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Don’t miss any of the Facebook and Twitter 
posts highlighting storytellers, concerts and 
activities at the Texas Storytelling Festival.

Like us! Become a friend! Share the posts! 
Spread the love!

www.facebook.com/tejasstorytelling

https://twitter.com/@tejastales

It’s Almost Festival Time!
Ready to Register for the 
Festival?

A couple to things to do before you begin 
registering on-line:

Not a member? If you want to enjoy the member 
discount on admission to the Texas Storytelling 
Festival, first join here http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/
Membership After you join, a link will direct you to 
festival registration.

Already a member? To check, renew or update 
your membership, log in to your profile at http://
tsa23.wildapricot.org/Sys/Profile with your 
email address and password and follow suggested 
actions on your profile screen. 
If you don’t know your password reset it at http://
tsa23.wildapricot.org/Sys/ResetPasswordRequest

If your membership is not up to date, you will not 
see member discount options.

Early Bird Registration
Members: $60 for festival, $35 for TSA 

membership

Non-Members: $95

More Dates to Keep in Mind
February 15 is the deadline to send a festival 

program book ad. http://www.tejasstorytelling.com/
festival/program-book.html

February 23 is the deadline for early bird 
registration and festival hotel rates. http://www.
tejasstorytelling.com/festival/tickets.html

TEJAS STORYTELLING ASSOCIATION
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Thursday, March 8
7:00-9:15 pm
Boot Hill Ghost Story 
Concert - FREE!

Darci Tucker, Marilyn Kinsella, Decee Cornish, Lorene Stilwell, Judy Dockrey 
Young, Adam Booth, Tim Tingle. 
Emcee Tim Tingle

Friday, March 9
9:00-10:30 am 
33 in Little D Opening 
Concert of Featured Tellers

Adam Booth, Beth Horner, Laura Packer, Tim Tingle. 
Emcee Tim Couch

10:45 am-12:15 pm
Stories North of Ordinary 
Concert

Shayne Larango, Carolina Quiroga-Stultz, Foluso Oulade, Elizabeth Ellis, Sheila 
Bustillos, Laura Packer. 
Emcee Danielle Bellone

1:15-2:15 pm
John Henry Faulk Concert

John Davis, Rosemary Davis, Jay Stailey. 
Emcee Donna Ingham

1:15-2:15 pm
Talk of the Town Side Show

Ashton,” Adam Booth 
(Women’s Bldg.)

2:30-3:45 pm
Two Chairs Telling - 
Conversation and Stories

Moderator Loren Niemi with Tim Tingle and Laura Packer

4:15-5:15 pm 
Rising Stars Concert: 
Favorite Tellers from our 
Guilds - FREE!

Sandra Aguirre-Magana - El Paso Storytelling Guild, El Paso; Tony Carroll - Doc 
Moore Storytelling Guild, Bulverde; Karla Salade - Li’l D Storytelling Guild, 
Denton; Maddison Fowler and Jackie Llewellyn - Storytellers of the High 
Plains Guild, Amarillo; Elaine Clark - Heart of Texas Guild, Waco. 
Emcee Richard Nash

4:15-5:15 pm
Talk of the Town Side Show

“Country Girl, City Girl” Beth Horner 
(Women’s Bldg.)

7:30-10:00 pm
Quakertown Theatre 
Concert: Featured Tellers

Laura Packer, Adam Booth, Beth Horner, Tim Tingle.
 Emcee Elizabeth Ellis

Saturday, March 10
9:00-10:30 am
McKinney Street 
School Show-and-Tell Family 
Concert - FREE!

Beth Horner, Nancy Simpson, Mark Babino, Gary Whitaker, LACA Bridges, 
Phoebe Beckelhymer - National Youth Storytelling Torchbearer. 
Emcee Sue Kuentz

10:45-12:15 pm
Liars Contest

Leslie Buie, Ann Coleman, Mike Cox, Joyce Ormand, Brooke Pillifant, Skip 
Skipworth, Larry Thompson. 
Emcee Sheila Phillips

1:30-3:00 pm
True Life Urban Legends 
Story Slam 

with Emcees Shayne Larango and Paul Normandin

Festival Concerts
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3:15-4:45 pm
City Limits: Fringe Concert 
- FREE!

Karen Watson, Michael Brundy, Bernadette Nason. Emcee Fran Stallings

7:30-10:00 pm
Saturday Night Concert
at the Talkies: Featured 
Tellers

Tim Tingle, Adam Booth, Laura Packer, Beth Horner. Emcee MaryAnn Blue

Sunday, March 11
9:30-11:00 am
Sacred Tales 
Concert - FREE!

Sheila Arnold Jones, Ann Marie Newman, Laura Packer, Charles Porterfield. 
Emcee Peggy Helmick-Richardson

11:30 am-1:00 pm
Farewell, Storyville!: 
Closing Concert of Featured 
Tellers

Adam Booth, Beth Horner, Laura Packer, Tim Tingle. Emcee Kim Lehman
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Festival

Festival Workshops
•	 The Wild and Wacky World of Fractured Fairy Tales presented by Marilyn Kinsella
•	 Developing Your Five-Minute Story presented by Paul Normandin
•	 Science: Tell it Like a Story presented by Fran Stallings
•	 Start with the Truth: Then Stretch It presented by Donna Ingham
•	 Talk, Talk, Take-away! presented by Tim Tingle
•	 Walking to Find Poems and Stories presented by Loren Niemi
•	 Playful Creativity: Breaking Blocks, Deepening Telling, Fooling Your Insecurities Away presented by Laura Packer
•	 So You Want to Be a Storyteller? You already Are! presented by Sheila Starks Phillips
•	 Cinematics in Storytelling presented by Adam Booth
•	 Collaboration: How Great Teams Are Made presented by Beth Horner
•	 Folktales, Fairy Tales, and Social Justice presented by Sheila Arnold Jones

Silent Auction
We call it a “Silent” Auction, but that all changes Saturday night when you’ll hear the high bidders shouting 

as far away as Oklahoma City! In fact, you will probably hear the winner of ADAM BOOTH’s original Texas-
Storytelling-Festival-themed song all the way to Omaha!

Bring your artwork or craft pieces, needlework, ready-to-wear story accessories or other memorable to 
place in the auction, then bid on the fabulous items others brought!

Festival Program Book Advertising
Get the Word Out to Story Lovers!
Interested in buying an ad in the Texas Storytelling Festival Program Booklet? Many folks like to thank 

someone special, promote their upcoming event, broadcast their guild activities, or advertise their own fine 
work. You can too!

TSA keeps the Festival Program for download on our website all year long until our next festival, so people 
will see your advertisement throughout 2018 into 2019!

Program Ad Sizes and Rates

Full-page ads - $95 - (5” W x 8” H, vertical only)

Half-page ads - $60 - (5” W x 3-7/8” H, horizontal only)

Quarter-page - $40 - Horizontal ads (5” W x 1-7/8” H)

Quarter-page - $40 - Vertical ads (2 1/2” W x 3-7/8” H)

Deadline: Thursday, February 15

Questions or Inquiries: Contact Beverly at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com or 940-380-9320 or go to http://www.
tejasstorytelling.com/festival/program-book.html
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Be an Active Part of the 
2018 Festival

What is a great way to meet new people, make 
new friends and contribute to the success of 
the festival? I can’t think of a better way than 
volunteering to help at the festival. A little effort by 
many makes the job easy.

Volunteers are needed to help in the following 
activities:

•	 Registration
•	 Pre-registration (work with Beverly during the 

week before Festival)
•	 Concessions
•	 Silent Auction
•	 Story Store (Late teens or adults with the ability 

to calculate costs and handle money.)
•	 Youth Day
•	 Green Room (make good coffee, etc. )
•	 Set-up and Breakdown: 

	 •  Set-up, arrange and take down chairs  
	     and tables 
	 •  Unpack and pack boxes 
	 •  Move boxes from and to storage 
	 •  Other grunt work as needed

•	 Provide a truck (pick-up or larger) to transport 
supplies and equipment from and to storage on 
Thursday and/or Sunday.

•	 Drivers to transport Tellers from and to 
airport(s)

•	 Ambassadors – Personal assistant to one of our 
featured tellers throughout the Festival –

helping them with schedule and transportation 
between hotel and Festival – making their visit 
uncomplicated and pleasant – may or may not be the 
driver who transports them from and to airports.

Supervision and guidance will be provided. 
Whether two hours or twenty, you can contribute to 
the success of your Festival.

Select the area of your choice and contact 
Leslie Buie – email: lesliebuie@aol.com, phone: 
972-772-0415

Festival

Talk of the Town: 
Denton’s Cowboy Mafia

Rex Cauble doesn’t have streets or parks named 
after him in Denton, his home town. In fact, most 
Dentonites would just as soon forget the trail boss 
of the Cowboy 
Mafia, the most 
prolific marijuana 
importers in 
Texas of half a 
century ago. One 
of his shrimp 
boats was 
finally seized 
as the cowboy 
smugglers were 
unloading their 
cargo in Port 
Arthur. After a 
lengthy trial, 
Cauble was 
sentenced 
to ten concurrent terms in prison, which he 
completed in 1987, then lived another fifteen years 
with his marriage and his fortune in jeopardy. 
Additional accounts of Cauble and the Cowboy 
Mafia may be found in a new book, Catching 
the Katy (Dorance, 2017), or you can read the 
abbreviated but still dissolute version of his final 
years online in D Magazine. https://www.dmagazine.
com/publications/d-magazine/1990/january/
rex-josephine/
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TSA News and Information

Looking for Board Members
Board members are retiring in June of 2018.

Here is your opportunity to become part of the 
board. Your membership entitles you to volunteer to 
come on the board.

We need you now!

Do you have money managing skills? Know a 
lawyer, CPA, accountant that would love to be a part 
of this dynamic organization?

We also need someone with skills in event planning 
or grant writing.

Are you a storytelling or a story lover with a desire 
to grow your profession? Do you or anyone in your 
guild have these skills that will enhance our Board’s 
ability to support our mission to promote storytelling 
across the realm?

Want to explore the possibilities with a present 
Board member? Again: We need you now!

Contact us! Call Rebba Raine Teller at 512-829-
4950 or e-mail her at rabbiraine@gmail.com

Being on the Board is not all work. Here are some of 
your board members after a productive board retreat. 

Carolina Quiroga-Stultz, Tom Yeager, Kim Lehman, 
Kay Tobola, Leslie Buie, our Board President, Richard 

Nash, Sue Kuentz, and Gary Whitaker. Missing is Raine 
Teller, James West, Reba and Granville Ott.

Doc Moore Educational 
Outreach Fund Program

The Doc Moore Educational Outreach Fund is 
available to Affiliate Guilds in good standing and can 
help bring an exceptional storyteller to your guild for 
storytelling workshops. The Fund is used to offset 
travel expenses for storyteller. TSA maintains a list of 
exceptional and available performers and will assist 
the guild in selecting the perfect teller.

These workshops are a three-way mutual support 
agreement between TSA, a local guild, and an 
independent storyteller/workshop facilitator. The 
workshop must be free and open to the public, 
though guild members may be asked to pay 
(especially if the guild is small and doesn’t have a 
bank account.)

Here’s how the basic process works:

•	 A local guild discusses offering a workshop and 
contacts TSA.

•	 Using the included form, the Guild describes the 
kind of workshop needed: beginner workshop, 
intermediate workshop, workshop for a specific 
topic (folktales, personal stories, humor, etc.) 
and any other requirements (specific date, 
preferred storyteller, etc.)

•	 TSA contacts an appropriate storyteller who 
agrees to lead the workshop

•	 The guild finds a location, does the local 
promotion for the workshop, and assumes 
responsibility for the care and feeding of the 
storyteller while there

Though the storyteller may not accept a fee for 
the workshop, TSA pays their mileage from the Doc 
Moore Educational Outreach Fund.

The guild and storyteller are free to make 
arrangements for other ways to support the 
storyteller such as CD or book sales or a concert for 
which the teller would be paid.

Contact Reba Ott the Doc Moore Educational 
Outreach Fund Chair at got_austin@yahoo.com or 
512-258-3345.
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NSN News

TSA News and Information

Important: Membership!!!!!
We are printing our bi-annual Membership 

Directory in 2018!

Your membership must be current and contact 
information must be current before we print!

If you are not a member, JOIN US!

You will get the lowest rate to the 2018 Texas 
Storytelling Festival and Texas Storytelling 
Conference and other benefits!

1. Login into our membership database: tsa23.
wildapricot.org with your membership email and 
password. You can make corrections and pay for 
membership through PayPal.

2. Email Beverly at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com or 
call 940-380-9320 to pay your membership and 
change your information.

For more membership information and payment, 
go to the end of this newsletter or go to www.
tejasstorytelling.com/membership.html

Nominations for the Colson-
Herndon Educator’s Award

Our Summer Conference will be June 29 - July 
1 in Ft. Worth and one very special award is given 
out to a deserving educator who has given of his 
or her time and talent to mentor an individual or 
group in the development of storytelling skills or has 
been instrumental in promoting an appreciation or 
integration of storytelling in their field. This award is 
given in honor of Ted Colson and Rosanna Herndon 
who promoted the integration of storytelling in their 
respective fields. We encourage you to nominate 
that special person by the deadline of March 15, 
2018.

Questions? Contact Sue Kuentz, awards chair at 
sue.kuentz@gmail.com.

Go to www.tejasstorytelling.com/awards.html to 
download the information and nomination form. And, 
you can email TSA at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com or 
call at 940-380-9320 to be emailed or mailed a form.

In Honor or In Memory of 
Donations

TSA would like to recognize this donation for the 
fourth quarter of 2017. Thank you for your support.

In Memory of Katheryn Aleen Johnson Jones, Kay 
Tobola’s Mother

By Mary Grace Ketner

While our national professional organization’s 
move to Kansas City has been going apace for 
several years, the transition has been smooth until 
recently when the goal of getting the huge new Web 
site absolutely perfect before it rolled out became 
testy. It’s still not final, but it’s up and running on the 
same beloved URL, storynet.org.

The good news is that you can add your voice and 
make it even better by volunteering to be an NSN 
guest blogger. What helpful discoveries have you 
made about storytelling? What special knowledge do 
you have about some genre or some aspect of the 
craft or business of storytelling? If you’ve ever given 
a successful workshop or talk, you probably have 
something to say to your colleagues.

In addition, past blog posts since 2011 are still 
there, and browsing them is almost like reading 
NSN’s Storytelling magazine. I’ll mention one other 
feature of the Web site: you can join NSN right there 
online, and, as a member of TSA, you get a 10% 
discount, to boot!

Editors Note: 
As a member of NSN you will have access to the 
ABC-Clio Greenwood Database. It offers searchable, 
full texts of thousands of traditional tales along with 
extensive cultural information and media support. 
If you are a member you can access it through the 
Digital Library of the Members Only page. https://
nsn.memberclicks.net/document-library
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Guild News

L’il D Storytelling Guild
The L’il D Storytelling Guild will have a Rising Star at the festival this year. Our own Karla Salade is a natural 

storyteller. She is a retired x-ray technician with many a tale to tell.

Houston Storytellers’ Guild
The Houston Storytellers’ Guild is embarking on a new project that promises to be a win/win situation. 

We are partnering with Company On-Stage, a local theater group in southwest Houston to present a series 
of concerts. The first one will be Friday & Saturday, January 12 & 13 beginning at 7 p.m. and the focus will be 
Animal Stories geared to children. A number of Guild tellers will be performing. The theater is located at 4930 
West Belfort.

Submitted by Sheila Starks Phillips

North 40 Storytellers’ Guild
December was a busy month for the North 40 Storytellers’ Guild. 

They share stories for the Heritage Farmstead’s Lantern Light. 
The sessions were well attended and the audiences enjoyed the 
Christmas, Hanukkah and winter stories. Our annual Christmas party 
and story sharing was such fun. Ann Marie Newman started off 
the tales with her rendition of A Storyteller’s 12 Days of Christmas. 
On the first day of Christmas the storyteller has…a big, bad wolf in 
Granny’s clothing. We had fun repeating the verses.

Our January 15th meeting will be An Evening with Paul Normandin. 
He will conduct a workshop on story slam telling and personal stories. Paul is well known 
for his improv work and was named Tajas Story Slam Champion 2017. He has been 
named the Moth Story Slam champion twice. North 40 members are free and may bring 
a guest for $5. Non-members are $10. We will meet in the Young House at the Heritage 
Farmstead at 7 pm. The Farmstead is located at 15th and Custer in Plano. Membership 
dues of $12 for individuals and $15 for a family will be collected. We welcome all to 
attend the workshop. Come and join us!

Submitted by Minetta Smith

Central Texas Storytelling Guild
Central Texas Storytelling Guild had a busy several weekends in October sharing stories and promoting 

storytelling. On Oct. 14 members of the guild were showcased at the Boerne Book & Art Festival with a 
performance starting at 12:30 p.m. They had a booth at the festival to provide information about upcoming 
events at the local and state level and to sell storytelling books and CDs.

For three weekends, CTSG members told ghost stories for Haunted Halloween Trails at Jourdan Bachman 
Pioneer Farms in Austin.

Submitted by Granville Ott
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Storytellers of the High Plains
On Dec. 1 and 2, members of the Storytellers of the 

High Plains performed stories for the Panhandle Plains 
Historical Museum’s Christmas Open House. Tellers 
included Eldrena Douma, Judy Carter, Trudy Hanson, 
Caleb Hubbard, and Paula Schlegel. Students enrolled in 
WTAMU’s storytelling and puppetry class also performed 
their puppet shows. SHP encourages community members 
to support West Texas A&M’s 2018 storytelling festival on 
May 4 which features Tom McDermott.

Submitted by Trudy Hanson

San Antonio 
Storytellers 
Association

One enthusiastic listener attempts to catch the villain in the Shadow 
Story presented by Brooke Pillifant and her son as part of SASA’s Spooky 
Tellabration weekend. October tales were told at San Antonio’s Circle 
School, the New Braunfels, TX, Library, and the Bulverde Public Library 
Halloween event by Mark Babino, Mary Grace Ketner, Sue Kuentz, Ryan 
McPherson, Brooke Pilliifant, Susan Whipple, and Sue’s student storyteller 
Gloria Kunapilly.

Whew! SASA leader and Faculty Adviser  
Ryan McPherson, center back,  

and Storytellers @ UTSA safely escaped  
this fall’s spooky story night  

held at the university.

As part of the Veterans’ Voice Project, 
Down South Word of Mouth presented 
two Veteran’s Day Programs, a public event at the Price Center in San Marcos 
and a second one for 50 incarcerated veterans at the Travis County Correctional 
Complex. Program sponsors were Chick-fil-a of Kyle, Logan’s Roadhouse, Nothing 
Bundt Cakes, Dunkin’ Donuts of Kyle, Casa Garcia’s Mexican Restaurant, Firehouse 
Subs in Kyle Village and private donors. The smiles of veterans brought by third 
grader’s Thank-you cards lit the room. Down South Word of Mouth is the brain 
child of SASA’s industrious leadership council member, Brooke Pillifant.

Submitted by Sue Kuentz

Guild News
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Other Storytelling News

Elizabeth Ellis– Oral History 
Project

Shepherd University in 
West Virginia has an annual 
Appalachian-Writer-In-Residence 
Program. This year they 
have added an Appalachian-
Storyteller-in-Residence 
Program. Elizabeth Ellis has been selected as the first 
storyteller-in-residence. In addition to a week filled 
with workshops and classes for the university and 
the community, an extensive oral history project of 
Elizabeth’s stories and career will be compiled. What 
a great way to honor our dear friend Elizabeth and 
her lifelong work and contributions to storytelling.

Tim Tingle– 
Lifetime 
Achievement Award

TSA member and Choctaw 
author Tim Tingle is the recipient 

of the Oklahoma Center for the Book’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award. Come celebrate with Tim at the 
2018 Oklahoma Book Awards on Saturday, April 7, 
at the historic Skirvin Hotel in downtown Oklahoma 
City. It will be a grand literary night to remember as 
we celebrate a literary treasure!

Sylvia Yancy Davis 
Honored

When the National Association 
of Black Storytellers hosted their 
annual “In the Tradition” Festival 
in Wichita, Kansas in November, 
they honored our Louisiana 
neighbor Sylvia Yancy Davis. She was inducted into 
the prestigious Brother Blue Circle of Elders. The 
Circle of Elders was initiated in 1997 to recognize the 
contribution and honor the presence of Elders in 
the storytelling community. In 2013 N.A.B.S. named 
the presentation the Brother Blue Circle of Elders in 

honor of the iconic storyteller who was professor of 
philosophy and pastor at Harvard Divinity School.

Sylvia Yancy Davis is an award- winning storyteller 
and served a distinguished career as a secondary 
school educator and administrator. Her passion 
for storytelling began in childhood listening to ‘the 
greatest storyteller who ever lived”: her grandfather. 
She certainly did her grandfather proud when she 
took second place in the Tejas Invitational Liars 
Extravaganza during our 30th annual Texas Festival.

We are pleased to see her talent and wisdom 
recognized in such a fitting manner. Hats Off!

Storytelling Radio Show with 
Hank Roubicek

The Jewish Herald Voice 
interviewed Hank Roubicek, a 
longtime docent at Holocaust 
Museum Houston and author 
of “So, What’s Your Story? 
Discovering The Story In You.” 
He’s also the creator/host of “So, 
What’s Your Story?” on Wednesdays at 8 p.m., on 
KPFT-FM (90.1). In addition, he is a past president of 
the Houston Storytellers Guild currently on the board 
of that organization. He has taught communication 
and storytelling at the University of Houston for 
some time now.

“To be a good storyteller you must be skillful at 
organizing and delivering a narrative. You must be 
able to sequence the events. In writing, you can look 
at a story many times, in order to figure something 
out. But, an oral story doesn’t allow that. The teller 
has to know the power of sequence. You are taking 
the listener on a journey and you are the tour guide. 
You draw the map. No map, no story. Storytellers 
want to take you on a journey and return you safely 
to the present.”

To read the full interview with the Jewish Herald 
Voice go to: http://jhvonline.com/let-me-tell-you-
a-story-the-art-of-storytelling-p23599-152.htm#.
WioIZn57nwo.email
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Storytelling Calendar

2018 Storytelling Calendar

February 12 – Cedar Hill. TX
Storytelling at the Zula B. Wylie Public Library
Family Fun Night: Black History Month
Gran’daddy Junebug
6:30 pm

March 8-11 - Denton, TX
Texas Storytelling Festival (33rd Annual)
Featuring Tim Tingle, Adam Booth, Beth Horner, 
Laura Packer

March 23-25 - Plymouth, MA
Fire Northeast Storytelling Conference & 
Festival
Featuring Tim Tingle and Motoko
www.lanes.org

June 29, 30 and July 1, 2018 – Fort Worth
TSA Conference
It’s a Family Reunion: Tales of Kin and Kindred
Featuring Donald Davis and Pippa White

Ongoing Storytelling Events

“What’s Your Story” radio show on KPFT, 90.1 FM
Wednesday nights at 8 pm – Houston, TX
Sponsored by the Houston Storytelling Guild
https://www.facebook.com/SoWhatsYourStory

Living Room: Storytime for Grown-Ups
First Saturday of the month – Austin, TX
Scottish Rite Theater at 207 W. 18th
7:30 pm
https://www.facebook.com/The-Living-Room-
Storytime-for-Grownups-107681119259738/

TSA Calendar at  a Glance

February 15
Deadline to send a festival program book ad.
http://www.tejasstorytelling.com/festival/program-
book.html

February 23
Deadline for early bird registration discount for the 
festival.
http://www.tejasstorytelling.com/festival/tickets.
html

February 23
Deadline for hotel festival rates.
http://www.tejasstorytelling.com/festival/location.
html

March 8-11, 2018 - Denton, TX
Texas Storytelling Festival (33rd Annual)
Featuring Tim Tingle, Adam Booth, Beth Horner, 
Laura Packer

March 15
Deadline - Colson-Herndon Educator’s Award 
nominations
www.tejasstorytelling.com/awards.html

June 29, 30 and July 1, 2018 – Fort Worth
TSA Conference
It’s a Family Reunion: Tales of Kin and Kindred
Featuring Donald Davis and Pippa White

We want to know about your storytelling events 
but first you need to tell us!

Please send your event announcements to 
kim.lehman@sbcglobal.net
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2017-2018 TSA  Governing Board

Richard Nash, President
thedigitalcoyote@gmail.com

Tom Yeager, Vice President
music@songbirdsanctuary.org

Larry Thompson, President Emeritus
lthompson551@gmail.com 

Granville Ott, Treasurer
gott_austin@yahoo.com

Sue Kuentz, Secretary
sue.kuentz@gmail.com

Leslie Buie, Volunteer Coordinator
lesliebuie@aol.com

Kim Lehman, Public Relations/Marketing 
kim.lehman@sbcglobal.net

Reba Ott, Doc Moore Fund Committee 
gott_austin@yahoo.com

Carolina Quiroga-Stultz, Workshops Chair
carolinastoryteller@outlook.com

Nancy Simpson, Affiliate Guild Liaison
nancy_gary_simpson@att.net

Rebba Raine Teller, Member Utilization
TSABoardPresident1@gmail.com

Kay Tobola, Festival Managing Director
tejasstories2tell@gmail.com

James West, Strategic Planning Chair 
james@commoncompany.org 

Gary Whitaker, Youth Storytelling Chair
storyman@flash.net 

Beverly Benbow, Administrative Director
tsa@tejasstorytelling.com

Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a  

non-profit organization dedicated to 
fostering the appreciation of storytelling 

as an oral tradition, a performing art,  
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

Storytelling Events

Winter Retreat of  
Territory Tellers

The Territory Tellers continues its tradition of hosting a free winter 
retreat for fellowship between longtime members, to get acquainted 

with new and potential ones, to provide opportunities to advance 
learning, to practice storytelling skills and to entertain the community. 

Jan. 26-27, 2018 
Lake Murray Lodge

3324 Lodge Rd.
Ardmore, OK

https://territorytellers.com/tt-winter-retreat/

Austin Storytelling
Carol Ramsey is the founder and leader of Austin Storytelling. One 

reason Austin is the greatest city on planet Earth is because there are 
seventeen recurring storytelling events. Houston might have The Moth, 
but Austin has about a million creative people being creative just about 
every day. The website also provides a resource to find storytellers and 

storytelling coaches.

http://www.austinstorytelling.com/shows/

Free Advertising for Your Storytelling Event
Submit your event on our webpage for all to see! 

Did you know that you could list your Affiliate Guild events on the Tejas 
Storytelling Association’s website yourself? 

Simply go www.tejasstorytelling.com and click on the Event Calendar. 
On the top right hand of the page, click Submit an Event  

and follow the directions. 

If you submit early enough, it will go into our next newsletter. This is 
just one of the services offered by the Tejas Storytelling Association. 

www.tejasstorytelling.com/calendar.html



13 

Be a Part of TSA 
Every Day on 
Social Media

Do you love being on 
Facebook, Twitter, or 
Instagram? Do you enjoy 
connecting with people 
and telling them about 
storytelling? Use your skills 
and knowledge! Come and 
join TSA on social media! 
Help us to grow in this 
ever changing world of 
technology and reach more 
people for storytelling! We 
are looking for volunteers 
for Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram. We need 
you!! If you are interested, 
please contact us at tsa@
tejasstorytelling.com

TSA Accessible Website Fund
We looking for 70 dedicated and techno-savvy folks to step forward and 

pledge $10 a month for 10 months to help get the new TSA Accessible Website 
up and running.  Can you be one of those 70 folks?  That is about 25% of our 
current membership.  Of course, we will welcome more! But, at this moment, 
70 pledges of $100 over the next 10 months will get us to our goal of having an 
accessible website up and running for all to see. (Your pledge may be paid in 
one payment if you choose.)

Accessibility on websites is not automatic.  For people with visual, auditory 
and physical issues, it can be quite challenging to access information about 
TSA from our present website.  And, accessibility does not come cheap.  
However, after careful consideration and research, we have come to a decision 
about the folks who can accomplish this for us.  Now, all we need are the funds.

And why is accessibility so important?  Think about this. TSA prides itself on 
the fact that we have always provided American Sign Language (ASL) signers to 
assist those who cannot hear to still fully enjoy our festival events.  This is not 
true of our present website, but that can be fixed by the building and launching 
of an accessible website.  And, that is our final aim in this fund raising effort.

So, will you not please consider becoming a TSA Techie? Support our 
efforts. Pledge 10-4-10!  In return for your support, we pledge to each of you 
who donate to this fundraiser a fully accessible business card ad on our new 
website for the first two years that it is up and running.  Think of it:  a business 
card-sized ad that runs for 24 months at a cost of $100. That is only $50 a year.  
Now, that is a bargain.  Plus, you get a tax write-off and the joy of knowing that 
you have contributed to such a worthy cause. 

The Officers and Board of TSA​

DONATIONS
We need your 

support in our mission 
of storytelling. Please 
send your tax deductible 
donation in support 
of storytelling and our 
mission in this region. 
Thank you!

CHECK: Mail your 
donation check to TSA, 
P.O. Box 2806, Denton, 
TX 76202.

ONLINE: http://
tsa23.wildapricot.org/
Donations

MEMBERSHIP
If you are not a member, come and join our 

storytelling family and friends in our region. 
We can spread the tradition and the power of 
storytelling. All are welcome; every member is 
important, whether story listener, storyteller, 
or story lover.

Even you took some time off or been a member in the past, we would love 
have you back!

Membership Categories: (Yearly)
Individual: ........................................$35
Family: ..............................................$60
Organization: .................................. $75
Youth (age 18 and younger):........$10

»» CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application found on our website and 
mail with your check or credit card information to TSA, P.O. Box 2806, 
Denton, TX 76202.

»» PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940-380-9320. Beverly will return 
your call, answer your questions, and record your credit card information 
for billing.

»» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Membership

TSA’s mission is to foster an 
appreciation of storytelling as 
an oral tradition, a performing 
art, and an educational tool. 
Our members are a vital part is 
making this mission succeed. 
We need you!
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The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter 
published by the Tejas Storytelling 
Association.

Kim Lehman, editor
Beverly Benbow, co-editor and contributor
Karen Wollscheid, production
Sheila Phillips, Guild News editor
Mary Grace Ketner, NSN News contributor
Raine Teller, columnist
Elizabeth Ellis, columnist

Thank you to all the folks who contributed to 
this edition of the Texas Teller:
Elizabeth Ellis, Sue Kuentz, Beverly Benbow, 
Sheila Phillips, Mary Grace Ketner, Minetta 
Smith, Jaye McLaughlin, Trudy Hanson, and 
Granville Ott. Sorry if we missed anyone!

Tejas Teller submission deadline is the last 
Friday of the month that precedes the next 
print cycle: January, April, July, October.
General news items or inquiries can be sent to 
the editor.

Guild News items should be sent to Sheila 
Phillips at zoolady@airmail.net 

Currently the Tejas Teller is being distributed 
electronically to email addresses stored with 
TSA records. If you would like a printed copy of 
the newsletter, please notify Beverly at tsa@
tejasstorytelling.com

P.O.Box 2806 
Denton, TX 76202

We have lost our beloved American Sign Language 
Interpreter, Kate Lauder. She passed away on 
Sunday, January 28, 2018. She is survived by our 
fellow TSA member, Susan Lewis, and family. 
Memorial arrangements will be announced 
through our Facebook and Twitter pages.


