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Girders and Rivets:
Some Thoughts on Bridge Building
By Elizabeth Ellis

together. Many of them became tools for separating
people into “us” and “the enemy”. The problem is we
live in the same country, in the same communities.
We are all in this together now. There is no place
for thinking of fellow community members as “the
enemy”, even if their story is widely different from
our own.

“Nothing happens unless first we dream.”
---Carl Sandburg
Things have been pretty hot lately. This time I’m
not talking about the Texas weather. We are living
in a divided and divisive time. Few times in our
history has our country been this polarized since
the Civil War.

“Wedge issues” do what wedges have always
done: split things apart. Now is the time to search for
a common narrative. And once found, to share it.

Storytelling is an art form. That means that all of
us who tell are artists, whether we realize it or not.
This is a time for us to be thinking about the role of
the artist in the community. Certainly the storyteller
has many roles. (To entertain, to inspire, to educate,
to name only a few. I hope in the days ahead each of
us will spend some time thinking seriously about our
roles.) I believe that one of the primary roles of the
storyteller is to bring the community together.

“ A bridge has no allegiance to either side.”
---Les Coleman
For a bridge to stand, it must have a footing. To
create that footing perhaps what is needed now is
listening. Compassionate listening to the stories of
those different from ourselves can go a long way
toward building a foundation of understanding. We
may never agree. That is okay. Perhaps that isn’t the
point. Instead, understanding can lead us to respect.
That is a footing worth building on.

Actually, we have talked a lot about this in the
past. We often speak about how storytelling builds
bridges between people. It does not seem to me,
though, that we have thought very deeply about
what building bridges really means.

To accomplish building bridges it may be
necessary for many of us to “mellow the rawness of
our personal opinions” (--A.E. Housman) in search of
that which speaks to our common humanity.

“With stories, you can build walls to separate
people or build bridges to unite them! Do the
second thing in the name of ethics and honor, for
the glory of love and goodness”
---Mehmet Murat Ildan
During the past few years we have watched as
stories were used in many different ways. Often
they were used to divide us rather than to bring us
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Continued from page 1

I look forward to hearing what girders you will
choose for your own work.

Not many people love a good soapbox more than I
do. But I recognize

In the Jewish tradition there is the concept of
Tikkun Olam. As I understand it, it means that our
function is to mend the tear in the fabric of the
Universe. To me there could be no better description
of the power of story than that. No matter how
many girders we have, they must be held together by
something. Screws and rivets are the usual choices.
Our choices will be individual stories we choose to
tell. Like screws and rivets, stories can be divided
into two types: those that give light, and those that
give heat. Those that give light are probably going to
be more readily accepted by our listeners. However,
there are those tales that, like rivets, require heat.
They may be harder to tell, but, like rivets, they are
likely to make a stronger and more lasting connection.

“You can’t build a bridge out of soapboxes.”
---Elizabeth Ellis
Preaching doesn’t work. No matter how sure we are
that we have “the truth”, there are lots of insightful
old tales to remind us that each of us has only a
limited view of it. The Hindu tell the story of the blind
men and the elephant. The one feeling the leg says an
elephant is like a tree. The one with the tail is equally
convinced that an elephant is like a rope. The man
touching the ear is certain an elephant is like a large
leaf. The one at the trunk believes an elephant to be
a snake. Each is convinced that he alone knows the
truth.

“That which would give light must endure burning.”
---Victor Frankel

The Roman author Plutrach gives us a version of
an ancient Egyptian myth where Osiris (the Truth)
is dismembered by Typhon (Set) and his parts are
scattered to the four winds. Each of us must search
for any piece of Osiris and if we find one, cherish it
but always continue the search for the other missing
pieces. There is much wisdom in these old tales.

That may be my favorite quote, ever. It is written
on a piece of paper that is taped up over my desk so
that I can look at it every day. It rests beside another
that says, “Don’t give them what they want. Give
them something better.” I have taken them down and
rewritten them on new paper in a different color of
ink. I did so because I wanted to make sure that I do
not take them for granted, that I continue to think
about what they mean each and every day.

There are lots of different kinds of bridges. The
ones I am most familiar with are made of girders. I
have spent some time lately thinking about what
girders I will be using for my own bridge building. I am
sure each of us will make different choices, but I will
share some of mine with you.

There is much work to do. Our authentic voices are
needed now more than ever. Take a little time to think
about bridge building. I wish you Joy in the work.

I will search my repertoire for tales that divide us
and drop them.
I will remember that none of us have all the Truth.

“Do not be daunted by the enormity of the world’s
grief. Do justly now. Love mercy now. Walk humbly
now. You are not obligated to complete the work,
but neither are you free to abandon it.”
---Rabbi Tarfon, Pirkei Avot 2:21 the Talmud

I will search for stories that emphasize our
common humanity.
I will learn tales that celebrate our differences
rather than condemn them.
I will shape and share stories of people I might
previously thought of as “the enemy”.
I have heard it said many times that if you want
to learn something, teach it. It seems to me that we
could easily substitute the word “tell” for the word
“teach”.
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A Storyteller’s Toolkit for Troubled Times
Shared on Storytell
Many of our storytelling colleagues really want to find stories to tell now when our country is so
fragmented. This is a collection of such stories and videos (which can inspire stories) which might help
unify our country.
There are three pages with stories and videos on these topics:
• Doing what you can
• The American mosaic: honoring all of us and our stories
• Building bridges
We’ve been collecting such stories and videos for a few months. We want YOU to tell these stories and
share these videos and/or create stories inspired by these videos.
AND we’d love YOU to contribute stories and videos you know about by commenting on the
appropriate page(s).
Please let me know what you think. I used this format so that people other than me could add content
to this collection simply via comments.
For more information go to http://www.americansallofus.com/
Kate Dudding
http://www.katedudding.com  •  kate@katedudding.com  •  (518) 383-4620

Tejas Storytelling Association Information
Mission Grant

The State of TSA

The Tejas Storytelling Association (TSA)
developed this new grant to provide TSA Affiliate
Guilds financial assistance with new storytelling
programming in their community.

Current TSA President, Larry Thompson
put together a presentation with TSA
membership, finances, and program information.
To view go to: https://drive.google.com/
file/d/0B_PE_CIlF5kRVENrbzJnWHpVLWc/view

This year San Antonio Storytellers received a TSA
Mission Grant to increase the publicity for their Story
Tellabration!™ family event, which is not the same
thing as their regular Tellabration. Last year the event
was held at a beautiful San Antonio Library branch
location. The Guild received a city grant to pay a
featured teller and six other paid storytellers. The
city grant did not cover printing. Through the Mission
Grant, TSA will supply the funds to get the word out
for this year’s event.

TSA in the News
We had a story in the North Texas Daily, the
University of North Texas newspaper. Thank you
to Gene Helmick-Richardson, Mel Davenport and
Mary Grace Ketner for sharing information about
storytelling!
To view the story go to: http://ntdaily.com/dentonstorytelling-association-keeps-an-ancient-art-alive/

Applications for this opportunity are due in the
fall. More information will be included in the fall
newsletter.
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John Henry Faulk Award
As always, at all our festivals, the announcement
of the John Henry Faulk Award is one of the
highlights of the Festival. This year’s recipient of the
John Henry Faulk Award was Traphene Hickman.
Traphene is someone with
a passion for storytelling,
a strong sense of standing
up for what she believes in,
and a dedication to treating
everyone with both love and
fairness, Traphene has much
in common with this award’s
namesake and she certainly
deserves the honor many
times over.

who wanted or needed or hear stories who could not
afford to pay much if not at all. This was especially
true for children. If a story was needed and she was
available, Traphene could be counted on to step
forward.”
In 2009, Traphene joined Toni Simmons, now Zula
B. Wiley Public Library director, to start a youth
storytelling club at the Cedar Hill library, targeting
youth from third to sixth grade. In honor of all her
hard work and dedication to the library, children
and overall community of Cedar Hill, the Traphene
Hickman Outdoor Music and Discovery Garden was
dedicated September 12, 2016. This library park with
outdoor musical instruments and a garden is a part
of the Cedar Hill park system.

Traphene is one of the original members of the
Dallas Storytelling Guild that started in the early
1980s. And whether she was serving as president
or simply a member, Traphene was always the
welcoming hostess for the group—the first to step
forward and graciously greet newcomers coming
to the meetings. She has a special gift for not only
making all feel welcome, but to also encourage
storytelling beginners to take that leap of faith and
tell their first tale. Despite her years of experience,
on the storytelling stage and the competence to
demand a high price for her storytelling skills, she
never allowed money to stand in the way of those

Traphene, along with her husband JR, were
beloved by all our featured storytellers during those
many years the festival was hosted in the park. For
many years their RV served as the green room for the
tellers and the couple proved to be not only gracious
hosts but also fabulous ambassadors for storytelling
in Texas. But this support is just one of the many
efforts Traphene and her husband JR offered to the
Texas Storytelling Festival and TSA. For their many
years of service to the organization the couple was
presented the Marvin Brown Volunteer Service Award
in 2010.

Marvin Brown Volunteer Award
This year’s well deserving recipient of the Marvin Brown Volunteer Award was
Besty Mosier. Since Betsy took on the Tellers in the Schools in 2010, she has
served hundreds of children and teachers in the Denton Public Schools. That
first year she, along with Minetta Smith’s assistance, coordinated tellers in all
the Denton schools during the 25th Annual Festival. Every year since, Betsy
has been the whole show! This means contacting librarians numerous times,
going to meetings, delivering materials to schools, contacting tellers, matching
needs, interfacing with Tejas board members, adjusting schedules and countless
other details. Even when a sudden illness took Betsy out of the main picture in 2013 she was right there
guiding and supporting Jiaan Powers as her interim coordinator. And Betsy has accomplished all this with her
graciousness, generosity, affability, and commitment, We, the Tejas Storytelling and the Denton Community,
have certainly benefitted from Betsy’s work!
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Jerry Young’s CD Available

In Honor and In Memory
Donations

Jerry Young’s “Texas Ghosts and Mysteries”
CDs are available for sale through the TSA office.
Get one for yourself or have your guild get several
copies for your members. All proceeds benefit the
Doc Moore Education Outreach Fund at TSA. Call
940-380-9320 or email tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
to order the CDs.

TSA would like to recognize donations received
the first quarter of 2017. Thank you to the generous
people supporting TSA through memorial giving.
• In memory of Scooter Ollis, Elizabeth Ellis’s Son
• In memory of Joallen Scheihing
• Support for the Doc Moore Educational Outreach
Fund in memory of Tim Tingle’s Mother
• Support for the Doc Moore Educational Outreach
Fund and in memory of Jerry Young

Thank you to Barbara Young and the Young
family for their generous donation to TSA.

Texas Storytelling Festival
Festival Online

many volunteer hours, energy, and the extensive
planning required to organize a festival of this size.

Read what the Denton Record Chronical wrote
about the festival.
http://www.dentonrc.com/local-news/localnews/2017/03/12/twisting-tales-32nd-annual-texasstorytelling-festival-comes-end#ssStory3048322

And of course, our heartfelt thanks to all of the
many, many helping hands that make festival run
smoothly. Jay states, “Concert attendance was up
15% from 2016. We met our goal of over 2 thousand
listeners in the seats hearing stories shared.”
Dolores Hydock, one of our featured tellers,
shared, “This was a memorable experience for me.
My thanks and congratulations go out to all the
team who worked so hard to put together a terrific
weekend!”

DTV Newsbreak Video
The festival footage begins at 29 seconds.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=drqq81lw-JM

Couldn’t Make the Festival?

Festival by the numbers:

Take a peek at our 2017 festival program for our
tellers, schedule, workshops, advertisers and more.
Download the 2016 Festival Program.
http://www.tejasstorytelling.com/festival/images/17ProgramBook.pdf

• 4 featured tellers
• 48 non-featured storytellers
• 17 story swappers
• 11 story slammers
• 2033 attendees at concerts
• 9 workshop presenters
• 202 workshop participants
• 11 concert producers
• 15 difference concert emcees
• 112 kids at the Kid’s Day activities
• 8 judges
• 104 at the Tailspinner Dinner
• 12 labyrinth walkers
• $1,506 raised at the Silent Auction
• Untold number of volunteers!
• 1 very happy artistic director
Jay Stailey, Festival Artistic Director

Festival Afterglow
It takes a village. Many volunteer hours and
extensive networking go into making this festival
such a success. Thank you to our audience, our
sponsors, the TSA staff, the press, local and state
businesses who supported us, and our wonderful
community in Denton, Texas for our 32st Annual
Texas Storytelling Festival on March 9-12, 2017!
A huge thanks goes out to artistic director Jay
Stailey and managing director Kay Tobola for their
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We Love Liars!
Skip Skipworth took top honors as the biggest liar
at the 2017 Texas Storytelling Festival Lairs’ Contest,
followed closely by the second and third place
winners, Libby Tipton and Lorene Stilwell.
Judges for the event were some of Denton’s finest
folks: Denton County Constable Johnny Hammons,
Denton County Presiding Judge Mary Horn, and
community leaders Frenchy and Teri Rheault.

outstanding energetic fun-filled story concert! Thank
you to our judges, Ann Marie Newman, Minetta
Caldwell Smith, David Claunch, and Fred E Peters,
who scored in fractions, because our storytelllers are
that good! Thank you, Katy Herrera for keeping us in
time. A big thank you to Jay Stailey for getting this
party started and for bringing such incredible talent
to the 32nd Annual Texas Storytelling Festival. See all
y’all next year!

A special thanks to emcee Sheila Starks Philips,
judge procurer Marian Fleischman, and three other
fine prevaricators Judy Alton, Gary Whitaker, and
Connie Stockelman.
Donna Ingham, Lairs’ Concert Producer

Story Swap

Shayne Larango, Story Slam Producer

We had fifteen Story Swap tellers this year from
as far away as North Carolina and Washington state!
They shared well-crafted and well-delivered stories.
All were awarded “I told MY story” buttons. We
enjoyed stories about the romantic adventures of
a Cuban cockroach, a family of skunks crossing the
road, staying clean while loading hogs, and throwing
cans of pork and beans out the window while driving
an old jalopy – and much more! Story swap is an
opportunity for beginning tellers to experience the
interaction with a supportive, friendly audience. It
is also an opportunity for those more experienced
tellers to share their stories. Thanks to everyone who
shared stories: Margaret Clauder, Minetta Smith, Tom
Yeager, Debbie Ann Allison, Philip Drexler, Greg Coree,
Judy Hart, Kanute Rarey, Charlie Whipple, Rebecca
Hom, Daniel Jones, Fred Peters, Catherine Ezzell, Bret
Wells, and Paul Normandin.

Kid’s Day
Our First Taste of Tales Family Concert was
filled by enthusiastic
listeners from babies
to great grandparents.
It was fun to emcee
with March limerick
intros to each teller!
Featured storyteller,
Carolina Quiroga-Stultz
told a crowd pleaser
with total participation
called Juan Bobo and
the Flies. Mrs. Claus
told a holiday tale since
Margaret Clauder didn’t
arrive on time (they could have been sisters!). Nancy
Burks Worcester and “Larry” had us laughing until
our insides hurt. Sue Young sang a beautiful song and
told a few fabulous stories and David Claunch ended
this exceptional concert with “The Bubble” story.

Judy Allton, Story Swap Producer

Story Slam
Tejas Storytelling debut StorySlam Concert.
Congratulations Paul Normandin, our King for
a Day and winner of the golden light-up singing
microphone, reminding you that every story is
magical. Congratulations to all our first runnerups Jyoti Kapoor Subramanian, Shelia Phillips, Kim
Lehman, Greg Goree, Daniel Jones, Gary Whitaker,
Nancy Burks Worcester, Libby Shelton Tipton, Gene
Helmick-Richardson, Kanute Rarey. Y’all made an

“The Enormous Turnip” puppet show followed in
the back of the Civic Center while parents signed
their eager kids up for our two workshops geared for
the younger and the older levels. Jaye McLaughlin,
Janet Latham, and Elizabeth Beamon should all be
proud of their L’l D Guild’s production to promote the
selling of puppets, books, CD’s, and musical rhythm
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instruments in our StoryStore. Jaye told me that the
store got pretty busy after that!

Appetites were worked up and both groups
finished up the fun day with Pizza on the Patio where
we had the best youth storytellers around! A huge
BRAVO goes out to Toni Simmon’s Youth tellers
David Brock, Noah Robertson, and Saniyah McGrew
- all from the Zula B. Wylie Public Library in Cedar
Hill, TX. It certainly wasn’t hard to ask for volunteer
storytellers from the audience after the youth
performed. We had an additional 4 stories told by
folks who didn’t think they were storytellers. Thank
you to Kim Lehman for lending and setting up her
own sound system outside for our youth storytellers!

The Little Kids Workshop (7 and younger) took
place in the Woman’s Building thank goodness
because they had over 62 bodies in there, including
the parents. Elizabeth Beamon brought her finger
plays, puppets, and stories while Sue Young brought
her guitar, voice, and well-loved children’s songs to
share out for about 1 hour.

There’s no way this activity filled day could happen
without our many volunteers! A HUGE thank you
to the following folks: Storyteller Darci Tucker for
running our registration table, Gage Benbow who
helped to set up tables for our Pizza lunch, run the
registration forms around to catch late arrivers, hand
out pizza, and help the cleanup process. Thank you
to Valerie Kimble for organizing the Pizza-cookiewater Lunch setup and passing it all out and it was
a family affair with A.J. and her 3 beautiful kids at
lunch - thank you for all of your help! Kay Tobola,
our festival manager, had my back the whole time.
She made sure the tables were set up, rooms were
unlocked, and food was ordered - it certainly took a
Storytelling village!

The Big Kids (8 and Older) had the likes of David
Claunch and Margaret Clauder, both balloonists,
storytellers/clowns sharing the art of creating from
balloons in the Emily Fowler Public Library Meeting
Room. Families were engaged creating animals and
even whirly gigs. A fun game was to keep the balloon
loop twirling around the balloon pole all while the
music played - so many colors dancing in the air.
Thank you to all the parents who stepped up to give
other kids a hand at tying the balloon knots! The
room was full with approximately 50 warm bodies up
and dancing with those balloons.

I can’t wait until next year!
Sue Kuentz, Kid’s Day Organizer/TSA Board Member

Thank You Volunteers
Oodles and Oodles of THANKS to the more than
60 volunteers who worked over 333 hours! You came
and you gave your time, energy and equipment. You
made your Festival a success. Know that without you
it we could not produce an event of this magnitude.
Once again you proved the power and success that
volunteers bring to any endeavor. A simple thank you
seems so inadequate, but I know of no better way to
express my appreciation than a great big THANK YOU
for being there.
My best,
Leslie Buie, Volunteer Coordinator/TSA Board Member
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Congratulations to Our
Winning Volunteers!

Looking Ahead
to Festival 2018

Two Tejas Storytelling Association 1 year
memberships were donated to two volunteers at
the 32nd Annual Texas Storytelling Festival. An
anonymous donor donated a youth membership in
the memory of Scooter Ollis, Elizabeth Ellis’s son, and
an adult membership in the memory of Jerry Young.

A month later, and thoughts of the 2017 Texas
Storytelling Festival still bring a smile and a sigh of
relief. It was a very good festival! When the featured
tellers spoke of hospitality and enjoyment they
had experienced while at the festival, it was the
recognition of the community of storytelling that
lives in the Civic Center in March each spring. And
that community is representative of a broader
storytelling community across our multi-state area
in guilds, schools, other festivals, house parties,
churches, and our families’ tables.

Winners were determined by a drawing from all
applicants in each of the two categories at the end
of the Festival. Volunteers must have entered their
name in the drawing to be eligible to win.
Our Youth Membership Winner is Kaelyn Homeyer!
Our Adult Membership Winner is Charline Keaton!

And now to get ready for the 2018 festival
Featured tellers has been booked; buildings have
been reserved; grants are being written. As things
slow down a bit until the fall, there IS one more thing
before we go off into summer.

Spreading the Word
about Storytelling

We have volunteer leadership jobs that need to be
claimed.

Two of our wonderful Denton volunteers,
Bridget and Jenna, from the Anthropology Student
Association at www.facebook.com/ASAatUNT
put out our festival posters and cards around the
University of North Texas in Denton. Thanks to both
of them for their hard work.

Who is eligible
• Any member, with the necessary skills, or a
member who wants to develop skills.
• Any member who has done these tasks before
and knows the festival relies on membership
to do the heavy lifting (literally and figuratively)
behind the scenes.
• Anyone who attended the festival and became
a member as the first step of joining in;
volunteering is the next step.
• A person who attended the festival, had a great
time, noticed people having a good time, and
wants to join in.

What are the positions
Chairpersons design and facilitate logistical
tasks. Because this is the 33rd festival, there are
precedents and guidelines that help direct. These
chairpersons work with the managing director who
reports to the board. The administrative director
supports the work of several of these committees.
Two positions are returning-Leslie Buie, Volunteers
and Kim Lehman.
Continued...
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We need these positions
filled
•
•
•
•
•

Silent Auction Chairperson
Concession Chairperson
Registration Chairperson
Hospitality Chairperson
Set-up and tear-down
Chairperson

Heading up the whole
committee more than you are
ready to take on, but you are
willing to lead and be responsible
for a part of the hospitality?
Well, we have something just for
you!

These hospitality events
need leads
•
•
•
•
•
•

Friday night dinner
Saturday night dinner
Green Room coordination
Friday and Saturday lunches
Kid’s Day Pizza lunch
Friday afternoon interlude
(Sweet Retreat last festival)

And one last set of
tasks-Ambassadors
This is an idea that has not
fully developed for our festival.
Hopefully, in 2018, it will become
a festival tradition. The idea is
one person volunteers for one
featured teller. The ambassador
is the teller’s go-to person during
the festival.
Looking forward to hearing
from YOU!
Please email or text to volunteer.
Kay Tobola
Managing Director Texas Storytelling Festival
and TSA Board Member
Tejasstories2tell@gmail.com
713.408.1958
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10-4-10 Tejas Storytelling
Association Accessible
Website Fund
Dear Tejas Storytelling Association and Friends of TSA,

2016-2017 TSA
Governing Board
Larry Thompson, President,
lthompson551@gmail.com
Rebba Raine Teller, Vice President
rabbiraine@gmail.com
Granville Ott, Treasurer
gott_austin@yahoo.com
Sue Kuentz, Secretary
sue.kuentz@gmail.com
Leslie Buie, Volunteer Coordinator
lesliebuie@aol.com
Mary Margaret Campbell,
Nominating and Awards
Committees
marymargaret@
georgeweststoryfest.org
Mel Davenport, Member at Large
luvandstories@aol.com
Kim Lehman, Public Relations and
Marketing
kim.lehman@sbcglobal.net
Reba Ott
gott_austin@yahoo.com
Kay Tobola, Festival Managing
Director
tejasstories2tell@gmail.com
James West, Member at Large
james@commoncompany.org
Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a
non-profit organization dedicated
to fostering the appreciation of
storytelling as an oral tradition, a
performing art,
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

We looking for 70 dedicated and techno-savvy folks to step
forward and pledge $10 a month for 10 months to help get the new
TSA Accessible Website up and running.  Can you be one of those 70
folks?  That is about 25% of our current membership.  Of course, we will
welcome more! But, at this moment, 70 pledges of $100 over the next
10 months will get us to our goal of having an accessible website up and
running for all to see. (Your pledge may be paid in one payment if you
choose.)
Accessibility on websites is not automatic. For people with visual,
auditory and physical issues, it can be quite challenging to access
information about TSA from our present website. And, accessibility
does not come cheap. However, after careful consideration and
research, we have come to a decision about the folks who can
accomplish this for us. Now, all we need are the funds.
And why is accessibility so important? Think about this. TSA prides
itself on the fact that we have always provided American Sign Language
(ASL) signers to assist those who cannot hear to still fully enjoy our
festival events. This is not true of our present website, but that can be
fixed by the building and launching of an accessible website. And, that
is our final aim in this fund raising effort.
So, will you not please consider becoming a TSA Techie? Support our
efforts. Pledge 10-4-10!
In return for your support, we pledge to each of you who donate to
this fundraiser a fully accessible business card ad on our new website
for the first two years that it is up and running. Think of it: a business
card-sized ad that runs for 24 months at a cost of $100. That is only $50
a year. Now, that is a bargain. Plus, you get a tax write-off and the joy of
knowing that you have contributed to such a worthy cause.
The Officers and Board of TSA

Be a Part of TSA Every Day
on Social Media
Do you love being on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram? Do you enjoy
connecting with people and telling them about storytelling? Use your
skills and knowledge! Come and join TSA on social media! Help us to
grow in this ever changing world of technology and reach more people
for storytelling! We are looking for volunteers for Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram. We need you!! If you are interested, please contact us at
tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
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Guild News
Houston Storytellers’ Guild

Mesquite Storytellers of Abilene

The Houston Storytellers’ Guild is happily
ensconced in their new venue at Temple Emanu El
on Sunset Blvd., right across the street from Rice
University, meeting on the 4th Tuesday of each
month beginning at 7 p.m.

Abbie Randolph, Beverly Priddy and Gail McMillan
from the Mesquite Storytellers of Abilene attended
the Texas Festival and declared it was greater that
great.

The Guild has a new opportunity. We will be
partnering with a local theater in southwest Houston
and will be presenting storytelling concerts multiple
times in the coming months. Our radio show So,
What’s Your Story, on KPFT has been bumped up
to a new and exciting slot on Wednesdays at 9 p.m.
weekly. Larry Thompson will be a “teller guest” on
the program very soon. If anyone would like to come
into Houston to be on the radio show just contact
Hank Roubicek…he’s the one who could provide that
opportunity. And last, but certainly not least, our
world-famous Liars’ Contest took place on Saturday,
April 8, at Houston Baptist University. An amazing
line-up of tellers amazed us, astounded us and had
us teetering on the edge of disbelief. Sorry if you
missed this 29th HOUSTON AREA LIARS’ CONTEST,
arguably the best in the state.

Storytellers of the High Plains
Storytellers of the High Plains members will be
attending the 2017 WTAMU Storytelling Festival on
May 5th which features SHP Guild member, Eldrena
Douma. The day long festival includes two children’s
concerts in the morning at 10:00 and 11:15, an
afternoon workshop and the evening concert at 7:00
p.m. which features six graduate students enrolled in
the Art of Storytelling, as well as professional teller
Eldrena Douma. The theme for the festival selected
by the students is Symphony of Story: Many Notes,
One Song. All performances take place in the Fine
Arts Complex at West Texas A&M University and are
offered at no charge to the public.

Tarrant Area Guild of Storytellers
Six Storytellers from TAGS will be going down to
Salado and presenting a concert on Saturday night,
April 29th at the Table Rock Amphitheater. The
storytellers planning on going are: Gary Whitaker,
Fred Peters, DeCee Cornish, Jaye McLaughlin,
Elizabeth Beamon and Nancy Burks Worcester.

Lil D Storytelling Guild
Members of the Lil
D Storytelling Guild
performed their own
version of the giant
turnip for kids’ day
at the recent Texas
Storytelling Festival.
Not only did this
entertain the children
attending the family
day event, it also showcased the stage puppets
available for sale in the Story Store manned by
Jaye McLaughlin. The Guild’s retelling of The Turnip
involved animals (puppets) stranded by the closing
of Bwana Bill’s Wildlife Safari desperately searching
for something to eat, and of course, being saved
with the discovery of one large turnip. Script by
Janet Latham. Giant Turnip creator Karla Salade.
Puppeteers members of Lil D Storytelling Guild.

Dallas Storytelling Guild
The Dallas Storytelling Guild is celebrating its longtime member, past president and always gracious
hostess Traphene Hickman being selected as this
year’s recipient for the John Henry Faulk Award.
Now our members are gearing up for the annual
Legends, Lies and Fables this April at Dallas Heritage
Village. Public and private elementary schools bring
their students to visit the historic buildings at the
park, several at which include our members who
share stores with the kids.
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North 40 Guild

San Antonio Storytellers

The North 40 Storytelling Guild
hosted a workshop and concert
by Fran Stallings for their January
meeting. Fran’s workshop topic was
Audience Participation Storytelling.
She shared various types of
participation and led the guild in
different exercises to illustrate them.
Her concert, which was open to the
public, included stories that had opportunities for
participation from the audience. It was a great event.

The San Antonio Storytellers (http://www.
sanantoniostorytellers.com) is organizing a
storytelling afternoon at The Mexican Cultural
Institute, Día de los Niños y Niñas: Stories from all
around the World. A Multicultural and Multilingual
at 600 Hemisfair Plaza Way from 3:00–5:00 pm.
Admission is free! Come enjoy some of the best adult
and youth storytelling performers in San Antonio and
participate in their tales.
SA Reads and the UTSA Department of Education
will be providing FREE books, used and new, for our
audiences members who come, participate, and
enjoy a fun afternoon of Myths, Legends, Fairy Tales
and Folktales from all around the world.

The North 40 Guild was well represented at the
Tejas Storytelling
Festival. Not only
did members attend
the various concerts
and workshops
but members were
active in leading
and participating in
events. Ann Marie
Newman produced
the Thursday night
concert Spooked:
Goosebump Stories
Ann Marie with Shayne Larango
for Brave Listeners.
and James West
She promoted the
event of Facebook
with a video featuring
the eerie tellers.
Beth Ayers shared
two original spooky
poems and Steve
McClure had his own
version of an interview
with a vampire.
On Friday Regina
Rising Star
Stone Matthews
Regina Stone Matthews
was honored as a
Rising Star in that concert. She shared her experience
on the Howdy Doody show which literally stopped
that show which had to cut to a commercial.

This event is sponsored by The Mexican Cultural
Institute. Special thanks to The Tejas Storytelling
Association, SA Reads and UTSA Department of
Education.
Contact Sheila Phillips to get your
Guild Happenings into a future Tejas Teller!

Remembering Eric Strong
Eric Strong, a noted storyteller
and community advocate of East
Lubbock died at age 64. Strong
was Director of the Lubbock
Roots Historical Society. His most
recent project was the design and
development of the Historic East
Lubbock Gateway, dedicated to
educating people all over the world about the
influence of African American culture in West
Texas. Eric has told stories on the Texas Storytelling
Festival stage.
Learn more about Eric
• Eric’s webpage - http://ericstrongstoryteller.
com/
• KCBD News Story - http://www.kcbd.com/
story/34946504/remembering-eric-strong
• Lubbock Avalanche-Journal - http://
lubbockonline.com/local/2017-03-11/lubbockstoryteller-community-advocate-eric-strongdead-64

Our own Betsy Moiser was awarded the Marvin
Brown Volunteer Award. She has spent many hours
helping at the office, providing goodies for the
Green Room and heading up the Tellers in the School
program. Well done Betsy!
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Storytelling Opportunties
Texas Library Association
Conference

Student voice is an essential part of authentic
learning; Moth storytelling can make spaces for
your students to share what they want to tell. The
Institute is for you whether you’re an experienced
teacher looking to fine-tune new strategies, or a
curious newcomer eager to learn more about Moth
storytelling.

April 19–21 in San Antonio
Presented by the Storytelling Round Table
San Antonio Conference Center/Grand Hyatt Hotel
Special guest: Storyteller Beth Horner
The evening concert on Thursday at 7:00 pm is
free! Featured tellers are Beth Horner, DeCee Cornish,
Sue Young and Candy Casseb.
Storytelling workshops
throughout the conference
will be presented by Beth
Horner, Bernadette Nason,
Sue Kuentz, Toni Simmons,
and Carolina Quiroga-Stultz. To attend other events,
you may register as a nonmember or join TLA to
qualify for member discounts. There are also day and
full-conference rates. Finally, visit the TLA Exhibits to
see the booths of many more storytelling friends.

The weekend will feature two lively, story-worthy
days: panel discussions featuring Moth student
alumni, workshops focused on Moth pedagogy and
approaches, and an opportunity for you to craft your
own story. The weekend will close with our very own
Teacher StorySLAM!

For more information, contact TLA (800) 580-2852
or visit website: http://www.txla.org

Liz Weir, Irish storyteller extraordinaire, will meet
up with this planned trip to Ireland, March 19-31,
2018. Rebba Raine, Chief Rabbi of HaShem’s House
International, will be group leader for the Shades of
Ireland (featuring North Ireland) through Collette
Tours. Calling it a Peace Tour, Rebba Raine decided
to take this trip to not only visit the area around
Belfast, where she has never toured on her earlier
trips to Ireland, but also to bring groups of people
together...family, friends, clergy, storytellers. Born
on St. Patrick’s Day, Rebba Raine has always had
a soft spot in her heart for Ireland. Rebba Raine is
planning to invite other Irish storytellers to join the
group at various points in the tour which will include
Dublin, Kilkenny, Waterford, Killarney, Galway, Derry,
Kingscourt and much more.

Space is limited. Attendance to the Institute is by
application only. You can find out more about the
Institute and apply here. Questions? Reach out to us
at education@themoth.org.

Storytelling Trip to Ireland

The Moth Teacher Institute
June 23-25, 2017: New York City
The Moth Teacher Institute brings together inservice K-12 teachers from across the country who
currently use—or are eager to bring—Moth stories
to their classrooms and school communities.
This institute is designed for teachers looking to
learn from experienced Moth instructors, storytellers
and directors.
Our goal is to further the impact that true,
personal storytelling can have on student
engagement and school community. Student
storytelling can challenge dominant narratives
about young people’s lives, while developing new
ways for students to listen to each other in classroom
spaces. Students develop important skills, from
social-emotional
capacities to critical
speaking, listening and
narrative skills.

For more information and a brochure contact
Rebba Raine at rabbiraine@gmail.com.
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Storytelling Calendar
April 20 – San Antonio, TX

May 5 – Canyon, TX

Evening Storytelling Concert with Texas Library
Association
Grand Hyatt Hotel
7:00 pm
Presented by the Storytelling Round Table featuring
Beth Horner, DeCee Cornish, Sue Young and Candy
Casseb

WTAMU Storytelling Festival
Fine Arts Complex at West Texas A&M
Featuring Eldrena Douma
https://www.facebook.com/Panha
ndleStorytellingGuild/
May 5-7 – Arlington, TX
The Texas Scottish Festival and Highland Games
http://www.texasscottishfestival.com/index.htm

April 19-23 – Denton, TX

June 2-3 – Oklahoma City, OK

Thin Line Festival
www.thinline.us

Spirit of Oklahoma Storytelling Festival
Eastlake Cumberland Presbyterian Church 700 SW
134th Street
Featuring Territory Tellers
https://territorytellers.com/
www.facebook.com/Spirit-of-Oklahoma-StorytellingFestival-215235855349474/

April 28-29 – Downs, KS
Kansas Storytelling Festival
Featuring Adam Miller, Brian “Fox” Ellis, Linda
Gorham, and Downs Legends
http://kansasstorytelling.com/



April 29 – Salado, TX

June 23-25 – New York City, NY

Spring Celebration of the Arts
Table Rock Amphitheater
Tarrant Area Guild of Storytellers: Gary Whitaker, Fred
Peters, DeCee Cornish, Jaye McLaughlin, Elizabeth
Beamon and Nancy Burks Worcester.
http://www.tablerock.org/events.php

The Moth Teacher Institute
Attendance to the Institute is by application
only. You can find out more about the Institute
and apply here. Questions? Reach out to us
at education@themoth.org.

April 30 – San Antonio, TX
Día de los Niños y Niñas: Stories from all around the
World. A Multicultural and Multilingual Storytelling
Event
Mexican Cultural Institute, 600 Hemisfair Plaza Way
Time: 3 to 5 PM
www.sanantoniostorytellers.com
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http://timpfest.org/

June 29-July 2 – Kansas City, MO

October 13 and 14 – Frisco, TX

National Storytelling Conference
“All Our Voices: Stories of Immigration and
Migration”
Registration before May 1 for discounted rate.
http://www.storynet.org/conference/index.html

Lone Star Storytelling Festival
Featuring Don White, Kevin Kling, and Lone Star
Storytellers
http://www.lonestarstories.org/

October 20-22 – Port Angeles, WA
Forest Storytelling Festival
www.ClallamStoryPeople.org

November 3-5 – George West, TX
29th Annual George West Storyfest
Featuring Mary Ann Blue, Darci Tucker, and Andy
Hedges
www.georgeweststoryfest.org

2018 Events
July 7-8 – Lafayette, LA

March 8-11, 2018 – Denton, TX

Stories on the Bayou (Contes sur le Bayou)
Vermilionville at 300 Fisher Road
Sponsored by the Bayouland Storytellers Guild of
Southwestern Louisiana
337-261-1940
bsguild@lusfiber.net

Ongoing Storytelling Events

33rd Annual Texas Storytelling Festival

“What’s Your Story” radio show on KPFT, 90.1 FM
Thursday nights at 10 pm – Houston, TX
Sponsored by the Houston Storytelling Guild
https://www.facebook.com/SoWhatsYourStory
Living Room: Storytime for Grown-Ups
First Saturday of the month – Austin, TX
Scottish Rite Theater at 207 W. 18th
7:30 pm
https://www.facebook.com/The-Living-RoomStorytime-for-Grownups-107681119259738/

We want to know about your storytelling events but
first you need to tell us!

September 7-9 – Lehi, UT

Please send your event announcements to
kim.lehman@sbcglobal.net.

28th Annual Timpanogos Storytelling Conference
and Festival

To have your events appear on the TSA website,
fill out the form at
http://www.tejasstorytelling.com/calendar.html
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TEJAS STORYTELLING ASSOCIATION
Our mission is to foster an appreciation of storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art, and an
educational tool. Our members are a vital part is making this mission succeed. We need you!

MEMBERSHIP

DONATIONS

If you are not a member, come and join our storytelling
family and friends in our region. We can spread the tradition
and the power of storytelling. All are welcome; every member is
important, whether story listener, storyteller, or story lover.

We need your support in our mission
of storytelling. Please send your tax
deductible donation in support of
storytelling and our mission in this
region. Thank you!

Even you took some time off or been a member in the past,
we would love have you back!
Membership Categories: (Yearly)
Individual: ........................................$35
Family: ..............................................$60
Organization: .................................. $75
Youth (age 18 and younger):........$10

»» CHECK: Mail your donation check
to TSA, P.O. Box 2806, Denton, TX
76202.
»» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.
org/Donations

»» CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application found on our
website and mail with your check or credit card information
to TSA, P.O. Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202.
»» PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940-380-9320.
Beverly will return your call, answer your questions, and
record your credit card information for billing.
»» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Membership

P.O.Box 2806
Denton, TX 76202

The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter
published by the Tejas Storytelling
Association.

Tejas Teller submission deadline is the last
Friday of the month that precedes the next
print cycle: January, April, July, October.

Kim Lehman, editor
Raine Teller, co-editor
Beverly Benbow, co-editor and contributor
Karen Wollscheid, production
Sheila Phillips, Guild News editor
Mary Grace Ketner, NSN News contributor
Larry Thompson, contributor
Elizabeth Ellis, columnist

General news items or inquiries can be sent to
the editor.
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Guild News items should be sent to Sheila
Phillips at zoolady@airmail.net
Currently the Tejas Teller is being distributed
electronically to email addresses stored with
TSA records. If you would like a printed copy of
the newsletter, please notify Beverly at tsa@
tejasstorytelling.com

