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Tejas Summer Conference
July 9 - 11, 2010

St. Edward’s University
Austin, Texas

featuring Milbre Burch, Tom McDermott, 
and Twice Upon a Time Storytellers

	 Plan to arrive in Austin a little early for Conference on 
Thursday, July 8th.  You can meet other early arrivals at Threadgill’s 
(www.threadgills.com) at 6:00pm for a Dutch treat supper.  Then 
you can join the group headed to see the bats emerge from under the 
Congress Street Bridge. It is an awesome sight.
     Our keynote speaker, Milbre Burch, is one of the most thought 
provoking voices in the national storytelling community. Plenary 
sessions from Twice Upon A Time and Tom McDermott will provide 
new insights and opportunities for service.
    It’s all about choices! A great conference offers lots of them. 
Visit our website at www.tejasstorytelling.com to read about the 
sixteen fabulous workshops.  From Bernadette Nason’s “Captivate 
the Crowd” to Janet Bickle Burton’s “Using Facebook and Wiki: 
Create A Story-Networked Environment,” there will be something for 
everyone. If you haven’t mastered the skill of being in two places at 
once, be prepared to make some hard choices!
     Youth storytellers from both the northern and southern parts of 
the state gathered in May to compete in the Texas Youth Storytelling 
Challenge. Some of the winners will share their stories with us in a 
special concert on Saturday afternoon. Named in honor of Doc Moore 
for his longtime support of the work of youth tellers, the concert will 
feature Justin Lindstrom, one of the Torchbearers from the recent 
national competition in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, and other gifted 
young tellers.
     The Brothers who founded Saint Edward’s University created a 
replica of the Grotto at Lourdes on the campus. This evocative space 
will be the site of the Sacred Stories on Sunday morning. Join us for 
stories that speak to that special space inside each of us.  

Milbre Burch

Tom McDermott

Gene and Peggy
Helmick-Richardson
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Association

PO Box 2806
Denton, TX 76202

TSA Governing Board
Contact Information

Elizabeth Ellis, President
storyellis@sbcglobal.net

Donna Ingham, Vice-President
tell.write@gmail.com

MaryAnn Blue, Secretary
mabstories@yahoo.com

Marian Fleishmann, Treasurer
marianf44@gmail.com

Alice Evergreen
alice-evergreen@earthlink.net

Jaye McLaughlin
jayemclaughlin@hotmail.com

Eldrena Douma
bluecorn_teller@hotmail.com

Mary Grace Ketner
mgk@talesandlegends.net

Jeanette Harjo
jmharjo@hotmail.com

Phillip Harjo
wpharjo@hotmail.com

Tom Taylor
tabthabt@yahoo.com

David Thompson
davidat@stedwards.edu

Vivian Rutherford
vrutherford@ci.waco.tx.us

MISSION STATEMENT
Tejas Storytelling Association 
is a non-profit organization 

dedicated to fostering 
the appreciation 

of storytelling as an 
oral tradition, a performing art 

and an educational tool.

The Tejas Teller
is a bimonthly

 publication of the Tejas 
Storytelling Association.   

Jaye’s Juicy 		
	 Juncture
   by Jaye McLaughlin, 
	 jayemclaughlin@hotmail.com

	 Mary Grace Ketner, Membership Chair, and I are getting the 
new 2010-2011 TSA Directory readied for distribution at the TSA 
Conference in Austin, July 9-11.  It may look just a little different 
than last year’s directory.  Bigger.  Added items.  A list of past 
Presidents of TSA, a list of Youth Members, as well as an updated 
listing all the award recipients honored at our Festivals.
	 Of course, as you all know, we have been working as a 
volunteer organization for a year now. Our debt is lower and we are 
paying all of our bills. Thanks for all of your donations!  I must say 
that the year has taken its toll on volunteers.  So we need a broader 
base to assist in the workings of TSA.  We look to all of you - as 
members of TSA.  We need grant writers, program planners, people 
with ideas, and the time to carry through, as well. And TSA will 
continue to offer you opportunities to make your donations.  
	 Thanks all, for your continued support and love of Story!
		  Jaye McLaughlin

2007-2008 end of year 
Net Income: -$5,771.03
Line of Credit Debt: 
         only interest listed -$2,659.32

2008-2009 end of year
Net Income: -$3,379.68
Line of Credit Debt: -$28,122.39

2009-2010 end of  year
Net Income:  +$24,203.81
Line of Credit Debt: -$19,938.26

END OF THE YEAR FINANCIALS

TREASURER’S REPORT
JUNE 18, 2010
Our current bank balances are
General Fund         $21,548.77
HOT Funds               9,989.23
Doc Moore Fund     1,320.32
LINE OF CREDIT DEBT:  $13,518.81



3

th
e 

P
re

z’
 P

ie
ce

El
iz

ab
et

h 
El

lis
, T

SA
 P

re
si

de
nt

The fiscal year for our organization ends on 
May 31st. So it has been a full year since TSA 
became an all-volunteer organization. It has been 
a year filled with amazing events and wondrous 
happenings. An awesome Summer Conference. 
A successful first ever Tumbleweed Festival. A 
great Scare on the Square. And a 25th Anniversary 
Festival that exceeded even my huge expectations. 
Sometimes it has been a struggle, but the end result 
has been more than worth the effort.

We began the year with the Line Of 
Credit debt at nearly $30,000.  Through your 
generous support (and a lot of belt tightening), 
that debt has been reduced to $16,000. Yep, 
you read that right! Nearly half the debt has 
been paid off in one year. That is a testament 
to your belief in our organization and your 
willingness to support it. 

A year ago the membership of TSA 
numbered 195. Our membership has grown 
during this year to 237, an increase of 18 
per cent. Hats off to all you who encouraged 
new members to join!  To all old members: 
Welcome Back!

I have learned a great deal this past 
year, and I would like to put that to use for us. 
So I have asked your Board of Directors to 
allow me to stay as President for an additional 
year. I also feel continuity of leadership is 
very important at this time. I want to express 
my deep gratitude to every member of your 
Board. They have worked so hard on your 

behalf.  I hope you will thank them for the 
time, money, and energy they put into making 
us a stronger organization. 

The Tejas Board of Directors 
welcomes Donna Ingham, Tom Taylor, and 
Alice Evergreen, whom you recently elected. 
Each will be a valuable addition. Marian 
Fleishman, a leader in the Heart of Texas 
Guild in Waco, has taken a position at The 
University of North Texas and moved to 
Denton. I asked her to serve as an appointed 
Board Member because of her financial 
knowledge. We are eager to work with each 
of these new folks and are grateful to them 
for their willingness to step up to the plate 
when needed.The contact information for 
each of your Board Members is listed in this 
newsletter. Be in touch with your thoughts, 
suggestions, criticisms, or concerns. We do 
not just want to serve. We want to serve you 
well. That will be much easier with your 
imput.

Bobby Norfolk

Sherry Norfolk

Don Sanders

Tumbleweed
Storytelling Festival
October 22-23, 2010

Abilene, Texas
Storytelling and Workshops

Featured Tellers: Bobby Norfolk, Sherry Norfolk, 
Don Sanders, and Donna Ingham

Donna Ingham
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	 The May 2010 issue of 
Wacoan magazine included an article entitled 
“48 Reasons to Love Waco,” and reason #15 is 
the same reason we at TSA love Waco:  Vivian 
Rutherford!  Wacoan observes “Full of energy 
and love, Ms. Vivian greets babies, toddlers 
and preschoolers at the Central Library with a 
song, dance and a wonderful story or two each 
week…She is a Waco treasure, and her sincere 
love of children and story is apparent in all that 
she does.”

She’s unbelievable!  I mean 
Bernadette Nason, of course, winner of the 
Houston Liar’s Contest, closely trailed by 
untrustworthy David Taylor and incredible 
Brian Herod. Congratulations, folks! (If that’s 
what you say to liars!)

We are proud of “National Endowment 
for the Arts American Masterpieces” Toni 
Simmons, Tim Tingle, Tipi Tellers, (Shelby 
Smith, Jaye McLaughlin, and Tsagoi 
Jennings) and Shelly Kneupper Tucker.  
“American Masterpieces” are selected annually 
by the Texas Commission on the Arts on behalf 
of the NEA as part of an initiative to acquaint 
Americans with the best of their cultural and 
artistic legacy. 

MaryAnn Blue and Elizabeth Ellis 
will lead a pair Doc Moore Educational 
Outreach Workshops at UTSA’s Institute of 
Texan Cultures on August 7 as guests of the 

Institute and of the San Antonio Storytelling 
Association.  The workshops are beginner 
sessions for adults and youth, and SASA hopes 
to gain some new members from the initiative. 
Would your guild like to host a Doc Moore 
Educational Outreach Workshop?  TSA 
offers the opportunity as an affiliate guild 
benefit.  To find out how you can participate 
as a presenter or a host guild, ask Elizabeth, 
storyellis@sbcglobal.net.
	 Many thanks to our members and 
friends who are offering workshops at Austin’s 
Tejas Conference!  We plan to learn lots from 
Janet Bickel-Burton, DeCee Cornish, Janet 
Latham, Kim Lehman, Donna Lively, Marie 
Malo, Lucas Miller, Bernadette Nason, 
Barbara Cheatham Petsel, Sheila Phillips, 
Ed Shirley, Fran Stallings, and Lucinda 
Wise. 

MaryAnn Blue will be heading south 
to Guatemala in August for a night of ghost 
stories at Universidad Francisco Marroquin in 
Guatemala City.  She will also do a concert and 
workshop with children and a symposium with 
faculty on the importance of the oral tradition.

June’s Texas Folklife Festival gave an 
opportunity for some 40,000 people to hear 
storytelling, some for the first time.  Not that 
they all took advantage of it, but those who 
did got to hear great tales from Mark Babino, 
MaryAnn Blue, DeCee Cornish, Donna 
Ingham, Mary Grace Ketner, Sheila Phillips, 
Jerry Young, Twice Upon a Time (Gene and 
Peggy Helmick Richardson), and Rosemary 
Davis.  TSA’s John and Rosemary Davis have 
hosted storytelling at the festival for some 30 
years now, the oldest ongoing storytelling stage 
in Texas.

Our hearts go out to David Thompson, 
co-chair of the Committee for this summer’s 
Conference.  David’s partner, glass artist 
Steve McBrady, died in his sleep in the early 
morning hours of May 21.  It is good to know 
that two of our members have some of Steve’s 
enchanting stained glass art in their homes, for 
he donated two beautiful glass hangings to the 
conference raffle last year (and another one for 
2010).  We hope that our conference, “Story: 
A Path to Wholeness” may bring David some 
healing as well.

Vivian Rutherford, Waco
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Frisco Ninth Grader
Named Torchbearer at NYSS
	 Justin Lindstrom of Frisco, Texas, was named Torch-
bearer for the High School Division at the National Youth 
Storytelling Showcase, June 12, 2010, in Pigeon Forge, 
Tennessee. Justin Lindstrom

	 Justin was chosen as one of 
the fourteen finalists in the presti-
gious National Youth Storytelling 
Showcase from the applications sub-
mitted  by the Texas State Represen-
tative for NYSS, Rosemary Davis.
	 Three finalists competed 
in the High School Division:  Jus-
tin Lindstrom, a ninth grader from 
Frisco, Texas, who told “Gregory, 
the Noisiest and Strongest Boy in 
Granger’s Grove;” Gwendolyn Pol-
lock, an eleventh grader from Silver 
Springs, Florida, who told “His-
tory in Song;” and Aubrey Taylor, 
a ninth grader from American Fork, 

Utah, who told “The Power of the 
Lambs.” Aubrey’s talents earned her 
the title of Grand Torchbearer for 
2010 Showcase.  Justin was selected 
as Torchbearer for the High School 
Division. 
	 Justin’s animated rendi-
tion of this tale full of sound effects 
showed he was following in the 
footsteps of the greatest tall-tale tell-
ers of a state well known for both the 
tales and the yarn-spinners.
	 In order to become a finalist 
in the National Youth Storytelling 
Showcase, kids from kindergarten 
through twelfth-grade must compete 

at the state level to become one of 
the five entries competing for a place 
as finalist in the National Youth 
Storytelling Showcase. The Torch-
bearers for each division receive a 
cash award of $300 and a trophy.  
The Grand Torchbearer receives a 
cash award of $500  along with the 
trophy. Doc Moore served as the 
NYSS State Rep for Texas for many 
years during which time Texas has 
become a strong presence at NYSC. 
Justin joins a fine legacy of Finalists, 
Torchbearers and Grand Torchbear-
ers who have come from this state in 
years past.	 . . . R.G. Davis

    If you are reading this, you are either a storyteller 
or a storytelling fan.  So in describing how wonderful 
the Tejas Storytelling Conference has been for us, 
we’re going to rely on something we’re all familiar 
with—metaphor.
     We don’t have to tell you what a gift it is to 
be given a story.  Stories can be compared to 
flowers—roses for love stories, dandelions for tales 
of mischievous youth, daisies for whimsy, and of 
course, bluebonnets for Texas tales.  By the time we 
leave the Texas Storytelling Festival, each of us heads 
back home with an array of colorful flowers.
     In turn, the storytelling conference provides us the 
tools and training, soil and seeds, to plant our own 
flower gardens.  We get to work side-by-side with 
other storytellers, digging in the dirt while sharing 
our own knowledge and expertise, suggesting new 
types of flowers, and advice on when to fertilize 
and when to prune.  And of course, we can’t forget 
that most valuable warning just before we grab for a 
handful of thorns!

     The unique theme of each conference has provided 
us the opportunity to expand our gardens, experiment 
with new species, direct us to new locations to grow 
flowers, and introduce us to new people with whom 
to share bouquets.  We could fill the Teller with the 
names of other storytellers who have taught, inspired 
and guided us at storytelling conferences.  Today, 
we consider these a vital process in our storytelling 
development.
     We are particularly excited that this year we have 
the chance to share our experience in storytelling 
in therapeutic settings—places that usually have 
more briars than blossoms. Each and every one of us 
has something to be grown in one or more of these 
locations or can be transplanted to other settings, and 
we hope to inspire others to grow their own healing 
gardens.  
	 Hmmm . . . would this be represented by 
bright purple coneflowers, dainty yellow chamomiles 
and white sage?  That would be lovely.
	 by Gene and Peggy Helmick-Richardson

Conference Inspirations
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Tejas member, John Davis, 
clearing snow from car, winter 
2009/2010

It was a cold, cold winter 2009-2010!  This 
is always good to remember when the 
hot summer sun is shining down on us.  
Remember staying inside and wrapping up 
in your blankets?  Well, it led Jerry Young, 
that ole Texas Tale Rattler to send out the 
following email.
“Dear friends.
 	 It’s cold outside! And that’s no lie!!!  But 
look on the good side.  This weather is the kind 
of weather that lies are made of.  
 	 Now, it’s a fact that I can’t tell a lie.  Evidence 
of that fact???  I’ve entered the major liars 
contests across the “Lone Star Sate”--George West, 
Houston, Austin, Denton--and I’ve never been 
crowned Champeen Liar.  But I keep trying to keep up 
with the likes of Dan Gibson, Sheila S. Phillips, Donna 
Ingham, Leslie Buie and Skip Skipworth.  So here’s my 
cold weather story.

The winter of Two Thousand Ten was so 
cold that there was a 20 to 25 minute delay around 
the bird feeder as pigeons lined up for de-icing before 
take off.
 	 Yours truly, with malice toward none and with 
charity for all to anyone who tops this bold attempt at 
cold weather whopper.

	 Jerry
	 A Texas Talerattler

Then other folks, fingers freezing over the 
computer keyboards responded.  And their tales follow.  
Read and enjoy!  Thanks all for your permission to 
share your tall tales.
	
	 It was so cold that the coyotes in East Texas 
came inside for their morning coffee and were 
watching the weather channel. It was so cold that the 
coyotes just shook the trees and the frozen squirrels 
fell out and needed help to microwave them to thaw.  It 
was so cold that that rabbits wanted to be eaten, just to 
get warm.  It was so cold that the internet froze in mid 
megabi

	 R. W. Nash
	

	 I wish I could claim that I wrote this 
event.  But I cannot lie, it was passed on to me quite 
some years ago. 
	 Back in my youth before I was old enough 
to vote, legally that is, I used to go down to my Great 
Uncle Charlie’s farm to go duck hunting.  There on 
the back side of his farm was a small pond - about five 
acres in size, known by all as “Little Pond.”  As the 
ducks migrated south in the winter, “Little Pond” was a 
favorite stopover.  It was not unusual to see three, four, 
even five hundred ducks on “Little Pond.” 
 	 One winter morning I went down to Uncle 
Charlie’s to see if I could “harvest” a couple of those 
fine ducks for dinner.  It was just breaking daylight 
when I got back across the fields to “Little Pond.”  Just 
a few yards before I got into position, my feet got 
tangled up in some velvet bean vines, I tripped and my 
shotgun accidentally went off.  Well, that alerted the 
ducks and they all took to the air in a wad. 
 	 As I said, it was winter and during the night 
“Little Pond” had froze solid.  And everyone of those 
ducks’ feet was froze solid in the ice.  And when they 
all took to the air, they just lifted “Little Pond” with 
them, and I stood there and watched in total shock as 
those ducks headed south with “Little Pond” frozen to 
their feet.  All that was left of “Little Pond” was a five 
acre hole in the ground. 
 		  Leslie Buie

I remember one winter down in the East Fork 
river bottom it got so cold I went to milk the cows and 
the milk streams would freeze before it hit the bucket. I 
just broke them off and stacked them on the back porch 
like firewood. When I wanted a glass of milk, I would 
take a stick of milk in the house, stand it up in a glass. 
When it melted I would have a glass of milk.

	 Randall L Martin

Blizzard in July
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Okay, you anecdotal junkies 
out there. Be honest. You’d have been 
right there with me, shouting, “Road 
trip!” Whether she knew it or not, 
Ms. Self-deprecating had created the 
perfect opening line for what could 
be a very interesting tale. 

Nine months later, I was four 
hours into the trip, on a two lane state 
highway, headed into far southwest 
Texas and looking for a farm to 
market road that was nowhere to 
be found on my map. I hadn’t seen 
another vehicle in over 100 miles. I’d 
lost a cell signal hours ago, and the 
only thing roaming out there were 
buzzards – dozens of them. I laughed 
out loud at having agreed to this trip 
and rolled down my window, “Can 
you hear me now?” Even my GPS 
screen went blank.

It’s curious to me how much 
of my childhood was marked by a 
dismissive attitude when it came to 
daily choices. How many times did a 
parent or a friend or a teacher suggest 
some new activity with a “come on, 
it will be fun” cheer, and my first 
thought was “Why would I want to 
do that?” The activity was unfamiliar, 
strange - risky. Little did I know the 
beginning of a great tale might have 
been perched on the other side of that 
sentiment. 

I spent a good portion of my 
young adulthood listening selectively 

to the world around me. Some would 
say this is simply an occupational 
hazard of being male, out of which 
most men never grow. 
But I think we all do it to 
some degree, men and 
women. It’s too easy 
to stick to the familiar 
roads rather than the 
ones less traveled. A 
lot of folks tend to 
approach the day with 
a “my plate’s already 
too full” attitude. And 
like the old Zen tale 
where the master pours 
tea into the student’s already full cup 
causing it to spill over, folks live with 
a cup already full of what they know 
and have little room for the lessons 
of the day.

Now for me, a good day 
is one where, like so many good 
story beginnings, I get lost - lost on 
purpose. Every year I do choose at 
least one weekend (sometimes even a 
week) to attend a conference or retreat 
facility with no real agenda other 
than to get lost. Granted, I usually 
choose an event whose subject matter 
is somewhat related to my life and 
endeavors. I did once stumble on an 
electrical engineering conference at 
a hotel where I was staying in San 
Jose, California. Nothing they talked 
about made any logical sense to me.  

So the words took on new meanings 
offering me new insights. One of 
the instructors stated, for example, 

“If your bipolar junction 
switch isn’t working, 
you’ll experience a sudden 
higher brightness to 
luminance ratio ultimately 
leading to total brown 
out.” I wanted to shout, 
“Man, I can’t tell you how 
often that has happened to 
me.”)

Okay, so here’s the 
point to all this rambling. 
You and I have a great 

opportunity to “get lost” in Austin 
the weekend of July 9 at the Tejas 
Storytelling Association’s Summer 
Conference. Sure, there will be some 
great workshops and speakers on a 
wide range of pragmatic topics. I’m 
even sure it will be really entertaining. 
So, come on! I hope you’ll join me and 
a bunch of other anecdotal junkies for 
an unusual weekend of new ideas and 
insights.  And even come with your 
expectations if you must. 

But then lose them at the 
door, save only the desire to be lost on 
purpose for a little while. Sometimes 
there is nothing so truly satisfying 
as that. Something inspiring and 
more than helpful will fill the void, 
I’m sure. Oh, and take the long way 
getting there!

I was attending a library conference last year when a librarian 
approached me and said in a self-deprecating tone, “You couldn’t 
possibly want to come to our town. We’re out in the middle of 
nowhere. People get lost before they’re half way there. You can’t even 
find us on the map!” I had my calendar out and open before she’d said 
another word. “Do you have a date in mind?” I asked. 

Come Get Lost
by Tom McDermott

Tom McDermott
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Youth Yarns

Youth Storytelling Contacts for the State of Texas

Rio Grande Valley Area:  	 Becky Martinez blorfeldm@yahoo.com
San Antonio Area:  		  MaryAnn Blue mabstories@yahoo.com
				    Sue Kuentz skuentz@gvtc.com
Dallas/Fort Worth Area:	 Shelby Smith, shelby@tipitellers.org
NYSS State Rep for Texas:	 Rosemary Davis rlgdavis@verizon.net

Whoopee!  There’s going to be another 
Tejas Tale Teller Saturday!  This time it will be 
at the Tejas Storytelling Conference in Austin.  
For the first time this year TSA is sponsoring 
a full day of activities just for YOUTH at the 
conference!  Youth have never been included at 
the conference before, so this is exciting news.  
TSA considers Tejas Tale Tellers an important part 
of the association and is offering youth a chance 
to work with the pros.  It will begin with a “Get-
To-Gather” for all youth around the state. This is 
intended to be a time to get to know other youth 
tellers and develop a sense of community.  After 
that, there are several opportunities to attend 
workshops that best suit your needs.  I suggest a 
workshop with Bernadette Nason.  She will be 
presenting Captivate Your Crowd: Performance 
Techniques, and no one could be better qualified 
than this veteran actress and storyteller. Kim 

Lehman presents a workshop in the afternoon 
called Telling Stories with Scissors, Paper, Strings, 
and Things.  She has all kinds of ways to give 
your tales a twist.  Just when we don’t think this 
conference can’t get any better, everyone will 
have a chance to experience the excitement of the 
first Doc Moore Youth Storytelling Showcase 
premiering the finalists from the Texas Storytelling 
Youth Challenge.  Students from North Texas and 
South Central Texas will be coming together to 
demonstrate the best of youth storytelling.  Tejas 
Tale Teller Saturday - I urge you to take advantage 
of this FREE opportunity to improve your 
storytelling skills, meet new people, and have fun 
at the same time.  For registration, contact Shelby@
tipitellers.org or download the registration form on 
tejasstorytelling.com.  Go to Youth Storytelling and 
download the Tejas Tale Teller Saturday PDF and 
send it to TSA.
 

by Shelby Smith, shelby@tipitellers.org

Betsy Mosier emcees Award 
Ceremony at North Texas TYSC 
on May 1, 2010
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TSYC Results for May 1, 2010
The end of the school year signifies many 

milestones in learning and storytelling.  The May 
2010 TSYC comes at the end of the year, showing 
off our hard earned stories and encouraging us to 
improve - to get ready for the next challenge, guild 
meeting or Tellabration.  Congratulations go to all 
our winners at Texas Storytelling Youth Challenge.  
As I continue to say, “Everyone is a winner at 
TSYC”.  It takes a lot of practice and courage to 
stand in front of a panel of judges and tell a story.  
Everyone did a wonderful job and all the judges had 
a very difficult job selecting the finalists.  

North Texas TSYC
High School
1st Place - Thomas Elledge,Williamsburg Academy, 
Frisco
2nd Place - Keith Kibby, Centennial High School, Frisco
Middle School 5-6
1st Place - Alex Alford, Gunstream Elementary, Frisco
2nd Place - Cheyenne Kennedy, Duncanville 
(homeschool)
4th Grade
1st Place - Ryan Attaway, W.S. Ryan Elementary, Denton
2nd Place - Juliet Burr, L.A. Nelson Elementary, Denton
3rd Grade
1st Place - Cheyenne De Leon, W. S. Ryan Elementary, 
Denton
2nd Place - Grayden Stubsten, W.S. Ryan Elementary, 
Denton
3rd Place - Natalia Martinez, W.S. Ryan Elementary, 
Denton
Tandem 
Nick Curtis, W.S. Ryan Elementary, Denton and Carson 
Nick, L.A. Nelson Elementary, Denton

South Central Texas TSYC:
Medal Winners, San Antonio TSYC
2nd Grade:
Gold: Avery Huddleston, “Little Red Cowgirl Hat”
Silver: Olivia Woods, “The Little Old Lady in the 
Vinegar Bottle”
Bronze: Sam Hernandez, “The Jalapeno Man”
3rd Grade, Division 1:
Gold:  Jolie Heereman, “The Tulip Trade”
Silver: Elijah Sims, “The Colorful Pony”
Bronze: Jackie Leavitt, “Millionaire Miser”
Bronze: Kayla Cassady, “Walter, the Farting Dog”
3rd Grade, Division 2:
Gold: Sydney Smith, “The Mouse and the Sausage”
Silver: Colby S. Fern, “Quackling”
Bronze: Derrick Wilson, “The First Christmas Tree”
Bronze: Arianna Munoz, “The Willies”
Bronze: Daniel Huantes, “Brer Possom”
4th Grade, Division 1:
Gold: J.T. Garcia, “The Master Thief”
Silver: Ruth Ann Chincanchan, “The Laughing Skull”
Bronze: Justin Chappell, “The Gold Miner’s Daughter”
4th Grade, Division 2:
Gold: Tatiana Mirabent, “The Story of Telekis”
Silver: Philip Clement, “Tio Conejo, the Hurricane and 
the Moon”
Bronze: Aurora Cassady, “Zomo the Rabbit”
Bronze: Cassady Kreuser, “The Wide Mouth Frog”
5th Grade Tandem:
Gold: Lyle Sellieson and Luke Rowland (Tandem), 
“Wiley and the Hairy Man”
5th Grade:
Gold: Benjamin Parrish, “A Conversation with Miss 
Hood”
Silver: Valeria De Las Casas, “The Day it Snowed 
Tortillas”
Bronze: Danny Paramo, “The Debate in Sign Language”
Bronze: Evan Couch, “Jaimie and the Ladder”

Award Recipients, North Texas TSYC

Fourth Grade, Division One Medalists, 
San Antonio Area TSYC
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Jeannine Pasini Beekman

Ask Your Omsbuddie. . . 

Dear Omsbuddie,
	
	 I am always impressed with the workshops TSA includes in the Festival and the 
Conference, but I’m not able to attend as often as I would like.  Since the Conference is 
being held in Austin and there is a new festival with workshops out in Abilene, what are 
the chances of spreading the wealth of knowledge around even more?
	 Signed: Forlorn in Fabens

Dear Seeker of Story Sustenance,
	
	 We’re sorry that you can’t get to each and every event TSA sponsors but want you to know that you 
are not Neglected in Notrees. We completely understand the limits of time and money our members face. The 
response to the Tumbleweed Festival in Abilene was such that other communities have asked TSA to help 
establish new events in their towns. Now that we are an all-volunteer organization, and are working hard to pay 
off our debts, we want to make sure that everything we do is on solid footing before taking on any new efforts. So, 
for the time being, we are not instituting any new events.
	 The good news is that we already have a project in place designed to help members in your situation. The 
Doc Moore Educational Outreach Fund makes it possible for local guilds to put on an outstanding workshop at an 
affordable price. Established in 2005, the program is a collaborative effort between TSA, the local guild, and the 
storyteller/workshop presenter. 
	 This is how it works. A local guild submits a request to TSA. TSA then contacts one of our world-class 
tellers.  The storyteller agrees to give the workshop (and often an evening concert) for free. Using monies from 
the Doc Moore Fund, TSA covers the storyteller’s transportation expenses. The local guild is responsible for 
securing a venue, providing publicity, and housing and feeding the guest teller. The only restriction is that the 
workshop must be open to the public and free of charge. 
	 By setting the program up this way, everyone has ownership:  TSA is investing in the success of local 
guilds; guilds are investing in their membership; storytellers are investing in both. However, the only way to 
insure that all this investing produces dividends instead of debits is for TSA members to invest as well. To that 
end, any and all donations are welcome and we promise to use them for the donor’s designated purpose. 

	 Yours for ostentatious outreach –
		  Omsbuddie

  ASK YOUR TSA OMSBUDDIE provides an opportunity for the TSA 
membership to receive specific information regarding any and all 
aspects of your organization.  Concerns may be directed to Jeannine 
Pasini Beekman at j9pb@juno.com.  She will not rest - okay, she 
might take a latte break now and then - until she finds the facts.  Your 
questions will be handled confidentially and every one will receive a 
response.  Those deemed of interest to the entire membership will be 
published in the Tejas Teller.
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calendar of storytelling events 
october 2010

Octobrt 1-4
National Storytelling Festival

Jonesborough, Tennessee
http://www.lonestarstories.org/

October 8-9, 2010
Lone Star Storytelling Festival

Frisco, Texas
featuring Willy Claflin, 

David Novak, Sue Roseberry, 
and Antonio Sacre

http://www.lonestarstories.org/

October  22 - 23, 2010
Tumbleweed Storytelling Festival

featuring Bobby Norfolk, 
Sherry Norfolk, 

Donna Ingham, and Don Sanders
Abilene, Texas

www.tejasstorytelling.com

October 23, 2010
Scare on the Square

Denton, Texas , by the Courthouse

november 2010

November 6, 2010
George West Storyfest

a free event with three storytelling 
stages, around the squaare 

in George West, Texas
www.georgeweststoryfest.org

November 20, 2010
Tellabration! 

International Storytelling Event
Local storytelling events held in com-
munities all over the world during the  

same weekend all over the world
http://www.tellabration.org/

July  9-11, 2010
Tejas Storytelling Conference

featuring Milbre Burch, 
Tom McDermott, 

and Twice Upon a Time Storytellers
St. Edward’s University

Austin, Texas 
www.tejasstorytelling.com
tsa@tejasstorytelling.com

July 29-31, 2010
National  Storytelling Network 

Conference, 
“Many Stories, One World.”

Los Angeles, California
http://www.storynet.org/conference/

index.html

july 2010

august 2010 march 2011
March 10 - 13, 2011

2011 Texas Storytelling Festival
featuring Donald Davis

and Jeannine Pasini Beekman
www.tejasstorytelling.com

August 7, 2010
Workshop: Let’s Tell Stories

Saturday, August 7, 2010
Institute of Texan Cultures,

9:30 a.m. Adult Beginning Storytelling
2:30 p.m. Youth Storytelling

mgk@talesandlegends.net

San Antonio Area TYSC 
Medalists appearing on 
stage at the Texas Folklife 
Festival during the Youth 
Concert on Sunday, June 
13, 2010.  Left to right:  
Avery Huddleston, Jolie 
Heerema, Cassady Kreus-
er, J.T. Garcia, and Phillip 
Clement.
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