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Elizabeth Ellis, with purple cloak and crown, received 
the NSN Lifetime Achievement Award. In presenting 
this award, storyteller Jane Stenson recounted 
Elizabeth’s numerous accomplishments on the 
state and national scene of the storytelling world, 
but more importantly, she recognized her caring, 
supportive, and inspirational spirit that has guided the 
development of many storytellers and listeners of all 

ages. TSA is indebted to her generosity and leadership as Board President 
and Festival director for multiple years. She is frequently a featured teller 
at the National Storytelling Festival as well as other festivals throughout 
the country.

TSA Leaders Receive National 
Storytelling Network’s ORACLE Awards

Since their inception in 

1995, the ORACLE Awards 

have been presented by the 

National Storytelling Network 

to those who have excelled in 

their art, or made significant 

contributions to storytelling, 

NSN or its members.

The ORACLE can be an 

award given for:

O rganization/Originality
R eliability
A chievements
C reativity
L eadership
E xcellence
...in the Storytelling 
Community

On Saturday, August 3, 2013 at the National Storytelling Conference in Richmond, VA, the NSN 
Oracle awards were presented. Among the distinguished honorees were Elizabeth Ellis and Karen 

Morgan, two outstanding TSA leaders. Both Elizabeth and Karen are former recipients of the John Henry 
Faulk Award, the highest achievement award bestowed upon a TSA member. Congratulations to these two 
accomplished storytellers and treasured TSA members.

Karen Morgan, a past Chair of the NSN Board of 
Directors, was honored as the recipient of the South 
Central Region Service and Leadership Award. When 
presenting her with this award, Donna Ingham 
highlighted Karen’s multiple services to TSA as a 
storyteller, Board member, and Board President, 
Festival director, and Executive director of the 
organization. Her determination and enthusiasm for 

storytelling have been evident through her multiple leadership roles within 
the profession.
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to read him a story, a copy of “Spooky Texas Tales” is 
in the top drawer of his dresser. He is in room 208 B, 
but be sure to let Angelica know what you are doing or 
you get life with no parole. Doc likes “Tailybone.” (He 
wrote this version!) 

Here’s the way to his heart: bring snacks! Sugar-
free Cokes or Dr. Peppers are fine, or flavored waters, 
any brand. He also likes Dorito chips, the non-hot 
cheesy kind, Fritos, too, and bananas. He really likes 
sliced bananas ON Dorito chips, but you think I’m 
kidding, so you probably won’t do that. (I’m not)

Doc is in a rolly chair; feel free to wheel him 
around. Drive carefully and beep at intersections. 
More than anything laugh and smile with him. Lift his 
hands, especially his right one, high over his head. Let 
him know that you are happy to see him.

And if he makes you cry, it’s okay to let him see 
you. Tell him you miss him and he might give you a big 
hug.

We both miss all of you folks, very much. And 
please understand this: it’s not easy treading the 
grounds Doc and I tread together for thirty years, 
that’s why I’m a stranger to festivals and conferences. 
Maybe I’ll slip my way into a back chair someday, after 
the lights are dim. k

Blessings, Tim Tingle

Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Doc is smiling, nodding, rolling 
his eyes back, singing a few syllables to “I’ll Fly 

Away,” and, with a twinkle in his eye, spitting out 
food he doesn’t care for. Most of you have heard 
Doc Moore is in a care facility, and a few kind ladies 
paid him a visit a year or two ago. He is much better 
than then, in a much more caring care center, and is 
surrounded by people who like and even love him.

So, for those who might want to visit him, and he 
will love it, here’s how:

	 San Marcos Rehabilitation and Health Care 
	 1600 North IH 35 
	 San Marcos, Texas

 Take the Aquarena Springs exit coming north or 
south on I35, and the care center is on the east side, 
easy to spot. 

Best time to come and this is very important, 7am-
noon, any day of the week. That’s Doc’s day, 7am till 
noon. He naps after lunch and is awakened only for 
supper, then it is bedtime again. 

Mondays through Fridays are best. Here’s why: 
Angelica the nurse. 

Always ask for “Angelica the nurse.” She knows 
where he is, how he is, and babies him like he is her 
own. She is the sweetest German-born senior nurse 
you’ll ever meet. 

Ask Angelica if Doc is wearing his glasses. (She 
hides his glasses from serial thieves; he’s lost two pairs 
already). If he’s not wearing them, take them to him 
and put them on, telling him who you are. Be sure to 
jog a storytelling memory. 

Doc loves television, and the library is a great spot. 
Feel free to change the channel to 42. That’s Andy 
Griffith or Gunsmoke. He likes either one. If you’d like 

To Friends of  
Doc Moore
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2013-2014 TSA  
Governing Board

Waynetta Ausmus, President 
waynetta@luckymeranch.com 

Nancy Self, Secretary 
nself42@gmail.com 

Abbie Ryan Randolph, Treasurer 
abbie.randolph@yahoo.com 

Judy Berry 
jmberry44@hotmail.com

Reagin Hults 
rfhults@hultsgroup.com

Valerie Kimble 
kimblevalerie@yahoo.com

Sharon Manning 
books2921@aol.com

Richard Nash 
thedigitalcoyote@gmail.com

Gary Patton 
garypattonlaw@sbcglobal.net

Consuelo Samarripa 
asconsuelo@hotmail.com

Paula Schlegel 
paula.schlegel@yahoo.com

Larry Thompson 
larrythompson@ureach.com

Dru Woods 
druwoods@yahoo.com 

Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a  

non-profit organization dedicated to 
fostering the appreciation of storytelling 
as an oral tradition, a performing art,  

and an educational tool.

PHONE: 940-380-9320

From the  
Lucky Me Ranch…	
by Waynetta Ausmus, TSA President

I love this time of year! School is starting 
and being a former teacher and principal, 
there is a tug at my heart for the beginning of 
school. I even go to the store and buy a box of 
crayons…I just love the smell of crayons,  
don’t you?

Another reason I like this time of year is 
because I can look to the back pasture and see 
large round bales of hay ready to put up; the 
last cutting for the year. This is a time to reflect 
and yet in many ways it’s a time to begin…like the beginning of school. 
My three grandchildren came over the other day after school, the first day 
of school, and they were excited about their new school, their teachers, 
and their classes. It was fun to see them put their phones down and tell 
me about their day. Stories, stories, stories…so fun, and funny!

As this year continues and we continue to have new beginnings, 
wallow in the stories around you. Gather those stories and harvest them 
and share them with the ones around you. And listen…isn’t that the best 
gift we can give, to listen?

Oh yes, and if you need a place to practice telling your stories, grab a 
few of your best friends and family and go to a storytelling guild meeting. 
There are opportunities galore. If you haven’t joined TSA or you want 
to renew your membership, this is a good beginning time to do so. Just 
thought I’d slip that in.

Visit TSA on Facebook and visit our website. 

Looking forward to visiting with you again…

Waynetta Ausmus 
waynettawwr@yahoo.com 
903-890-8061
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TSA: From where does your love of storytelling arise?

BN: Firstly, from my family. Although I rarely 
considered them “storytellers” as such, Mum adored 
holding court at mealtimes with family histories and 
personal stories, weeping with merriment, laughing so 
hard that we’d join in, even if we couldn’t hear what 
she was saying, her joy was so infectious! “Laughing 
until we cry” is a family trait, along with the gift of the 
gab. Dad wasn’t around much but I remember him 
visiting pubs, chatting with strangers, telling jokes and 
anecdotes. By closing time, he’d befriended everyone, 
the bar reverberated with laughter. The English, for 
all their national shyness, relish pub storytelling. They 
seem standoffish but if you socialize in that warm, 
friendly environment, they’ll welcome you, share their 
story, and listen to yours.

Secondly, I told stories so I’d “fit in” because 
I always felt I didn’t “belong.” In the process, 
I discovered I loved entertaining. Nowadays, 
understanding that sense of isolation, of somehow 
not “fitting in,” I like to create environments in which 
others won’t be left out, so they feel included. Sharing 
stories does that. When you hear a person’s story, 
compassion replaces animosity.

TSA: What favorite topics do you just love to tell a story 
about?

BN: Everything from obscure folktales to Mum’s 
journal; Greek Myths to travel memoirs. However, #1 
is “Personal Disasters,” i.e. “things that went wrong,” 
with accompanying humor, pathos and lessons 

learned. Friends joke that I only enjoy stories with a 
moral and that’s mostly true, particularly if I’m the 
one who has to learn the lesson before passing it on!

TSA: When are you the most creative?

BN: If you mean, “At what time of day?” I like 
the Mediterranean timetable. I’m fruitful from first 
thing until lunchtime. Like a toddler, I’m as lifeless 
as cold cabbage from the last mouthful of lunch 
through naptime until around 3:00PM when the 
Muse reawakens. I usually stop at 7:00PM but can be 
productive until 10:00PM. Then I slump into the chips 
and dip, and shuffle off to my pit. If I’m in a play, 
adrenaline supports me until the fat lady sings, I’ve 
downed a merlot, and Big Ben strikes midnight. 

If you mean, “At what point in life?” I’m most 
creative after schmoozing with other tellers at a 
conference, festival, or even a small gathering. 
Immersing myself in their knowledge, vision, and 
stories, I’m inspired and encouraged indefinitely.

TSA: As a writer and a storyteller, how do you take a story 
from the page to the stage?

BN: I always begin by writing down a story even if 
it’s going to be heard, not read. My left-brain needs 
that. It helps me shape it, ensure it has an arc. Then I 
rehearse in my living room, facing the sofa (pretending 
it’s an audience), using the written work to start me 
off. After reading it aloud a few times, I release the 
paper and see what happens, essentially improvising 

Who is TSA
TCA-registered, world-travelled, multiple award-winning, and terribly British  

Bernadette Nason is a vibrant storyteller, actress, comedienne and writer – and a Tejas 
Storytelling Association member.

Bernadette has lived all over the world but hails from England where she studied at 
Guildford Acting School. Bernadette declares, “If there’s an audience prepared to listen, 
I’ll perform anywhere!” She’s just recovering from a hectic summer including a trip to the 
National Storytelling Network Summer Conference in Virginia and once she caught her 
breath, she was gracious enough to sit down and tell us a bit about herself and her storytelling.

Continued...
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the piece. When I forget the written words --which I 
do often -- I make it up, using pictures in my head and 
building on whatever comes out of my mouth. I find 
the highs and lows, the action and humor. I check 
my original to make sure I haven’t omitted anything 
important (though that should be obvious because 
the story won’t make sense.) If I like something 
I’ve come up with, I write it down so I can repeat it 
the same way, especially a joke or a funny line. As I 
become familiar with the story, its rhythm and pacing 
get established. Characters flesh themselves out 
naturally but I experiment with voices, accents, facial 
expressions, and physicality. 

As I share with audiences, I adjust accordingly. I 
do this indefinitely until I’m satisfied that my rendition 
takes the audience and me to a zone of perfect 
communion and ultimate enjoyment. At least, that’s 
the goal! I always intend to record the story on paper 
in that “ideal form” but I rarely do. Usually, it rests in 
my head and when it’s time to tell the tale again, it 
comes rushing back. If not, I review that vague initial 
outline and the tale reappears with new ideas! My 
stories are constantly evolving!

TSA: How do you keep your energy up for a story you’ve told 
one hundred and thirty-two times?

BN: It’s not difficult when you cherish what you do 
but occasionally I remind myself that it’s fresh for every 
new audience, even if it’s not for me. Every audience 
reacts differently to your creativity, giving you their 
vitality as you give them yours. It’s a circle of energy.

One rarely tells a tale the same way twice but 
sometimes you’re invited to share the same program 
six times in a day, one per grade level. Then I’ll tell 
the tales differently to suit each age group, actively 
watching the students to see how they respond, 
tweaking my presentation organically to bring out 
their best reactions. This keeps me on my toes.

I also enjoy revitalizing an oft-told tale at the 
root level, going back its basic outline, rehearsing at 
home, improvising as I go, trying different character 

voices, accents or dialects. I can always come up with 
something original!

TSA: What has been your most memorable storytelling 
performance to date?

BN: There’s not a lot that compares with the 
Exchange Place at Jonesborough -- 1,500 people to 
hear one little snippet -- but I balance that thrill with 
a private storytelling concert at Austin’s King Theatre. 
I arranged it as a fundraiser to practice my Exchange 
Place piece before an audience. I sold eighty tickets 
but after the Austin Chronicle did an article about it, 
there were more people than seats so it was standing 
room only. Donna Ingham emceed. I told for an hour, 
the longest set of personal stories I’d done until then. 
The audience laughed, cried, clapped, cheered, and 
gave me an unexpected standing ovation...always a 
possibility when you invite your own audience! I was 
glad folks appreciated my set but even happier that 
they experienced “adult telling,” of which there’s 
precious little in Austin. I felt we’d done something 
important, demonstrating that storytelling isn’t just 
for children. As a bonus, there was enough after 
expenses to make a donation to the Tejas Storytelling 
Association. Win-win!

TSA: Where is your storytelling energy most focused right 
now?

BN: I’m close to my first draft of TEA IN TRIPOLI, 
the book about my life in Libya (hoping to publish 
next year, the thirtieth anniversary of my arrival there.) 
I’ve told excerpts at fringes, including the recent 
National Storytelling Conference in Richmond. I’m 
compiling two collections of personal narratives: 
Christmas in places I’ve lived (England, Africa, Arabia, 
America) and “Coming to America” stories. Also 
contemplating an Austin storytelling event... k

Who Is TSA...continued from page 4
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The 29th Annual Texas Storytelling Festival will be 
held March 6 - 9, 2014.

Workshop Proposals Deadline: September 21, 
2013 Workshops at the Festival are 90 minutes in 
length and cover a wide range of topics that help our 
participants grow as storytellers and listeners. If you 
have a great idea for a presentation, be sure to submit 
a proposal. Remember that many of people who 
attend the Festival are storytellers, but there are also 
educators and librarians, clergy, and therapists. The 
Workshop Selection Committee is eager to hear from 
you.  

Fringe Performance Proposals Deadline: 
September 21, 2013 Fringe Performances are 25 
minute concerts on any imaginable topic from edgy to 
enlightening. The storytellers are selected by lottery, 
so you have as much chance of being showcased as 
anyone else does. This is your big chance to strut your 
stuff! So, don’t let the opportunity pass you by.   

Those chosen to present either a Workshop or a 
Fringe Performance will need to register for the Festival 
like all other participants. However, at the end of the 
Festival, TSA will present them with a check equal to 
the Early Bird Registration for the event.   Download 
applications at www.tejasstorytelling.com. 

Questions? Contact Elizabeth Ellis the Festival 
Artistic Director at 214-282-7701 or storyellis@
sbcglobal.net.

Peninnah Schram
Tim Couch

Janice Del Negro
Angela Lloyd

Silent Auction  
at the Festival!

March seems a long time away, but now is a good 
time to start thinking about what items you might 
bring to donate for the Tejas Storytelling Festival 
Silent Auction. All sorts of items are offered at the 
auction – quilts, framed art, books, storytelling props, 
handmade crafts, to name a few. So here’s a quick 
reminder: when you see or think of just the right thing, 
keep it back and bring it to the auction.

Sara Easter, Silent Auction Coordinator

Festival Updates
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by Elizabeth Ellis

You got to admit it; I have your undivided 
attention now, don’t I? That brings me to the topic 
I would like you to think about: the importance of a 
great opening line.

The idea of storytelling as entertainment is still 
new to a lot of people. And most people make up their 
minds how they feel about something really quickly. 
Some people say that decision is mostly made in the 
first sixty seconds of an experience. Others say the 
amount of time is even shorter. I don’t have an exact 
figure to give you here, but I can tell you for a fact 
that in the thirty-five years I have been a professional 
storyteller the attention span of the American public 
has changed drastically. And, I don’t just mean our 
children. Grownups have shorter attention spans, and 
getting their attention is much more difficult than it 
once was. 

With that being said, you can probably see 
how it would be helpful to you as a teller to have a 
great opening line for your story. After all, I got you 
attention immediately with the dead cat and the 
freezer.

Here are some possibilities to think about, along 
with an example or two for each.

•	 Say something funny. It would be great if it 
were a part of the story. But if it isn’t, that’s 
okay, too. I am planning on opening an up-
coming late night concert with, “What are you 
doing here? Why aren’t you at home keeping up 
with the Kardashians?” It doesn’t have a darn 
thing to do with the story I am going to tell, but 
I bet it will make folks laugh.

I Only Put A Dead Cat in  
the Freezer Once

•	 Ask a question. One of the finest opening lines 
I ever heard was, “What could make an eighty-
four year old woman climb a forty foot ladder?” 
I couldn’t wait to find out! 

•	 Make an outrageous statement. “Sibling Rivalry 
… the Hatfields and the McCoys had nothing on 
me and my brother.” 

•	 Start with an emotion filled moment. I forgot 
the name of the teller long ago, but still 
remember her opening line. “I don’t know about 
you, but I find it hard to believe in a God that 
would let Lady Bird Johnson go blind.” She had 
me, then and there.

You may be thinking that this only applies to your 
own personal experience stories. But, its true of every 
kind of story you might choose to tell. Just because a 
story does not have an attention getting opening line 
when you find it doesn’t mean you can’t give it one. 
A folktale does not have to begin with “Once upon a 
time...” Your opening line could be: “Idiots.” the King 
said. “Why do my sons have to be idiots?” A historical 
story could begin, “If you’re looking for a hero, better 
look elsewhere. I’d describe this guy as ‘famous but 
flawed’”.

Put some thought into it and I am sure you can 
come up with just the right line to catch the attention 
of every one of your listeners.

And that stuff about only putting a dead cat in the 
freezer once, that’s a lie. I’ve done it twice in my life. 
But that’s another story.  k
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Once again, this November 1st, the  
grounds of the Historic Oakville  

Jail in Oakville, Texas become drenched  
in the tales, stories, and letters of Live  
Oak County’s own J. Frank Dobie. This  
is the third year that renowned  
storytellers and authors will gather  
along with a great audience, to enjoy  
food and fellowship around a big  
campfire under clear November skies.

The George West Storyfest  
committee created this event in 2011 to 
recognize Dobie’s legacy and celebrate 
his works in the county in which he was 
raised. Proceeds continue to benefit the 
restoration of the Dobie/West Performing 
Arts Theatre in downtown George West.

The evening kickoff at 6 pm with chili 
and bread cooked over hot coals. At 7 pm 
the stories begin, hosted by playwright/
screenwriter/novelist William Jack Sibley. 
I cornered Mr. Sibley recently and asked 
him to tell TSA members about this special 
program.	

TSA:  How did you come to the idea of the Dobie Dichos?

WS: Storyfest Chairperson, Mary Margaret asked 
me to host one of the Storyfest events about 4 years 
ago and I really had a great time and loved all that 
was going on.  I remember looking across the street 
at the DOBIE-WEST THEATRE being restored and a 
light went off - Live Oak County produced THE best 
storyteller in Texas!  Why aren’t we celebrating this 
man and his astounding legacy right here?	

TSA: What makes J. Frank Dobie a lasting figure in Texas 
history and lore?

WS: We had Steven L. Davis speak last year and he 
wrote the wonderful biography on Dobie, A Liberated 
Mind and he kind of summed up what I’ve felt all 

Dobie Dichos

along - J. Frank Dobie appeals 
to everyone!  Regardless of 
politics, sex, creed, race, etc. - 
he writes for EVERYMAN – and 
EVERYWOMAN! His stories are 
timeless, well-told, fascinating 
and in particular to our region - 
highly germane.  Being a writer 
myself I love the fact that Dobie 

was sort of a crotchety old coot and spoke his mind 
freely about a number of things that didn’t always go 
down so easy with the vox populi – as it should be - in 
my humble opinion!

TSA: What have you learned about the writings of Dobie in 
the process of putting on these events?

WS: As a kid I really enjoyed the sheer adventure 
of reading Dobie - lost gold mines, cattle stampedes, 
Indian lore, etc.  As an adult I can more fully 
appreciate what he was trying to achieve.  Dobie 
became our Hawthorne, our James Fenimore Cooper, 
our Melville.  He elevated the southwestern United 
States - particularly Texas - from regional obscurity 
to international anecdotal acclaim.  Who do we have 
that shares the same breadth and insight of Dobie’s 

This year’s Dobie Dichos is 
Friday, November 1, 2013. 
Save the date and get down 

to Oakville. Writers and 
performers include:  

Jan Jarboe Russell, Rick 
Casey, Lonn Taylor, Joe 

Nick Patoski, Sheila 
Phillips, Tim Tingle, and 

Gayle Ross. 
For more information:

georgeweststoryfest.org/
dobie_dichos.html

Continued...
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accomplishments?  Scant few.  Not to say that 
he doesn’t have his detractors (don’t get Larry 
McMurty started on his dislike of Dobie.  Your 
shoes will melt before he’s done venting!) But 
for sheer achievement and scope - J. Frank is 
unparalleled. 

TSA: What is the most important aspect of Dobie 
that you hope to transmit through these events?

WS: Memory, retelling, accord and 
endorsement. The act of gathering together to 
remember one remarkable individual from our 
region who did so much to establish an identity 
of who we are, where we came from and why it 
all matters is, I think, about as valid a reason as 
any to champion this annual event.	

TSA: Is there one piece of Dobie text that brings it all 
home for you – makes you realize the treasure that is 
J. Frank Dobie?

WS: Impossible for me to say.  Every year, 
when the writers and performers come with 
their Dobie selections I’m in awe at the range 
of subject matter.  Poetry, verse, presentation, 
song - we just about cover it all – I’m waiting 
for the first Dobie opera! I read last year from 
Dobie’s Guide to Life and Literature of the 
Southwest – by the way, it’s also a course 
taught at the University of Texas by Don 
Graham, who read at DOBIE DICHOS our very 
first year.  What I determined from perusing this 
font of southwestern writing gold is just how 
colossal Dobie’s efforts were in even gathering 
such an array: monumental, in fact, and 
greatly needed.  For me it encompasses all that 
Dobie achieved in his long and impressive life, 
storytelling at its pinnacle! k

And the TSA Award 
Honoree is…
 
History of TSA Awards:

Since 1986, the Texas Storytelling Association 
has chosen to recognize a master storyteller each 
year by awarding the John Henry Faulk Award during 
the Festival in March. In 1999, the Marvin Brown 
Volunteer Award was created to recognize a TSA 
member who has contributed to the organization’s 
growth through volunteer time and talents. In 2010, 
the award possibilities grew with two new categories: 
The Finley Stewart Trailblazing Award recognizes 
an individual, group, or business that promotes 
storytelling, and the Colson Herndon Educator 
award, to be presented at TSA Summer Conferences, 
recognizes an educator who has promoted and 
integrated storytelling into their field. 

Finally, in 2000, the TSA Board created one more 
category – a Special Services Award to be given to 
a person who has made a notable impact upon the 
profession of storytelling as well as upon TSA. 

Detailed descriptions of each of these awards as 
well as a list of the names of past recipients of each 
one may be found on the TSA website.

Member Involvement in Award 
Nominations:

As a TSA member you may honor an outstanding 
storyteller and/or contributor to TSA by completing 
and submitting an award nomination form that is 
found on the TSA website. The submission process 
and deadline for each award nomination is included 
on the form. All submissions will be received by the 
Awards Committee and presented to the TSA Board 
of Directors, who will make a selection for each award 
recipient. Thank you for your thoughtful consideration 
of potential award recipients as you complete and 
submit an award form.  k

Dobie Dichos...continued from page 8
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by Consuelo Samarripa and Sharon Manning

The Membership Committee is introducing 
new processes and programs during the 2013-

2014. Committee Co-Chair Sharon Manning will be 
addressing concerns for and from members north of 
Waco, Texas while Co-Chair Consuelo Samarripa will 
be covering Waco and south of Waco. However, both 
Sharon and Consuelo will be readily available to cover 
any concerns at any given time regardless of area. We 
are both addressing guilds in outlying areas such as 
the Pan Handle and East Texas.

In general, we will be making visits to the TSA 
Affiliate Guilds during the year. To help us meet 
our TSA goal, we are asking each Affiliate Guild 
President or contact person communicate their 
meeting location, day and time to Sharon Manning 
(books2921@aol.com). Also, please forward a 
complete list of Affiliate Guild members to Sharon. 
Guild membership lists should include the “as of” date 
of the list and contact information such as first and 
last names, mailing addresses, electronic addresses, 
landline and cell phone numbers. We look forward to 
meeting you in person.

TSA Members Get New Processes & Programs 

This TSA Board year, we are introducing two 
membership building campaigns to promote TSA 
growth. The Membership Roundup is the first 
campaign. It will be launched in the fall of 2013.

•	 The campaign runs from September 1 through 
December 31, 2013. 

•	 Any active TSA member with dues current as 
of September 1, 2013 can participate in the 
Membership Roundup Campaign. 

•	 The active TSA member must recruit two or 
more lapsed or new TSA members to be eligible 
for a Drawing. 

The TSA Website has been enhanced:

•	 to allow members to update their contact 
information changes directly from the TSA 
Website

•	 to include a means for making donations to 
TSA online via PayPal – the donations can be 
designated or targeted for a specific event or 
cause; for example, in memory of a loved one

•	 to allow TSA affiliate guilds to pay annual 
dues by January 1st of each year using one of 
two methods: Affiliate Guild Dues can be paid 
online via PayPal or by completing the Guild 
Dues Payment Form which can be downloaded 
from the website and mailed in with a check or 
money order

•	 to be consistent with Membership categories 
via PayPal and the downloaded form – (i.e. 
inclusion of organizations and youth tellers)

•	 to include a calendar for promoting Storytelling 
educational programs and events, such as 
Workshops, Liars contest and similar guild 
related events

•	 to showcase more of Paul Porter’s fine 
photographs from TSA events

Membership Campaigns
•	 Designate the recruiter’s name and guild name, 

if any, on the form of the recruited member or 
the member’s renewal form to document your 
efforts.

•	 Forms may be downloaded from the TSA 
website.

The winner of the drawing will receive one (1) Free 
TSA Individual Membership for one (1) year and does 
not have to be present to win. If the winner is a TSA 
Premium Member, the Premium Member may transfer 
their prize to a TSA member or new member of their 
choice.

Continued...
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The First Timers Campaign is the second 
campaign and is set for the spring of 2014:

Basically, this is exclusive for any “First Time” 
member from June 1, 2013 until the drawing at the 
2014 Festival. 

The winner of the drawing will receive one (1) Free 
TSA Individual Membership for one (1) year and does 
not have to be present to win. 

Consider participating in the Membership 
Roundup; it’s a great way to meet new people 
who share in the storytelling community, to renew 
friendships with those who were members, to enhance 
guild memberships, and to have some friendly 
competition in your area.

So, what is in it for you as a TSA member?

•	 A chance to win one TSA Individual membership 
for a year.

•	 Remember, a TSA membership allows the 
following:

•	 A discount at Festivals and/or conferences. 
Attend both and you will get more than your 
money’s worth.

•	 A 10% discount on the National Storytelling 
Network (NSN) membership. 

•	 An optional entry on the TSA Website 
Storytelling Business Directory for only $20.

•	 There are other benefits. Check them out on the 
enhanced TSA Website.

If you have questions, please contact Sharon 
Manning (books2921@aol.com) or Consuelo 
Samarripa 
(asconsuelo@
hotmail.com). 
Happy Hunting 
and Good luck on 
the Membership 
Roundup Campaign 
to all!  k

TSA members will be 
reminded of upcoming 
dues and events via email 
and the US Postal Service. 
If you’re not receiving the 
reminders, just go the JOIN 
page on the TSA website 
to update using the form 
posted there.

The Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild in Waco 
has two big events coming up this fall:

»» On Saturday, October 19th from 10 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Guild Interpreters will be stationed 
throughout the historic Oakwood Cemetery 
sharing stories about the life and times of 
renowned, legendary and infamous people laid 
to rest there.  It is free to the public.  Oakwood 
Cemetery is located at 2124 S. 5th Street in 
Waco.

»» The HOT Guild will be presenting an extra 
special TELLABRATION this year with Lyn 
Ford, nationally known Affrilachian teller, 
headlining this annual event.  It will be held 
on November 9th at the Austin Avenue United 
Methodist Church, 1300 Austin Avenue in 
Waco beginning at 6:00 p.m.  Cost for adults is 
$10, kids 12 & under $5.

 For additional information on either of these 
events call or email Vivian Rutherford at 254/717-
1763 or Vivian.rutherford@thestorylady.org.  k

Guild News

What’s 
Happening 
Around Texas?

Guild Membership Tip 

Guilds suffer when they relocate 
meeting locations. Ask each 
member to invite someone to a 
‘house warming’ of sorts for a new 
guild location and also help bring 
in new members. 

Membership...continued from page 10
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P.O. Box 2806 
Denton, TX 76202

940-380-9320

tejasstorytelling.com

Attending the National Storytelling Network Conference in Richmond VA in August were (l to r) Nancy 
Self, Tim Couch, Jaye McLaughlin, Joanie Stewart, Fred Peters, Catherine Ezzell, Charles Alton, Elizabeth Ellis, 
Bernadette Nason, Judy Alton, Regina Holmes, Gene Helmick-Richardson, Donna Ingham, Mary Grace Ketner, 
and Peggy Helmick-Richardson. Bernadette and Judy each presented a Fringe performance at the event, Mary 
Grace hosted a story swap, and Elizabeth celebrated her seventieth birthday in National style.

Tejas Teller Newsletter
The Tejas Teller is published by the Tejas Storytelling Association and distributed to TSA 
members on a bi-monthly basis.

Larry Thompson, Editor
Karen Wollscheid, Production/Graphics
Rosemary Davis, Graphics
Paul Porter, Photographer
Sheila Phillips, Guild News Editor
Mary Grace Ketner, NSN News Contributor
Kim Lehman, Festival Contributor
Waynetta Ausmus, Columnist
Elizabeth Ellis, Columnist

General news items or inquiries can be sent to the Editor at larrythompson@ureach.com

Guild News items should be sent to Sheila Phillips at zoolady@airmail.net. 

Submission deadline is the last day of the month that preceds the next print cycle.

The Tejas Teller is distributed electronically to TSA Members. If you want a printed copy 
of the newsletter mailed to you, please send a request to Karen Wollscheid, newsletter 
production, at membership@tsastorytelling.com.

TSA in VA!


