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The 32nd Annual Texas Storytelling Festival 
“Ear Candy: The Sweet Sound of Story” will 
entertain and inspire. Treat yourself to stories 
from these rich 
storytellers:  Clare 
Murphy, Don White, 
Dolores Hydock, and 
Carolina Quiroga-Stultz. 
See you in Denton, Texas 
at the Civic Center on 
March 9-12, 2017.

Claire Murphy
Since 2006, Clare 

Murphy has told stories 
around the world. Being 
a raconteur, performer 
and creator, she has 
told stories on all kinds 
of stages including The 
Globe, The National, The 
Barbican and the SoHo 
Theatres in London and 
many marvelous stages and theatres worldwide. 
Clare also performs at festivals, art centers, 
universities, public and private events, conferences 
and schools. Clare is also a writer, a consultant, 
and a teacher of storytelling. She has collaborated 
with many wonderful institutions including 

Meet Our Festival Featured Tellers
The Royal Shakespeare Company, Central 
Saint Martin’s University, National Museums of 
Ireland, and the Conference on World Affairs 

in Boulder, Colorado. 
Clare creates bespoke 
solo performances, 
cabaret (ala carte) 
storytelling events, 
and commissioned 
pieces. Clare also 
offers training for 
corporations and 
charities that look 
to improve their 
storytelling and 
communication skills. 
In the fall of 2016, 
Clare was featured 
at the National 
Storytelling Festival 
in Jonesborough, 
Tennessee and spent a 
week in Jonesborough 
as the Storyteller in 

residence. In March of 2017, the Texas Storytelling 
Festival is excited to present this international 
storytelling phenom.

Website: claremurphy.org 
Video: www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyjrK_rmSPQ
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Don White
There is no one-word description 

for what Don White does. He has 
survived and thrived for twenty-
five years, bringing his audiences 
to laughter and tears in his live 
performances, studio recordings, 
and on the printed page. He is 
a storyteller-comedian-author-
troubadour-folk singer-songwriter. 
He is a walking challenge to the phrase “file 
under.” It is best to just sort him under “Don 
White.” Unquestionably, White is an odd fit in any 
medium. The folk world does not know what to 
do with a guy this funny and sometimes sarcastic. 
The comedy world is suspicious of sentimentality. 
The one place that no one questions what he does 
is onstage, where he can reach any audience. In 
the fall of 2015, Don thrilled the crowds at the 
National Storytelling Festival in Jonesborough, 
Tennessee successfully crossing over his roots in 
folk music to the storytelling stage. White has 
stayed involved in his community, creating outlets 
for creative expression like the Speak Up! Spoken 
Word Open Mic and Don White’s Sunday Night 
Open Mic at the Walnut Street Café in Lynn, 
Massachusetts. 

Website: www.donwhite.net 
Video: www.youtube.com/watch?v=5b77nueulTc

Dolores Hydock
Dolores Hydock is an actress and story 

performer, whose work has been featured at a 
variety of concerts, festivals, and special events 
throughout the U.S. Her hometown of Reading, 
Pennsylvania is where she won her first blue ribbon 
in storytelling in a local contest at the age of 5 – 
the real gold letters on the blue ribbon convinced 
her that there was obviously a fortune to be made 
in the performing arts. She continues to hope. As 
a storyteller, she has been a featured teller at the 
National Storytelling Festival in Jonesborough, 

Tennessee, and at other story concerts, 
festivals, and special events throughout 
the U.S.  Dolores’ vivacious style fills 
the stage with what one reviewer called 
“a swirl of characters and a cascade of 
lovely language.” Her funny, affectionate 
stories about family fireworks, food 
fads, true love, turnip greens, and other 
peculiarities of everyday life are full of 
wit and energy, and her award-winning 
adaptations of oral histories, medieval 

adventures, and traditional tales make the magic 
of other lives and other times come alive. 

Website and Video: storypower.org

Carolina Quiroga-Stultz
Carolina Quiroga-Stultz earned a Master’s 

Degree in Storytelling at East Tennessee State 
University. Since landing in San Antonio in 2014, 
she has sought out and organized storytelling 
programs for small companies of San Antonio 
Storytelling Association Storytellers at St. PJ’s, 
the San Antonio Children’s Hospital, and at the 
Scobee Planetarium’s Lunar Extravaganza. She has 
collaborated with SAY Sí to create a production 
for the Muertitos Fest 2016 and developed story 
programs with UNAM (Universidad Nacional de 
Mexico), the Instituto Cultural de Mexico, and 
San Antonio College. She built a relationship 
with the Rainbow Turkish House and facilitated 
bringing SASA’s annual Tellabration!™ to that 
site. Her repertoire embraces the myths, legends 
and mysteries of Central and South America from 
Guatemala to La Patagonia. She has graced the 
stage at the Texas Storytelling Festival in Denton 
and the National Storytelling Conference in 
Kansas City, Missouri. In 2015, she toured Costa 
Rica with her shows in Spanish and English, 
Carolina recently received the National Storytelling 
Network’s “J. J. Reneaux Emerging Artist” Award.

Website: www.carolinastoryteller.com 
Video: www.youtube.com/watch?v=qJtbu_HuZTM
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Calling all Truth Stretchers, 
Fabricators, and Fibbers... 
and Prevaricators!

Do you have a whopper to share?

Come be a part of this year’s Texas 
Storytelling Festival Liars Contest.

The first eight people to email contest 
producer, Donna Ingham, at tell.write@gmail.
com with their name, email, phone and show 
of interest will be the participants. Deadline for 
entries is December 1, 2016.

 More about the event:
The Texas Liars Contest will be held 

Saturday, March 11, 2017, during the Texas 
Storytelling Festival in Denton, Texas.

Join us as some of the most ambitious liars in 
the state gather for a verbal slap down. 
This is an amateur competition. 
Members of the State Legislature are barred from 
entering.

• Eight to ten minute time limit.
• Family friendly material.
• Points for originality and presentation.

 Questions? Contact Donna Ingham, contest 
producer, at tell.write@gmail.com

An Invitation to Be an Active 
Part of Texas Storytelling 
Festival 2017

The Texas Storytelling Festival relies on 

the time and efforts of volunteers, behind the 

scenes as well as out front, and on stage. You 

are invited to be a part of this vital volunteer 

force that is needed for a successful 32nd 

annual Texas Storytelling Festival. There are 

many ways your talents are needed to lend a 

hand, share the load, and help make it all go 

smoothly as you add to your enjoyment with 

new friends and fun memories. Volunteers are 

needed for concessions, silent auction, story 

store, registration, hospitality, and set-up and 

breakdown of facilities. Experienced guidance and 

direction will be provided. Whether two hours or 

twenty, first day, last day or anywhere in between, 

you can contribute to the success of your festival. 

Join the team! Select your area(s) of interest and 

let Leslie Buie, Volunteer Director, know that you 

want to be a volunteer in 2017. Please contact him 

at lesliebuie@aol.com.

Be a Part of TSA Every Day on Social Media
Do you love being on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram? Do you enjoy connecting with people 

and telling them about storytelling? Use your skills and knowledge! Come and join TSA on social 

media! Help us to grow in this ever changing world of technology and reach more people for 

storytelling!  We are looking for volunteers for Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. We need you!!  If 

you are interested, please contact us at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
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Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, is 
behind us.  We wait, in awe (the 10 days of awe 
to be exact) for Yom Kippur, the holiest day of 
the year to come this Tuesday night. What does 
storytelling have to do with this? What do I mean 
that storytelling for the holidays allows one to go 
home again?

All of Talmud, the Jewish Torah, is story.  It 
starts in the beginning...and continues from 
there.  And as one story follows another, one 
sees the history, the good, the bad and the ugly 
of a people living for over five thousand years...
this year is 5777.  And Jews are not the only ones 
whose story is told in story.  That is the entire 
reality of the New Testament, the Koran, the 
Bhagavad Gita. It is all story.

My family home does not exist anymore.  I 
know because I have gone to the site...just above 
the Five Corners in Jersey City, New Jersey...just 
near Journal Square.  Why yes, the fire station 
across the street is still there and Journal Square 
is still there but my home, the home where I was 
brought to after my birth is no longer there.  It 
was torn down to make way for a more modern 
building. Truth be told, it probably would have 
fallen down if it were not torn down to make way 
for progress. So where is my family home now...
why within my stories and those of the rest of my 
family?  There it will reside forever, or until there 
is no one left to tell the story. And therein lies the 
reason for the telling of the stories.  Holidays are 
a great time to gather and tell stories but any day/
time will do.

So let me share one with you as an example.  I 
know you also have many.  Let’s cherish them, 
celebrate them...let’s go home again.

Storytelling for the Holidays – 
You Can Go Home Again

Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New Year and 
one way we celebrate it is to dip apples in honey 
to pray for a sweet year to come.  We would 
gather around my mother’s dinner table, heavily 
laden with such good food.  Chicken soup with 
matzo balls, chopped liver, challah bread, gefilte 
fish, brisket with heavenly brown potatoes and a 
honey cake for dessert.  And there on the table 
would be a plate of apple slices and a bowl of 
honey.  The plate would be passed.  Everyone 
would partake.  And then my father, known as 
Davey to all (yes, my grandson is named Davey 
after my father!) would take the honey pot and 
call my mother, Josephine, Josey to him, to his 
side.  He would schmear a bit of honey on her 
hand and then enjoy licking it off.  He would look 
up at her and she would look down on him...the 
smiles, the love, the unspoken passing between 
them was glorious...even though they sometimes 
fought like a cat and a dog.  On that day, at that 
moment, we all could see and enjoy and bless the 
love that was between them.  And then my father 
would pronounce that it was going to be a sweet 
year.  

They are both on the other side now.  How I 
wish I could have been with them, at home, this 
past Rosh Hashanah.  But I have the story to 
pass on to the next generation.  And yes, I can go 
home again.  And so can you, with love and with 
sweetness.

With many blessings and very great love for all 
of us,

Rebba Raine Teller 
Vice-President
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By Reagin Hults

On Thursday, September 22, many of you 
woke up early and went to your computers to 
support TSA during this annual special donation 
opportunity.  From 6 a.m. to midnight, the 
contributions poured in and when the dust 
settled, our association had received $1400!  
Thank you!  Our final total will be slightly higher, 
thanks to the split of additional funds that 
Communities Foundation of Texas will contribute.

For three years, we have taken part in the Denton 
event on the Courthouse Square.  This year, 
TSA members were joined by students from 
UNT representing their service fraternity. These 
volunteers were invaluable!  Not only did they 
unload our booth equipment and set it all up, 
but they also kept our enthusiasm high during the 
entire five hour event.  The APO service fraternity 
provided volunteers throughout the 2015 Texas 
Storytelling Festival, and we appreciated their 
willingness to help again.  During our time on the 
Square, we were able to talk with many passersby, 
tell stories to several groups, and hand out dozens 
of bottles of cold water, complete with Festival 
bookmarks and Association information!

Thanks go out to many who helped make this 
North Texas Day of Giving a great success:

Our 15 donors who gifted TSA with $1400;

• Janet Latham, who has done such great 
groundwork in the past that getting ready 
for this year was easy;

• Betsy Mosier, who represented TSA at 
organizational meetings in Denton;

• Janet and Betsy who came early and stayed 
late on Sept. 22 in Denton;

• Our 4 APO volunteers; 
• Kim Lehman and Bev Benbow for getting 

the publicity out to our TSA members and 
friends; and

• Bev Benbow in the TSA office for pulling 
things out of storage for use in the booth 
(and for putting them away!) and for all of 
the additional support that she provided as 
we prepared for and survived the day.

Stay tuned to find out how we’re going to 
allocate this abundance!

Editor’s Note: Thank you to Reagin Hults for 
helping with the flyers, meeting and greeting at 
the booth, and providing her driving energy to 
keep things moving forward.

North Texas Day of Giving 2016

Janet Latham and members of the  
L’il D Storytelling Guild share stories.

Betsy Mosier delights the younger  
crowd with her bee story.
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It’s time to recognize our exceptional TSA members by nominating them for one of the following 
awards. The deadline is December 1. Go to www.tejasstorytelling.com/awards.html for the nomination 
form and information. Also, you can email the office at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com or call at 940-380-
9320 to be emailed or mailed a form. 

Brief Description of Awards:

John Henry Faulk Award
This award is presented to someone whose devotion to storytelling over a significant period of time 

has made a major impact upon the advancement of the profession within the state.
It is the most prestigious award given in the Southwest in the name of storytelling and is given in 

honor of John Henry Faulk, a master storyteller and major defender of the First Amendment.

Marvin Brown Volunteer Service award
This award recognizes an individual or group whose contributions of time and talents to TSA have 

enhanced the reputation of TSA in the greater Denton area and beyond.
This award is in honor of Marvin Brown for his work in the TSA office, at the annual festival, and 

with youth tellers.

Finley Stewart Trailblazing award
This award may be presented to an individual, group, or business that pioneered and created an 

outstanding organization, festival or business that promotes storytelling and utilizes the membership of 
the Tejas Storytelling Association.

This award honors Finley Stewart, the man who founded both the Festival and the organization 
through his trail blazing spirit.

Colson-Herndon Educator’s Award
This award honors an educator, who has given of his/her time and talent to mentor an individual or 

group in storytelling or has been instrumental in promoting storytelling in their field.
This award is given in honor of Ted Colson and Rosanna Herndon who promoted the integration of 

storytelling in their respective fields.  

Special Services Award
This award is given occasionally to recognize the above-and-beyond kind of service to TSA and the 

storytelling community within the state and nation.
The services of this person have made a notable impact upon the profession of storytelling as well as 

the visibility and contributions of the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Tejas Storytelling Association  
Award Nominations
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2016-2017 TSA  
Governing Board

Larry Thompson, President, 
lthompson551@gmail.com 

Rebba Raine Teller, Vice President 
rabbiraine@gmail.com 

Granville Ott, Treasurer 
gott_austin@yahoo.com 

Sue Kuentz, Secretary 
sue.kuentz@gmail.com

Leslie Buie, Volunteer Coordinator 
lesliebuie@aol.com 

Mary Margaret Campbell, 
Nominating and Awards 

Committees 
marymargaret@

georgeweststoryfest.org

Mel Davenport, Member at Large 
luvandstories@aol.com

Kim Lehman, Public Relations and 
Marketing 

kim.lehman@sbcglobal.net 

Reba Ott 
gott_austin@yahoo.com  

Kay Tobola, Festival Managing 
Director 

tejasstories2tell@gmail.com

James West, Member at Large 
james@commoncompany.org

Mission Statement:

Tejas Storytelling Association is a  
non-profit organization dedicated 

to fostering the appreciation of 
storytelling as an oral tradition, a 

performing art,  
and an educational tool.

PHONE: 940-380-9320

Welcome New TSA  
Board Members
James West

James Madison West is a social artist 
who uses storytelling and music to explore 
our culture’s emerging identity. He produces 
Common Company, a performance arts group 
in Dallas for which his official title is “Fostering 
Community.” He also is pursuing a Master’s of 
Science Degree in Counseling at University of North Texas. Although 
he was born old, James remains one of the youngest members of 
TSA, for whom he is pleased to promote storytelling as a “young” 
art form with a rich tradition. 

Sue Kuentz 
Having been an educator for 32 years 

in an elementary school and conducting 
several workshops integrating the TEKS and 
storytelling into writing, reading, and theater 
arts, Sue Kuentz excites youth audiences 
with her folktales/fairytales from around the 
world. Not only does she continues her youth storytelling club in 
the schools empowering each child involved, but she has been the 
organizer for the Texas Storytelling Youth Challenge each year. Sue 
has been honored with H-E-B’s Lifetime Excellence in Teaching, 
NEISD’s teacher of the year, and a featured Texas Teller at the Tejas 
Storytelling Festival as well as emceeing and storytelling on their 
various stages.

Kay Tobola 
Kay’s awareness of the power of story has 

evolved during a 26 year career as a classroom 
teacher overlapped with an 18 year career with 
the Astromaterials Research and Exploration 
Science (ARES) Division at NASA Johnson Space 
Center. She recognizes that story is a tool that 
illuminates how people, ideas, and things are connected, and that 
storytelling can affect change. A NASA Mars Public Engagement 
team project with the International Storytelling Center introduced 
Kay to performance storytelling and festivals. She sees them as 
the “gateway drug” to using story to evoke changes in people, 
communities, and institutions. Kay sees the Texas Storytelling 
Festival as an essential way to get more Texans connected to story.
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Pop Up Performances– 
Growing our Footprint 
By Reagin Hults

TSA has had a footprint in Denton for more than 30 
years.  Our history includes many hours in classrooms 
and on the Courthouse lawn.  Our tellers have spun 
yarns for hundreds of kids attending summer camp and 
our beloved Mrs. Claus has warmed the hearts of many 
families.  And of course, we have produced more than 30 
Texas Storytelling Festivals, raising whole generations of 
storytellers and story-lovers in the process.

Our newest undertaking is a series of Pop-Up 
Performances specifically designed to draw the under-40 
age group (after all, Denton is home to two major 
universities!). Tejas Storytelling Association proudly 
presented the performance artists of Common Company 
and Bonehouse on Saturday evening, September 3.  We 

took the stage at Tom’s Daiquiris for a couple of hours 
of stories, poetry and original songs – a diverse mix of 
performance art presented by a group of dedicated young 
artists…and one old lady (me).  It was so much fun!  

I appreciate the support of the TSA Board as we 
plan similar performances in the future.  We anticipate 
mounting a production once a quarter!  All of the 
information will be on the TSA website, so stay tuned.

James West takes the stage.

Doc Moore 
Educational 
Outreach Fund 
Program

The Doc Moore Educational 
Outreach Fund is available to Affiliate 
Guilds in good standing and can help 
bring an exceptional storyteller to your 
guild for storytelling workshops. The 
Fund is used to offset travel expenses 
for storyteller. TSA maintains a list of 
exceptional and available performers 
and will assist the guild in selecting the 
perfect teller. 

These workshops are a three-way 
mutual support agreement between 
TSA, a local guild, and a independent 
storyteller/workshop facilitator. The 
workshop must be free and open to 
the public. It is now available on our 
TSA website on our guilds page. www.
tejasstorytelling.com/guilds.html 

TSA Friends
Valerie Kimble, TSA Grants Director, 

had a chance to meet David K. Pierce at 
a Denton Benefit League Workshop in 
Denton. David is the Managing Director 
of MTD: Music Theatre of Denton, 
producing top quality musical theatre 
productions. He worked for TSA for 
many years, 
and we are 
very grateful 
for his past 
work and 
dedication to 
TSA. 
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Remembering Nelson Scott “Scooter” Ollis
Nelson Scott Ollis was named for his father and the astronaut Scott Carpenter. 

Throughout his life he was known as Scooter.

Scooter was born under the Mystic River Bridge at the Chelsea Naval Hospital in 
Boston, Massachusetts, on May 1, 1964. Baptized at the Valley Forge Christian Church 
in Tennessee, he later attended the Unity Way Church in Dallas.

Scooter was recently preceded in death by his former wife Martha Landrey Ollis.  He 
is survived by their daughter Ruby Lynn Ollis of Irving, his mother Elizabeth Ellis of 
Dallas, father Nelson Kay Ollis of Vero Beach, Florida, sister Robin Ollis Hahn and her husband 
Jefferson Hahn of Dallas, nephew Christopher Watkins of Houston, and many close friends.

At the time of his death Scooter was employed by Builders Display and Art in Houston. Over the 
years he worked in various aspects of the computer industry. He had a life-long passion for guitars, 
both playing and making them. He truly enjoyed heavy guitar music with Eddie Van Halen, Joe Satriani, 
Carlos Santana and Stevie Ray Vaughn among his favorite artists.

Scooter was an excellent cook and had the ability to taste a dish and identify the seasonings used to 
create it. He was also an avid bird watcher. For years he was the youngest member of the Sierra Club in 
the country.  A voracious reader, especially of science fiction and fantasy, Scooter was a fan of writers 
such as Robert Heinlein, L. Ron Hubbard and Orson Scott Card.

TSA is taking donations to help Elizabeth Ellis with her son, Scooter’s funeral and estate expenses. 
Please send cards and donations for Elizabeth Ellis to the TSA office at Tejas Storytelling Association 
P.O. Box 2806 Denton, Texas 76202 in care of her.

Guild News
L’il D Storytelling Guild 

A new Guild is being started in Denton and is 
called L’il D Storytelling Guild. They are still in the 
process of finding a regular meeting place that is 
easy for everyone to get to. Big plans are in the 
works to get stabilized and getting those who 
attend comfortable with performing, critiquing, 
etc. Keep an eye out for these guys. 

Dallas Storytelling Guild 
Fall always proves to be the busiest time of 

year for the Dallas Storytelling Guild. The season 
started with a bang by the group hosting Loren 
Niemi and Elizabeth Ellis’s Telling the Difficult 

Story workshop at Dallas Heritage Village. Guild 
members attended at half-price. 

Next up was the group’s 13th Annual Ghost 
Tales at the Bath House. Each evening featured 
six storytellers, with participating members being 
Michael Brundy, Leslie Buie, Mary Ann Clarke, 
David Claunch, Tim Couch, Elizabeth Ellis, Peggy 
Helmick-Richardson, Shayne Larango, Steve 
McCluer, Richard Nash and Jiaan Powers. 

After a brief hiatus, the Dallas Storytelling 
Guild is again hosting a Tellabration! This year’s 
event is 7-9 pm., Saturday November 19th, in 
the Community Room at the Flagship Half-
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Price Bookstore and is free. It is at 5803 East 
Northwest Hwy in Dallas. Tellers for this evening 
of family stories are Eric Barnes, Michael Brundy, 
David Claunch, Elizabeth Ellis, Twice Upon a Time 
Storytellers, Peggy and Gene Helmick-Richardson 
and Shiny Wu. 

The Guild is also participating again at the 
annual Candlelight, hosted by Dallas Heritage 
Village. Our storytellers will be at the historic 
Church at 4-5 p.m. Saturday, December 10th 
(David Claunch, Richard Nash and Shiny Wu) and 
at 4:30-5:30 p.m. Sunday, December 11th (Tim 
Couch, Elizabeth Ellis and Shayne Larango). 

Storytellers of the High Plains 
They will be performing again at the 

Panhandle Plains Historical Museum’s Christmas 
Open House in December. 

Carol Glover was one of the featured tellers at 
the 28th Annual Cowboy Symposium in Lubbock 
September 9-11. 

Eldrena Douma will be the featured teller for 
the 2017 WTAMU Storytelling Festival in May of 
2017. 

The Houston Storytellers’ Guild 
Get your scare up for Halloween! The Houston 

Storytellers’ Guild will again share scary stories 
on Saturday, October 29th, at Marmion Park, 
located on Heights Blvd. at 18th Street. This 
annual FREE event is cosponsored by the Houston 
Guild and the Houston Heights Association and 
will begin at 7:30 p.m. Bring a blanket or chairs, 
snacks & bug spray…rain or shine. 

The Houston Guild is very excited to announce 
that we have found a new permanent place for 
our monthly meetings after having lost two 
previous meeting places…first to a flood and then 
to a fire…sounds almost Biblical. We are now 
meeting the 4th Tuesday of each month at the 
Haven Center at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

Tellabration! will again be held at the Black 
Lab on Montrose. The event is free but those 
attending are responsible for their own food and 
drink. Call Scott Bumgardner for reservations as 
space is limited. 713-816-3795

Contact Sheila Phillips to get your  
Guild Happenings into a future Tejas Teller!
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Calendar at a Glance
Festival at a Glance

December 1
Award Nominations Deadline
Liar’s Contest Deadline

Storytelling Calendar 

November 19 – Houston, TX
TELLABRATION!™
6:00 – 9:00 pm 
4100 Montrose Blvd. - The Black Labrador Pub
Admission is free. 
The Houston Storytellers Guild will hold their 
2016, annual TELLABRATION! on Saturday, 
November 19th, 6-9pm at The Black Labrador 
Pub, 4100 Montrose Blvd. The event is FREE 
AND FUN. Buy your own meal and beverages, 
while enjoying a variety of great storytellers. 
Space is limited, so reserve a spot by calling: Scott 
Bumgardner @ 713-816-3795 or email 
bumscott@flash.net
www.HoustonStorytellers.org

January 20-22, 2017 – Topeka, KS
The 2017 River and Prairie Storyweavers 
Chicken Festival 
It will return to the Ramada Topeka West, Topeka 
Room, 605 SW Fairlawn Road, Topeka, KS 66606. 
Call 785-272-8040 before December 23, 2016 to 
get the “Chicken Festival” room discount of $79 
a night with up to 4 people to a room. Chicken 
Festival Registration is $25 for RAPS members 
before January 1, 2017. After January 1, 2017 
registration is $35.00 for RAPS members. You can 
pay your registration on site but RAPS needs a 
headcount for food and activities. Are you coming 
to the RAPS Chicken Festival? 1 -- make your hotel 
reservation; 2 -- email lindakkuntz@yahoo.com 
for our head count; 3 -- bring something for the 
auction; 4 -- post on your social media that you 
are attending; 5 -- bring your stories and music to 
share!!

March 9-12 2017 – Denton, TX north of Fort 
Worth
Texas Storytelling Festival
Featured tellers: Clare Murphy, Dolores Hydock, 
Don White, Carolina Quiroga-Stultz
www.tejasstorytelling.com/festival

June 29-July 2, 2017 - Kansas City, MO
National Storytelling Conference
www.storynet.org/conference/index.html

Ongoing Storytelling Events - Austin
Living Room 
First Saturday of the month at 7:30 pm
Scottish Rite Theater
www.facebook.com/
The-Living-Room-107681119259738/

Free Advertising for Your 
Storytelling Event
Submit your event on our webpage for all to see! 
Did you know that you could list your Affiliate 
Guild events on the Tejas Storytelling Association’s 
website yourself? Simply go www.tejasstorytelling.
com and click on the Event Calendar. On the top 
right hand side of the page, click Submit an event 
and follow the directions. If you submit early 
enough, it will go into our next newsletter.  This 
is just one of the services offered by the Tejas 
Storytelling Association.  
www.tejasstorytelling.com/calendar.html

Support Tejas Storytelling 
Association! 
Support TSA’s mission to foster and share an 
appreciation of storytelling as a non-profit 
organization. You can continue to support Tejas 
Storytelling ALL YEAR when shopping online via 
http://smile.amazon.com (Save the link in 
your browser!) Amazon donates .5 percent of 
all purchases to your designated non-profit 
organization.



12 

The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter 
published by the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Kim Lehman, editor

Raine Teller, co-editor

Beverly Benbow, co-editor and contributor

Karen Wollscheid, production

Sheila Phillips, Guild News editor

Mary Grace Ketner, NSN News contributor

Larry Thompson, contributor

Elizabeth Ellis, columnist

Tejas Teller submission deadline is the last 
Friday of the month that precedes the next 
print cycle: January, April, July, October.

General news items or inquiries can be sent to 
the editor.

Guild News items should be sent to Sheila 
Phillips at zoolady@airmail.net 

Currently the Tejas Teller is being distributed 
electronically to email addresses stored with 
TSA records. If you would like a printed copy 
of the newsletter, please notify Beverly at tsa@
tejasstorytelling.com

P.O.Box 2806 
Denton, TX 76202
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The Tejas Teller is the bi-monthly news-
letter published by the Tejas Storytelling 
Association.
Kim Lehman, editor
Raine Teller, co-editor
Beverly Benbow, co-editor and contributor
Karen Wollscheid, production
Sheila Starks Phillips, Guild News editor
Mary Grace Ketner, NSN News contributor
Larry Thompson, contributor
Elizabeth Ellis, columnist

Tejas Teller submission deadline is the last 
Friday of the month that precedes the next 
print cycle: January, April, July, October.
General news items or inquiries can be sent to 
the editor.
Guild News items should be sent to Sheila 
Phillips at zoolady@airmail.net 
Currently the Tejas Teller is being distributed 
first electronically to email addresses stored 
with TSA membership records. If you would 
like a printed copy of the newsletter, please 
notify Beverly at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com

P.O. Box 2806 
Denton, TX 76202

TEJAS STORYTELLING ASSOCIATION 
Our mission is to foster an appreciation of storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art, and 

an educational tool. Our members are a vital part is making this mission succeed. We need you!

DONATIONS
We need your support in our mis-

sion of storytelling. Please send your 
tax deductible donation in support 
of storytelling and our mission in 
this region. Thank you! 

 » CHECK: Mail your donation check 
to TSA, P.O. Box 2806, Denton, TX 
76202.

 » ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.
org/Donations

MEMBERSHIP 
If you are not a member, come and join our storytell-

ing family and friends in our region. We  can spread the 
tradition and the power of storytelling. All are welcome; 
every member is important, whether story listener, story-
teller, or story lover.  

Even you took some time off or been a member in the 
past, we would love have you back! 

Membership Categories:        (Yearly)
Individual:      .............................$35
Family:         ................................$60
Organization:   ...........................$75
Youth (age 18 and younger): ....$10

 » CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application found 
on our website and mail with your check or credit card 
information to TSA, P.O. Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202.

 » PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940-380-9320. 
Beverly will return your call, answer your questions, 
and record your credit card information for billing.

 » ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Membership


