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By Elizabeth Ellis

Ever wonder what the difference is between a 
Haunt and a Haint? Start your Festival experience 
with a hair raising Ghost Story Concert on Thursday 
evening, and it will be made clear to you. You see, a 
haunt is something that was once living, but a haint? 
Well, a haint ain’t never been alive! Featured teller 
Motoko will join some of our most “sprited” regional 
tellers for an evening you’ll long remember. It turns 
out the Japanese have ghost stories that are like ours...
if ours were on steroids.

Friday and Saturday will be filled to overflowing 
with stories of every kind. You can hear our four 
featured tellers--Andy Offutt Irwin, De Cee Cornish, 
Motoko and Willy Claflin--as well as concerts with 
Rising Stars from some of the affiliate Guilds from 
across the state, top regional tellers and tales from 
recipients of the John Henry Faulk Award.

From its beginning, the philosophy of the Texas 
Festival has been: “Folks have come a long way to get 
here. We ought to give them the opportunity to learn 
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What’s So Special About the 28th 
Annual Texas Storytelling Festival?

something before they head home.” So there will be 
workshops for tellers of all interests and levels. Some 
workshops will focus on the tales of Japan and Africa 
and African Americans. Others will focus on how to 
use microphones effectively or how to be a better teller 
to children. There will truly be something for everyone. 

Each year the Texas Festival brings you special 
work by outstanding storytellers, work you might 
not otherwise get to hear. We are currently devoting 
part of Friday afternoon to longer work which you 
would not hear in other festival venues. Two years 
ago brought you Jeannine Pasini Beekman’s chilling 
telling of Snow White. Last year Patrick Ball held 
us spellbound with his bardic telling of Tristan and 
Isolde. After two years of focus on tales from the folk 
tradition, we turn our attention this year to historical 
story.

Continued...
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Festival...continued from page 1

“Mrs. Satan for President!”
So read the newspaper headlines in 1872. Victoria 

Claflin Woodhull was running for President of the 
United States, and her platform shocked the nation. 
Free Love, equal rights for women--surely this was the 
work of the Devil himself!

Willy Claflin will bring to life 
one of the most incredible sagas 
of American history--the story of 
Victoria Claflin Woodhull. The 
tale of “Aunt Vicky,” as Willy’s 
family called her, is part farce, 
part tragedy, and part vintage 
melodrama. In addition to 
running for President, Victoria 
was the first woman to run a 
stock brokerage on Wall Street, 
the first woman to publish her 
own newspaper and the first 
woman to address Congress. 
AND, she was a clairvoyant and 
“magnetic” healer who could 
talk to the spirits of the dead.

Why hasn’t everyone heard 
about this amazing woman? 
Why was she deliberately written 
out of America history, by none 
other than Susan B. Anthony? And why does she keep 
trying to contact Willy from the Other Side? Come 
listen. All shall be revealed!

Saturday afternoon will showcase the work of six 
talented tellers in the Fringe Performances. Each of 
these was chosen by lottery, so you never know what 
surprises will await you. This year’s lucky winners 
are Bernadette Nason’s “Tea in Tripoli,” Connie 
Meeker’s “The Cowboy Life of Mayhem,” Joyce 
Ormond’s “Growing Up Only,” Fred Peters and Jaye 
McLaughlin’s “The Intrepid Adventurers: Catch ‘Em 
Alive,” Lorene Stilwell’s “Wyrd” and Robin Bady’s 
“Every Day Is Basil Hoopis Day.” Come early. You’re 
gonna want good seats!

The Festival wouldn’t be complete without 
the Yarnspinner Dinner and the Silent Auction on 
Saturday evening. Once again we will stuff ourselves 
with fajitas while we catch up with old friends and 
make some new ones. This dinner is a fund raiser for 
TSA, so tickets for it are not included in the price for 

the Festival. And don’t forget 
to bring those items you have 
been setting aside for the Silent 
Auction. Last year’s auction 
raised over two thousand 
dollars for TSA, and we are 
planning on topping that this 
year. Checks. Credit cards. 
Old fashioned cash. This good 
cause takes all three.

Sunday morning will bring 
an opportunity to contemplate 
your life journey. You may wish 
to walk the Labyrinth before 
settling in for the Sacred Tales 
concert. This year there will 
be ribbons of fabric available 
throughout the Festival on 
which you may write to honor 
storytellers that are no longer 
with us. Those on these 
Ribbons of Remembrance will 

be honored during the Sacred Tales Concert.

Like the Opening Concert and the Evening 
Concerts on Friday and Saturday nights, the Closing 
Concert will provide a chance to hear the telling of all 
four of our Featured Tellers. Each of these concerts 
will be interpreted for the deaf. 

What’s so special about this year’s Texas 
Storytelling Festival? EVERYTHING!

Visit our website at www.tejasstorytelling.com for 
the schedule and additional information. k



3 

Continued...

2012-2013 TSA  
Governing Board

Gary Patton, President 
garypattonlaw@sbcglobal.net 

Waynetta Ausmus, Vice President 
waynetta@luckymeranch.com 

Nancy Self, Secretary 
nself42@gmail.com 

Abbie Ryan Randolph, Treasurer 
abbie.randolph@yahoo.com 

Judy Berry 
jmberry44@hotmail.com

Elizabeth Ellis 
storyellis@sbcglobal.net

Reagin Hults 
rfhults@hultsgroup.com

Donna Ingham 
tell.write@gmail.com

Valerie Kimble 
kimblevalerie@yahoo.com

Sharon Manning 
books2921@aol.com

Tom McDermott 
uketeller@aol.com

Paula Schlegel 
paula.schlegel@yahoo.com

Tom Taylor 
tabhabt@yahoo.com

Larry Thompson 
larrythompson@ureach.com

Dru Woods 
druwoods@yahoo.com 

Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a non-

profit organization dedicated to fostering 
the appreciation of storytelling as an 

oral tradition, a performing art, and an 
educational tool.

PHONE: 940-380-9320

President’s Letter
By Gary Patton

As I write this letter, the 2013 Tejas Storytelling Festival will start 
in just 51 days. On January 12, your Board of Directors completed our 
seventh meeting of the fiscal year. You should be pleased to know that 
all fourteen of your Board members, all volunteers, were present and 
we accomplished a great deal of work in the hours we had together in 
Denton. Please note below the efforts of our work that will affect the 
future events of the organization. 

•	 Two Board positions covering June 1, 2013 through May 31, 2016 will 
be open for the upcoming election in April. Please contact me directly 
with any nominations or suggestions you have for candidates for these 
positions. We are in particular need of having two or three of our Board 
positions, at least, filled by Denton residents.

•	 Festival brochures for the March 7th through March 10th Festival in 
Denton have been mailed. If you did not receive that brochure it may 
be due to an incorrect address or a lapsed membership. Please send us 
any address corrections. Festival registration and membership renewal 
should be available online at the Tejas Storytelling Association website 
by the time you read this.

•	 Changes in Membership Renewal Process: The Board discovered 
this last weekend that there is an efficient manner to keep up with 
memberships even if the renewal dates are based on the month that 
members joined TSA. Consequently we have altered the membership 
renewal process again. To this extent these changes have caused you 
to be upset, confused or concerned, I apologize. Here is the current 
situation with respect to memberships:

1.	 All lapsed memberships as of December 31, 2012, can be renewed 
until March 31, 2013, for the regular membership fee and will be 
valid until March 31, 2014;

2.	 All memberships current as of January 1, 2013, will be due for 
renewal at the end of the anniversary month that that member had 
previously; and

3.	 In the future, membership renewal reminders will be sent to 
members between 30-60 days before their membership renewal is 
due. Reminders will be sent by email when possible and by regular 
mail otherwise.
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President’s Letter...continued from page 3

4.	 Please note: There are many of you that are 
“technically” no longer members since your 
membership has lapsed. I urge you to renew 
your membership online, by mail or by fax not 
only so you can attend the Festival in March 
at the discounted rate but also so you will 
continue to receive TSA newsletters, updates 
and information. In addition your membership 
supports the work of TSA financially. 

•	 Seed Grain Fundraising Campaign. For those of 
you who have contributed to the current Seed 
Grain Fundraising Campaign, my thanks. We now 
have over $7,000 in our Reserve Fund, and our 
financial genius, Britt Krhovjak, commended your 
organization at our Board meeting last weekend for 
its financial stability and strength.

•	 Membership meeting: A membership meeting will 
be held at the festival from 4 until 4:45 p.m. on 
Friday, March 8th, at the Main Stage. Members 
will receive a copy of our new budget that is being 
created by our treasurer, Abbie Ryan Randolph, and 
additional Board members.

•	 Important numbers: Please note that the main 
telephone number for the TSA office is now 940-
380-9320 (this is a change) and the fax number 
remains the same at 940- 380-9329. You can also 
communicate by email directly to me and to the 
next president, Waynetta Ausmus, once she takes 
over as president June 1st, at tejasprez@gmail.com. 

	 I hope to see you in Denton at the Festival. 
In the meantime and throughout the upcoming year 
please communicate with us when you have ideas, 
concerns, suggestions, complaints and compliments. 
We really do want to hear from you, and you would 
be surprised about how little we do hear from you. 
Consider giving to TSA or some other organization or 
individual some of your time as a volunteer this year. 
Together we can accomplish a great deal this year as 
we continue to work together, and your individual 
participation, no matter how “little” you may consider 
it to be, contributes more than you likely realize to 
what we will accomplish. k

By Mary Grace Ketner, Texas liaison to NSN
The National Storytelling Network has long been 

looking to relocate from east Tennessee to a more 
central community, and much quiet study has been 
pursued to that end. The site selection committee 
has now narrowed the options from eleven cities 
to three: Chicago, IL, Pittsburgh, PA, and Kansas 
City, which spans Missouri and Kansas these days. 
Criteria for the search include interests  such as (1) a 
pro-arts community, (2) potential Educational and 
Arts partners, (3) Class A or hub airport, (4) central 
location (that is, avoiding far east or far west coasts), 
and reasonable cost of living and doing business. This 
year will see more intense on-site and offsite study and 
comparisons.

NSN Eyes New Location
All of the choices are 

more convenient for travel 
by Tejas members and others living in NSN’s South 
Central Region. One, Kansas City, is located within the 
designated boundaries of our Region. 

Look for a progress report at the NSN Conference 
in Richmond, VA, August 1-4, 2013. If you have 
special insight or enthusiasm about any of the cities 
or the pending decision, send your comments to our 
Regional Director, Roger Armstrong, wordweaver@
arkansas.net or call him at 501-771-1739.

For more information about the Richmond 
Conference, “Story: Seed of Creativity,” visit   
www.storynet.org.
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Compiled by Sheila Phillips
Guild News editor for the Tejas Teller is Sheila 

Phillips (zoolady@airmail.net). Please submit 
announcements of upcoming events, reviews of past 
events, and other articles to her by or before the 
published deadline. 

Coaching Workshop

Want to rev up your own storytelling performance 
and enliven your guild’s mutual coaching? On April 
18, SASA will host a coaching workshop, Permission 2 
Play: Using Community Coaching to Work with Story 
Development, led by master storyteller, story coach 
and Ohio Dominican University professor Dr.  Kevin 
Cordi. Kevin will coach some of us, model coaching 
for all of us, and guide us in discovering ways to coach 
each other. For more information about Kevin and 
P2P, check out http://www.permission2play.com/ 
The 7:00-9:30 evening workshop will be at the home 
of Mary Grace Ketner in downtown San Antonio. If 
you’d like a night of home housing or a roommate 
for a hotel stay (this is the opening weekend of Texas’ 
biggest block party, Fiesta San Antonio!), simply 
indicate your needs on your registration form (next 
page) and we’ll help. Workshop fee, $25/person.

TSA Facebook Presence

TSA board member Larry Thompson is now the 
administrator for TSA’s Facebook page, and he 
welcomes guild news as well. Promote and/or report 
your guild activities through social networking by 
funneling announcements to Larry at larrythompson@
ureach.com.

National Youth Storytelling National 
Torchbearers

Texas has four 2013 National Youth Storytelling 
National Torchbearers, who were honored at 
the National Youth Storytelling Showcase at the 

Timpanogos Storytelling Conference in Provo, Utah 
on February 9. They told in Provo area schools and 
at the National Youth Showcase at the Timpanogos 
Conference. The young tellers are all from San Antonio 
and attend Saint Mary’s Hall.  They are pictured 
here with their coaches. Ben is a fourth grader, who 
worked on 
his winning 
story with 
Sharon Moa.  
Nikki, Sofia, 
and Grace 
are all fifth 
graders and 
worked with 
MaryAnn 
Blue.

Guild News

What’s Happening Around Texas?

Newsletter 

deadlines
The Tejas Teller is published and distributed 
to TSA members on a bi-monthly basis.

Feb. 28 for the March/April issue
Apr. 30 for the May/June issue

General news items or inquiries can be sent 
to Donna at tell.write@gmail.com; Guild 
News items should be sent to Sheila Phillips 
at zoolady@airmail.net. 

The Tejas Teller is distributed electronically. 
If you want a printed copy of the newsletter 
mailed to you, please notify the editor at 
tell.write@gmail.com.
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Permission 2 Play Workshop with Kevin Cordi 
Hosted by San Antonio Storytellers Association 

If you prefer, you may email the information requested to mgk@talesandlegends.net. 
 
YES! Iʼd like to come to Kevinʼs workshop, 7:30-9:00 p.m. on April 18th at Mary Graceʼs 
house.  (Address: 109 Fir Street, San Antonio, TX 78210) 
 
Name:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________________________________ 
 
City:____________________________________, TX or ___  Zip:_________________ 
 
Email address: ___________________________Phone: _______-__________-______ 
 
___ I am enclosing a check for $25, payable to SASA. 
       (If registering by email, send a check separately to the address below.) 
 

___ I am interested in home housing Thursday night 
 
___ I am interested in sharing a hotel room with someone. 
 

Mail to SASA c/o Mary Grace Ketner / 109 Fir Street / San Antonio, TX 78210 
 
----------------------Cut here!---------------------------Save the information below!------------------ 
 

Permission 2 Play Coaching Workshop with Kevin Cordi 
 

Thursday evening, April 18th, 7:00-9:30 p.m. 
Bring a story that is still being explored. 

 
Mapquest or GPS info: 109 Fir Street / San Antonio, TX 78210 

(Fir Street is in the King William Historic and Cultural Arts District  
just south of downtown San Antonio.) 

 
Directions:  
 

From I37/US281 South: Take the Alamodome exit 155-B, Cesar Chavez Blvd. Turn 
west and proceed .9 mi to St. Maryʼs then turn left onto St. Maryʼs. 
 

Or, from I-10/I-35, Exit 155-B, Cesar Chavez Blvd. and loop eastward toward town. 
Proceed .8 mil. turn right (south) onto St. Maryʼs.  
 

Once on St. Maryʼs, proceed southward .6 mi. Just past Girls, Inc., take the right turn 
onto Fir Street; 109 is the fourth house on the right.  
 
For help, call 210-887-0628. 
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