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Yvonne Healy didn’t 
kiss the Blarney Stone; she 
swallowed it. This award-
winning raconteur was 
born across the Atlantic, 
and she grew up with Irish 
stories and language on an 
American Main Street. A 
teller of rollicking kids’ tales, 
weird Celtic legends, outrageous family lore, and 
thought-provoking adult fare: whether it’s blarney 
or beyond, this American and Irish storyteller 
opens windows to life, as real and touching (and 
funny) as it gets. 

Website: www.yhealy.com 
Video: www.youtube.com/watch?v=AH012wtPQRQ

Dolores Hydock is an 
actress and story performer, 
whose work has been 
featured at a variety of 
concerts, festivals, and 
special events throughout 
the U.S. Dolores’ vivacious 
style fills the stage with what 
one reviewer called “a swirl 
of characters and a cascade 
of lovely language.” 

Website and Video: storypower.org

News about Our Featured Tellers

Don White is a 
storyteller, comedian, 
author, troubadour, folk 
singer, and songwriter. In 
the fall of 2015, Don thrilled 
the crowds at the National 
Storytelling Festival in 
Jonesborough, Tennessee 
successfully crossing over his 
roots in folk music to the storytelling stage.

Website: www.donwhite.net 
Video: www.youtube.com/watch?v=5b77nueulTc

Carolina Quiroga-
Stultz’s repertoire embraces 
the myths, legends and 
mysteries of Central and 
South America from 
Guatemala to La Patagonia. 
Carolina recently received 
the National Storytelling 
Network’s “J. J. Reneaux 
Emerging Artist” Award.

Website: www.carolinastoryteller.com 
Video: www.youtube.com/watch?v=qJtbu_HuZTM

We have good news and bad news about our featured teller line up. It is unfortunate for us that 
Irish storyteller, Clare Murphy, will not be able to attend the Texas Storytelling Festival in March due 
to a medical condition that limits, for a time, her ability to travel. We are very fortunate to announce 
that Irish American storyteller, Yvonne Healy, will be joining Dolores Hydock, Don White, and Carolina 
Quiroga-Stultz on stage at the upcoming 32nd Texas Storytelling Festival, March 9-12.

Besides appearing on the main stage with our other featured storytellers, Yvonne will also present a 
Saturday morning workshop,  Depth Sounding: Taking Stories to a Deeper Truth.
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Someone Else’s Story: Trauma Informed 
Storytelling 

presented by Philip Drexler
“A definition not found in the 

dictionary - Not leaving: an act of 
trust and love, often deciphered by 
children.” - From The Book Thief by 
Markus Zusak. Vicariously experiencing 

someone else’s story is one of the best ways for 
child and adult survivors of trauma to talk about 
and process their own experiences. Our time 
together will explore how to help them to do so. 

Philip Drexler, TRS/TXC is a recreation therapist and 
therapeutic storyteller. He has worked with both abuse 
survivors and abusers, who are often one and the same 
person. He is a member of the Healing Story Alliance. 
Contact Philip at philip.drexler@gmail.com

Developing Personal Narratives through the 
Elements 
presented by Brooke Pilifant

From backyard story nights to 
corporate sales, the connection 
with personal stories is gaining in 
importance.  This workshop explores 

our own personal narratives using the five 
elements of earth, fire, air, water, and spirit.  From 
these stories, we can learn how to connect with 
ourselves on a deeper level, connect with others 
around us, and spur social change as we help our 
society progress.  Come ready to dig in, actively 
listen, and engage with everyone in the room!

Brooke Pillifant was propelled out of teaching into 
storytelling by several harrowing roadside adventures.  She 
has written and performed her own personal tales from 
San Diego to New York City.  Currently, Brooke founded 
a nonprofit, Down South Word of Mouth, dedicated to 
merging social justice with storytelling.   
Contact Brooke at brookepillifant@gmail.com

Depth Sounding: Taking Stories to a Deeper 
Truth

presented by Yvonne Healy
Yvonne Healy is one of our Featured 

Storytellers for 2017.  
Contact Yvonne at www.yhealy.com

Words of Skill: The Celtic Storytelling 
Tradition 

presented by Lorene McHutcheon Stilwell
The Celtic Storytelling Tradition 

is more than just Leprechaun’s and 
fairies. From 1000 years before the 
common era through today, the Celtic 
peoples have kept their histories, 

beliefs, and cultural identities alive by a vigorous 
and lyrical oral tradition – vivid and complex 
sagas, magical tales of transformation, hamely 
stories that celebrate everyday triumphs and 
sorrows. 

We will look at Celtic tradition from the 
beginning of the universe, passing through every 
country the people have bided in, and eventually 
bring us back home. Laughter, tears, and lively 
intellectual discussion encouraged.

Lorene McHutcheon Stilwell, Seanachais (Storyteller), 
comes from a line of storytellers and fisherfolk on the 
West Coast of Scotland. She grew up surrounded by 
stories and songs: from tales of the sea and the Highland 
clans, to magical yarns of faeries and monsters and seal 
folk, and more.  As a seanachais, Lorene has shared her 
passion for the Celtic tradition at events ranging from 
Storytelling festivals to Highland Games. 
Contact Lorene at lorsti123@yahoo.com 

Festival Workshops
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Parents, Grandparents, Aunts, and Uncles as 
Storytellers 

presented by Rosie Cutrer 

This interactive workshop will explore 
ways in which families can incorporate 
storytelling activities in their lives. 
Participants will take part in a Story 
Party and learn about Photo Parties 

and Holiday Video Parties. Participants will also 
actively learn some basic beginning storytelling 
techniques on how to learn and present a story.  

Rosie Cutrer started life as a storyteller in first grade, 
pretending to faint to get out of class. The stories have 
gotten bigger ever since. Since 1998, she has performed at 
countless festivals throughout the Midwest. In 2010, she 
made her international debut performing for the County 
Wexford Library System.   
Contact Rosie at www.rosiecutrer.com  

Ventriloquism in Storytelling 101 
presented by Nancy Burks Worcester 

Admit it - you’ve always wanted to 
try ventriloquism.  You stood in front 
of the mirror practicing before you 
gave up, thinking “How do they DO 

that?”  Well, if so, then this workshop is for you.  
Presenter Nancy Worcester promises that you can 
learn the basics of ventriloquism in an afternoon 
and - like the back of the comics said - “Amaze 
your friends and family!”  Learn the basics of the 
ancient art and how you can use it in storytelling.

Nancy Burks Worcester is a storyteller and 
ventriloquist who has been actually making a living at it 
for 25 years. She has performed all over the continent and 
has a story in that ancient tome “Best Stories From the 
Texas Storytelling Festival”. 
Contact Nancy at nancybw@gmail.com

Performance Skills   
presented by Don White 

It is easy to think that certain great 
performers are just simply born with 
an extraordinary God-given talent 
for engaging an audience, and that 
there is nothing that a mere mortal 

man or woman can do to acquire these skills. 
This is, in my humble opinion, simply not true. I 
have been teaching people how to command a 
stage and how to captivate an audience for fifteen 
years. Picturing yourself grabbing the attention 
of a group of people and holding them in the 
palm of your hand for the entire duration of your 
performance becomes a lot easier to do after we 
have demystified and taken the illusion of magic 
out of the process.

I know how to own a stage, and I can teach 
you how to do it.

Don White is one of our Featured Storytellers for 
2017. Contact Don at www.donwhite.net

Wisdom Stories: From Collection 
to Curation to Delivery 
presented by Steve Parker

Wisdom, the skillful pursuit of 
the best possible life, seems to be 
in diminishing supply.  Applying 

techniques of storytelling to your particular 
pursuit will enable a more meaningful 
presentation and a more likely reception. 
Everyone from aging baby boomers to 
misunderstood millennials can learn these 
techniques and share wisdom stories with others.

Steve Parker is an accomplished healthcare 
administrator, keynote speaker, and crooner.  As a hospice 
director, he helps folks preserve their wisdom stories in an 
effort to affirm the value of someone’s life and the dignity 
of someone’s death. 
Contact Steve at storysparker@gmail.com

Workshops (cont.)
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Fringe Concerts 
Fringe Performances are 25 minute concerts 

(or less) on any imaginable topic from edgy to 
enlightening. The storytellers are selected by 
lottery.  This concert is free and open to the 
public. Saturday, March 11 from 3:15-4:45 pm.

Cynthia Laws Calloway presents 
Judith Carter Horton, a Woman 
of Statue 

Judith Carter Horton is a story of 
a 4’10, 90lb “Negro woman”, who 
armed only with a club, a classical 
degree, and three small babies, in 1907, convinced 
the leaders of the capital city of the new state 
of  Oklahoma to establish the first “separate but 
equal” library, in Guthrie, Oklahoma and the 
Southwest. 

Cynthia Laws Calloway is a professional storyteller 
specializing in stories of African American sheros and 
heroes for young and old adults. She was the president of 
Territory Tellers 2015-2016.  
Contact Cynthia at c2calloway@yahoo.com 

Decee Cornish presents 
There’s a Riot Going On 

This story centers on the 
integration of Houston’s Northside 
and the North East Independent 
School District in Harris County. Hear 
stories of the “Blockbusters”, the black families 
that crossed the color line and the students of a 
high school that paved the way to change. 

Decee Cornish is a veteran, oral historian, community 
activist, storyteller and educator. He is recognized 
nationally for his work with at risk populations and 
statewide as a youth mentor. 

Contact DeCee at cornishdecee@aol.com 

Tame the Lion, Enchant the Snake 
presented by Carolina Quiroga-Stultz
Empower your students to actively 
participate in the storytelling 
classroom. Apply different 
learning approaches in a story to 

motivate the students to follow and reenact as 
they learn. 

Carolina Quiroga-Stultz is one of our Featured 
Storytellers for 2017. 
Contact Carolina at www.carolinastoryteller.com

Workshops (cont.)

Master Class
Sunday, March 12 • 8:00 am to 11:00 am

Picasso’s Turpentine, or Practical Skills to 
Work On While Waiting for 
the Muse presented by Dolores Hydock

This interactive storytelling 
workshop is for storytellers, 
business speakers, counselors, 
social workers, teachers, ministers, 
health care professionals, parents, 
grandparents, or anyone who shares words 
and ideas as a teller. Painter Pablo Picasso 
said, “When art critics get together, they talk 
about Art. When painters get together, they 
talk about where to buy turpentine.” This 
workshop is turpentine. It’s not about the 
creative, Muse-driven part of the process. Rather, 
it’s an exploration of necessary and practical 
skills, secrets, tips, and tricks that are useful 
to storytellers but are blatantly stolen from 
other art forms: painters, dancers, actors, even 
cartoonists. They all have something to teach 
about preparation, presentation, staying present, 
making choices, getting inspired, partnering with 
an audience, exploring possibilities, and knowing 
when to stop. We’ll steal from them what we can 
-- fundamental skills that keep our artistic brushes 
clean so we’re ready when the Muse arrives.
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Rosemary Davis presents
Jack was God’s Trial Run 

Jack was God’s trial run. Not 
that God planned a trial run, it’s just 
that God thought ‘person’ and Jack 
appeared, a full-fledged, adolescent 
male, ‘hormones raging, neurons 
on hold,’ full of devilment and full of himself…. 
And when God saw that, he knew he needed to 
start over… so God tried again. This time he got 
Adam…Right away he could tell his work needed 
some improvement. 

Rosemary Davis was thrown headfirst into the 
storytelling world when she was asked to manage and 
emcee the first storytelling stage at the Texas Folklife 
Festival in San Antonio. Davis is a recipient of the 
John Henry Faulk award and a past president of Tejas 
Storytelling Association. 

Contact Rosemary at rlgdavis@verizon.net

Fringe (cont.) Kids’ Day!
Saturday, March 11 is Kids’ Day at the festival.

Admission to all Kids’ Day Activities is free for 
children and an accompanying adult.

Lunch will be provided free for the children. 
Adults may wish to order a box lunch.

9:00-10:30 am 
Family Concert

Fun for everyone from 4 to 104!

Carolina Quiroga-Stultz - Bilingual, Energetic 
Featured Teller

Nancy Burksworcester- Fabulous ventriloquist 
and Teller 

Margaret Clauder - Entertaining Balloonist 
Storyteller

David Claunch - Hilarious Clown/Storyteller

Sue Young - Singer/Songwriter /Storyteller

Sue Kuentz -Emcee

10:45-11:50 am 
Younger Kids Storytelling Activities 
Program: Children 7 and younger

 Join librarian/storyteller Elizabeth Beamon 
and song writer/singer/storyteller Sue Young, for 
stories, songs, and fun interactive activities.

10:45-11:50 am 
Older Kids Activities Storytelling Activities 
Program: Children 8 and older

Get ready for fun balloon creations and 
stories with clown/storytellers David Claunch and 
Margaret Clauder. 

12:00-1:00
Everyone meets in the Public Library Meeting 

Room for Pizza and the Kids/Parents Story Swap.
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Meet Our Liars
Judy Allton has been majoring in 

Beachcombing at The University for 
40 years, taking difficult classes like 
furniture-making from driftwood, 
sand-free hot dog grilling, and reading 
notes found in bottles.  Her extensive 

collection of beach flora and fauna fills the trunk 
of her 1969 VW beetle, which she will be delighted 
to show you, and she recommends that you stand 
upwind of the car.

Contact Judy at spacesciencestories@gmail.com

Ann Coleman began life in Kansas 
many years ago and grew up there, 
but now resides in Texas.  Coleman 
has held many positions including 
being in radio for several years.  She 
and her great husband have four 

grandchildren.  She works at the Roanoke Public 
Library as their Children’s Services Librarian and 
is a member of the Little D Storytelling Guild.

Contact Ann at acoleman@roanoketexas.com

Lorene McHutcheon Stilwell 
comes from a line of storytellers 
and fisherfolk on the West Coast of 
Scotland. She grew up surrounded by 
stories and songs: from tales of the 
sea and the Highland clans, to magical 

yarns of faeries and monsters and seal folk, and 
more. 

Contact Lorene at lorsti123@yahoo.com

Inspired by the George West 
Storyfest Lairs Contest, Connie 
Stockelman is bringing her tall tales 
to the Denton stage. Experienced in 
Toastmaster competitions, Connie has 
performed for a variety of audiences 

including the Red Hat Ladies, weddings, stand up. 
Believe it or not, she is a retired clown! 

Contact Connie at drlaughalot@mailcity.com

Skip Skipworth came to Dallas 
in 1980. Married 14 years, he 
met my wonderful wife, Cheryl in 
Toastmasters International. Skip has 
won over 50 TI contests as well as 
the Houston Liars contest a number 

of times but most recently in 2015. He has been 
a member of Dallas and North Forty Storytelling 
Guilds.

Contact Skip at dskipworth@ymcadallas.org

Performing since 1997, Gary 
Whitaker the Storyman, (now a full 
time storyteller) has traveled all over 
Texas telling a variety of stories in 
schools and libraries varying from 
Historic to Tall tales. Gary specializes 

in 1st person historical presentations. He lives in 
Fort Worth Texas with his lovely wife, Paula. 

Contact Gary at www.storymantales.com 

The Texas Liars Contest
Join us as some of the best liars in the state gather for a verbal slap down on Saturday, March 11 

from 10:45-12:15.

This is an amateur competition. Members of the State Legislature are barred from entering.
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Story Swaps! 
Tell your story at Texas Storytelling Festival 

and get your Story Button! The Story Swap will 
be both Friday and Saturday at the noon lunch 
break. Sign-up for a 5 minute story or a 10 minute 
story starting Friday morning near the registration 
table.

Silent Auction
Now is the time to start thinking about what 

you would like to donate for the Tejas Storytelling 
Festival silent auction. March is not that far away. 
Maybe you have books or posters you no longer 
use. Look in your closet for a special shawl, hat 
or skirt that someone may be able to use for 
programs.  There are plenty of treasures out 
there. We know it! Help TSA raise funds while 
you clear away clutter. Contact Kay Tobola at 
kwtobola@gmail.com or 713-408-1958.

Tailspinner Party
The Talespinner Party and the Silent Auction 

are major fundraisers for the Tejas Storytelling 
Association. The Talespinner Party will be held 
on Saturday night. Dinner and drinks will be 
served. The caterer takes into consideration 
the needs of vegan and vegetarian diets. Join us 
for this lively gathering of storytellers and story 
lovers. Tickets can be purchased in advance.

Sponsors
We want to thank our sponsors who make The 

Texas Storytelling Festival possible. The City of 
Denton, the City of Denton Parks and Recreation 
Department, the Denton Benefit League, the 
Greater Denton Arts Council, the Arts Guild of 
Denton, the Texas Commission on the Arts, the 
National Endowment for the Arts, Art Works, 
TSA members, and our business and community 
partners.

Be an Active Part 
of the Festival

What is a great way to meet new people, make 
new friends and contribute to the success of the 
festival? Why volunteering to help at the festival! 

Volunteers are needed to help in the following 
activities:

•	 Concessions
•	 Silent Auction
•	 Story Store (Late teens or adults with the 

ability to calculate costs and handle money.)
•	 Registration
•	 Set-up and Breakdown:
•	 Set-up, arrange and take down chairs and 

tables
•	 Unpack and pack boxes
•	 Move boxes from and to storage
•	 Other grunt work
•	 Provide a truck (pick-up or larger) to 

transport supplies and equipment from and 
to storage on Thursday and Sunday.

Supervision and guidance will be provided. 
Whether two hours or twenty, you can contribute 
to the success of your Festival.  

Select the area of your choice and contact 
Leslie Buie – email: lesliebuie@aol.com, phone: 
972-772-0415
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It is Time!
It’s time! Time to register! Time to reserve rooms! Time to call friends and family and get them on 

board to join the fun at the 32nd annual Texas Storytelling Festival.
By registering and reserving rooms by February 15th, you save money, and assure that you have a 

place to stay, and have a ticket to the workshops and classes you wish to attend.

Time to Register! 
Go to http://www.tejasstorytelling.com/festival/tickets.html and register today. Save $35 on a 

weekend festival ticket by registering before February 15, 2017.
Check out the workshops. 
Add on lunch boxes from Jason’s, and catered meals Friday Night and Saturday night@ the Tales 

Spinner’s Dinner. Not sure you want to “eat in”? Saves going out and hunting down a quick bite! Use the 
saved time to relax with other story listeners and weave some of your own stories over a delicious meal. 

Time to reserve rooms!
This year we have two hotels to choose from-SpringHill Suites Denton and Hampton Inn & Suites 

Denton, both located minutes from the Civic Center on Centre Place Drive.

SpringHill Suites has special festival rates of $99 plus tax a night, with two options. 
The Suite-1 King bed w/ Sofa sleeper-sleeps 3. 
The Bedroom Suite-2 Queen beds w/sleeper sofa-sleeps 5.
SpringHill provides shuttle service to the Denton Civic Center, 

complimentary breakfast is included, and there’s a restaurant 
on site. Each room has a refrigerator, coffee maker, and a 
microwave. Free parking

At Hampton Inn and Suites, special festival rates include
Standard King for $99.00 + tax per night.
Standard Double Queen for $104 + tax per night. 
Double Queen Suite for $109 + tax per night.
Hampton Inn and Suites provides complimentary breakfast. Each room has a refrigerator, coffee 

maker, and a microwave. Free parking/free Wi-Fi.

It is time to call friends and family and get them on board to join the fun at the 32nd annual Texas 
Storytelling Festival.

It is time to include your friends and family in the storytelling fun. We have a fantastic line up of 
tellers. With the variety of story styles we are offering in our concerts, there is something for everyone. 
Look around, think of your acquaintances, and introduce storytelling to someone new. Our festival 
gets better as we grow with new listeners.

Looking forward to seeing you and your friends in Denton for the 32nd Annual Storytelling 
Festival!

Kay Tobola, Festival Managing Director

Please note that these blocks 
will be released February 16, 2017. 
There are 5 events in town festival 
weekend, hotel rooms are scarce, 
and we are holding the largest 
block. Other groups are waiting 
for our “left-over” rooms, and the 
price will go up. Book now!
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Festival Tickets 
Now is your chance to be a part of this memorable event. You can register for the Festival in a 

number of ways. 
February 15 - Deadline for early bird registration. Save $35! 
Single concert tickets are $10 at the door. Some events are free to the public.

Ways to Register - 
Online:  Click here to be redirected to our Festival Registration page.

Purchase your tickets with a credit card. Payments are processed by PayPal. You do not need a 
PayPal account. You will receive an email receipt from PayPal. If you do not receive this receipt, it 
probably means that the payment did not go through. Call or email the TSA office to confirm the 
payment and make other payment arrangements.

Check:  Click here to Download Registration Form and mail to our office. 

Paper:  To have a ticket purchase form mailed or faxed to you, contact TSA at 940-380-9320 
or email tsa@tejasstorytelling.com

 Refunds: There will be no refunds after February 28, 2017.

Get the Word Out to Story Lovers!
Interested in buying an ad in the Texas Storytelling Festival Program Booklet? Now is your chance!  

Call Beverly in the TSA office before February 15 to reserve your space.

Festival Program Ad Sizes and Rates

Full-page ads - $90 - (5” W x 8” H, vertical only) 
Half-page ads - $55 - (5” W x 3 7/8” H, horizontal only) 
Quarter-page - $30 - Horizontal ads (5” W x 1 7/8” H) 
Quarter-page - $30 - Vertical ads (2 1/2” W x 3 7/8” H)

Ad Files: Must be high resolution PDF or maximum quality JPEG.  Ad design is available. 
Questions or Inquiries: Contact Beverly at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com or 940-380-9320  

or see the TSA website.

Festival Calendar at a Glance
•	 February 15, 2017 - Deadline for Festival early bird registration. Save $35!
•	 February 15, 2017 – Festival Hotel Deadline. Click here to reserve your room. 
•	 March 9 – 12, 2017 – Texas Storytelling Festival in Denton, Texas. Keep watching  

www.tejasstorytelling.com for information and updates.
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2016-2017 TSA  
Governing Board

Larry Thompson, President, 
lthompson551@gmail.com 

Rebba Raine Teller, Vice President 
rabbiraine@gmail.com 

Granville Ott, Treasurer 
gott_austin@yahoo.com 

Sue Kuentz, Secretary 
sue.kuentz@gmail.com

Leslie Buie, Volunteer Coordinator 
lesliebuie@aol.com 

Mary Margaret Campbell, 
Nominating and Awards 

Committees 
marymargaret@

georgeweststoryfest.org

Mel Davenport, Member at Large 
luvandstories@aol.com

Kim Lehman, Public Relations and 
Marketing 

kim.lehman@sbcglobal.net 

Reba Ott 
gott_austin@yahoo.com  

Kay Tobola, Festival Managing 
Director 

tejasstories2tell@gmail.com

James West, Member at Large 
james@commoncompany.org

Mission Statement:

Tejas Storytelling Association is a  
non-profit organization dedicated 

to fostering the appreciation of 
storytelling as an oral tradition, a 

performing art,  
and an educational tool.

PHONE: 940-380-9320

10-4-10 Tejas Storytelling 
Association Accessible 
Website Fund

Dear Tejas Storytelling Association and Friends of TSA,

We looking for 70 dedicated and techno-savvy folks to step 
forward and pledge $10 a month for 10 months (January, 2017 to 
October, 2017) to help get the new TSA Accessible Website up and 
running.  Can you be one of those 70 folks?  That is about 25% of 
our current membership.  Of course, we will welcome more! But, at 
this moment, 70 pledges of $100 over the next 10 months will get us 
to our goal of having an accessible website up and running for all to 
see. (Your pledge may be paid in one payment if you choose.)

Accessibility on websites is not automatic.  For people with 
visual, auditory and physical issues, it can be quite challenging 
to access information about TSA from our present website.  
And, accessibility does not come cheap.  However, after careful 
consideration and research, we have come to a decision about the 
folks who can accomplish this for us.  Now, all we need are the 
funds.

And why is accessibility so important?  Think about this. TSA 
prides itself on the fact that we have always provided American Sign 
Language (ASL) signers to assist those who cannot hear to still fully 
enjoy our festival events.  This is not true of our present website, 
but that can be fixed by the building and launching of an accessible 
website.  And, that is our final aim in this fund raising effort.

So, will you not please consider becoming a TSA Techie? 
Support our efforts. Pledge 10-4-10! 

In return for your support, we pledge to each of you who donate 
to this fundraiser a fully accessible business card ad on our new 
website for the first two years that it is up and running.  Think of 
it:  a business card-sized ad that runs for 24 months at a cost of 
$100. That is only $50 a year.  Now, that is a bargain.  Plus, you get 
a tax write-off and the joy of knowing that you have contributed to 
such a worthy cause. 

This is the season for giving.  Please consider us as a recipient of 
your giving!

All the blessings of the Season, 
      The Officers and Board of TSA​
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I have a confession to make...I am addicted 
to Public Broadcasting.  I watch KLRU, my local 
station, or PBS on Channel 8 here.  I watch 
all kinds of programming but I must admit 
the cooking shows are my favorites.  I learn 
so much about other countries, other cuisines 
and people from all over the world.  And there 
I was, watching Nick Stellino and his Italian 
cooking show one day when during one of the 
non-commercial breaks, there’s Nick Stellino 
telling a story about his uncle and a brasciole he 
cooked for dinner.  He told the story of cooking, 
in a suit, for his family on the occasion of a 
Sunday Supper.  He was cooking sauce and the 
pot exploded and the food went all over the 
place, including his suit.  He said, at the back of 
his head, while all this chaos was going on, he 
heard his deceased Uncle’s voice say, “Save the 
brasciole, save the brasciole!” and of course that 
is what he did.  He went on to say that these 
stories that fanned out into his show from his 
family memories were some of his most treasured 
moments.  I, as the viewer, the listener, as it 
were, felt that he was sharing a treasure with 
me.  Then I found out that these story tellings 
were becoming a regular feature on all the KLRU 
shows, as well as the PBS shows as well.

I listened to him tell the story of his Jewish 
father-in-law who taught him to make matzo-
brie, chicken matzo ball soup and brisket.  I heard 
the stories of his blended family who celebrated a 
Seder one night and a big Easter dinner the next.

Then on another show I listened to Wolfgang 
Puck tell wonderful stories about learning to cook 
at his mother’s knee.  He went on to tell stories of 
learning to cook for his Jewish wife’s family at his 
mother-in-law’s elbow.

And so it went, one storyteller after another, 
quite unexpected and quite unprecedented.  This 
is a new convention.  PBS, KLRU and other 

stations are asking their featured performers to 
tell stories as part of their shows.

So I looked around to see if this was 
happening in other places.  Here’s what I 
found:  Veteran’s group are using healing stories 
to help our Veterans coming home from Iraq 
and Afghanistan;  the Veteran’s Administration 
is even setting up demonstration programs and 
seeking out partnerships to help these veterans, 
and even Viet Nam Era Veteran’s to tell their 
stories.  Veteran’s hospitals have storytelling 
support groups.

Hospitals and social agencies are using 
storytelling to help people heal from illness, 
trauma and disaster.  I have recently been offered 
a storytelling group with a group of people known 
to my speech doctor.  These are folks who have 
lost their ability to speak through accidents, 
cancer and other health issues.  The folks on 
another floor of the hospital, in the prosthesis /
orthopedic wing, are also using storytelling to 
help people cope with loss of limbs or paralysis.

And now there is still another area where 
storytelling is helping with business, not-as-
usual.  HR, human resource, departments in big 
hospitals and social agencies alike are asking 
prospective employees to come to interviews 
prepared to tell a story.  Sometimes it is about the 
person who was most influential in their career 
choice.  Sometimes it is about an event or person 
who had a huge impact on their lives.

In all these scenarios, it is the story that binds, 
heals, illuminates and educates.  So if you are a 
storyteller looking for new venues or audiences, 
take a look in some of these areas.  And if you 
are a story listener, go see for yourself, what’s 
happening in the world of story.

With many blessings and very great love for all 
of us,  
Rebba Raine

Yes, I Have an Addiction
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Board Member 
Search

Each year TSA works to expand the reach 
and diversity of the board – new faces bring new 
ideas and new energy.  This year is no exception.  
We have four people leaving the board in June 
2017, so we’re starting our search of qualified and 
interested folks.   We’re looking for individuals 
with a strong storytelling connection, of course, 
but more than that, the board needs individuals 
who can organize, can expand the knowledge 
“around the table,” can bring forward new views, 
and can bring leadership and management 
experience.

In its simplest form – the board meets on 
a conference call once a month and has two 
face-to-face meetings each year.  You would 
serve on one or two of a variety of standing 
committees that make the organization go and 
grow.   Generally, a first year board member 
spends about 5-15 hours of time monthly on TSA 
activities.  That number tends to grow over time, 
given a willingness to take on more responsibility.  
The standard board term is three years, although 
truthfully, at least one board member seems to 
leave early every term.  We are all adults after all, 
and things come up – life intervenes in our plans!

Any of our current board members can speak 
about the rewards and challenges of board 
participation, but you need to take that first step.  
Let us know you’re interested.  Board elections are 
coming up in the spring and we’d like to have a 
strong slate of candidates to take us roaring into 
our 33nd year.

Be a Part of TSA 
Every Day on 
Social Media

Do you love being on Facebook, Twitter, or 
Instagram? Do you enjoy connecting with people 
and telling them about storytelling? Use your skills 
and knowledge! Come and join TSA on social 
media! Help us to grow in this ever changing 
world of technology and reach more people for 
storytelling! We are looking for volunteers for 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. We need you!! 
If you are interested, please contact us at tsa@
tejasstorytelling.com

Donations for 
Elizabeth Ellis 

TSA is taking donations to help Elizabeth 
Ellis with her son, Scooter’s funeral and estate 
expenses. Please send cards and donations 
for Elizabeth Ellis to the TSA office at Tejas 
Storytelling Association P.O. Box 2806 Denton, 
Texas 76202. Please write the check in her name, 
Elizabeth Ellis. 
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NSN News
NSN 2017 Conference: July 29-July 2

It’s June (and July) in January, and time to register for the 
NSN Summer conference at the best rates. Take a look at 
conference information at storynet.org/conference/

Our conference theme promises to be an important part 
of many conversations this coming year.

ORACLE Award Nomination deadline: March 1
It is time for you to nominate one of our industrious Tejas 

Storytellers for an NSN ORACLE award. See the various 
types of awards and and find the nomination forms at 
http://storynet.org/oracle/. You may be the one to start the ball rolling for a gifted and deserving fellow 
storyteller or volunteer. 

We get a lot done in Texas Storytelling! Let’s let the nation know about it!

What’s your Special Interest? Check out NSN’s Special Interest Groups
You can join one of NSN’s Special Interest Groups and surround yourself with other likeminded 

storytellers. Read more about each interest group on its own Web site:

Healing Story Alliance: http://healingstory.org/

Producers and Organizers: http://www.pro-sig.org/ 

Storytelling in Higher Education: https://sites.google.com/site/storytellinginhighereducation/ 

Storytelling in Organizations:  http://storytellinginorganizations.com/ 

Youth, Educators and Storytellers Alliance (YES!): http://yesalliance.org/ 
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Guild News

Contact Sheila Phillips to get your  
Guild Happenings into a future Tejas Teller!

San Antonio Storytellers 
On February 11th, San 

Antonio Storytellers will host Jim 
May in a workshop at the home 
of Sue Kuentz.  Jim’s workshop 
will intertwine his memorable 
stories and his new book, Trail 
Guide for a Crooked Heart, to 
help each participant unearth 
their own stories and piece their ideas together.  
We’ll have a Question-and-Answer time and a 
time to autograph his book for those who wish 
to purchase one.  Registration is $35.  Those 
interested may view more information on SASA’s 
event page on San Antonio Storytellers’ Web site 
or Facebook page. For more information or to 
register contact Sue Kuentz at 210-326-7877 or 
sue.kuentz@gmail.com.

Mesquite Storytellers of 
Abilene 

The Mesquite Storytellers of Abilene presented 
the program for Chautauqua at the Buffalo Gap 
Historic Village on January 14th. Beverly Priddy 
gave a power point program on Making History 
Come Alive.  Mark Young was a Biblical character 
in the time of Jesus.  Gail McMillan told the story 
as Emma Johnson and the construction and 
naming of Fort Phantom in Taylor County.

North Dallas
The North 40 Storytellers Guild 

provided stories during Lantern 
Light at the Heritage Farmstead on 
December 3 and a good time was 
had by all at our annual Holiday 
Party/Meeting on Dec. 19.  The 
Guild hosted a workshop and 
concert by Fran Stallings for their 
January meeting. Fran’s workshop 
topic was Audience Participation 
Storytelling. She shared various 
types of participation and led the guild in different 
exercises to illustrate them. Her concert, which 
was open to the public, included stories that had 
opportunities for participation from the audience. 
It was a great event.
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February 11 – Bulverde, TX
Workshop - Uncovering Your 
Life’s Stories with Storyteller 
Jim May. 
1:00 pm. For more information 
or to register contact Sue 
Kuentz at 210-326-7877 or sue.
kuentz@gmail.com

February 12 – Austin Area
Jim May Performance and 
Book Signing
Hear Jim May tell stories and 
talk about his new book, Trail 
Guide for a Crooked Heart: 
Stories and Reflections for 
Life’s Journeys, at 4:30 p.m. in 
Bertram at Donna Ingham’s 
barn. Beverages and snacks will 
be provided, and, of course, 
you’ll have an opportunity to 
buy Jim’s book and have him 
sign it. Directions from Austin: 
Take US-183 N/183A N (toll) to 
TX-29 W; turn left onto TX-29 
W to Bertram; turn left onto CR 
243, then left onto CR 321 to 
address 1435 (green gate will be 
open); take road to left to barn 
where there is ample parking (or 
call once you are inside the gate 
and we’ll pick you up in the golf 
cart). Contact Donna Ingham 
at 512-656-8186 or tell.write@
gmail.com.

January 18 - Kearney, NE
The Kearney Area Storytelling 
Festival
Featured tellers: Bil Lepp, 
Kim Weitkamp and 

Andy Offutt Irwin www.
kearneystorytellingfestival.org
www.facebook.com/
kearneystorytellingfestival

January 20-22 - Topeka, KS
River and Prairie Storyweavers 
Chicken Festival
www.rapsstories.org/chicken-
festival.html

January 27-29 – Denton, TX
Denton Black Film Festival
Stories that empower. Art that 
inspires. Culture that builds. 
Film screenings, panels and 
workshops, Music and art 
showcases, spoken word, 
comedy and more! 
www.dentonbff.com

January 27-29 - Richmond, VA
Hearts Afire Storytelling 
Festival www.
storytellerschannel.com

February 3-4 - Kalamazoo, MI
Fifth Annual Storytelling 
Festival: Searching for Peace!
kvm.kvcc.edu/plan/storytelling.
html

February 4 - Austin, TX
Living Room
www.facebook.com/The-Living-
Room-107681119259738/

March 9-12 - Denton, TX
Texas Storytelling Festival
Featured tellers: Dolores 
Hydock, Don White, Carolina 
Quiroga-Stultz

​May 5 - Canyon, TX
WTAMU Storytelling Festival
The featured teller is Eldrena 
Douma. 
https://www.facebook.com/
Panha ndleStorytellingGuild/​

June 17 - Denton, TX
Arts On Abrams
Jerry Young in storytelling 
concert telling sacred and 
Biblical stories. 
www.wilshire.org/
about-wilshire-arts-on-abrams

June - Gutherie, OK
Spirit of Oklahoma Storytelling 
Festival
www.facebook.com/Spirit-
of-Oklahoma-Storytelling-
Festival-215235855349474/

June 29-July 2 – Kansas City, 
MO
National Storytelling 
Conference
All Our Voices: Stories of 
Immigration and Migration
www.storynet.org/conference/
index.html

Storytelling Calendar 
Meanwhile, many of you know Illinois storyteller/author Jim May from his past visits to Texas. Well, 

he’s coming back next month and will appear in a barn concert in Bertram. (He says he’ll feel quite at 
home in a barn since he grew up on a farm.) 

Free Advertising for Your 
Storytelling Event

Submit your event on our 
webpage for all to see!

http://www.tejasstorytelling.
com/calendar.html
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Trying to define a storyteller is like playing “Pin the Tail 
on the Donkey.” Jerry defined himself as a storyteller and a 
folklorist.  

Jerry grew up among a family of storytellers on the red 
sandy plains of Oklahoma. However, his storytelling career 
took root and blossomed in the Texas Black Land Prairies.

Audiences in Oklahoma and Texas recognized Jerry as a 
Texas Talerattler. Many of his stories came from Texas folklore 
and history. He also told entertaining and moving family 
stories about growing up in Oklahoma, and he told some of 
the finest Texas ghost tales around.  Jerry explained why he 
had never won a liars contest. “One of the trials of growing up 
in my family was that when I told a lie, my momma whacked 
the snot out of me, so I never learned to tell a lie.”  

 Jerry has produced three CD’s. Texian Tales, a collection of Texas tales and legends; Growing Up 
Young, a selection of family stories; and Texas Ghosts and Mysteries.

He was a featured teller at the 1st Annual Spirit of Oklahoma Storytelling Festival and at the 
Squatty Pines Storytelling Festival. He has told at the National Storytelling Festival, Voices in the Wind 
Storytelling Festival, George West Storytelling Festival, Texas Storytelling Festival, and South Texas 
Ranching Heritage Festival.  For several years, he was a regular storyteller at Texas Folklife Festival.

He served as President and Treasurer of the Tejas Storytelling Association. The Association honored 
him with its John Henry Faulk Award, TSA’s most prestigious award. He was a member of the Texas 
Folklore Society and served on the Board of Directors.  The Society has published two of Jerry’s papers: 
“A Thanksgiving Catfish” (Hide, Horn, Fish, and Fowl 2011) and “Remembering a Texas Legend: Samuel 
‘Booger Red’ Privett” (Cowboys, Cops, Killers, and Ghosts; Legends of Texas 2013).

 Jerry was a retired high school speech and theatre teacher, a district administrator, and a college 
instructor. Through the years, he acted and directed in community theatres and performed with several 
professional theatre companies in the Dallas area. He had worked in television and film, most notable 
Walker, Texas Ranger.  

 Jerry is survived by Barbara Young and his four children, eight grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren.

Remembering Jerry Young,  
A Texas Talerattler
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The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter 

published by the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Kim Lehman, editor

Raine Teller, co-editor

Beverly Benbow, co-editor and contributor

Karen Wollscheid, production

Sheila Phillips, Guild News editor

Mary Grace Ketner, NSN News contributor

Larry Thompson, contributor

Elizabeth Ellis, columnist

Tejas Teller submission deadline is the last 

Friday of the month that precedes the next 

print cycle: January, April, July, October.

General news items or inquiries can be sent to 

the editor.

Guild News items should be sent to Sheila 

Phillips at zoolady@airmail.net 

Currently the Tejas Teller is being distributed 

electronically to email addresses stored with 

TSA records. If you would like a printed copy 

of the newsletter, please notify Beverly at tsa@

tejasstorytelling.com

P.O.Box 2806 
Denton, TX 76202
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TEJAS STORYTELLING ASSOCIATION 
Our mission is to foster an appreciation of storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art, and 

an educational tool. Our members are a vital part is making this mission succeed. We need you!

DONATIONS
We need your support in our mis-

sion of storytelling. Please send your 
tax deductible donation in support 
of storytelling and our mission in 
this region. Thank you! 

 » CHECK: Mail your donation check 
to TSA, P.O. Box 2806, Denton, TX 
76202.

 » ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.
org/Donations

MEMBERSHIP 
If you are not a member, come and join our storytell-

ing family and friends in our region. We  can spread the 
tradition and the power of storytelling. All are welcome; 
every member is important, whether story listener, story-
teller, or story lover.  

Even you took some time off or been a member in the 
past, we would love have you back! 

Membership Categories:        (Yearly)
Individual:      .............................$35
Family:         ................................$60
Organization:   ...........................$75
Youth (age 18 and younger): ....$10

 » CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application found 
on our website and mail with your check or credit card 
information to TSA, P.O. Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202.

 » PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940-380-9320. 
Beverly will return your call, answer your questions, 
and record your credit card information for billing.

 » ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Membership


