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Texas Summer
Storytelling Conference
June 17-19, 2016
SpringHill Suites Marriott, Waco Texas
Hotel

Our keynoter and storyteller, Charles Temple,
Ph.D., is new to many, but we have been fortunate to have
him as a workshop
presenter at one
previous conference and one previous festival, and we
wanted more! He
knows that storytelling is a strategy that
works in developing language and
literacy competency,
in building community in diverse
classrooms, and in bridging cultures across the
globe. As co-founder and co-chair of the Board
of Directors of Critical Thinking International,
Inc., Charles has created literature for children
in Central Europe, the Caucasus, and West and
East Africa. He works with progressive educators worldwide to promote active learning
and critical thinking along with cooperation
and peace-building. All that and he is a happy,
guitar-playing, singing storyteller, too!
Critical Thinking International, Inc.: http://
www.criticalthinkinginternational.org/

Rates are $109.00 plus tax per night, per
room until May 17. Our group code for the
event is TST. Call 254-732-7979. Conference
Registration: Early Bird rates through May 17.
For more information go to
http://www.tejasstorytelling.com/conference/

Conference Program Book Advertising
Interested in buying an ad in the Texas
Storytelling Conference Program Booklet? Now
is your chance any time before May 17!
Many folks like to thank someone special,
promote their upcoming event, broadcast their
guild activities, or advertise their own fine work.
You can too! Here is how:
Program Ad Sizes and Rates
Full-page ads - $90 - (5” W x 8” H, vertical only)
Half-page ads - $55 - (5” W x 3 7/8” H, horizontal only)
Quarter-page - $30 - Horizontal ads (5” W x 1 7/8” H)
Quarter-page - $30 - Vertical ads (2 1/2” W x 3 7/8” H)
Prepayment is required before the ad can be
run in the program. Ads are black and white.
More info: http://www.tejasstorytelling.
com/conference/program-book.html or email
Beverly at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com or call at
940-380-9320.
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Festival Afterglow

Thank You!

Festival by the numbers:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thank you to our audience, our sponsors, the
TSA staff, the press, local and state businesses
who supported us, and our wonderful community in Denton, Texas for our 31st Annual Texas
Storytelling Festival on March 10-13, 2016!
—Tejas Storytelling Association
A huge thanks goes out to artistic director Jay
Stailey and managing director Kay Tobola for
the incredible festival this year. Also, a huge
thank you to Reagin Hults for stepping in to
help with the festival management. And of
course, our heartfelt thanks to all of the many,
many helping hands that make festival run
smoothly.

53 different storytellers
1762 attendees at concerts
11 workshop presenters
217 workshop participants
16 labyrinth walkers
5 guitar players (on stage)
1 child liar
60 consumers of Stone Soup
3 award winners
13 concert producers
15 emcees
61 kids at the Kid’s Day activities
$1606.50 raised at the Silent Auction
Untold number of volunteers!
1 very happy artistic director
—Jay Stailey, Festival Artistic Director

DTV Feature on Texas Storytelling Festival
http://bit.ly/1Udm7QX
Festival Photo Slideshow
http://bit.ly/1rdK8vQ
Jay Stailey, Kay Tobola and Reagin Hults
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A Salute to the Festival
Volunteers
A great big “tip of the hat” to each and every
one of you that volunteered your time, services
and, in some cases, your equipment to help
make our Festival a success. Perhaps you didn’t
notice, but you were the power, often behind
the scenes, that kept things moving and working smoothly. A simple “thank you” seems so
inadequate – but it carries tons of appreciation
when I say THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
And to those of you who stepped in at the last
minute, sometimes sacrificing time you had
planned to be at a concert or some other activity, to meet a new need or to fill the assignment
of a committed volunteer that could not be
there, you are special heroes.
I am tempted to list names but the risk is too
high that, tomorrow, I would recall some I left
out. Suffice it to say that you are legion.
And to all the rest of us, when you see someone at one of our events wearing a “name tag”
with no personal identity, rather one that boldly
displays “VOLUNTEER”, take a moment and say
thanks and let them know that you appreciate
their contribution.
It is a privilege to work with you and an honor
to be one among you.
Congratulations to James West, who won a
FREE adult membership for one year, and Gage
Lynn-Hart, who won a FREE youth membership
for one year. They won in the drawing for volunteering at the 2016 Festival.
—Leslie Buie, Volunteer Coordinator
and Board Member

Ted Parkhurst, Peggy Helmick-Richardson and Valerie Kimble

TSA Members Recognized
At the 31st annual Texas Storytelling Festival,
three members were recognized by their peers
for their contributions to storytelling and Tejas
Storytelling Association. On Friday evening,
March 11, Elizabeth Ellis presented the Special
Service Award to Ted Parkhurst for his support of storytelling and storytellers through his
work with the National Storytelling Network
and Parkhurst Brothers Publishing. Waynetta
Ausmus presented the Marvin Brown Volunteer
Service Award to Valerie Kimble for her service
to TSA, especially her continued efforts to secure grants for the organization. On Saturday,
March 12, Gene Helmick-Richardson presented
the John Henry Faulk Award, the most prestigious award given in the Southwest in the name
of storytelling, to Peggy Helmick-Richardson.
At the upcoming conference in June, TSA will
present the Colson-Herndon Educator’s Award
to another worthy recipient.
—Mary Margaret Campbell,
Awards Committee and Board Member

Concessions Kudos
The volunteers who worked the concessions this year did an outstanding job, always showing up with a smile on their face and ready to work. These were the volunteers, whom I heartily
thank: Cindi Robinson, Daniel Jones, Gage Lynn-Hart, David Coffman, Debbie Waddell, Theresa
Carriveau, Nancy Matthews, Pamela Daniels, Alli Howell, and Todd Dougherty. This group, along
with me, logged a total of 128.25 volunteer hours throughout the course of the weekend!
—Mary Margaret Campbell, Concessions Coordinator and Board Member
Editor’s Note: Concessions actually made a profit this year!
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Kids’ Day Storytelling Activities
It was certainly a rousing feast of family stories and fun workshops for all Saturday morning at the festival! The morning began with an
eager audience listening and participating in
the “Cooking Up Family Stories” Concert. Huge
thank you to our concert tellers Judy Alton,
Lucas Miller, Ann Marie Newman, Jiaan Powers,
Antonio Sacre, David Titus, and emcee, Mary
Ann Blue. The “Tricks and Treats Kids’ Day
Activities continued right after the concert with
our wonderful volunteers Ann Marie Coleman
and Barbara Young leading approximately 80
younger kids and their parents to the library to
have an artful blast with storytellers Ann Marie
Newman and Lucas Miller. The older kids and
their parents were led by our fabulous volunteers Vivian Rutherford and Janet Latham to
David Titus’ “String Stories and Figures” workshop in the Civic Center.
Ann Marie Newman shared that the attendance this year was phenomenal due to the
enhanced marketing efforts made throughout
Denton and the state! Ann Marie led the workshop for the younger kids with assistance from
the Singing Zoologist, Lucas Miller. Workshop
youth enjoyed a fun filled morning learning to
do two draw and tell stories, participating in an
interactive story featuring costumes inspired
from Mayan art, and singing and dancing to
earth friendly songs from super talented, Lucas
Miller!
Vivian
Rutherford
could not
believe how
time flew in
David Titus’
workshop
with the older kids and
their parents. What
a talented
storyteller

David is! Everyone was greeted with a colored
string to have fun creating string figures. Each
string is circular so using both hands, figures of
animals, stars, space ships, etc. could be made
with patience, listening skills, and total amazement! David’s soft voice drew everyone in, not
wanting to miss a beat! David told string stories
but also had the families in cooperative groups
creating string formations together through
demonstrations. One creation made using 5

strings was a basketball net! David continued to
mesmerize his audience by using sign language
in a story in which the audience had to infer
what was being said.
Both groups then met for pizza and a lively
story swap during lunch. Ben Wilson, 2015
National Youth Storytelling Torchbearer started
things off, and was followed by four of Toni
Simmons’ enthusiastic youth storytellers whose
names are David Brock, Joseph Piazza, and
Noah Robertson. The parents enjoyed the stories as much as their kids. In fact, one of the
fathers offered to tell a tale and did a pretty
good job! Kudos to everyone on such a fun,
story-filled day with enthusiastic families. We’re
all looking forward to next year’s festivities!
—Sue Kuentz, Kids’ Day Coordinator
and Board Member
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Story Swap - Folk Tales,
Ghost story, Personal
Stories and More!

Storytelling Festival Turns
Into Minton Meet-Up
Dallas kindergartner
Minton Lamm
got a few precious moments
of one-on-one
time with her
namesake and
favorite storyteller, Minton
Sparks, during
the 2016 Texas
Storytelling
Festival in
Denton on
Minton Lamm and Minton Sparks
Saturday, March
12. Lamm’s parents saw Minton Sparks perform as the opening
act for folk singer John Prine in 2007, and were
inspired to name their daughter after the strong,
Southern sensibilities that Sparks’ work evokes.
Since their meeting, the youngest Minton has
been spinning tales in a dramatic southern
drawl and treasuring a red coin purse presented
to her by Sparks. Between the encounter with
Minton Sparks and the Kids Day Activities on
Saturday morning, the Texas Storytelling
Festival laid the groundwork for an unforgettable experience for this five-year-old…as well
as for a story she’ll tell for a lifetime.
—Jennifer Lamm, Mom of Minton Lamm

We heard some wonderful stories from the 12
Story Swap tellers this year! Story swap is an opportunity for beginning tellers to experience the
interaction with a supportive, friendly audience.
Also an opportunity to gain more experience
with diverse listeners for those who are already
experienced. Debbie Waddell shared a touching tribute to her daughter, an accomplished
violinist. This year we had advanced signup and
awarded “I told MY story” buttons to those who
participated. Thanks to everyone who shared
stories that we enjoyed!
• Tony Hardman
• Daniel Jones
• Nancy Simpson
• Debbie Waddell
• Minetta Smith
• Cora Newcomb
• Chelsea Pemberton
• Claire Abraham
• Tom Yeager
• Nancy Matthews
• Leona HoegsbergPaul Sheldon
—Judy Allton, Story Swap Coordinator

Liar’s Contest Winner!
Ben Wilson took the top prize in the liar’s contest at the 2016 Texas
Storytelling Festival. A seventh grader from San Antonio, Ben is making a
habit of outlying his elders. He was named the Biggest Liar in Texas two years ago at the annual liars’
contest featured during George West Storyfest. Ben writes his own material and frequently features
family members in his tall tales.
Furthermore, he has twice represented the Lone Star State as a Torchbearer in the National
Youth Storytelling Showcase headquartered in Orem, Utah, where he has performed during the
Timpanogos Storytelling Conference and Festival. He is coached by TSA member Mary Ann Blue.
—Donna Ingham, Liars’ Contest Coordinator
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Sweet Retreat to Remember!
On Friday afternoon, Kevin Wenzel from Wisehouse Chocolates
in Hico, Texas was gracious enough to provide our WONDERFUL
sweet treat for festival. Hundreds of festival goers quickly scooped
up his homemade chocolate mousse and homemade drinking
chocolates to their delight! We plan to have Kevin return next year
for Sweet Retreat for the 32nd Festival!
The story of Wiseman House Chocolates started twenty years ago
with Kevin in love with a girl named LaDonne and not knowing
where his future would lay. Not wanting to live any longer in the
city but wanting to start a life in the countryside, Kevin poured out
his lonely heart to his father, a confectioner, who suggested Kevin
utilize his art background to make chocolates. A charming house
in Hico, near the family farm, came available where Kevin and his
Kevin Wenzel/Wisehouse Chocolates
brothers helped restore the Queen Ann Victorian during the day
http://www.wisemanhousechocolates.com
and Kevin stirred copper pots in the evenings. He daydreamed
about LaDonne wondering if she’d like this flavor or that, if she’d like the color he chose for the
house or what talents she could bring to the business if she said yes to his proposal. Utilizing locally
harvested fruit, nuts and dairy Kevin fashioned chocolates and a business, charming his customers and wooing his wife. Within three months of opening his doors, Kevin scheduled a wedding
date, and newspapers heralded the quality of his chocolates with front page coverage. Twenty years
forward, Kevin reminds his staff of chocolatiers “We win or lose in the first bite!” LaDonne chooses
ribbons for boxes and places them on the counter just so and four little ones ask if today is the day
they may work with Daddy in the chocolate shop.

Save the Date! March 9-12, 2017
Denton Thank You’s!
Thank you to
McNeil’s Appliance
for loaning us an
antique stove for
the 2016 Festival.
And, thank you to
Little Guys Movers
for transporting the
stove to our stage at
festival. Thank you
to Frenchy’s
Lawn for
spreading the
word about
festival.

Next year’s festival planning is already in the
works. Join us for the 32nd Annual Storytelling
Festival. Ear Candy: The Sweet Sound of Story.

Featured tellers: Clare Murphy, Dolores Hydock,
Don White, and Carolina Quiroga-Stultz.
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President’s Column
2015-2016 TSA
Governing Board
Larry Thompson, President
lthompson551@gmail.com
Granville Ott, Treasurer
gott_austin@yahoo.com
Marian Fleischman, Secretary
marianf44@gmail.com
Richard Nash,
President Emeritus
thedigitalcoyote@gmail.com
Reagin Hults
rfhults@hultsgroup.com
Consuelo Samarripa
asconsuelo@hotmail.com
Mel Davenport
luvandstories@aol.com
Reba Ott
gott_austin@yahoo.com
Raine Teller
rabbiraine@gmail.com
Leslie Buie
lesliebuie@aol.com
Kim Lehman
kim.lehman@sbcglobal.net
Mary Margaret Campbell
marymargaret@
georgeweststoryfest.org
Sue Kuentz
sue.kuentz@gmail.com

Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a
non-profit organization dedicated to
fostering the appreciation of storytelling
as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

First – a hearty thank you and congratulations to Jay Stailey and
Kay Tobola for organizing a wonderful Texas Storytelling Festival
for 2016! We don’t have the final numbers yet, but the rotunda
was filled to bursting in so many of the concerts. Congratulations
and thank you, as well, to all the volunteers, committee chairs,
helpers, colleagues, collaborators, and cohorts! Festival only
works when everyone pulls together and completes their tasks.
It takes a year to plan and pull off a Festival like ours – and Jay
and Kay took on the task with as much passion and enthusiasm
as could be mustered. And it was just their first year! Plans are
underway for 2017 already – if you can believe it.
It’s Spring around here and everything is popping up green
around the Lake House. My wife and I were noticing the bluebonnets in the front yard. They’re kind of sporadically blooming
– and it’s tough to mow around them – but there’s nothing more
Texas than a crop of bluebonnets in your yard. And the oak trees
are beginning to leaf out and my red truck is covered in that oak
fluff that falls like yellowish snow. But, that’s just how it works in
Spring – the mockingbirds start to sing, the hawks get more active, and the Oak pollen flies…
We had Easter plans that included friends and family coming
in for a smoked brisket, Elgin sausage, pulled pork, homemade
potato salad, pinto beans, and a few calorie-enhanced desserts.
Of course, the granddaughters, nieces, and nephews, were all on
hand for hunting eggs, and there was music. I hope you all had a
good Easter as well.
And don’t forget – Easter is the signal for the felt hats to be
cleaned and put away and the straw hats to come out – so make
sure you remind your dance partner to be in style when you get
out for the evening. And speaking of hats – remember I mentioned that 2017 Festival? If you wanna throw your hat in the ring
to help out, just let us know. We’ll be happy to put you to work.
Enjoy this good Spring and we hope to see you at the
Conference in June!
—Larry Thompson
President, Tejas Storytelling Association
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Storytelling in the News
UIL Storytelling Winners

Interweaving: A unique
merging of visual art with
narrative

Our three second graders from Venus Elementary
School in Venus recently attended the UIL contest
in Godley and brought home first, second, and third
grade medals in storytelling. Students were read a
story, then had to retell the story
in front of the judges. It was the
first contest storytelling experience for each of the tellers. I am
a second grade teacher at VES,
and it was my first time coaching UIL Storytelling. Students in
other second grade classes really
enjoyed listening to the contestants practice, especially when
hearing the story “Hairy Toe.”
—Amy Hudson, Second Grade Teacher at Venus
Elementary School in Venus, Texas

Ann Marie Newman, a Storyteller/Artist from
McKinney, TX is the Artist in Residence for JuneAugust 2016 at the Haley-Henman Gallery in Dallas,
Texas. Her instillation, Interweaving will be a conceptual work focusing on the interweaving threads
of narrative created by Earth’s people throughout
time, connecting us to each other, and bringing wisdom to those who seek it. Ann Marie will be inviting
both spoken words artists and their audiences to
be part of its creation, which will be ongoing until
closing day. Many area storytellers, poets, and musicians be sharing their narrative talents at scheduled
events throughout Interweaving’s run. Follow the
link: http://www.annmarienewman.com. Click on
Interweaving in the menu bar to learn more about it,
the location, and the developing schedule of guest
storytellers, poets and musicians. Please consider
supporting this unique merging of visual art with
narrative by attending one or more of the special
event showcases. You will enjoy it – I promise!
—Ann Marie Newman

The Texas Scottish Festival and Highland
Games own Nessie’s Nook
“Young Bards Storytelling Competition”
Saturday, May 14th at 1:00pm
Maverick Stadium
1307 West Mitchell, Arlington TX
Saturday May 14th 1:00pm
Theme: “Scotland the Brave” (Scottish heroes)
Ages 8 to 15
10 minute story limit. Judges will
make their decision based on story
choice, presentation, and connectivity with the audience.
Deadline for submission is May
14th. Send entry fee of $5, along
with name, birthdate, city, email, and phone to:
Texas Scottish Festival
PO Box 511, Clifton TX 76634
Attn: Nesse’s Nook
Some of the judges will be our own TSA Members,
Ann Marie Newman and Gwen Caldwell. http://
www.texasscottishfestival.com
—Hazel Green, Children’s Coordinator for The Texas
Scottish Festival and Highland Games

Not “Jest” An Ordinary April Fool’s
New member James Madison West and Court
Hoang spin a tale of Orpheus at
the April Fool’s Day First Friday
Celebration in Denton.
From sidewalk juggling, to
engaging storytelling & song,
to “pop in publicity” from Beth
Whipple (Mary Poppins) &
Walker Sims (Bert), to a fun
“sneak peak” from Sundown Theatre’s Jacob Monroe
Hates Clowns, to the jesting song & jokes from
Terry & Linda, to the vibrant colors of Shay “Pono”
McAnnally’s paintings, to the kick up your heels
Celtic music of County Rexford, to wine & cheesecake, to new friends made, to LIFE with the FOOLS
at A Creative Art Studio ... a night to remember and
give thanks for.
—Susan Davis, Artists Enclave
dentonenclave@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/artistsenclavedentoncounty
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Guild News
Mesquite Storytellers of Abilene

San Antonio Storytellers

The Mesquite Storytellers of Abilene held the
“Abilene’s Biggest Liar!” contest Saturday, April
16th at the Abilene Community Theatre. Donna
Ingham, award winning liar, will followed the
competition with her own brand of stretching the truth. Donna presented a FREE liars
Workshop Saturday morning.

What next, Coach?
San Antonio Storytellers are busy planning
their September 17 workshop with outstanding story coach Sheila Starks Phillips. Sheila has
agreed to play ball with us by offering a unique
workshop experience. She will team up with
several storytellers (maybe you!) to develop
their own style as others watch this modeling,
engaging everyone in the coaching process.
We’ll learn to peer coach better while improving
our own scope of self-coaching. Join us in the
beautiful Texas Hill Country just north of San
Antonio in Bulverde. Registration will open in
May, http://www.SanAntonioStorytellers.com.
SASA members are also working applying for city support to broaden their
TELLABRATION!™ event into a family festival on November 12 at the beautiful Mission
Branch Library near Mission San Jose. San
Antonio tellers will join featured storyteller
Decee Cornish to engage our River City neighbors in the joys of storytelling.

Houston Storytellers’ Guild
The Houston Storytellers’ Guild had the great
pleasure of presenting Loren Niemi in concert
at The Printing Museum, the Guild’s new venue,
on March 16th. Loren gave us a true sampler of
his work, and it was a most enjoyable evening.

little d Storytelling Guild
We have a NEW storytelling guild in Denton.
little d Storytelling Guild will meet on every
third Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. at the
Campus Theatre, corner of Cedar and Hickory
Streets (one block west of the Courthouse
Square). May’s meeting will be Thursday, May
19th. For more information, email Marian
Fleischmann at marianf44@gmail.com

NSN News

by Mary Grace Ketner, NSN Liaison for Texas
This could be a great summer for storytelling conferences! Besides our own fabulous Waco
Conference in June, the National Storytelling Conference will be held in Kansas City on July 21-24.
With the theme of “Spotlight on Story,” this may be your best opportunity to shine a light on your
craftsmanship and add sparkle to your style! Take advantage of the varied preconference sessions by
Storytelling Special Interest Groups, Master Classes with Geraldine Buckley, Leeny Del Seemonds,
Lyn Ford, or Jim May, and Fringe Performances by amazing storytellers you have heard of but, perhaps, not yet seen in action. Keynote and Workshop information will be posted soon, and registration and hotel arrangements are already there!
Still not sure if a National Conference is for you? Ask one of the Tejas members who participated
last year: Judy or Charles Allton, David Claunch, DeCee Cornish, Rosie Cutrer, Elizabeth Ellis,
Catherine Ezzell, Regina Holmes, Donna or Jerry Ingham, Mary Grace Ketner, Jaye McLaughlin,
Bernadette Nason, Reba or Granville Ott, Paul Porter, Jiaan Powers, Carolina Quiroga-Stultz, Nancy
Self, Nancy Simpson, or Fran Stallings. You’re bound to have lots of friends there, and no doubt
you’ll make a few new ones, too! http://www.storynet.org
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Storytelling News
Texas Library Association
Conference

American Indian Library
Association Names Tim
Tingle’s House of Purple
Cedar Best Young Adult
Novel of 2016

The TLA Conference is in Houston in April
and will feature Antonio Rocha doing a preconference and headlining the FREE concert.
We will also have a history stories panel with
DeCee Cornish, Donna Ingham and Bernadette
Nason. Elizabeth Ellis will do a workshop on
how to tie storytelling into the language arts,
Vivian Rutherford is doing one on taking picture
books and making told stories, and Lucas Miller
is doing one on science activities for librarians.
The dates are April 19-22. You do not have to be
a librarian to attend. You can join TLA if you like
and get member discount for the paid events
but non-members are very welcome. All of this
is sponsored by the Storytelling Round Table of
the Texas Library Association, which has many
TSA members.

The AILA has honored long
time TSA member Tim Tingle’s
House of Purple Cedar as its 2016
American Indian Youth Literature
Award for Best Novel for Young
Adults. This is the second such
award Choctaw writer and storyteller Tim Tingle has received from the AILA.
In 2006 his book Crossing Bok Chitto received
the Best Picture Book Award. In 2012 his book
Saltypie: A Choctaw Journey from Darkness to
Light was an Honor Book in the Picture Book
category. Tim will receive his award in June at
AILA’s Bi-Annual celebration at the American
Library Association’s annual meeting in
Orlando. Congratulations, Tim!

Chickasaw Nation Honors
Lynn Moroney

Remembering Emily
Waddell-Calvert

Congratulations to TSA member Lynn
Moroney, who will be inducted into the
Chickasaw Nation Hall of Fame
for 2016. Leaders determined
that Lynn has distinguished herself in her profession and craft
of Storytelling and has brought
honor to the Chickasaw Nation.
A former planetarium director,
Lynn is best known for her interpretation of
world sky lore. She has performed as “Skyteller”
in settings that range from the Smithsonian
Institution in Washington, DC, to the California
Academy of Science in San Francisco to the
Texas Storytelling Festival.

Two weeks before the festival
Emily Waddell-Calvert passed on
at age 38 years old in Dallas, TX.
She loved singing, playing violin,
and musical theater. Emily and
her family have been coming to
the Storytelling Festival for many
years often sitting in the front row to support
every teller on the stage. Peace to the family
including Emily’s mother, Deborah Waddell.
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Remembering Chris Tinsley

At a Glance
Storytelling Calendar

It is with a heavy heart that I announce the death of Chris Tinsley.
Chris was a long-time member of
the Houston Storytellers’ Guild
and involved in many, many elements of the Guild. She was also
a long time member of the Tejas
Storytelling Association. Chris was 87 years old.
She loved life, her family and friends and, as her
son told me, everything in life was a story. The
Houston Storytellers’ Guild was blessed to have
been the recipient of Chris’ many talents.
—Sheila Stark Phillips, Guild News Editor

2016
»» May 17 - Deadline for TSA Summer
Conference Early Bird Registration, Waco,
TX.
»» May 17 - Deadline for conference hotel
rates at SpringHill Suites, Waco, TX.
»» May 17 - Deadline for conference program
ads.
»» June 10-11 - Spirit of Oklahoma Storytelling
Festival, featuring Barbara McBride-Smith.
»» Territory Tellers, Guthrie, OK
»» June 17-19 - TSA Conference, Tejas
Storytelling Association, Waco, TX
»» October 14 and 15 - Lone Star Storytelling
Festival, Frisco, TX
»» November 5 - George West Storyfest,
George West, TX

Remembering Jo Sanders
It is with a heavy heart that I share the news
of our dear friend Jo Sander’s
passing. Jo touched many lives
in her years as a storyteller! She
made us all feel so very special
and her spirit will live on in all of
us she touched. The family has
not designated specific memorials. Memorials can be made to the charity or
organization of one’s choice. Jo will be buried at
Arlington National Cemetery, by her husband,
sometime in the spring of 2017. There will not
be a local service or formal obituary.
Her family would appreciate hearing from Jo’s
many friends in the storytelling community.
Frank and Diane Sanders
2601 Chadwick Rd.
Marietta, GA 30066
She made many contributions to the Texas
storytelling community, as well as Georgia
and other places she lived. She was a Lifetime
Member of Tejas Storytelling Association, and a
member of the Southern Order of Storytellers,
the Roswell, Georgia Cluster Group, and the
National Storytelling Network.
Remembering Jo,
—Lisa Eister

2017
»» March 9-12 - Texas Storytelling Festival,
Denton, TX - Featured tellers: Clare
Murphy, Dolores Hydock, Don White,
Carolina Quiroga-Stultz

Support Tejas
Storytelling Association!
Support TSA’s mission to foster and share
an appreciation of storytelling as a nonprofit organization. You can continue to
support Tejas Storytelling ALL YEAR when
shopping online via http://smile.amazon.
com (Save the link in your browser!)
Amazon donates .5 percent of all purchases to your designated non-profit
organization.
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TEJAS STORYTELLING ASSOCIATION
Our mission is to foster an appreciation of storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art, and
an educational tool. Our members are a vital part is making this mission succeed. We need you!

MEMBERSHIP

DONATIONS

If you are not a member, come and join our storytelling family and friends in our region. We can spread the
tradition and the power of storytelling. All are welcome;
every member is important, whether story listener, storyteller, or story lover.
Even you took some time off or been a member in the
past, we would love have you back!

We need your support in our mission of storytelling. Please send your
tax deductible donation in support
of storytelling and our mission in
this region. Thank you!
»» CHECK: Mail your donation check
to TSA, P.O. Box 2806, Denton, TX
76202.
»» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.
org/Donations

Membership Categories:
(Yearly)
Individual: ..............................$35
Family:
.................................$60
Organization: ............................$75
Youth (age 18 and younger):.....$10
»» CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application found
on our website and mail with your check or credit card
information to TSA, P.O. Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202.
»» PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940-380-9320.
Beverly will return your call, answer your questions,
and record your credit card information for billing.
»» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Membership

P.O. Box 2806
Denton, TX 76202

The Tejas Teller is the bi-monthly newsletter published by the Tejas Storytelling
Association.
Kim Lehman, editor
Raine Teller, co-editor
Beverly Benbow, co-editor and contributor
Karen Wollscheid, production
Sheila Starks Phillips, Guild News editor
Mary Grace Ketner, NSN News contributor
Larry Thompson, contributor
Elizabeth Ellis, columnist
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Tejas Teller submission deadline is the last
Friday of the month that precedes the next
print cycle: January, April, July, October.
General news items or inquiries can be sent to
the editor.
Guild News items should be sent to Sheila
Phillips at zoolady@airmail.net
Currently the Tejas Teller is being distributed
first electronically to email addresses stored
with TSA membership records. If you would
like a printed copy of the newsletter, please
notify Beverly at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com

