provided pizza! In addition Conference in Austin this July. Keep an eye out for
to the youth concert, the entire family attended the
more information as it develops. If you want to stay in
Family Concert to kick off the morning. Students took
the “Youth Loop,” let Shelby Smith know. She’ll add
advantage of time after the youth concert to do some
you to the youth list.
story swapping. Toni Simmons and Bernadette Nason
For more information contact:
added their expertise as they led a workshop and oneShelby Smith shelby@tipitellers.org 214-212-1771
on-one coaching with each of almost twenty tellers! It
Sue Kuentz skuentz@gvtc.com 210-497-6200
proved to be a very productive Saturday!

Youth Storytelling Contacts for the State of Texas
Rio Grande Valley Area:
San Antonio Area: 		
				
Dallas/Fort Worth Area:
NYSS State Rep for Texas:
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Becky Martinez blorfeldm@yahoo.com
MaryAnn Blue mabstories@yahoo.com
Sue Kuentz skuentz@gvtc.com
Shelby Smith, shelby@tipitellers.org
Rosemary Davis rlgdavis@verizon.net

Texas Youth Named NYSS Finalist
Justin Lindstrom, fifteen-year-old son of Todd and Debbie Lindstrom of Frisco, is
a finalist for the National Youth Storytelling Showcase, which will be held in Pigeon Forge
Tennessee in June of 2010.
Justin is in the ninth grade in Frisco and is one of three high-school finalists for this
year’s National Youth Storytelling Showcase. His winning entry was an animated rendition of
“Gregory, the Noisiest and Strongest Boy in Granger’s Grove.”
This talented young man began his performance career speaking to the entire 5th grade
of the Frisco Independent School District, over 500 students. His range of appearances include
everything from being the entertainment for a local Cub Scout Award Ceremony to telling at
the Lone Star Storytelling Festival in both 2008 and 2009. His original story, “Uncle Sam’s
Pepper Stew,” received rave reviews.
Youth selected as national finalists will present their story during the Showcase, June
10 - 12, 2010, and a Grand Torchbearer will be chosen from among the performing finalists.

Justin Lindstrom

calendar of storytelling events
may 2010
May 1, 2010
Texas Storytelling Youth Challenge
Regional Events
San Antonio and Denton
May 8, 2010
Liars’ Workshop
Learn to tell your own whoppers!
Saturday, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
followed by concert, 5:00 p.m.
HEB Bunker Hill
9710 Katy Freeway
Houston, Texas
hsginfo@houstonstorytellers.org
May 28 - 29, 2010
Texoma Storytelling Festival
Denison, Texas
www.texomastorytellingfestival.com

july 2010
July 9-11, 2010
Tejas Storytelling Conference
St. Edward’s University
Austin, Texas
www.tejasstorytelling.com
tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
July 29-31, 2010
National Storytelling Network
Conference,
“Many Stories, One World.”
Los Angeles, California
http://www.storynet.org/conference/
index.html

october 2010
October 22 - 23, 2010
Tumbleweed Storytelling Festival
Abilene, Texas
www.tejasstorytelling.com

march 2011
March 10 - 13, 2011
2011 Texas Storytelling Festival
featuring Donald Davis
www.tejasstorytelling.com

june 2010
June 4-5, 2010
Spirit of Oklahoma
2010 Storytelling Festival
Seminole, Oklahoma
http://www.territorytellers.org/SpiritOf
Oklahoma/StorytellingFestival
June 11-13, 2010
Texas Folklife Festival
Storytelling Stage
Institute of Texan Cultures
Hemisfair Plaza, San Antonio, TX

Mary Grace Ketner and Elizabeth Ellis, Talespinner Dinner, 2010
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Tejas Summer Conference
Keynote Address . . . Two Plenary Sessions . . . 12 workshops . . .
Coaching Sessions . . . Evening Concerts . . . Sacred Stories . . .
. . .and the Doc Moore Youth Storytelling Showcase . . .
Telling the Embodied Tale:

Storytelling as a Living Pathway Between Self and Other
Milbre Burch - storyteller and recording artist
http://www.kindcrone.com

For Milbre Burch, storytelling marks a pathway toward spiritual wholeness
and inclusive community-making. This Grammy-nominated, Oracle-award-winning storyteller and emerging scholar of performance studies, will talk about the
process of listening to, living, telling, retelling, reading, researching, finding, and
creating stories based on the intersection of lived experience and the oral tradition.

Milbre Burch

Come On, You’re Killing Me!

Illness, Crisis, and Telling the Perfect Tale
Tom McDermott - storyteller, author, singer
www.tommcdermott.com

John Lennon once quipped, “Life is what happens to you when you are busy
making other plans.” Sometimes the carpet beneath our “plans” is suddenly
yanked out from under us by illness, tragedy, or crisis. Our tendency is to turn to
the experts in search of healing and restoration. With humor and stories, writing
exercises and interactive improvisational activities, Tom will explore a narrative
approach to how far our personal stories can take us every day.

Tom McDermott

First Do No Harm:

Storytelling to Wounded Listeners
Twice Upon a Time Storytellers
Gene and Peggy Helmick-Richardson
http://www.twicetellers.com

Gene and Peggy
Helmick-Richardson

Gene and Peggy share storytelling as a valuable resource to wholeness
in enviornments such as schools, treatment centers, domestic violence shelters,
medical and hospice facilities, dentention centers and prisons.
This plenary session offers discussion on story selection,
working with staff, issues to be aware of (and beware of )
for reaching the wounded listener in meaningful ways.
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Tejas Summer Conference

July 9 - 11, 2010
St. Edward’s University, Austin, Texas
				

							
No. Purchased		
Total
Tejas Storytelling Association membership
Individual Membership					
_____		
@ $ 35.00 ________
Family membership					
_____		
@ $ 60.00 ________
Organization membership				
_____		
@ $ 75.00 ________
Youth membership					
_____		
@ $ 10.00 ________
Registration Rates:				
			
Full weekend pass purchased by June 30, 2010: _____
@ $120.00 ________
Full weekend pass purchased July 1, 2010 or later: _____
@ $135.00 ________
One day pass, Friday, July 9 only:			
_____
@ $ 70.00 ________
One day pass, Saturday, July 10, only:			
_____		
@ $ 70.00 ________
Individual Sessions:
Friday or Saturday Plenary Session:			
_____		
@ $ 15.00 ________
One workshop:						
_____		
@ $ 25.00 ________
One concert:						
_____		
@ $ 12.00 ________
Total Ticket Purchases						
Total $ ________
Membership Discount: 20% on all prices
Subtract 20% of total ticket cost if TSA member Less member discount - $ ________
							
								
Total Purchase
$ _________
Complete and mail with payment to Tejas Storytelling Association, PO Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202
		
... or fax to (940) 380-9329. Please include credit card information, if applicable.
Download: Download this application at www.tejasstorytelling.com
Refunds: There will be no refunds after June 30, 2010
_____________________________________________ _____________________________________
Name						
		
Phone
_____________________________________________ _____________________________________
Address						
Cell
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________
City/State/Zip					
		
Email
 Enclosed is my check for $_________ made payable to Tejas Storytelling Association
Please charge my  Master Card  Visa
 American Express  Discovery
Name on card ____________________________________ Card number: _______________________
Expiration date: ___________

Signature ________________________________________________
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