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The Festival is right around the corner!
Rising Star Concert

The Texas Liars Contest

Each year a few of the Affiliate Guilds throughout
the state have the opportunity to send one of their
best and brightest tellers to share a story at the Festival
in the Rising Star Concert. Congratulations to them
all! The Concert is Friday, March 7 from 5 to 6pm.

Saturday, March 8, 10:45 am-12:15 pm
The truth is Texas has some of the best liars in the
world. You will fall off your chair laughing at all the
hilarious tales of misadventure and outright lies.

Meet our illustrious liars:

Our Rising Stars are:
•
•
•
•
•

»» Chester Weems – Chester is a retired educator and
amateur storyteller from Yukon, OK who likes family
stories. For the past 15 or more years he has been
photographing storytellers in action. “I don’t really
lie, but some stories can use a little enhancement,
and I discovered my stories improved when not
burdened by absolute accuracy.”

Ryan McPherson-San Antonio Storytellers Association
Rabba Raine Teller-Central Texas Storytelling Guild
Mark Young-Mesquite Storytellers of Abilene
Carolyn Baum- Storytellers of the High Plains
Anita Brock-Tarrant Area Guild of Storytellers

Silent Auction

»» Decee Cornish – Some people use language to
express thought, some to conceal thought. Far too
many of us use it to replace thought. Some great
men get discovered, others get found out. He has
climbed up the North pole, slid down the South
pole and was your Sunday morning centerfold in
Parade Magazine. Texas born and raised - the urban
Aesop - Decee Cornish.

Please bring your items for the silent auction to the
festival. Items can include books, clothing, puppets,
or handmade items. We know there are treasures out
there just waiting for a new home. You can drop them
off at the silent auction tables when you arrive. Please
fill out a form to start the bidding. Let the bidding
begin! Questions? Contact Sara Easter, Silent Auction
Coordinator – seaster@dishmail.net or 940-567-3660.

Continued...
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»» Donna Ingham – Donna did not set out to be a liar,
but lying has been thrust upon her. She can claim
to have been the biggest liar in Austin (7 times), in
Houston (twice), in San Antonio (once), and in the
whole state of Texas (3 times). She occasionally tells
the truth, but then it’s hard to know sometimes.

events he has experienced. Sometimes those who
might have led a more sheltered life, think he is
lying.
»» Lorene Stilwell – Lorene was raised in Scotland,
surrounded by stories and songs. Although she has
since traveled to many lands, she has a special love
of the stories she grew up with and considers herself
a Seanachie in the Scots Tradition. She does like
Texas though, it being not always so wet, windy,
and cold.

»» Judy Allton – Judy was raised as a “Navy Brat”
moving frequently, traveling through deserts full
of rocks. Her dad would always stop the car so
she could collect rocks – rocks tell stories, mostly
true. In her day job, Judy gets to work alongside
geologists who study rocks from the Moon and
other planets. She listens as they spin a good yarn
around the campfire or at the tavern – wherever
that may be.... the Moon, Antarctica, Marble Bar
Australia, Namibia and beyond!

»» Sheila Starks Phillips– A Panhandle girl home
grown in Amarillo and now living in Sugar Land,
Sheila Starks Phillips is all about Texas. She views
outsiders with regret that they did not have the
privilege of growing up in this greatest of all states.
An award winning Liar and animal lover, Sheila was
a ZooKeeper at the Houston Zoo working in the
Animal Hospital and with Primates before retiring.
She has been telling professionally since 1990.

»» Leslie Buie – Leslie is a member of the Tejas
Storytelling Association, Dallas Storytelling Guild
and Toastmasters of Rockwall. He likes to tell about
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June 27-29 2014
TSA Summer Conference

Tales In and Out of School: Children, Imagination, and Learning

Featured Conference Teller
and Keynoter - Megan Hicks

We often say “Stories are not just for children,”
but the fact is, stories are also for children, and for
many storytellers, programs for children provide a
good portion of our income. Let’s address this topic
at our conference this summer!

San Antonio and TSA welcome storyteller and
origamist Megan Hicks to the beautiful Oblate
Renewal Center. She has a definite way with words
and paper - add in her warm sense of humor and
deep respect for anybody
who is now or ever was
a kid, and you’ve got an
award-winning performer
who captivates audiences of
all ages and from all walks of
life. www.meganhicks.com

Conference dates - June 27-29, 2014
Location: Oblate Renewal Center, San Antonio
Call for Fringe and Workshop Proposals is
starting now. Download a proposal form from the
website – complete the form and submit it before
the deadline: Tuesday, April 1, 2014
Information, registration, workshop and fringe
forms can be found at:
http://www.tejasstorytelling.com/conference/
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Festival Schedule
Events to be interpreted for the deaf are marked on the schedule with
. However, arrangements can be
made to have any portion of the event signed by sending a request to tsa@tejasstorytelling.com or calling
940-380-9320 (V).
Thursday, March 6
7:00-9:15 pm Goosebumps and Graveyards – Ghost Stories
Friday, March 7
9:00-10:30 am Opening Concert
10:45-12:15

Morning Concert

Workshop A

Workshop B

12:15-1:15

Lunch and Story Swaps

1:15-2:00

John Henry Faulk Concert

1:15-2:45

Workshop C

2:15-3:15

Janice Del Negro in Concert
“Journeys End in Lovers’ Meeting: True Love and Vagabonds”

3:15-3:45

Social

3:45-4:45

TSA Membership Meeting

5:00-6:00

Rising Star Concert

6:00-7:30

Supper On Your Own

7:00-7:30

Pre-Show Music with Sleepy Creek

7:30-10:00

Evening Concert of Featured Tellers
Presentation of Marvin Brown Volunteer Award

Workshop D

Saturday, March 8
9:00-10:30

Family Concert featuring Angela Lloyd
Kids Day Activity

Workshop E

Workshop F

10:45-12:15

Liars Contest

Workshop G

Workshop H

Kids Day Activity

12:15-1:30

Lunch and Story
Swaps

Affiliate Guild Meeting Kids Day Activity

1:30-3:00

Afternoon Concert

Workshop I

Workshop J

3:15-4:45

Workshop K

Workshop L

Fringe Concert

5:00-7:00

Talespinner Dinner and Silent Auction

7:00-7:30

Pre-Show Music with David Goodroe

7:30-10:00

Evening Concert of Featured Tellers
Presentation of John Henry Faulk Award

Kids Day Activity

Sunday, March 9
8:00-9:00

Labyrinth Walk with Jay Stailey

9:30-11:00

Sacred Tales Concert

11:30-1:00

Closing Concert with Featured Tellers

Master Class with Peninnah Schram
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Cowboy Poet Rides Away
Our friends in George West, Texas are mourning the loss
of a teacher, rancher, storytelling supporter, Cowboy Poet,
grandfather, father, and friend. John Nathan Campbell passed
from this life on February 16, 2014 in Three Rivers, Texas
John was born on December 1, 1941 to Charles Cecil
Campbell and Dorris Frances (Pugh) Campbell in Beeville,
Texas. John was raised and attended school in George West,
Texas, where he was a proud member of the 1958 George
West Longhorn football team which reached the State semifinals. Following high school, John attended Texas A& I
University where he received a Bachelor’s Degree in Agriculture.
John was a school teacher for the Three Rivers School
District for many years, but at heart he was proud of being a
working cowboy. John was a foreman on the Ward Ranches
in Vanderbilt and LaWard, Texas from 1970-1980, and
looked after ranches for his friend West Ward in Live Oak and
McMullen Counties until his death.
John was also a cowboy poet, and authored three books
dealing with South Texas and cowboy life.
Donations may be made in John’s memory to the Dobie/
West Performing Arts Theatre in George West, Texas.
If you attended the George West Storyfest in recent years,
your best chance to hear Johnny was on the Cowboy Poetry
stage. But you probably had just a good a chance to spot him
at the community breakfast or in front of the Court House
on the festival grounds. Johnny was generally half-surrounded
and swapping tales with a group of friends – which may have
been other cowboys, lifelong mates, or curious new festival
goers anxious to meet a “real Texas cowboy.” Johnny was
never far away from a good tale – through his wry smile came
favorite tales of stick horses, raucous ranch happenings, and
the general wonder and beauty of life in and around Live Oak
County.
My favorite of Johnny’s poems is transcribed here –
although it’s not really the same, since the printed form
doesn’t have his flavor, his flare, or his rhythm and tempo.
Nonetheless, when you read it you can catch his humor, and
his genuine love of situation and language.
Johnny – we’ll miss you. You belong to the sunset and the
open range now.
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The Purple Bag
by John Campbell

Nectar of the Gods!
They like to brag.
And it comes to you,
In a little purple bag.
It ain’t cheap
Take a look at that tag!
This wondrous concoction
In the little purple bag.
It makes lovely ladies
Out of god-awful hags;
The magic elixir
In the little purple bag.
It makes strong men
Get a bad case of the wags;
This succulent liquid
In the little purple bag.
It makes the “life of the party”
Out of a timid little drag;
This renowned cure-all
In the little purple bag.
It makes you light-hearted
Then lets you sag;
This prevaricating brew
In the little purple bag.
It makes your head start spinnin’
Then you start to gag;
From drinkin’ the fowl juice
In the little purple bag.
Your once sweet wife
Turns into a real nag;
‘Cause you drank too much
From the little purple bag.
Next morning with a throbbin’ head
And mouth tastin’ like a dirty rag,
You swear you’ll never again drink nothing
That comes in a little purple bag.

President’s Column

From the Lucky Me Ranch

2013-2014 TSA
Governing Board
Waynetta Ausmus, President
waynetta@luckymeranch.com
Richard Nash, Vice President
thedigitalcoyote@gmail.com
Nancy Self, Secretary
nself42@gmail.com
Abbie Ryan Randolph, Treasurer
abbie.randolph@yahoo.com
Judy Berry
jmberry44@hotmail.com
Reagin Hults
rfhults@hultsgroup.com
Valerie Kimble
kimblevalerie@yahoo.com
Sharon Manning
books2921@aol.com
Gary Patton
garypattonlaw@sbcglobal.net
Consuelo Samarripa
asconsuelo@hotmail.com
Paula Schlegel
paula.schlegel@yahoo.com
Larry Thompson
larrythompson@ureach.com
Dru Woods
druwoods@yahoo.com

Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a
non-profit organization dedicated to
fostering the appreciation of storytelling
as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

Wow! I’m ready for Springtime in Texas! Not only for the warmer
weather, the color of green out in my pastures, the Bluebonnets and
Indian Paintbrush along the road to the Lucky Me Ranch, but because
March brings the Tejas Storytelling Festival in Denton…the 29th festival, to
be exact.
The theme this
year is, “Wit, Wisdom,
and Whimsey…”
Now that about
encompasses every
area of storytelling.
Our festival committee
has been working
hard, and loving it, to
bring to story lovers a
dandy lineup of tellers
and workshops during
the event, March
6-9, 2014. Check out
our website, www.
tejasstorytelling.com
and our Facebook
page. It’s an event
that anybody who’s
anybody will want to
attend.
I know that after
the festival my family
and neighbors, as well as all my critters, get to hear about the folks I got
to see again at the festival and the stories I heard.
So not only will I be enjoying the beauty of early Spring but I’ll have
some wonderful memories of another storytelling festival as I drive back
to the Lucky Me Ranch from Denton.
Boy, I’m ready for Spring! And just think, next year is the 30th annual
storytelling festival! Yippee!
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Guild News

What’s Happening Around Texas?
Mesquite Storytellers of
Abilene host
The MSTYC 2013

the audience.
MSOA was able to secure a grant from the Abilene
Cultural Arts Council which covered the $500 in prize
money for the top three tellers. The fees for printing
of tickets, posters and the programs were donated
by a local printer. The venue charged a minimal fee.
The members of MSOA donated their time to design
printed items, set up the venue, distribute posters and
work with the tellers before the event.

On November 15, 2013, the
Mesquite Storytellers of Abilene
(MSOA) held The MSTYC 2013
– a storytelling competition
designed to introduce area college students to the art
of storytelling. The MSTYC: Mesquite StoryTelling Yarn
Competition.

This was a great event to get the word out about
the local guild and about storytelling. It was very
well received and the audience thoroughly enjoyed
the evening. This was the first storytelling event for
the majority of the audience. Photos from the event
appeared on the front page of the Abilene Reporter
News the next day. MSOA plans to hold The MSTYC
2014 this coming fall. If you would like information
about how your local guild can hold this type of event,
contact Abbie Randolph via email at abbie.randolph@
yahoo.com.

The event was pitched to four local colleges. Three
agreed to participate, but one had to pull out at the
last minute. At Cisco College, the Philosophy and
Ethic classes chose four tellers for the competition.
The English Club at McMurry University advertised
the competition, had tellers sign up, provided a mock
competition for the tellers to practice (and receive
feedback) and then held a competition to choose four
tellers from their student body. McMurry also ran
a great article about storytelling and MSOA in their
school paper, The War Hawk Herald.
The event was advertised through posters,
community calendars, school papers, Facebook and
a press release. Tickets were sold at each college and
at the door. The event was hosted at The Center
for Contemporary Arts in Abilene. Over 110 people
attended the event.

Don’t forget
The Texas Storytelling Festival is for Affiliate
Guilds too!! Three guild opportunities at the
Festival this year: The guild table in the main
festival concourse area, the guild leadership
meeting during lunch on Saturday, and the
option for each guild to place a basket
into the silent auction.

Each teller was given 10 minutes to tell a personal,
family-friendly story. There were stories that brought
laughter, tears and personal reflection. You can see
a sample of each teller on YouTube: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=mV7adwd21tA
Three judges scored each teller and Nathan
Johnson was pronounced the winner of the
competition. Nathan was awarded a “trophy”, a
Magic Plasma Ball, and $250! While the judges were
tallying up the scores, a member of MSOA entertained

We’re looking forward to seeing
the creativity that each Affiliate Guild
brings to the Festival this year!
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Who is TSA
Editor’s Note: Years ago a colleague from India told me in response to where in the world
she had lived: “I’ve sipped the waters of many nations.” The same could be said for the
subject of this issue’s “Who is TSA” segment. Currently she serves on the Territory Tellers
storytelling organization’s board of directors, is a published author, a pianist, an autoharpist, and a former beauty queen, and this storyteller has sipped the waters of many
states. We start off there as we learn more about – Mrs. Loralee Cooley.
continuing education, the DeKalb Library System, the
now-defunct Oxford Book Store, and the Center for
Puppetry Arts. Can’t say the state arts council was very
helpful; the director at the time said, in writing, “…
we accept storytelling as entertainment but question it
as art.” My husband had to scrape me off the ceiling
when I read that!

TSA: You’ve lived in many states. Does one state stand out in
your stories, or in its own appreciation of storytelling?
LC: First, I’ll list what states are in the running:
Illinois (born there and stayed there until graduation
from Eastern Illinois University in ‘65), Kentucky (I
was Miss Louisville 1966 and met my husband, Ed,
there), Indiana, Tennessee, Virginia, Arizona (where
I launched my professional storytelling career in
1977), Georgia (where, under my leadership, the
regional organization Southern Order of Storytellers
was hatched), South Carolina, Texas (active in both
states’ arts councils, and listed on their Touring Artist
Rosters), and finally Oklahoma where we now live and
I serve on the board of Territory Tellers, the statewide
storytelling organization.

TSA: How is your close connection with the church reflected
in your storytelling?
LC: This question caught me up short. While
I’ve done a fair amount of church-connected work, I
hadn’t thought of my storytelling as being necessarily
a reflection of “church.” I’ve been a church musician
since 7th grade (pianist, mostly; children’s choir
director), and currently serve as pianist/organist at
First Presbyterian in Clinton Oklahoma. I met my
husband at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
in Louisville KY while I was Miss Louisville 1966
(participated in the Miss Louisville pageant, a Miss
America preliminary – interesting experience!). He
was in theology school; I was in music school. At the
time, we were still Baptist, but our denomination
took a far right turn a few years later, and we became
Presbyterian and Ed is now a Presbyterian pastor.

Now for that question: Does one state stand out
in my stories, or in its appreciation of storytelling?
It would have to be a split decision between
Arizona and Georgia.
Arizona: because that’s where I first “hung out
my shingle” as a storyteller, and where I substituted
for the Governor’s wife as the featured speaker for
a luncheon (she was in Washington DC to see her
husband sworn in as ambassador to Argentina), where
my topic was “Arizona Action,” and I told stories of
Arizona history.

I’ve led extensive workshops at Columbia
Seminary, Ghost Ranch Conference Center in New
Mexico (a Presbyterian retreat center) and numerous
churches in several presbyteries in Georgia, South
Carolina and Texas, focusing on what is called in
academic circles “narrative theology,” that is, using
the stories in the Bible and other holy scriptures (e.g.
Jewish Midrash and myths from various spiritual
traditions.)

Georgia: because that’s where my storytelling
really “caught fire.” It was from classes I taught at
Callanwolde Fine Arts Center in Atlanta that the
organization Southern Order of Storytellers grew.
Not just from my initiative, but from the support
and encouragement of members of those classes, the
arts center, the Alliance Theatre’s classes for teacher

Continued...
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Who is TSA...continued

One thing I can’t abide is someone to “tell” a
Bible story, and then to explain it to death as though
the listener had no ability to understand or interpret
the story on his/her own. An example of how that
technique can sometimes backfire---especially if the
“storyteller” asks for input from the audience (but
isn’t prepared to deal with said input!) is shown in this
anecdote:

various news sources such as newspaper, the internet,
local gossip, and TV news, personal experience, family
histories, and literary tales (careful about copyright
with this last one.) A favorite source of literary tales is
Rudyard Kipling’s “Just So Stories,” including “How
the Elephant Got His Trunk” and “The Cat Who
Walked by Himself.”
TSA: Are there any special topics or subjects you’re working
on, and what should we be watching for?

A Bible school teacher was telling a story (don’t
know which one), in which there was an animal in a
garden....animal not described. “And what do you
think was in that garden?” the teacher asked. A child
responded eagerly, “An elephant!” “No, no,” the
teacher admonished. “It was a very small garden.” Not
to be outdone, the child came back with “It was a very
small elephant!” Finally, the teacher insisted, “It was
NOT an elephant!” And the child responded, “Did
you see it? How do you know?” Hmmm..... That’s
why it’s not a good idea to ask questions, expecting a
preconceived answer or with only one “moral.”

LC: The only “practical“ thing I’m anticipating
needing some new material for is the Oklahoma
Library Summer Reading Program. The theme this year
is Science and related themes. Since I’m hoping for
several bookings (I had several libraries last summer,
when the theme was Dig Deep to Read), I’m perusing
stories about food (honeybees, fruit), scientists,
notably women (Marie Curie, Julia Child), and
songs and poems about food (Goober peas...boiled
peanuts).
TSA: Who inspires your love of the craft of storytelling?

So I’m still not sure how my “church” experience
reflects on my storytelling, but I’ve certainly had
lots of storytelling friends from all sorts of spiritual
backgrounds.

LC: My “Bible” for storytelling is now rather
ancient. It’s the classic The Way of the Storyteller
by Ruth Sawyer, first published in 1942, re-issued in
1972, and – I guess – still available in paperback from
Penguin. Every storyteller needs to KNOW this book,
and delight in its philosophy on the beauty, integrity
and delight of storytelling. Ruth Sawyer, whose son-inlaw was Robert McCloskey, author of Make Way for
Ducklings and Blueberries for Sal, had great respect
for the power of story.

TSA: How are we doing in our job of continuing the tradition
of “yarnspinning” these days?
LC: Some regions and organizations are doing
better than others. My observation of TSA is that
there is a real effort to encourage young tellers and to
develop their interest and skills in the art. Nationally,
the NSN promotes such storytelling-related
movements as The Moth and FRINGE, and both are
youth-oriented.

Some people now in the “business” that I consider
“role models” for the rest of us (and this by no means
exhausts the supply!) are Elizabeth Ellis, Peninnah
Schram, Donald Davis, Lynn Maroney, Milbre
Burch, Ed Stivender, Michael Parent, Jim May, Syd
Lieberman, Jay O’Callahan; some who have gone on:
Ray Hicks, Kathryn Tucker Windham, Chuck Larkin,
George Goldman (the last two from Atlanta).

TSA: Where do you get your inspiration for creating new
stories?
LC: No one place. My stock location for folk and
fairy tales is the .398 section of the library, which is
the corner for such things....and a great excuse to
read when the dishes need washing! But there are the

Continued...
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TSA: What keeps you enthusiastic about
storytelling?
LC: Whew! Sometimes I’m not....
and it’s not the art, it’s me. I’ve been
a professional storyteller since 1977;
that’s 37 years! It may be time to
retire! But Kathryn Windham didn’t.
I’ve been in a slump since 2003
when my husband and I were in a
serious car crash, and both were
affected by “drain bamage” as my
sister-in-law teasingly calls it. That’s
taken some of the “starch” out of me,
and I’m just not all that revved up
about getting it back.
Also, I took what might be
considered a detour in 2008, when
as a result of some odd questions
and total misunderstandings about
our 44th president, I went to work
to write a children’s biography of the
childhood of Barack Obama. That
was a real learning experience! It
was not just the material I collected
and the research I did, but the
whole procedure of getting the book
published! (It’s now available at www.
amazon.com, search for “Island Child”
by Loralee Cooley.)
So, even though I may not tell
as much or as often as I once did,
I still am in awe of what the art of
storytelling can do. When I hear a
story that touches me by a storyteller
who loves and respects the story and
the listeners, and I feel the spirit of
those listeners as they are stirred by the
magic of the story....and I know that
there isn’t anything quite like a good
story well told to heal whatever it is
that ails us.

TSA Members and
Friends Honored
Some of the TSA Family members were recently named winners and
honorees of the 2014 Storytelling World Resource Awards from
the hundreds of nominated stories, books, and recordings. These
awards are also featured in the 2014 April/May issue of Storytelling
Magazine/Storytelling World.

Category: Stories for Pre-Adolescent Listeners
Among the Winners:

Lost and Found

A kid’s adventure in discovery
by Bill Harley
Peachtree, www.peachtree-online.com

Category: Stories for Adult Listeners
Among the Honors:

Lost in Cyberspace

Confusion with the electronic gadgetry among the elderly
On CD Our Boy, C.Y. (and His Sweet young Thing of a
Wife), by Donna Ingham
Wordshop, www.donnaingham.com

Category: Storytelling Collections
Among the Winners:

1492: New World Tales

Multicutural stories form the age of exploration
by Richard and Judy Dockery Young
August House, www.augusthouse.com

Category: Storytelling Recordings
Among the Winners:

Historically Speaking

Recorded stories from Ingham’s book Tales with a Texas Twist
CD by Donna Ingham
Wordshop, www.donnaingham.com

Category: Storytelling Recordings
Among the Honors:

Hot Cross Nuns

Stoires about growing up in 1960s England
CD by Bernadette Nason
www.bernadettenason.com
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