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Maps, Music & Mayhem

By Elizabeth Ellis, festival artistic director

Stories provide a map for the human heart. Join us for “Maps, Music and Mayhem” at the 28th Annual Texas
Storytelling Festival. You will hear the stories of the world, especially those of Japan and Africa. You will also explore
the geography of the imagination.
Some people have “inner-kids.” Featured teller Andy Offutt Irwin has an “outer-kid.” With a manic Silly Putty
voice, astonishing mouth noises and hilarious stories, he is equal parts mischievous schoolboy and all of the Marx
Brothers, seasoned with a touch of the Southern balladeer. You’ll laugh ‘til your face hurts.
DeCee Cornish is best described as an “urban griot.” He brings to life African and African-American history
and folklore with compelling eloquence. Street smart and side splitting, his tall tales have taken top prizes at Liars
Contests throughout the state. A Touring Artist for the Texas Commission on the Arts, DeCee works extensively
with at risk youth.
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Festival...continued from page 1

Back by popular demand, Willy Claflin will be accompanied by his sidekick Maynard Moose. (Or is it the other way around? It’s hard to tell.)
Master of the fractured fairytale, Willy has delighted children and adults
across the nation. Maynard’s picture book The Uglified Ducky won the
Bluebonnet Award for the most popular children’s book in Texas in 2011.
A native of Osaka, Japan, Motoko first came to the United States as an
exchange student. She has shared the beauty and charm of her Japanese
folktales at the National Storytelling Festival and on “Mister Rogers’
Neighborhood.” Her personal stories of girlhood in Japan are evocative
and deeply moving.
Accompanying Motoko will be our Special Guest Eshu Bumpus. Eshu
is a renowned storyteller, an accomplished jazz vocalist and a master of
physical characterization. His African tales are filled with music, humor
and mystery that created 36 sold-out performances at the Smithsonian.
Working with his partner Motoko, the sum is greater than the parts.
These featured tellers will join with Tejas storytellers for a lineup of concerts, Ghost Stories and Sacred Tales that are bound to fill up your heart
and leave your body limp with laughter.
Fringe Performances presented on Saturday will be chosen by lottery.
Deadline for submissions for your chance to tell in this “luck of the draw”
event is December 1st. Both high comedy and deep drama can be heard in
this exceptional portion of the festival. Throw your hat in the ring! What
have you got to lose!
And of course there will be workshops for everyone. Whether you are a
grandparent interested in preserving family stories or a veteran teller wishing to develop new performance skills, our workshop lineup will offer many
opportunities to stretch and grow as a storyteller. If you have a skill to
share or a concept to present, please do so. The deadline for Workshop
Proposals is October 15.
Forms for submissions for both the Fringe Performances and the
Workshops are available on the TSA website.
The economy is tight, and it seems that everyone else is raising prices.
But the prices for “Maps, Music and Mayhem” remain the same as last year.
Early Bird registration for TSA members is only $60 for the entire event. The
Hampton Inn and Suites will be the host hotel, with sweet deals on room
rates starting at $70 a night including a hot breakfast.
Sometimes in Life we encounter tough terrain. Stories help us manage
the miry places and guide us safely home. k
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TSA’s Partnering
with Stories
TSA’s agreement with the
Denton Parks and Recreation
Department gave us cosponsorship and half price
rental of the Civic Center for
the 2012 Texas Storytelling
Festival. As part of that
agreement, we contracted to
provide storytellers for Parks
and Recreation Department
activities as follows: a teller for
the Spring Family Campout
in May, Betsy Mosier; tellers
for the Summer Day Camp
Programs run by Parks and
Rec in August, Janet Latham,
Elizabeth Ellis and Gene and
Peggy Helmick-Richardson;
a teller for the Fall Family
Campout, cancelled due to
the drought and fear of fire;
a teller for the Halloween
Movie in the Park October
12, DeCee Cornish; a teller
for the Denia Fall Festival
October 19, Elizabeth Ellis;
and Scare On the Square
October 27, Tim Couch,
Jackie Rash, Gary Whitaker,
and a fourth teller not yet
chosen.
We are grateful to all
these fine tellers for their
willingness to volunteer
their time and talents for
TSA. This will complete our
obligations to the Parks and
Rec Department for 2012.

Newsletter deadlines set
for future issues
The Tejas Teller is once again being published and distributed to TSA
members on a bi-monthly basis. Editor Donna Ingham announces the following deadlines for submissions:

2012-2013 TSA
Governing Board
Gary Patton, President
garypattonlaw@sbcglobal.net
Waynetta Ausmus, Vice President
waynetta@luckymeranch.com
Nancy Self, Secretary
nself42@gmail.com
Abbie Ryan Randolph, Treasurer
abbie.randolph@yahoo.com
Judy Berry
jmberry44@hotmail.com
Elizabeth Ellis
storyellis@sbcglobal.net
Reagin Hults
rfhults@hultsgroup.com
Donna Ingham
tell.write@gmail.com
Valerie Kimble
kimblevalerie@yahoo.com
Sharon Manning
books2921@aol.com
Tom McDermott
uketeller@aol.com
Paula Schlegel
paula.schlegel@yahoo.com
Tom Taylor
tabhabt@yahoo.com
Larry Thompson
larrythompson@ureach.com
Dru Woods
druwoods@yahoo.com

Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a nonprofit organization dedicated to fostering
the appreciation of storytelling as an
oral tradition, a performing art, and an
educational tool.

Oct. 31 for the November/December issue
Dec. 31 for the January/February issue
Feb. 28 for the March/April issue
Apr. 30 for the May/June issue
General news items or inquiries can be sent to Donna at tell.write@
gmail.com, but Guild News items should be sent to Sheila Phillips at zoolady@airmail.net.
Currently the Tejas Teller is being distributed first electronically, but if
you want a printed copy of the newsletter mailed to you, please notify the
editor at tell.write@gmail.com. k

Storyteller Writes,
Directs Documentary
Dallas Storytelling Guild member Shawn Small recently put his storytelling skills to work writing and directing the short documentary Ru: Water
is Life. Released in July, this film tells the story of a 12-year-old girl in South
Sudan whose entire existence revolves around gathering water for her family three times a day.
“Ru” has already been accepted into the 2012 Annual Global Peace
Film Festival in Orlando, Florida, and Chicago International Social Change
Film Festival. “This was the chance of a lifetime,” Shawn notes. “An opportunity to share a story on a completely different canvas than the stage, but
the best part of the experience is to show the film, then share more stories
from the stage.” k
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President’s Letter
By Gary Patton
This written communication was due days ago. I
had not forgotten about doing it but did not feel that
there was anything I had to say that was important
enough to have you take your time to read. That may
still be the case, but I appreciate your taking the time
to read this.

nated by you, the members. We also promised when
we asked you to donate last year that we would let you
know how that money was used. We never could get
to the place of “spending” those donations. The Board
chose instead to establish a reserve fund for money to
be set aside for use in the future. The Board intends to
have this fund grow over the next few years. My personal goal is to see this Reserve Account with a balance of at least $10,000 by the end of our current fiscal
year, which is May 31, 2013. Thank you again for your
generosity and congratulations on being part of an organization that has in a very short time gone from the
brink of financial disaster due to debt to an organization that is moving toward sufficiency. The director of
a non-profit recently told me that he had learned two
things about non-profits: (1) you have to take care of
the money, and (2) non-profit does not mean you cannot make money. For me our organization “making
money” means having more than just enough money
to pay the bills. It also means being able to self finance
our projects without having to borrow, even in a crisis,
and without having to move money around to “cover”
money issues until more money comes into the coffers.
In this we are making progress.

For me at present we are in the middle of it. What
I mean by that is that the day to day, nitty gritty work
of the Tejas Storytelling Association continues. We are
from my perspective making progress. It is going much
slower than I would prefer. That is not anyone’s fault
that I can tell; it is the nature of turning a ship that has
been on one course to a slightly, or perhaps significantly, different course.
We have made progress since six weeks ago on
streamlining our internal operations so they are more
transparent and accessible. We have made progress on
spreading out the volunteer workload, particularly in
critical areas such as the production of the festival, the
writing and researching of grants, and the finances. We
still have a long way to go.
My thoughts at present are that there are three
critical areas that the Board and I must keep in focus.
Those three areas are the Membership, the Money and
the Festival.

The Festival in March is on the runway preparing for
takeoff. Early registration will start soon and workshop
proposals are being solicited. My prediction is that it
will be a bang up event. While that is the usual, just
know that it does not happen on its own. None of our
work or storytelling happens on its own.

In saying that, you should know that the Membership
Committee of your organization has exactly no one on
it. Despite that, we are updating the membership list
and starting the process of communicating with the
guilds directly. We will get not only that Committee
up and running but also intend to find and implement
an electronic system to keep up with your contact information, your financial relationship with TSA (both
dues and donations) and your registrations for events.
In this we are making progress.

We could use your time, your ideas and your input
as the year progresses. Please know that we really do
want you to be involved to the extent your time and
your finances allow. Let us hear from you. We are all in
this together.
My thanks at present in particular to the members
of your Board of Directors, who continue to contribute in so many significant ways to the business of the
Tejas Storytelling Association. In doing so they are
creating a new future for this organization and giving
me something to write that has hopefully been worth
your reading. k

As for your Money you should know that we now
have almost $30,000 to our name. With Board authorization I had the honor recently of establishing a new
banking account called the Reserve Account. You may
remember that at the end of the Tree of Life campaign
we reported to you that almost $4,500 had been do4

George West Welcomes Liars to
Storyfest in November
Once again, George West Storyfest will host the Texas State Liars’ Contest © at its annual festival, scheduled
for Saturday, November 3, this year. The liars’ contest entry information is provided in this issue of the Tejas Teller.
Entries are limited to 10, and at least 5 have already been submitted.
Storyfest also features an open mic for those who have a story—be it tall or true—to share.

Guidelines
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

George West Storyfest Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 660
George West, Texas 78022
361-449-2481 * 361-449-1113 (fax)
info@georgeweststoryfest.org
TEXAS STATE LIARS’ CONTEST©
November 3, 2012

Must be a resident of the State of Texas.
The order of telling shall be determined by drawing numbers.
NO written materials may be used.
The number of entries is limited to the first 10 entries received.
Entry deadline: Monday, October 29, 2012, received by 5PM.
There will be a minimum of three judges. The judges shall each score the contestants by use of an
official judging form. There will be only one firstplace winner, one second-place winner, and one thirdplace winner. There will be no ties, and the judges’ decision is final.
Judging criteria will be story craft, presentation, believability, originality, and audience response.
The time limit shall be 10 minutes. Stories that exceed the time limit will be penalized as follows:
		
1-60 seconds over -5 points			
61 – 120 seconds over -10 points
		
121 – 180 seconds over -15 points		
180+ seconds over Disqualified
Contestants are limited to three consecutive wins.
Awards will be presented to the top three tellers. A perpetual plaque for Texas’ Biggest Liar will be
maintained with the name of the winner added each year. The plaque will remain on display in George
West, Texas.

TEXAS STATE LIARS’ CONTEST© ENTRY FORM
Saturday, November 3, 2012
Entry Deadline—Monday, October 29, 2012 Received by 5PM
Name ________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City, Zip ______________________________________________
Telephone (home) _________________ (cell) ________________
Email _________________________________________________
Affiliate Storytelling Guild (if applicable – NOT REQUIRED)
_____________________________________________________
How did you hear about this contest? ________________________
Please mail your completed form to the address on the Guidelines or fax it to (361) 449-1113.
5

Networking with Storynet.org
Mary Grace Ketner, NSN Liaison for Texas
In July I joined other Tejas members and other storytellers at the National Storytelling Network Conference in
Cincinnati, “A Conference to Remember!” See how many of us you can find in this “official” conference photo
taken by Tejas’ own Paul Porter: David Claunch, Jane Crouse, Elizabeth Ellis, Catherine Ezzell, Donna Ingham, Jaye
McLaughlin, Karen Morgan, Lynn Moroney, Loren Neimi, Fred Peters, Nancy Self and Fran Stallings.
Next year’s conference will be the first weekend in August in Richmond Virginia. The new, later date is intended
to fit between library summer reading programs and school starting. Look for excellent early bird specials to be
announced in the fall.
Thanks again to the many of you who have renewed your National Storytelling Network membership recently!
Not a member? Well, why not!! Join us now at www.Storynet.org, and start laying plans for attending the national
conference next year. k
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Guild News

What’s Happening Around Texas?
red Pegasus logo, designed and hosted by Karen
Wollscheid. If you want to take a peek, go to www.
dallasstorytelling.org.

The Dallas Storytelling Guild is gearing up
for a fast and furious fall.
»» Ghost Tales at the Bath House will be held at the Bath
House Cultural Arts Center on White Rock Lake
Friday and Saturday, October 26th and 27th. DSG
is offering a 3-hour workshop entitled More “BOO!”
for Your Buck: the Hows and Whys of Telling Scary Stories,
led by Elizabeth Ellis. Concert tickets are $10 and the
workshop fee is $35 for non-members and $25 for
members and includes 1 free concert ticket for the
evening of your choice.

The Tarrant Area Guild announces two upcoming events
»» “The Throwdown in Cowtown” SATURDAY
November 17, 2012, at 7:30. Join us when the Tarrant
Area Guild faces off with the Dallas Area Guild for the
“bragging” rights to North Texas. Five of the “TOP”
tellers from each guild will face-off, head to head to
celebrate 2012’s Tellabration. Ghost stories, Texas
Tales, Tall Tales and Outright Lies, and the awesome
“Anything Goes” round. Put your listening ears on
and let’s have some FUN!!! A Free Saturday afternoon workshop: Storytelling 101. For more information contact the Pantagleize Theater box office.

»» DSG will also be part of the grand opening celebration of Klyde Warren Park, the innovative 5-1/2 acre
park currently being built over the Woodall Rodgers
Freeway in the Arts District of Dallas. Guild members will be sharing stories for this event on Sunday,
October 28th.

»» International Holiday Storyfest FRIDAY, November
16,2012, is our annual fundraiser. Each year we gather clothing and donations for the needy, share stories
of the holiday season, and provide a free workshop
for those interested in the “art of story.” A fun, family
friendly event to kickoff the holiday season.

»» Venturing into storytelling programs, Stage West in
Fort Worth is now hosting quarterly Monday evening
storytelling concerts. For their September show, DSG
member Shawn Small will share the stage with Jeff
McGee and the Tarrant Area Guild of Storytellers
President Jacqui Rash. For the December 10th program, DSG members Melody Bell, Tim Couch and
Gene and Peggy Helmick-Richardson will be telling
stories. For information go to http://stagewest.org/

»» The Tarrant Area Guild of Storytellers and the
PANTAGLEiZE Theater Company would like to
thank all who have supported us, and for your effort
over the years to help the less fortunate. For more information contact the Pantagleize Theater box office
at 817-472-9932 or Pantatheater.org on the web.
You can email Decee Cornish at cornishdecee@aol.
com.

»» The DSG will participate in The Throw-down in
Cowtown for Tellabration joining with the Tarrant
Area Guild of Storytellers at 7:30 p.m., Saturday,
November 17th at the Pantagleize Theatre in Fort
Worth. Members from each organization will share
stories from 4 categories: Tall Tales and Other
Outrageous Lies, Ghost Stories, Texas Tales and
Anything Goes. (See more below.)

The North 40 Storytellers’ Guild has some
fun and interesting events coming up.
»» The Guild will be presenting true stories around the
grounds of the Heritage Farmstead Museum on
October 26th as part of the Murder and Mayhem event.

»» The Dallas Storytelling Guild is still giddy over the
launch of their fantastic new website and gorgeous
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Urban Griot Visits
Tyler County

»» December 1st will find Guild members telling holiday stories for the Heritage Farmstead Museum’s
Lantern Light.

The Houston Storytellers’ Guild fall events.

The hairs on the back of your neck prickle and a cold
stone forms in the pit of your stomach as Decee Cornish
captivates your imagination with his ghost tales. Step
back in time as the Urban Aesop relates historical tales
so real you think you are there. On Saturday, Sept. 29,
Cornish presents a “How To” historical writing and storytelling workshop at Cherapa Retreat in Spurger, and
then walks his talk in the Ghosts and Legends of Texas
Past at Heritage Village in Woodville.

»» Ghost Tales Under the Stars in Marmion Park (in
the Heights) will be Saturday, October 27th at 7:30
p.m.
»» Every year HSG’s Tellabration is an event not to be
missed, and this year is no exception. Plans are in the
works and will be announced soon.

From the Heart Storytellers will be celebrating the turn of the seasons.

This internationally traveled storyteller embodies
the definition of an African griot, one highly respected
and revered as the keeper of the oral tradition in culture and history. A native born east Texan, Cornish was
raised on the mean streets of Houston’s Fifth Ward.
During his military service, Decee attended colleges and
universities internationally and spent time with storytellers in Alaska, Australia, and Africa, traveling around
the world until he returned home to Texas to settle
in Fort Worth. His stories reflect the wide depth and
breadth of his experiences.

»» You are invited to A Drumming at Jack Rabbit Hill in
Weatherford, TX, on Saturday, September 22nd beginning at 6:30 p.m. Come and celebrate the changing of the season as a part of their drum circle. For
more information contact Michael Anderson at biotuner@aol.com.

The East Texas Storytelling Guild celebrates
United Nations Day.
»» The Art of Peace Festival will be held in Tyler in conjunction with the United Nations International Day
of Peace on September 21st. Several Guild members will be involved in the event. The Art of PeaceTyler Storytelling will be held at 7 p.m. on Tuesday,
September 18th on the FRESH store patio. The Guild
will be offering inspiring, family-friendly wisdom
tales, stories of kindness and compassion, justice
and cooperation tales, sweet personal remembrances and stories about inspiring people and event. k

Whether you have considered telling stories or not,
constructing an account about times gone by can be
very difficult, not to mention as dry as a Texas summer. Add zing and zest to your writing. Bring a story
you are working on and let DeCee show you how to
create something really special that people will read for
generations to come. The historical writing and storytelling workshop begins at 9 a.m. and continues until 2
p.m. with a potluck lunch. Bring a story in progress for
Decee to help you improve. Then join us at the Pickett
House Restaurant in Woodville at 6 p.m. for an old
fashioned southern dinner. Be prepared at 7 p.m. to be
fascinated, transported and enraptured by ghost tales
and historical dramas from Decee Cornish.

Guild News editor for the Tejas Teller is Sheila
Phillips (zoolady@airmail.net). Please submit
announcements of upcoming events, reviews of
past events, and other articles to her by or before
the published deadline.

Cost for workshop: $10/person, $15/couple. Cost
for Ghosts and Legends of Texas Past: $4/adult, $2/
children 5-12. For additional information: Heritage
Village (409)283-2272 or (800)323-0389. k
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»» THIS FORM AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD FROM THE TSA WEBSITE
Call for Workshop Proposals
Tejas Storytelling Association
TEXAS STORYTELLING FESTIVAL
March 7 - 10, 2013
Denton Civic Center, Denton, Texas

Return this form no later than October 15, 2012.

Section 1
Presenter Contact Information
Name (as you wish it to appear in the program):
Address:
Daytime Phone: Email:
Co-Presenter(s)
Name (as you wish it to appear in the program)
Address:
Daytime Phone: Email:
Section 2
Workshop Title (10 words or less)
Section 3
Workshop Category
Workshop
Showcase

Intensive (2 sessions)
Section 4

Intended Audiences
Check up to 3 boxes to indicate the main groups/interests you think would find this program particularly useful.
All sessions are assumed to be appropriate for storytellers as well.
Educators Preschool
Social service, Healthcare, Mental healthcare
Educators K-5
History tellers, Museum and Park Interpreters
Educators 6-12
Event producers
Higher Education
Technology
Librarians
Business/practical (PR, equipment, voice care, marketing,
Clergy
websites, intellectual property, etc.)
Lawyers
Business consultants/Organizational development
Section 5
Audience Level
Beginner

Intermediate

Advanced
9

Section 6
Synopsis (60 words or less!)

Section 7
Bio (40 words or less!)
Section 8
Audio-Visual/Room set-up

Section 9
References
Name:
Address:
Daytime Phone:
Email:
Basis for reference:
Name:
Address:
Daytime Phone:
Email:
Basis for reference:
Name:
Address:
Daytime Phone:
Email:
Basis for reference:
Section 10
Description/Outline (400 words or less)
Please address these points:
• Methodology: what, how, percentage of discussion, activity, and lecture
• Specific learning objectives (at least 3)
• Relation to conference/festival theme (if applicable)

Return this form no later than October 15, 2012
Email submissions to tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
or mail to Tejas Storytelling Association, PO Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202
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CALL FOR FRINGE PERFORMANCE SUBMISSIONS
TEXAS STORYTELLING FESTIVAL
DENTON CIVIC CENTER
MARCH 7-10, 2013
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: DECEMBER 1, 2013
Fringe Performances for the 28th Annual Texas Storytelling Festival will be selected by a random drawing for 30
minute slots scheduled for Friday and Saturday during the Festival.
Please note that you will be attending
_____the entire Festival
_____Friday only
_____Saturday only
NAME:
ADDRESS:
PHONE:
E-MAIL:
TITLE OF FRINGE PERFORMANCE:
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PROGRAM:

AUDIO/VISUAL AND SPECIAL NEEDS FOR THE PROGRAM:

CONTENT WARNING: (Please note if the material is recommended for adults only because of language, violence,
sexual content or subject matter, for example.)

All those who submit will be notified if they were chosen by December 15, 2013.
Fringe Performances will be listed in the program and on the TSA website. Keep in mind that all set up and breakdown for the presentation must be included in the 30 minute time slot allowed. All Fringe Performances will take
place in the Women’s Building. Those chosen will need to register for the Festival and pay admission. They will
receive a check equal to the amount of Early Bird Registration for TSA members.
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P.O.Box 2806
Denton, TX 76202
The Tejas Teller is the bi-monthly newsletter
published by the Tejas Storytelling
Association.
Donna Ingham, editor
Karen Wollscheid, layout
Rosemary Davis, graphic artist
Paul Porter, photographer
Sheila Phillips, Guild News editor
Mary Grace Ketner, NSN News contributor
Gary Patton, columnist
Elizabeth Ellis, columnist
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