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Since 1989, folks have come from near and far 

to gather at the Live Oak County courthouse square 

in downtown George West on the first Saturday 

in November to celebrate the art and tradition of 

storytelling.  On November 7, George West Storyfest, 

the second-oldest storytelling festival in Texas after 

the Texas Storytelling Festival, continues its tenure 

of presenting professional and local storytellers to 

audiences appreciative of listening to good stories.

This year Storyfest will feature Suzi Whaples, 

Barbara McBride Smith, and Larry Thompson.  

Although Whaples and Smith are new to the Storyfest 

stage, Thompson has made several appearances in 

front of the Storyfest audience.  Additional storytellers 

for 2015 include Mark Babino, MaryAnn Blue, Decee 

Cornish, Mary Grace Ketner, Sue Kuentz, Bernadette 

Nason, Consuelo Samarripa, and Tim Tingle.  Donna 

Ingham and Lanny Joe Burnett will be among our 

participants in the Johnny Campbell Cowboy Gathering 

- telling cowboy stories and reciting cowboy poetry.   

You’ll also want to join Host Ryan McPherson for this 

year’s ghoulishly enjoyable Ghost Stories Concert – if you 

dare…

This year marks the 5th annual Dobie Dichos, and 

we have quite the distinguished lineup.  Tellers will be 

Jerry Young, Lanny Joe Burnett, and Texas historian and 

author Mike Cox.  Authors Mary Locke Crofts, Andres 

27 Years of Stories on the Courthouse

Tijerina (current president of the Texas Institute of 

Letters), Carmen Tafolla (current Texas Poet Laureate), 

and Bruce Shackelford (historian, author, and western 

expert on Antiques Road Show) will add to the evening.  

Tickets for Dobie Dichos: only $15 for chili dinner + 

performance (pre-sale only); $10 performance only (pre-

sale and at the venue). 

George West Storyfest is a non-gated event, 

providing the opportunity for everyone from all walks 

of life to come to the festival and listen to good stories 

told by some of the state and nation’s best storytellers.  

Attendees can also stroll through the vintage cars at 

the car show and visit with the living history re-enactors 

and demonstrators, as well as listen to local storytellers, 

participants in the “open mic” session, and a variety of 
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27 Years of Stories on the Courthouse
live music.  Mid-afternoon will find most of the crowd 

under the tent of the STB Stage enjoying the hilarity 

of this year’s version of the annual Texas State Liars’ 

Contest©.

Join us on Saturday, November 7, 2015, for the 

27th annual George West Storyfest.  To learn more 

about George West Storyfest, visit the website at www.

georgeweststoryfest.com  and follow George West 

Storyfest Association, Inc. on Facebook. 

The 30th Texas Storytelling Festival 

is in the books – and by the number 

of hoof prints on the grounds of the 

Civic Center – it was clearly a successful 

round-up of tellers and listeners.  The 

herd wasn’t thinned at all by the threats 

of inclement weather!   

So many new faces and new facets 

– the Friday Nite Lite dinner, the largest 

ever Story Store, the New Voices concert, 

a stellar group of Rising Stars, an 

amazing set of kids’ day activities, strong 

voices throughout the concerts, and on 

and on – we sure hope you got to see it 

all!

Our largest possible heaping of 

thanks goes out to Jeannine, Elizabeth, 

Kay, Reagin, Sharon, Peggy, Betsy, Mel, 

Valerie, and their teams.  A festival like 

this wouldn’t be possible without the 

countless hours spent by these folks and 

their teams.  

And let’s not forget to applaud once 

more for James Ford, Gayle Ross, Barbara McBride 

Smith, and Elizabeth Ellis – our featured tellers.  And 

while we’re at it; one more round for John Henry Faulk 

Award recipient Gene Helmick-Richardson and Marvin 

Brown Volunteer Service Award recipient 

Elizabeth Ellis.  It was quite an event.

And as good as that one was…

Join us once again at the Denton 

Civic Center on March 10-13, 2016 

for the 31st Texas Storytelling Festival.  

This year’s featured tellers are Rev. 

Robert Jones, Antonio Sacre, Eldrena 

Douma, and Minton Sparks.   Keep 

watching www.tejasstorytelling.com 

for information and updates.  We’ll 

be sending out workshop and fringe 

submission forms soon.   The 30th was 

fantastic – but help us make the 31st 

even bigger!

Volunteers are a critical component 

to putting a festival like ours.   If you 

want to volunteer but aren’t sure what 

you can do, contact a board member 

and we’ll help you get onboard.  We 

need folks on the Thursday, Friday, 

Saturday, and Sunday of the festival – 

wait…that’s everyday!  Even if you can 

just spare a few hours on Thursday evening or Sunday 

afternoon, trust me, we’ve got all sorts of tasks that 

need your hands and heart.

31st Annual

 Texas Storytelling Festival
Stirring the Pot: 

A Tantalizing Taste 
of Storytelling Stew

Storyteller Concerts 
Music • Ghost Stories 

Kids Activities • Liars Concert
Story Swaps • Training Workshops

Minton Sparks

Eldrena DoumaRev. Robert Jones

Antonio Sacre

w w w . t e j a s s t o r y t e l l i n g . c o m

D e n t o n  C i v i c  C e n t e r,  D e n t o n  Te x a s

Tejas Storytelling 
Association
PO Box 2806
Denton TX 76202
940-380-9320

2016 Texas Storytelling Festival – A 
Tantalizing Taste of Storytelling Stew

www.tejasstorytelling.com
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Tejas Storytelling Association welcomes 
a new board of directors

June 2015 begins the 31st year for the Tejas Storytelling Association.  This year’s board has several new members 

joining an experienced crew from last year.   Rabba Raine Teller, Leslie Buie, Kim Lehman, and Mary Margaret 

Campbell are new faces to the TSA board but not the storytelling and story lovers from across the state.  Returning 

to the board for another term is Reagin Hults.  Larry Thompson will be the President this year, joined by Granville Ott 

as Treasurer, and Marian Fleischman as Secretary. Others continuing to serve TSA are Consuelo Samarripa, Richard 

Nash, Joanie Stewart, Reba Ott, and Mel Davenport.  

The board says goodbye to Paula Schlegel, Dru Woods, Valerie Kimble, and Sharon Manning.  We wish them the 

best and heartily thank them for the years of service to the vibrant, growing organization.

The board in Austin in early June to begin planning the busy 2015-2016 year – including the 31st Texas Storytelling 

Festival, a TSA Summer Conference in Waco, plans for a new “virtual” guild – and other programming.

The board is forever on the 

lookout for members who would 

like to serve – our Nominating 

Committee is always interested 

in hearing from you with a 

recommendation of a candidate for 

the board.

North Texas Giving Day
North Texas Giving Day is an online giving event that provides nonprofits the 

opportunity to gain exposure to — and start relationships with — new donors, and 

for people in North Texas to come together to raise as much money as possible for 

local nonprofits.

Last year TSA was honored to be one of the non-profit organizations that could 

benefit from donations made during the North Texas Giving Day.  Our hardworking, 

ever vigilant Grants committee was successful in their efforts to put TSA on the list 

– and TSA received almost $1500.00 in donations.  Current plans for using those 

donations include two wonderful new programs bringing storytelling to the Denton area.  An upcoming Teller will 

detail those programs.

In just a few years, North Texas Giving Day has pumped more than $60 million into the North Texas community. 

In 2014, more than 98,000 gifts totaling $26.3 million, benefiting more than 1,580 nonprofits.

This year we’ll be participating again – so check out their website at http://www.northtexasgivingday.org/  for 

details – and please remember TSA when September 17 rolls around.

http://www.northtexasgivingday.org/
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Storytelling on the 
House – or in the house
Recipe for a wonderful house concert:

•	 1 – cool neighborhood house

•	 1 – new patio, completed after weeks of torrential rains

•	 3 – strings of lights hung carefully 

from the patio eaves

•	 17 or more – chairs of all sizes and 

shapes

•	 Tons – snacks of all types

•	 8 – wonderful storytellers

•	 1 – gracious host family

•	 1 – story-loving audience

Combine ingredients in a rush 

and sprinkle conversation, food, 

and libations liberally.  Let set. Then mix in tales of youth and age, of 

fame and fortune, of family fun and woe.  Stir the audience to applause.  

Repeat as needed until all storytellers are exhausted.

This recipe was followed completely by Bernadette Nason and 

John Payne as they opened their home and welcomed the TSA Board 

and a cast of other tellers and guests for a night of storytelling in near 

north Austin.  Tales from experienced tellers like Richard Nash, David 

Thompson, and Donna Ingham were matched with tales from newer 

tellers like John Payne, and Ian Manners.

Even the mosquitoes were entertained – and 

everyone loved the new patio completed just in time 

and the food, friends, and fellowship.

If you’re interested in hosting your own 

storytelling house concert – check in with Bernadette 

Nason or Larry Thompson – they can give you 

the 4-1-1 on how much fun it is and how you can 

bring out the storyteller in your neighbors and 

neighborhood this fall.

Free 
Advertising 
for Your 
Storytelling 
Event

Did you know that you could 

list your Affiliate Guild’s events on 

the Tejas Storytelling Association’s 

Webpage yourself?  

Simply go www.tejasstorytelling.

com and click on the Event 

Calendar.  On the top right hand of 

the page, click Submit an event and 

follow the directions.

This is just one of the services 

offered by the Tejas Storytelling 

Association.
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2014-2015 TSA  
Governing Board

Larry Thompson, President 
lthompson551@gmail.com 

Granville Ott, Treasurer 
gott_austin@yahoo.com

Marian Fleischman, Secretary 
marianf44@gmail.com

Richard Nash,  
President Emeritus 

thedigitalcoyote@gmail.com

Reagin Hults 
rfhults@hultsgroup.com   

Consuelo Samarripa 
asconsuelo@hotmail.com 

Mel Davenport 
luvandstories@aol.com

Joanie Stewart 
Joanie@storytellerjoaniestewart.com   

Reba Ott 
gott_austin@yahoo.com

Raine Teller 
rabbiraine@gmail.com

Leslie Buie 
lesliebuie@aol.com

Kim Lehman 
kim.lehman@sbcglobal.net

Mary Margaret Campbell 
marymargaret@georgeweststoryfest.

org

Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a  

non-profit organization dedicated to 
fostering the appreciation of storytelling as 

an oral tradition, a performing art,  
and an educational tool.

PHONE: 940-380-9320

President’s Column
Past President’s Report

I want to thank each of you 

for the support that you gave me 

during my year at the helm of this 

great organization.  It was with your 

support and encouragement that we 

took steps to address the specific 

issues and challenges which we 

faced and came up with some viable 

solutions. 

As an association whose members are spread out across the 

state of Texas and the nation, we needed to communicate more 

efficiently.   To address this we upgraded our antiquated computer 

and phone system, as well as implementing the use of Wild Apricot, a 

software package which, being based in the secure cloud, allowed the 

board members and committee chairs access to current membership 

information. 

Wild Apricot allowed for the centralization of membership records, 

made possible through the hard work and dedication of Consuelo 

Samarripa and Sharon Manning, who spent hours upon hours tracking 

down our membership records and updating them.  Hats off to their 

great work!  

Wild Apricot also led us to a more unified and simpler registration 

for the festival.  In that every registration went to Wild Apricot, the 

process became centralized and easier for the volunteer staff to 

manage.  This saved hours of volunteer time processing the endless 

paper trails, email and phone calls.  As with any software rollout there 

were bumps and glitches which were addressed and can only get better.   

Wild Apricot also gave us a clear picture of demographics as well as 

information which can and will be used to make the festival better.

One problem we faced in the office was the timely processing of 

mail, bills, phone calls, e-mails, and other activities which required 

a presence on the ground in Denton.  We had been driving in weekly 

from different areas of the state to do these and we had been missing 

opportunities and were running a day late and a dollar short.  After 

much discussion within the Board and the Festival Committee we 

contracted with Beverly Benbow to provide 15 hours of service 

Continued on next page
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weekly to TSA with increases in hours around the festival. She also keeps Wild Apricot current. For those who 

remember history, as we do, she has no access to funding and is supervised by the board.  We are a smoother 

running organization with her in the office.

When I took office I knew that when I left office Larry Thompson, our President Elect would be losing six 

valued board members who were cycling off the board.  They were Waynetta Ausmus Reagin Hults, Val Kimble, 

Sharon Manning, Paula Schlegel and Dru Woods.  Many thanks to them and the hours of service they provided.

I had a dream of leaving him with a strong working board of new and quick-learning members.  I assisted 

the nominating committee in recruiting a slate of candidates who brought to the table the skills, knowledge and 

foresight to assist him as he takes the helm for his year.  Welcome to Leslie Buie, Mary Margret Campbell, Kim 

Lehman, Rabba Raine Teller, Reba Ott, and Reagin Hults, who re-upped. 

I again thank you for the opportunity to serve the Tejas Storytelling Association and the people who listen.

Richard Nash

President Emeritus

President’s Column
Past President’s Report

ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings

10000 – Cash in Bank

11200 – General Fund. . . . . . . . . . .            32,825.48

11300 – HOT Grant Account . . . . . .       6,335.23

11401 – Doc Moore  
Outreach Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 1,817.77

11402 – Reserve Account . . . . . . . .         10,622.36

Total 10000 – Cash in Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              51,600.84

Total Checking/Savings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  51,600.84

Total Current Assets. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    51,600.84

TOTAL ASSETS. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  51,600.84

TSA Financial Health
During the recent membership meeting at the Festival in March, several folks raised a hand to inquire as to the 

financial status of the organization.  Good news – as of the close of the fiscal year TSA is in excellent financial health.  

Here are the numbers as of June 1st, 2015:

LIABILTIES & EQUITY
Equity

30000 – Opening Bal Equity. . . . . . .      -1,290.39

39000 – Fund Balance  
“Unrestricted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 53,195.39

39001 – Prior Year Adjustment. . . . .      1,088.39

Net Income. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   -1,392.55

Total Equity. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  51,600.84

TOTAL LIABILTIES & EQUITY. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  51,600.84
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Guild news
Houston Storytellers’ Guild

On an evening that was 

rainy and blustery the Houston 

Storytellers’ Guild held their 27th 

Annual Liars’ Contest.  Because 

of flooding at Houston Baptist 

University where this event has 

been held for the last several years, 

the location was slightly adjusted 

and a crowd of hardy souls were 

thoroughly entertained with 

outstanding whoppers by some 

of the best prevaricators in the 

land.  It was a hard, hard task for 

the four Judges to pick the winners 

but the top prize and the Travelling 

Solid Gold Trophy went to SKIP 

SKIPWORTH, a ringer from Dallas.  

Second place was taken by LARRY 

THOMPSON, another ringer, this 

time from Seguin (what’s going on 

here) and Third Place was given to 

ROBERT NAGLE, local boy made 

good.  Everyone who participated 

was a winner that’s for sure.  The 

date for next year Liars’ Contest 

(28 years and counting) is already 

set for Saturday, April 9, 2016.  

Plan to come and join in the hilarity 

or maybe you’d like to tell.

Contact Sheila Phillips to get 

your Guild Happenings into a 

future Tejas Teller!

NSN news
The National Storytelling 
Conference 

This year’s conference brings together National Storytelling 

Network (NSN) members, as well as individuals and organizations 

from the community, who are interested in the art and application 

of storytelling. Members and non-members present material 

appealing to attendees’ variety of interests and developmental 

needs.

“...Where paths that have an affinity for each 
other intersect, the whole world looks like 
home...” - Herman Hesse

 

In 2015 we will gather in America's heartland -- Kansas 

City, MO, the site of NSN's new home – for our first hometown 

conference! Where our paths cross, we find and celebrate common 

ground; we examine our options and choose the next steps of our 

journey. Pathways provide opportunities to view new horizons and 

make new discoveries, explore new perspectives and make new 

connections…and find our way home.

Check this link: http://www.storynet.org/conference/ and we’ll 

see you in Kansas City!



8 

Newsletter Facts

The Tejas Teller is published 
and distributed to TSA 
members on a bi-monthly 
basis. Submission deadline 
is: (the last day of the month 
that precedes the next print 
cycle)

General news items or 
inquiries can be sent to the 
editor.

Guild News items should 
be sent to Sheila Phillips at 
zoolady@airmail.net 

Currently the Tejas Teller 
is being distributed first 
electronically to email 
addresses stored with TSA 
membership records. If you 
would like a printed copy of 
the newsletter, please notify 
the production supervisor.

P.O.Box 2806 
Denton, TX 76202

The Tejas Teller is the bi-monthly newsletter 
published by the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Kim Lehman, editor
Raine Teller, co-editor
Karen Wollscheid, production supervisor
Sheila Phillips, Guild News editor
Mary Grace Ketner, NSN News contributor
Larry Thompson, contributor
Elizabeth Ellis, columnist


