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Four individuals have been recognized with awards 
in 2012 by the Tejas Storytelling Association. At the 
Texas Storytelling Festival in March three awards were 
presented. Mary Ann Blue received the John Henry 
Faulk Award for outstanding contributions to the art 
of storytelling; Shelby Smith received the Marvin Brown 
Volunteer Service Award; and Elizabeth Ellis received 
the Special Service Award. At the Texas Storytelling 
Conference in June Dr. Marian Martinez received the 
Colson-Herndon Educator’s Award.

Mary Ann Blue – John Henry 
Faulk Award 

John Henry Faulk was a radio host 
and master storyteller whose remi-
niscences of rural Texas reflected the 
spirit and love of the simple life. He is 
best remembered as one who contrib-

uted to our nation’s history by standing strong on be-
half of the First Amendment during the McCarthy Era. 
The award named for him is presented annually to a 
person whose devotion to storytelling over a significant 
period of time has made an appreciable and meaning-
ful difference. 

Mary Ann Blue’s contributions to storytelling include 
those in education, performance, and volunteerism in 
local and state organizations. A Spanish teacher for 
over 30 years, she says that much of her experience has 
been in private schools working with younger children. 

“While teaching Spanish in a preschool in the 1980s I 
discovered that using storytelling as a teaching tool was 
the perfect way to teach language,” she says. She began 
to share her techniques at state, national, and interna-
tional language conferences, and her methods found 
their way into textbooks and teacher training.

Most recently she was storyteller-in-residence for an 
institute sponsored in 2004 by the National Endowment 
for the Humanities and Columbia University called 
La realidad magica de Oaxaca (The Magic Reality 
of Oaxaca). She and her colleagues worked with 25 
Spanish teachers from around the nation on creat-
ing units of study based on folk art and folklore. She 
currently teaches Spanish at Saint Mary’s Hall in San 
Antonio, where, she says, “story is a major component 
in my curriculum in my kindergarten, third and fourth 
grade classes.”

While in Dallas she was program director for St. 
Mark’s Day Camp for 17 years. During her time there 
she established a storytelling program, which was a sub-
stantial part of the day camp program. She hired local 
professional storytellers for low-key, small group story-
telling, where the tellers had an opportunity to work on 
their repertoire and try out new stories. The campers 
were encouraged to tell their own stories as well, and 
there were a number of youth telling events. Storytellers 
were also booked for special storytelling concerts and 
evening events at the camp during the summer. 
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She continues to coach youth storytellers at St. Mary’s Hall after 
school. “I love working with young storytellers,” she says. “We have a thriv-
ing program at Saint Mary’s Hall involving students from 2nd-5th grades. 
I work with the 4th and 5th graders. We have enjoyed great success with 
the National Youth Storytelling Showcase, having three storytellers from 
our school named as National Torchbearers and several more national 
finalists.”

Mary Ann has also worked, and continues to work, as a profession-
al storyteller. In the 1990s she taught part time and was able to spend 
more time telling in schools and libraries. “I spent a lot of my time in the 
Rio Grande Valley and South Texas, telling stories bilingually or entirely in 

Awards...continued from page 1

2012-2013 TSA  
Governing Board

Gary Patton, President 
garypattonlaw@sbcglobal.net 

Waynetta Ausmus, Vice President 
waynetta@luckymeranch.com 

Nancy Self, Secretary 
nself42@gmail.com 

Abbie Ryan Randolph, Treasurer 
abbie.randolph@yahoo.com 

Judy Berry 
jmberry44@hotmail.com

Elizabeth Ellis 
storyellis@sbcglobal.net

Reagin Hults 
rfhults@hultsgroup.com

Donna Ingham 
tell.write@gmail.com

Valerie Kimble 
kimblevalerie@yahoo.com

Sharon Manning 
books2921@aol.com

Tom McDermott 
uketeller@aol.com

Paula Schlegel 
paula.schlegel@yahoo.com

Tom Taylor 
tabhabt@yahoo.com

Larry Thompson 
larrythompson@ureach.com

Dru Woods 
druwoods@yahoo.com 

Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a non-

profit organization dedicated to fostering 
the appreciation of storytelling as an 

oral tradition, a performing art, and an 
educational tool.
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Newsletter Returns
We’re b-a-a-a-ck! After an absence of several months, the Tejas Teller is 
once again being published and distributed to TSA members. When former 
newsletter editor David Thompson resigned, it took some reorganizing to 
recruit a new editor and staff and to set up a new means of production. 
Board member Donna Ingham agreed to head up the publications 
committee and be editor beginning with this July/August edition.

With the able assistance of Karen Wollscheid, who is also our webmaster, 
Rosemary Davis, our graphic artist, and Paul Porter, our photographer, we 
will publish the newsletter on a bi-monthly basis. The staff also includes 
Sheila Phillips, who will continue as Guild News editor. Gary Patton, TSA 
president, and Elizabeth Ellis, mentor to us all, will be invited to submit a 
column for each issue.

Credit goes to Elizabeth Ellis’s son, Scooter, and to Rosemary Davis, who 
kept members in the information loop with email blasts via Constant 
Contact while the newsletter was inactive. We will continue to rely on 
Constant Contact and the TSA Facebook page for “breaking news” and 
timely reminders about events and deadlines. And, of course, the TSA 
website (www.tejasstorytelling.com) is a ready source of information.

This current issue of the Tejas Teller will be distributed first electronically, 
but if you want a printed copy of this newsletter and succeeding newsletters 
mailed to you, please notify the editor at tell.write@gmail.com. 

General news items or inquiries can be sent to Donna as well at tell.write@
gmail.com, but Guild News items should be sent to Sheila at zoolady@
airmail.net. The deadline for the September/October issue is Aug. 15.
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them up on stage. With the support of Julia Gibson, we 
presented a successful youth concert.” 

And so it began, Shelby’s involvement with Texas 
youth and storytelling. “I guess, since I didn’t say ‘No,’ 
Karen Morgan [past president and executive director 
of TSA] asked me to do it again and again until she 
finally made a nametag for me saying ‘Shelby Smith, 
Youth Coordinator.’ From then on, I knew I had been 
pegged.” 

 As well as producing the youth concerts at the an-
nual Texas Storytelling Festival, Shelby tried to create 
as many other venues as possible for youth storytellers 
and encourage teachers and librarians to initiate story-
telling clubs throughout the state. She developed a list 
of email contacts she called her “Youth Loop.” 

With Janet Latham’s help, she held regular Texas 
Storytelling Youth Challenge (TSYC) competitions in 
north Texas beginning in 2004. Shelby is quick to give 
others credit for helping her along the way. Sue Kuentz, 
of San Antonio, provided her with all the TSYC forms 
so that Shelby could adapt them for north Texas. “San 
Antonio was active long before I got involved,” Shelby 
says, “but I know that North Texas has been repre-
sented at NYSS [National Youth Storytelling Showcase] 
since 2006.” She traveled to Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, 
to see how they conducted NYSS and to support the 
Texas students who were invited to tell there. She cre-
ated StoryLaunch/youth workshops in north Texas 
to prepare students for TSYC, and she produced the 
DocMoore Youth Storytelling Showcase concert at one 
of the TSA conferences in Austin.

She formed the Texas Storytelling Association 
Youth Committee (TSAY), with members represent-
ing most of the areas of Texas. With input from stu-
dents, TSAY created a name, Tejas Tellers, and t-shirts 
with a logo. Shelby created a TSA youth membership 
and wrote a “Youth Yarns” column for the Tejas Teller 
newsletter. Now a resident of east Texas, near Spurger, 
she will be back in the classroom this fall teaching 

Spanish,” she says. “This is my favorite kind of telling.” 
She was featured at some of the early George West 
Storyfests, the Almost Bugaboo Springs Storytelling 
Festival, and the 1997 Texas Storytelling Festival. 
She is still actively involved as a teller for the George 
West Storyfest, the University of Texas at San Antonio 
Storytelling Festival, and was featured again this year at 
the Texas Storytelling Festival. 

Back in the 1990s she was a guest storyteller on 
the PBS show “Barney and Friends,” and she told what 
she calls a language acquisition story, “meaning a story 
with simple, sheltered language and lots of repetition.” 
One of her bilingual stories has been printed in several 
anthologies.

A willing worker, Mary Ann served as president of 
the Dallas Storytelling Guild in the late 1980s—early 
1990s and has been a volunteer for TSA since the orga-
nization began. “I attended the first storytelling festival 
and was hooked. I began working with Finley Stewart 
as part of the festival committee. I served as commit-
tee chair, program chair and assistant festival direc-
tor, among other less prestigious titles over the years.” 
Most recently, she served as co-chair of the 24th Texas 
Storytelling Festival and artistic director of the 25th 
Anniversary Festival and the 26th Festival. She has 
served twice on the TSA board of directors, once in the 
1990s and once during this millennium.

Shelby Smith – Marvin Brown 
Volunteer Service Award

Shelby Smith knew the man for 
whom the volunteer service award 
she received is named, the late Marvin 
Brown. In fact, she inherited his job, 
more or less. “I remember finishing my 
last year of teaching in spring of 2000.” 

Shelby says. “At that point, Marvin Brown had stepped 
down as youth coordinator. I was asked to select stu-
dent tellers for a youth concert. I gathered up some 
students whose names Marvin had given me but didn’t 
have enough, so I drafted a few of my students. I helped 
them select stories and coached them and then stuck 

Awards...continued from page 2
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English and world history, and she’s already thinking 
about starting a storytelling club. She started the Big 
Thicket Storytelling Circle in 2004 and, since 2006, 
has produced “Ghosts and Legends of Texas Past” in 
Woodville. 

Her volunteerism now extends to community the-
ater in Kountze and at Kirby Hill-House. At various 
times she has been actor, director, and backstage crew.

Of her years working with the youth, in particular, 
Shelby says, “Everything I did with our youth reward-
ed me ten-fold as I watched those youngsters learning 
to get up in front of people and read the audience, as 
well as developing confidence and poise. I know their 
families will also always appreciate and support the art 
of storytelling. I hope that I have helped create a more 
discerning, enthusiastic audience for storytelling in the 
coming years.”

Elizabeth Ellis – Special Service 
Award

According to Nancy Self, chair 
of the TSA Awards Committee, “the 
Tejas Storytelling Association’s Special 
Service Award is indeed special—recog-
nizing that above-and-beyond kind of 
special service that some people are 

willing to offer to TSA and to the storytelling commu-
nity in general.” It is not presented every year because it 
is the rare person who demonstrates the level of dedica-
tion required to spend hours contributing leadership, 
organizational expertise, workshop instruction, story 
performance, and countless other volunteer tasks.

The 2012 recipient, Elizabeth Ellis, is just such a 
person. Already a recipient of the John Henry Faulk 
Award—the first, back in 1986—Elizabeth has spent 
more woman hours than anyone would care to count 
working on behalf of TSA in particular and storytelling 
in general. She has served a number of terms on the 
TSA board over the years and been president during 
particularly critical times in the organization’s history. 
Most recently she oversaw the transition of TSA back to 

an all-volunteer leadership model with an active and re-
sponsible board of directors, and she worked tirelessly 
with the membership to get TSA out of deep debt.

 When there is a tough job to do—say, grants com-
mittee chair or festival director, for example—Elizabeth 
does not shirk. She is, as she says, “in the high ready po-
sition” to help anyone do just about anything. She has 
contributed not only her time and talent (at no small 
cost to her own professional storytelling career) but her 
money as well in support of storytelling organizations 
at both the state and national levels.

The National Storytelling Network has recognized 
her with a Circle of Excellence Award presented to “art-
ists who are recognized nationally by their peers to be 
master storytellers who set the standards for excellence 
and have demonstrated, over a significant period of 
time, a commitment and dedication to the art of story-
telling.” NSN has also presented her with a Service and 
Leadership Award for her significant contributions to 
her local and regional storytelling communities and for 
using storytelling to make a significant contribution to 
the larger community in which she lives. 

Elizabeth’s storytelling career has taken her from 
her Appalachian roots and her current Dallas home to 
such far-flung places as New Zealand during her 25-
plus years of touring and telling. She has been featured 
numerous times at the National Storytelling Festival 
and has been a Teller-in-Residence at the International 
Storytelling Center in Jonesborough, Tennessee. That 
visibility is good for Texas too.

It is through the actions of special individuals like 
Elizabeth that TSA has become connected to and recog-
nized within the greater storytelling community, while 
gaining recognition and leadership status throughout 
the state and nation. Her past and on-going service has 
definitely made a notable impact upon the profession 
of storytelling as well as the visibility and contributions 
of the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Awards...continued from page 3

Continued...



5 

Miriam Martinez – Colson-
Herndon Educator’s Award

The Colson-Herndon Educator’s 
Award is named for Dr. Ted Colson 
and Dr. Rosanna Herndon, long-time 
university professors of communica-
tion and pioneer leaders of the story-

telling movement in Texas. The award is presented to 
“educators who give of their time and talent to mentor 
an individual or group in storytelling or have been in-
strumental in promoting storytelling in their field.”

This year’s recipient of the award, Dr. Miriam 
Martinez, is a specialist in children’s literature, liter-
ary response, and integration of literature into literacy 
programs, and she has combined these interests in her 
research, publications and teaching at the University of 
Texas-San Antonio.

She earned her Ph.D. from the University of Texas-
Austin and regularly teaches children’s literature classes 
at undergraduate and graduate levels at UTSA. In 2006 
she was the recipient of the Arbuthnot Award from the 

Awards...continued from page 4

International Reading Association for outstanding uni-
versity teacher of children’s and young adults’ literature.

She is co-author of Children’s Books in Children’s 
Hands, a textbook intended primarily for undergradu-
ates that is in its fifth edition. She is currently co-editor 
of the Journal of Children’s Literature and is a member 
of the 2013 Caldecott Committee. 

It was a belief in the power of story in the classroom 
that led Miriam and her colleagues at the University of 
Texas-San Antonio to establish the UTSA Storytelling 
Festival in 2005. “Recognizing that our future teach-
ers will be serving a diverse group of students, many of 
whom come from an oral tradition,” she and her col-
leagues sought the help of local storytellers in establish-
ing the festival. 

Since what she might describe as “a chaotic begin-
ning” in 2005, the festival has become an important 
vehicle for engaging pre-service teachers in the world of 
storytelling. Attended each year by 170-200 pre-service 
teachers, the event has become one that students look 
forward to, and many choose to attend repeatedly.

2013 Festival Dates Set …  
Tellers Booked … Call for Workshops

Mark your calendars for the 2013 Texas Storytelling Festival, March 7-10. 

Once again staged at the Denton Civic Center, the event will feature 

Willy Claflin, DeCee Cornish, Andy Offutt Irwin, Motoko, and Eshu Bumpus.

Claflin (and his sidekick, Maynard Moose) and Cornish have appeared in Denton before, but for Irwin, 
Motoko, and Bumpus this will be the first time they have told at the Texas Storytelling Festival. Among them 
they bring wit, wisdom, music, and mirth.

Artistic Director Elizabeth Ellis will be releasing more details about the schedule, the tellers, and the work-
shops in the coming months. For now please see the Call for Workshop Proposal form on the last pages 
of this newsletter. This form is also on our website in a Word document that you can fill out and submit. 
Deadline for submissions is Oct. 15.
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New TSA board 
year begins 
with elections, 
appointments

Following recent elections, 
the 2012-2013 TSA governing 
board has a full complement 
of 15 members. The five newly 
elected members are Waynetta 
Ausmus of Tom Bean; Reagin 
F. Hults of Carrollton; Valerie 
Kimble of Norman, Okla.; 
Sharon Manning of Arlington; 
Paula Schlegel of Canyon; 
and Dru Woods of Holly Lake 
Ranch. Three other members 
were appointed earlier to 
serve unexpired terms of 
board members who resigned. 
They include Judy Berry 
of Jacksboro, Abbie Ryan 
Randolph of Abilene, and Larry 
Thompson of Seguin. With 
these additions there is a wide 
diversity of representation 
from most parts of Texas and 
from our neighboring state of 
Oklahoma.

Board officers elected to lead 
the organization for the fiscal 
year beginning June 1 are Gary 
Patton of Dallas, president; 
Ausmus, vice president/
president-elect; Nancy Self 
of College Station, secretary; 
and Randolph, treasurer. At 
its annual planning retreat 
in July, board members 
discussed goals and priorities 
for the coming year and 
made some of the committee 
chair appointments. Their 
next meeting will be a board 
conference call on Aug. 18.

Continued...

By Gary Patton
Like me, my neighbor is not a storyteller. Or so we say, which is really 

not true, as we are all storytellers. She has been to the Denton Festival once. 
My neighbor has a master’s degree from the prestigious Wharton School 
of Business and she is a business executive. Prominently displayed on her 
refrigerator is the following quotation: “Remember this. The stories people 
tell have a way of taking care of them. If stories come to you, care for them. 
And learn to give them away where they are needed. Sometimes a person 
needs a story more than food to stay alive. That is why we put these stories 
into each other’s memory. This is how people care for themselves.” Badger, 
as quoted in Crow and Weasel by Barry Lopez. 

It is an audacious statement. It also, for me, points to the pinnacle of 
what a person telling a story can accomplish both for himself or herself 
and the listener. I have many other responsibilities other than being the 
President of TSA. Having a law degree in no manner has prepared me to 
be a leader, an organizer or a manager. I have severe doubts that during 
my tenure on your Board I will attain such status. However, as a “nonsto-
ryteller,” I have experienced personally and seen storytelling for which the 
quotation above is entirely appropriate. Nurturing … that is why I stay on 
as the President of TSA.

Our organization is in sound financial condition. What that means is 
that we have about $20,000 in the bank, no debt, and no crises threatening 
the existence of the organization. You can keep breathing.

 The past Festival had income of $61,244 but expenses of $63,160.63; 
a profit from the Talespinner dinner of $900; and a profit from box lunches 
of $373. We do not have figures, as yet, for the Story Store, and frankly 
there is no system in place to track the cost of goods sold for the Story Store 
anyway, so whatever sales were we still would not know what the “profit” 
was. So financially the past Festival cost us $743.63 more than we brought in.

The June Conference in Canyon was great fun not only for Jiaan and me 
but also in reading the evaluations all those who attended as well. I grew up 
in Panhandle, Texas; my family lives in Amarillo; and I attended WT my first 
two years of college. It was like going back home for me. Dr. Trudy Hanson, 
Board Member Paula Schlegel, and now Past President Donna Ingham, 
as well as all the WTAMU staff and volunteers produced an unparalleled 
conference. They deserve our unending thanks to the point they avoid us 
when they see us. Financially we spent $1,451.37 more than we brought in 
at the Conference. There were 28 full registrants and 4 one-day registrants. 

President’s Letter
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President’s Letter...continued from page 5

Without financial donations that were made the loss 
would have been double that. The Storytellers of the 
High Plains gave us $200; Connie Neil Fisher donated 
$100; Paula Schlegel donated her workshop fee of $100 
back to us; Genoveva Valdez, a Canyon local, donated 
$25; and another $30 was donated by Irene James.

Special recognition needs to be paid to Eldrena 
Douma, who along with Dan Keding told, shared and 
socialized the entire weekend. I have told the Board 
several times that the generosity of our membership 
continues to amaze me. Eldrena is a long standing and 
recent example. She sent a note to Tejas, along with 
a $1,070 donation. (That number is not a misprint.) 
Here is what her note said: “There have been times and 
probably times to come when I did and will not have 
the means to donate. So please accept my portion of 
the conference fundraising. It is something that I have 
waited to do for a long time. I look forward to the fu-
ture of TSA. Eldrena Douma McMenamy.” Is that not 
extraordinary?

Your all-volunteer Board of Directors has five new 
members of its 15 current members. Waynetta Ausmus 
is the Vice President, Abbie Ryan Randolph is the 
Treasurer and Nancy Self is the Secretary. Other Board 
members have been and will be taking on important 
positions within TSA. Without them, and each of you, 
we would be dead in the ditch. Thank you for your 
generosity!

We just on Sunday, July 15th, finished our annual 
Board Retreat. It was really not a retreat but a Forward. 
We are moving forward toward an organization that 
will be of greater service to you, our members. We are 
moving forward on “spreading out” responsibilities to 
insure that for individual health, organizational stabil-
ity and future planning more than one person knows 
the job, the need and the details. Electronic media, 
electronic forms, electronic registrations and electronic 
payments are in the works. There will not be a confer-
ence next year. Memberships will be reorganized so 
there is “one” renewal date. Scare on the Square will be 
in Denton October 27th, and some guilds will be hav-

ing their own frightening events that weekend as well. 
Abbie and our accountant will be getting our finances 
totally electronic and accessible so we will know where 
we are financially and can tell and show you that if you 
want. And while we continue and will continue to thank 
Elizabeth Ellis for all her years of effort and generosity 
to TSA, this will be Elizabeth’s last year on the Board 
and her last year to run the Festival. If you are in a 
Guild, you will be hearing from us; if not please consid-
er joining and supporting a Guild near you or forming 
a Guild if necessary. Dru Woods is the Guild liaison for 
the Board. Her contact information is in your directory.

While it is not a promise, I predict that during this 
year we will make some mistakes. We are human, in 
many instances inexperienced, and at times despite our 
strong commitment we are making it up as we go along. 
When and if we do mess up please complain to some-
one that can do something about the situation. And if 
it does not get handled to your satisfaction, keep after 
us until you are satisfied. A suggestion is to start with a 
Board Member and with me. Your Guild Chairperson is 
also a good source for information, action and input. 
By the way, we also accept compliments. And by the 
way, you have renewed your Membership, haven’t you?

The 2013 Texas Storytelling Festival will be in 
Denton on March 7, 8, 9 and 10th. Please put it on your 
calendar now; promise yourself that you will come; and 
bring your friends, loved ones and enemies. I challenge 
each of you, professional tellers, casual tellers, begin-
ning tellers, insecure tellers and not-a-storyellers to 
come to Denton in March with ONE STORY that cares 
for you, that cares for the people that hear your story, 
that you give away at Festival and during the time lead-
ing up to Festival, and that stays in both your memory 
and the memory of the person who hears your story. 
I can promise that you will receive stories of just that 
quality at the Festival. 

After all, if storytelling does make a difference, 
should we not be storytelling more and talking about 
it less? If it does not make a difference, then what is all 
this about anyway?
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Trick or Treat
By Elizabeth Ellis

Halloween candy is being put out in the stores. Yes, 
I know it may seem like they are rushing it, but seeing 
it is a good reminder: It’s time for storytellers to get 
ready for Halloween. Now is a great time to get ready 
for what may be the most popular time of the year for 
storytelling.

Don’t learn Halloween stories. A Halloween 
story is only useful at one time of the year. A good ghost 
story, however, is a valuable addition to 
your repertoire any time you want to tell it.

 Hop on down to the public li-
brary. No need to spend a lot of money 
on books or CDs. Check out a batch from 
the library. If you go now, you will beat the 
rush and there will still be a good selection. 
If you find a collection you just have to 
have, order that one. 

Take the time to find stories you 
really love. They will be easier to learn 
and lots more fun to tell than if you wait ‘til 
the last minute and tell the first thing you 
can find.

Think about all the possibilities: 
Scary stories, historical ghost stories, con-
temporary urban legends, monster tales from cultures 
around the world, witch tales, literary stories from clas-
sic authors, also the eerie and the macabre. 

Match the stories to your personality and 
style of telling. Don’t think you have to be like every-
body else. Shop for stories the way you would shop for 
clothes. You want your own sense of style to show. 

Feel free to adapt what you find. You don’t 
have to tell it the way you found it in the book. Develop 
your own way of sharing the tale. Add dialogue or 
character voices. Play with adding a repetitive refrain 
or audience participation. How about adding music or 
movement?

Learn it really, really well. Events where these 
stories are shared are often noisy and rowdy. Both chil-
dren and adults tend to be excited and a little on edge. 
There are often competing activities that are loud. 
Expect that you may encounter distractions. If you 
know your stories well, none of these things will throw 
you. You can keep on telling with aplomb no matter 
what else happens.

Choose things to tell that scare you at 
least a little. It is hard to give away what you don’t 
have. If the stories don’t scare you at least a little, it is 
difficult for you to scare others with them. Think about 
what frightened you when you were younger. The Dark? 
Snakes? Zombies? Get into that space as you prepare 
to tell.

Have a great time. Absolutely nothing is more 
contagious than having a good time. Everyone wants 
to join you. So relax. And know that you are up to the 
challenge. Life is far too short to let fear stop you from 
doing anything that you enjoy.
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Compiled by Sheila Phillips 

Houston Storytellers’s Guild
»» Looking toward Fall, the Houston Storytellers’ 

Guild will present their annual Ghost Stories event 
open to the public in Marmion Park. This year’s 
performance will be on Saturday, October 27th.  
Sally Goodroe and Hank Roubicek will conduct a 
Beginning Storytelling Workshop, the date and time 
TBA.

Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild
»» On June 23rd, The Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild in 

Waco had a fantastic Youth Storytelling Workshop. 
Toni Simmons was the facilitator and she did a mag-
nificent job.

»» The Guild’s Oakwood Cemetery Walking Tales will 
be October 20th from 10-12 p.m.

»» Tellabration is set for November 10th featuring 
Nancy Worcester.

San Antonio Storytellers Association (SASA)
»» The San Antonio Storytellers Association has a 

unique partnership arrangement with the San 
Antonio State Hospital, a residential unit for men-
tally ill patients. Every other month, a SASA mem-
ber goes to the hospital to present a story program 
as part of a patient and family education series be-
gun by SASH Program Director Dianne T. Robinson, 
Ph.D. So what is unique about this partnership? 
SASA normally accepts free performance requests 
from community organizations when 1) they offer 
an opportunity for many tellers to participate so that 
new and experienced members can learn from and 
support each other, and 2) SASA receives good vis-
ibility/publicity. This request was for one performer 
at a time, every other month; it offered little visibility, 
and there was no budget. Still, the SASA board did 

not wish to say “no” in this case where storytelling 
might make unique inroads or offer some special re-
lief, nor did it wish to attract only the “same old” 
volunteers. The board’s solution was to take on the 
sponsorship of the series on behalf of the hospital by 
scheduling storytellers and paying each a modest fee 
($50/program, so $300/year). Ably coordinated by 
Veronica Gard, the partnership is now in its second 
year.

Dallas Storytelling Guild
»» Ghost Tales at the White Rock Lake Bath House 

will feature tellers from the Dallas Storytelling Guild 
from 7 to 9 p.m. on Oct. 26 and 27. These are not 
for children (pre-teens) or the faint-of-heart. This 
event is in its 9th year. Admission (pay at the door) 
is $10. See www.dallasstorytelling.org for additional 
information.

»» A 3-hour Workshop on Scary Stories will be pre-
sented by nationally known professional storytell-
er Elizabeth Ellis at the White Rock Bath House in 
Dallas on Saturday, Oct. 27, from 1 to 4 p.m. The 
workshop is for beginning to experienced storytellers 
and will cover different kinds of scary stories, out-
line the benefits of telling them, and guide partici-
pants to finding spooky tales and learning how to tell 
them. Admission (pay at the door) includes one free 
ticket for evening of choice to Ghost Tales: Dallas 
Storytelling Guild members - $25, non-members - 
$35. Reserve a spot by contacting Peggy Helmick-
Richardson at twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net. See 
dallasstorytelling.org for additional information.

Guild News editor for the Tejas Teller is Sheila 
Phillips (zoolady@airmail.net). Please submit 
announcements of upcoming events, reviews of 
past events, and other articles to her by or before 
the published deadline. 

Guild News

What’s Happening Around Texas?
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Call for Workshop Proposals 
Tejas Storytelling Association 

TEXAS STORYTELLING FESTIVAL 
March 7 - 10, 2013 

Denton Civic Center, Denton, Texas 
 

Return this form no later than October 15, 2012. 
 
 
 

Section 1 
Presenter Contact Information  
Name (as you wish it to appear in the program): 

     

 
Address: 

     

 
Daytime Phone: Email:  

     

 
 
Co-Presenter(s) 

     

 
Name (as you wish it to appear in the program) 

     

 
Address: 

     

 
Daytime Phone: Email: 

     

 
 

Section 2 
Workshop Title (10 words or less) 

     

 
 

Section 3 
Workshop Category  

 Workshop      Showcase      Intensive (2 sessions)  
 

Section 4 
Intended Audiences  
Check up to 3 boxes to indicate the main groups/interests you think would find this program particularly useful. 
All sessions are assumed to be appropriate for storytellers as well. 

  Educators Preschool   Social service, Healthcare, Mental healthcare 
  Educators K-5   History tellers, Museum and Park Interpreters 
  Educators 6-12   Event producers 
  Higher Education   Technology 
  Librarians   Business/practical (PR, equipment, voice care, marketing, 
  Clergy        websites, intellectual property, etc.) 
  Lawyers   Business consultants/Organizational development 

 
Section 5 

Audience Level  
  Beginner       Intermediate       Advanced 

 

»» THIS FORM AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD FROM THE TSA WEBSITE
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Section 6 
Synopsis (60 words or less!) 

     

 
 

Section 7 
Bio (40 words or less!) 

     

 
Section 8 

Audio-Visual/Room set-up 

     

 
 

Section 9 
References  
Name: 

     

 
Address: 

     

 
Daytime Phone: 

     

 
Email: 

     

 
Basis for reference: 

     

 
 
Name: 

     

 
Address: 

     

 
Daytime Phone: 

     

 
Email: 

     

 
Basis for reference: 

     

 
 
Name: 

     

 
Address: 

     

 
Daytime Phone: 

     

 
Email: 

     

 
Basis for reference: 

     

 
 

Section 10 
Description/Outline (400 words or less) 
Please address these points: 

• Methodology: what, how, percentage of discussion, activity, and lecture  
• Specific learning objectives (at least 3)  
• Relation to conference/festival theme (if applicable) 

     

 
 
 
 

Return this form no later than October 15, 2012 
Email submissions to tsa@tejasstorytelling.com 

or mail to Tejas Storytelling Association, PO Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202 
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P.O.Box 2806 
Denton, TX 76202

The Tejas Teller is the bi-monthly 
newsletter published by the Tejas 
Storytelling Association.

Donna Ingham, editor
Karen Wollscheid, production supervisor
Rosemary Davis, graphic artist
Paul Porter, photographer
Sheila Phillips, Guild News editor
Gary Patton, columnist
Elizabeth Ellis, columnist

Tejas Storytelling Festival
March 7-10, 2013     Denton Texas


