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From Our
Artistic Director
Yes, the 34th annual Texas
Storytelling Festival needs you!
Workshops are planned, storytellers
are selected, venues are booked
but without you, we can’t make it
happen. You don’t want to miss this
year’s festival. Our fabulous featured
tellers Antonio Rocha, Twice Upon
a Time, Josh Goforth, and In the
Spirit will keep you spellbound with
their diverse styles and tales. Our
workshop presenters will take you
to that next level while sharing their
knowledge and expertise in their
focused sessions. Your storytelling
palates will be further delighted by
a host of other storytellers’ voices
featured in additional concerts. All
of this will be enhanced by a variety
of musical performances including
mariachi, Chinese instrumentalists,
and African drumming. Are you
excited yet? I hope so. Get registered,
tell someone about the festival, and
volunteer to make it all happen.
--Toni Simmons
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From Managing Directors Kanute Rarey And Elizabeth Ellis

Answers To FAQ About Our Upcoming Festival
I hear we won’t be using the Civic
Center this year. What’s that all
about?
That’s right. There is a super big
wedding going on in the Civic
Center, so don’t go there.
The Festival will be held in
Denton at Woman’s Club
Building, 610 Oakland Street,
Denton; Senior Center, 509
North Bell Street, Denton;
and Emily Fowler Library,
502 Oakland Street Denton.
Where should I go when I arrive?
Registration is at the Woman’s
Club Building. 610 Oakland
Street, just around the corner
from the Civic Center.
Where will parking be?
There is parking in the Library’s
parking lot between the two
buildings. There is also parking in
the Senior Citizen Center parking
lot, and in front of the swimming
pool. The parking is free in both
locations.

size or a double queen with
no extra charge for additional
guests in the room. The hotel will
run a shuttle to the Festival.
What about meals?
Lunches will be provided both
Friday and Saturday by Jason’s
Deli. The choices will be a turkey
or a ham box, or a veggie wrap.
Each box includes a bag of
chips, a cookie, a pickle, and a
beverage. The cost this year is
$10. (A $2 savings over last year’s
lunches!) For those who are really
pinching pennies a peanut butter
and jelly box will be offered for
$8. It includes a bag of chips and
a cookie. For some reason, there
is no pickle in the peanut butter
and jelly box. Go figure!
On Friday evening you may
want time to relax and visit with
friends, so we have arranged
a chicken fajita meal with rice
and beans. There will also be
vegetable burritos with spinach,
peppers, and tomatoes. Iced tea
is included. The cost is $15.

Will there be a lot of walking?
Not a great deal. The distances
between the three buildings we
will be using are short. And for
those who need some assistance
or are in a hurry, there will be golf
carts to help you on your way.
Are we using the same hotel?
Yes, the Springhill Suites will be
the host hotel again this year.
(1434 Centre Place Drive, 76205).
Room rates are $102 for a king
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Saturday night we will hold the
Talespinner Dinner. The Juicy Pig
will again offer BBQ with all the
fixings. Don’t worry, vegetarians,
we haven’t forgotten you! There
will be Jackfruit BBQ, beans,
potato salad, coleslaw. We’ll see
you don’t go hungry. Because it is
our big fundraiser, the cost of the
dinner is $25.

Lodging

Deadline for festival rates
is February 22, 2019.
2019 Texas Storytelling Festival
Host Hotel:
SpringHill Suites Marriott
1434 Centre Place Drive
Denton TX 76205
940.383.4100
Use this link to reserve
under Texas Storytelling Festival:
https://www.marriott.com/

Meet Our 2019 Festival Featured Storytellers
Antonio Rocha

Josh Goforth

Antonio Rocha (pronounced
Haw-sha) is an award-winning
storyteller whose unique fusion
of mime and spoken word has
been presented not only in
premier venues in the United
States but also in fifteen other countries across
six continents. With his tenor voice, realistic sound
effects and mesmerizing moves, Antonio is sure to
tickle your funny bone and delight your soul. Antonio
has thirty-three years experience as a solo performer
not only to entertain but to also showcase lessons
from different aspects of life. Using versatile yet
economic nature of storytelling and mime, he invites
the audiences to activate their imagination through
rich symbolism and imagery.

From the Appalachian
Mountains and most
famous for his fiddling,
Goforth is a highly
accomplished Grammy
nominated old-time, bluegrass, and swing musician
and ballad singer. He engages his audience with
tales of heritage and music as storytelling has
come naturally to Goforth as playing music. Josh is
exceptionally seen as a storyteller, whether singing a
mountain ballad or telling audiences of family tales.
Email: joshgoforthmusic@gmail.com
Video: http://youtube.com/watch?v=0IxeuIZ35v4

In the Spirit

Website: http://storyinmotion.com
Video: http://youtube.com/watch?v=Ch0JQxTfruc

Almost twenty years ago,
Emily Hooper Lansana and
Glenda Zahra Baker came
together to form Performance
Duo: In the Spirit. They have developed an extensive
repertoire of stories that carry us on enthralling
journeys. Each performance celebrates the power
of the word to connect, uplift and transform that
reflects an ancient African and contemporary African
American forms.

Twice Upon A
Time

Want to be entertained?
Enchanted? Educated?
Empowered to battle life’s
dragons? Telling together
since 2000, this tandem storytelling team shares
myriad folktales, fairy tales, ghost stories and
personal accounts with humor and insight for all ages
and environments. They utilize the ancient art of
storytelling to explore the complex and challenging
issues of our modern society. Through the experience
of listening to and sharing stories, children and
adults alike can be united in their families, schools,
workplaces, communities, and therapeutic settings.
Storytelling opens us up to understanding the
connections we have with others around our
wonderful globe.

They have been recognized for their commitment
to community and their vision for change. They
have worked with people of all ages, faiths, and
cultures from homeless shelters to universities. In
each place, they remain focused on the belief that
creative expression can be an important vehicle
for transformation. Past performances include
The National Storytelling Festival and The National
Association of Black Storytellers.
Email: inthespiritstories@yahoo.com

Learn more about our
Featured Storytellers on our website:
http://tejasstorytelling.com

Website: http://www.twicetellers.com
Video: http://youtube.com/watch?v=Enq_SmmTP4M
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Expand Your
Festival Extras
Storytelling Horizons
The Talespinner Party is Saturday night. Join
for this lively gathering of storytellers and
With Festival Workshops us
story lovers. TSA provides pre-dinner beer,

wine, and appetizers. Juicy Pig BBQ takes into
consideration the needs of vegan and vegetarian
diets, so be sure to identify your needs when you
purchase your ticket with registration.

Telling Stories to Help Clients Heal
with Dr. Kweethai
Storying Your Classroom
with Fran Stallings
The Ebb and Flow of a Story
with Mark Goldman
Dilemma Stories Build Empathy
with Sara Armstrong
Be the Story!
with Darci Tucker
Finding the Music in Our Stories
with In the Spirit
Contemporary Marketing for Experienced
Performers
with Sean Buvala

Our Story Store features storytelling books,
CDs, puppets and other items that storytellers
love but cannot always find when we need them!
Available for shopping before, after, and between
concerts at the Senior Center, the Story Store
will open 3:00 pm on Friday and close 7:00 pm
on Saturday.

Beginners’ Storytelling 101
with Jiaan Powers
Finding Your Story
with Josh Goforth
Calling the Ancestors
with Lorene McHutcheon Stillwell

The Silent Auction runs from Friday morning
until 7:00 pm on Saturday night. Featuring items
donated by storytellers, festival participants and
guests, new donations will be added as festival
goers arrive, so check back regularly! This year’s
auction incluldes a “Buy me now” table, just like
eBay! Would you like to donate something to the
silent auction or the “Buy me now” table? Please
bring them to festival or contact TSA. Auction
winners may pick up their items at intermission
or after the Saturday evening concert.

Storytelling as a Healing Tool—a conversation
with Twice Upon a Time
In addition, our Sunday Morning Master Class for
this year will be:
Hidden Gems with Antonio Rocha (this is a
master class that requires a separate ticket)
For more information about the workshops:
http://tejasstorytelling.com/festival/workshops.html

Register for the Festival online at:
http://tejasstorytelling.com/festival/tickets.html
or use the form on page 6 of this newsletter
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Want to be a part of the
2019 Festival?

Festival Program Book
Advertising

Volunteers are needed to help in the
following activities:

Put Your Name Out There!
It could be your performance name.
Or maybe your business name.
It could even be your TSA supporter name.
And it is easy!

• Registration
• Pre-registration (work with Beverly during the
week before Festival)

Let the 2019 Texas Storytelling Festival attendees
know who you are with an ad in the festival program.
It’s not only a great bang for your buck, directly
reaching a target audience, but also supports a
festival and organization that has been sharing the
passion for the art of storytelling for 34 years!

• Concessions
• Silent Auction
• Story Store (Late teens or adults with the ability
to calculate costs and handle money.)
• Youth Day

• Set-up, arrange and take down chairs and tables

TSA keeps the Festival Program for download on our
website all year long until our next festival, so people
will see your advertisement throughout 2019 into
2020! Also, we will send the program through our
social media to be shared.

• Unpack and pack boxes

Program Ad Sizes and Rates - all ads are black/white

• Green Room (make good coffee, etc.)
• Set-up and Breakdown:

Full-page ads - $95
(5” W x 8” H, vertical only)

• Move boxes from and to storage
• Other grunt work as needed

Half-page ads - $65
(5” W x 3-7/8” H, horizontal only)

• Provide a truck (pick-up or larger) to transport
supplies and equipment from and to storage on
Thursday and/or Sunday.

Quarter-page - $45
Horizontal ads (5” W x 1-7/8” H)

• Drivers to transport Tellers from and to
airport(s)

Quarter-page - $45
Vertical ads (2 1/2” W x 3-7/8” H)

• Ambassadors – Personal assistant to one of
our featured tellers throughout the Festival –
helping them with schedule and transportation
between hotel and Festival – making their visit
uncomplicated and pleasant – may or may not
be the driver who transports them from and
to airports. Supervision and guidance will be
provided.

Prepayment is required before the ad can be run in
the program.
Deadline: Monday, February 11
Questions or Inquiries: Contact Beverly at tsa@
tejasstorytelling.com or 940-380-9320
Payment: After making arrangements for your ad
with Beverly, you may pay in any of the following
ways: By Credit Card: Call the TSA Office, 940-3809320. Leave a message and we will return your call to
get your credit card number. By Check: Made payable
to the Tejas Storytelling Association and mailed to
TSA, PO Box 2806, Denton, TX 78202

Select the area of your choice and contact David
Claunch at dr.dilly.dally@gmail.com
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Texas Storytelling Festival
March 7-10, 2019
Denton, TX

Tejas Storytelling Association
PO Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202
940-380-9320 • fax 940-380-9329
tsa@tejasstorytelling.com

TSA Annual Membership: New or Renewal (circle one)
$60 Family
$75 Organization
$10 Youth (18 or younger)
Total Membership $ ___________

$35 Individual

Full Festival Tickets
Early Bird – Before and by Feb 21
Regular – After Feb 21
TSA Member
$60
TSA Member $95
Non-Member
$95
Non-Member $130
Total Full Festival $ ___________
Tax deductible donation to support work of Tejas Storytelling Association for continued growth and advocacy of storytelling: $ _____________
Note: Youth activities are free for children. Parents with them may attend youth activities at no cost but must buy tickets to attend festival concerts or workshops.

Registration Options
One-day Tickets, either Friday or Saturday – TSA Member ……………….. each $50
One-day Tickets, either Friday or Saturday – Non-member ………………. each $75
Individual Concert Tickets, day or evening ………………………………………… each $10
Individual Workshop Tickets …………………………………………………………….. each $15
Master Class Tickets (not included in full festival) …………………………..… each $50
Friday Night Dinner tickets (not included in full festival) …………….……. each $15
Talespinner Dinner tickets (not included in full festival) ……………………. each $25
Box Lunches – Friday and/or Saturday (not included in full festival ….. each $8 or $10
Total for Membership, Festival, Donation, and Options

$ ___________

Food Options Please figure food order amounts and add totals to registration form above.

Number of People included on this registration form ________ (i.e. single=one person; married couple=two people)
Talespinner Dinner Tickets _________ Regular ______ Vegetarian ______ Vegan
($25.00 per dinner ticket)
Friday Night Dinner Tickets _________ Regular ______ Vegetarian ______ Vegan
($15.00 per dinner ticket)
Box lunch options:
1) Deluxe Box with Veggie Wrap
($10.00 per lunch ticket)
2) Deluxe Box with Turkey (gluten-free available)
($10.00 per lunch ticket)
3) Deluxe Box with Ham (gluten-free available)
($10.00 per lunch ticket)
4) Deluxe Box with Peanut Butter and Jelly (gluten-free available) ($8.00 per lunch ticket)
Friday Box Lunch Order:
Saturday Box Lunch Order:
1st Person ______________________________________
1st Person _________________________________________
Mail:
Tejas _____________________________________
Storytelling Association, PO Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202
• Fax: ________________________________________
940-380-9329 • email: tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
2nd
Person
2nd Person
Refunds: There will be no refunds after February 28, 2019
How did you hear about the Texas Storytelling Festival? ______________________________________________________________
Name: __________________________________________________ Phone: ____________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________ Email: ____________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________________ State: ____________ Zip: __________________________________
Enclosed is my check for $

made payable to Tejas Storytelling Association

Please charge my (circle one)
Master Card
Visa
American Express
Discover
Name on Card _____________________________________ Card Number ___________________________________________
Expiration Date _____________

Billing Zip Code ________________

3-digit Security Code (back of card) ___________

Signature ___________________________________________________
If you are willing to offer volunteer help with festival before, during, or after, check the box. Many hands make light work.

From the TSA President
Storytelling Goes
Mainstream

2018-2019 TSA Governing Board
Rebba Raine Teller, President
rebbaraine@gmail.com
Brooke Pillifant, Secretary
brookepillifant@gmail.com
Tim Couch, Treasurer
Timothy7774@att.net
Richard Nash, President Emeritus
thedigitalcoyote@gmail.com
Gary Whitaker, Youth Storytelling
Committee Chair
storyman@flash.net
Peggy Helmick-Richardson,
Marketing Chair
twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net
Gene Helmick-Richardson, Awards Chair
ghelmickrichardson@gmail.com
David Claunch, Membership Committee
Chair, Volunteer Chair
dr.dilly.dally@gmail.com
Robert Samples, Affiliate Guild Liaison
rjsam@sbcglobal.net
Philip Drexler, Doc Moore
Committee Chair
philip.drexler@gmail.com
Beverly Benbow, Administrative Director
tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a
non-profit organization dedicated to
fostering the appreciation of storytelling
as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

There is no secret that I enjoy watching
public television. I am a sustaining
member for KLRU here in Austin with good
reason. Watching it brings the world to
me, right here in my recliner in front of the
television. If I am going to watch TV I want it to
be enriching as well as enjoyable.
I have written here, on other occasions, about storytelling on
PBS. Now I have found yet another source of story. I was watching Joe
Lamp’l, host of KLRU’s “Growing a Greener World”, a show dedicated
to growing and raising all manner of sustainable food stuffs. Joe often
talks about programs across the country that add to our environmental
sustainability. And one recent show was no different, except that
Joe was emphasizing the nature of story and how it brings us to new
insights and new information.
The focus of his program, and the story he wanted us to hear, was
about Jason Brown, ex-pro football player and now inspired farmer at
First Fruits Farm in North Carolina. Brown, making millions as a pro-ball
star, saw a farm one day and heard G-d within him, say, “This is what
you are to be doing.” Brown and his wife, neither knowing anything
about farming, decided to buy the farmland that inspired them. They
named it First Fruit Farms because they give away the first 10% of their
harvests—instead of leaving the last 10% for the hungry, the widow, the
orphan—a biblical reference.
Teaching himself to farm via the internet, YouTube, and print media,
Brown has gone from total novice to seasoned farmer, giving away
much of his harvests to feed the hungry. And as he walked Joe through
the history and the geography of the farm, he told amazing stories of
miracles that have happened and have sustained his dream of following
that which he feels he was ordained to do.
The stories are compelling. The stories are the vehicle by which
Brown teaches not just farming, but also sustaining one’s faith in
something greater than oneself. For me, the stories were like manna
from heaven. They brought my clergy and my storytelling back to me in
one package, or as Brown would put it, “in one field.”
Look him up. Hear his stories. And remember, as Joe Lamp’l always
reminds us, stories are all around us. American storyteller Muriel
Ruksmeyer put it another way: “The world is made up of stories, not
atoms.”
--Rebba Raine Teller
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Guild News
Houston Storytellers’ Guild

The East Texas Storytellers have also partnered
with the Tyler Public Library for a monthly program.
A theme or country is chosen each month, and we
tell stories to fit the theme, followed by a panel
discussion giving history of the region or theme. Our
crowd has grown each month.

With the fusion of our well-attended Tellabration
held at the Black Lab and the weekly radio program
we sponsor, “So, What’s Your Story?” on KPFT 90.1
FM Houston, the Houston Storytellers’ Guild is
continuing to establish a storytelling presence in
the community. Our last board meeting solidified
plans for facilitating workshops for both beginning
tellers and those in the corporate sector. For more
information, go to
http://www.houstonstorytellers.org

Submitted by Dru Woods

Storytellers of the High Plains

The last weekend of October the Dallas
Storytelling Guild hosted it’s 15th Annual Ghost Tales
at the Bath House, a wonderful city of Dallas venue
that sits on the shore of White Rock Lake (of the
always delightful Lady of the Lake ghost). Then on
November 10, the group hosted a holiday kick-off
party at the home of outgoing president Tim Couch.
At the December story circle, the annual board
elections were held, with Eric Barnes named the new
president; Richard Nash, treasurer; Peggy HelmickRichardson, secretary; Tim, president emeritus,
and Gene Helmick-Richardson, board member at
large. Plans are now underway for a workshop with
Elizabeth Ellis in April. For more information about
DSG, go to: http://www.dallasstorytelling.org

The Storytellers of the
High Plains
performed
stories for the
Panhandle
Plains
Historical
Museum’s
Christmas
Open House
on Nov. 30
and Dec. 1. We
also enjoyed
having Bob
Samples
visit our
storytelling
Top: Paula Schlegel, Caleb Hubbard
Bottom: Eldrene Douma, Bob Samples
sessions
and even
convinced him to tell a story or two.

Submitted by Peggy Helmick-Richardson

Submitted by Trudy Hanson

East Texas Storytellers

North 40 Storytelling Guild

Submitted by Sheila Starks Phillips

Dallas Storytelling Guild

The East Texas Storytellers shared a marvelous
day in Henderson at the mid-November Syrup
Festival with a large number of listeners. Could it
have been that we had a fireplace on a brisk cold day,
or were our stories so enchanting that folks flocked
in, or folks remembered that we provide a good
place to sit at the festival and the stories told really
entertain and educate? It was a day made for telling
stories!

The North
40 Storytelling
Guild has been
very active. In
October we
provided scary
stories for the
Pumpkins,
Pinots, and Pooches event at the Heritage Farmstead
in Plano. This was an event for adults and their dogs!
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Guild News
Rockwall Storytelling Guild

It was a great opportunity to introduce our art form
to new listeners. The dogs were very good listeners!

The Rockwall Storytelling Guild celebrated the
holidays with a “Dutch treat” dinner at Luigi’s Italian
restaurant. Most of the active members and three
guests enjoyed food, drink, and stories on the theme
of “my first pet or the pet I always wanted.” President
Viveca Deanes surprised the group with two “Gift
of Story” door prizes. Few in number but strong in
spirit and commitment, the RSG meets the second
Tuesday at 6:00 PM at the Rockwall County Library.
Join us when you are in the neighborhood.

On Dec. 8 we
participated
in Lantern
Light at the
Farmstead.
We shared
traditional
Christmas
stories as well
as stories of Hanukkah and
Chinese New Year. We ended
the year with a fun Christmas
party and of course stories!

Submitted by Leslie Buie

Tarrant Area Guild of
Storytellers

Congratulations to North 40
storyteller and author Regina
Stone Matthews who won
the People’s Choice Award
Shiny Wu telling a
from the Christian Literary
Chinese New Year story
Organization for her devotional
book Anyone Seen My Rose Colored Glasses?

The Tarrant Area of Guild of Storytellers has had a
busy fall with a number of events:
Oct. 20 Fall Round-up at Nash Farm with Liz
Covington
Oct. 27 Bewitched by the Barn at Nash Farm with
Gary Whitaker, DeCee Cornish, Jacqui Rash and
Sandra McGee

Wishing all a wonderful 2019 filled with stories!
Submitted by Minetta Smith

Nov. 17 Legacy at Bear Creek with Jacqui Rash and
Gary Whitaker

L’il D Storytelling Guild

Nov. 24 Civil War Museum with Sandra McGee, Roy
McGee, Jay McLaughlin

We are still working on the “Front Porch Stories”
for the farmers market and did the puppet/galimoto
stories for the Center for the Visual Arts Kids Art Day.
We have been approached about having Winter Tales
at the Historical Park for mothers and children in the
Quakertown House possibly starting in February.
Karla Sallade and I will be helping with the Park After
Dark annual event Oct. 19 and 20th (if the weather
cooperates). We will be greeters—what is fun is to
hear attendees’ stories after the tour. If the weather
cooperates, we should have several opportunities
available through the winter.

Dec. 17 Christmas Party hosted at the Old South
Pancake House in Ft. Worth
Submitted by Gary Whitaker and Jaye McLaughlin

Territory Tellers

The Territory Tellers continues its tradition of
hosting a free winter retreat for fellowship between
longtime members, to get acquainted with new
and potential ones, to provide opportunities to
advance learning, to practice storytelling skills
and to entertain the community. Jan. 26-27, 2018
Lake Murray Lodge 3324 Lodge Rd. Ardmore, OK.
Visit the Events/Winter Retreat page at https://
territorytellers.com

Submitted by Janet Latham
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TSA News and Information
TSA’s Grant Programs

A New Liar Has Been Crowned

Tejas is prepared to help make your storytelling
New Year’s resolutions come true!

Congratulations to Shayne Larango of Dallas for
walking off with the title of “Biggest Liar in Texas”
after her first time for
competing for the title at
the Nov. 3, 2018, George
West Storyfest. Larry
Thompson took second
and Donna Ingham won
third place. In the best
interests of our members’
safety, don’t question
the veracity of Shayne’s
accomplishment; she has
the ability to make shoe-peg corn a lethal weapon.

Do you have a new storytelling program or
project that needs funding? Would you like to bring
an exceptional storyteller to your local guild for a
workshop? Well, TSA has the funds to make this
happen in the form of the following grants. Go to the
links provided for complete details!

TSA Mission Grant

Applications for this opportunity to fund new
projects are due November 30th each year. The
amount is $300 per grant, and TSA will award two
grants per year to two separate guilds.

The San Antonio Express-News did a story on
Shayne’s achievement and you can hear her story
here: https://www.expressnews.com/news/local/
article/Truth-be-told-her-lies-are-the-size-ofTexas-13382275.php?fbclid=IwAR1-VJZUzYXG6Hvxq_
GiJ1gDFFzgoVb2b4te8gtJP-T0k_XIt8s2GoUpIOY

More information is at http://www.
tejasstorytelling.com/mission-grant.html

Doc Moore Educational
Outreach Fund Program

This fund is used to offset travel expenses for
the storyteller. TSA maintains a list of exceptional
and available performers and will assist the guild
in selecting the perfect teller. The workshop
must be free and open to the public. For more
information and an application go to http://www.
tejasstorytelling.com/outreach-fund.html.
--Philip Drexler

In Honor or In Memory Of
Donations

TSA would like to recognize these donations for
the second half of 2018. Thank you for your support.
•
•
•
•

Don’t miss any of the Facebook and Twitter
posts highlighting storytellers, concerts and
activities at the Tejas Storytelling Association.

In Honor of Reba Ott
In Honor of Texas Storytelling Festival
In Honor of Tejas Storytelling Conference
In Honor of Tejas Storytelling Association

Like us! Become a friend! Share the posts!
Spread the love!
www.facebook.com/tejasstorytelling
https://twitter.com/@tejastales
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An opportunity to promote the festival, TSA and
your own storytelling guild
Over the past two months, I have made speeches
to five Rotary Clubs in North Texas: Decatur,
Denton, Nocona, Bowie and Wichita Falls. The total
attendance was 142. I found all to be friendly, warm,
and welcoming. You can tell when the audience is
pulling for you and willing to overlook the speaker’s
stumbling or forgetting his train of thought.

Often, they would like to have your preprinted
biography so they can do an adequate job of
introducing you. Your meal is free and usually
one guest, depending on the club. I always offer
to pay for my guests.
»» Always end on time. Ask the program chairman
how much time you will be allotted. It is usually
15 to 20 minutes. I try to have several stories
that are 8 to 10 minutes long, so if the audience
is begging for more, and you have been given
the green light from the president, you may do
several that you feel are appropriate.

Since I’ve been in Rotary off and on more than
50 years, club meetings are old hat for me. So let
me offer some suggestions if you too want to help
promote the Texas Storytelling Festival, TSA and your
local guild to your community’s Rotary Club (or Lions
or Kiwanis Club).

»» I usually speak without a microphone. If the
group is over 100 in attendance, a sound system
may be necessary. Since I cannot stand for
long periods, I request a chair and it is placed
so everyone can see me. I then speak with a
loud voice so all can easily follow along. It is
storytelling, after all!

»» I try to get to the location about an hour or so
before the program begins to size up the room,
see how everything is set up, and go to the
bathroom before I to speak.
»» You might consider my formula. I do a sandwich
talk about storytelling in general, how I came
to get interested in the subject, then offer the
group a choice of stories I could tell. I usually
offer a “cowboy story” a “hunting story” or,
perhaps, the “Enron” or “The Ballad of Ken Lay”
story, depending on my audience. Use your own
favorite stories. Spend time on a strong close!
The audience will be made up of professional
business people who are movers and shakers in
your community.

If you are willing to undertake this fun challenge
and need help, I am always available. To find how to
contact your Rotary Club, Google or Bing “Rotary
Clubs.” There is a club finder there. Larger cities will
have more than one club meeting on different days.
Once you get the hang of it, you might branch out
and speak at more than one club. We don’t have a
license to go only to Rotary. All their program chairs
are looking for interesting speakers and given time
will work you into their schedule.

»» I emphasize the benefits of attending the
Festival and try to have enough of the festival
bookmarks or postcards for everyone. I also
pass out my business card because I am
primarily working towns without a guild and
hope to plant the seeds for new guilds. I firmly
believe that once a person or a couple or a
family attends a festival there is an excellent
chance they will continue to participate at some
level.

Perhaps I’ve told you how to build a watch when
you only asked the time, but that’s just me!
Regards,
Bob Samples
Affiliate Guilds Board Liaison
713-560-3739
rjsam@sbcglobal.net

»» Rotary meetings begin with the Pledge of
Allegiance, a song, and a prayer. The president or
the program chairperson will introduce you after
all the housekeeping chores are out of the way.
11

NSN News
Report from our National
Storytelling Network Liaison

The Summit in Fremont, California
Join the gathering of storytellers for the Summit
July 25-28, 2019. This is a gathering of folks who talk
face-to-face, think deeply and laugh often. Consider
treating yourself to a few extra days for sight-seeing.
Not far away is Lick Observatory on Mt. Hamilton.
(The familiar photo of the Moon prior to Apollo was
taken by Lick telescopes – it’s a scenic drive too).
July 20 is the 50th anniversary of the first Moon
landing—some of us are old enough to remember
exactly where we were when Armstrong and Aldrin
left footprints on the Moon. The USS Hornet, the
aircraft carrier that plucked the Apollo 11 crew out
of the Pacific Ocean after splashdown, is now a
museum and docked nearby in Almeda. https://www.
uss-hornet.org/splashdown50

Hello Everyone in South Central Texas Section of
the National Storytelling Network. Best wishes for a
new year filled with good stories! Members should
be receiving the NSN weekly newsletter, keeping us
all aware of the exciting changes in NSN. If not check
out the NSN website: https://storynet.org/
The leadership is very energetic, encouraging
participation and financial support in creative ways.
See what they are doing and put in your two cents
worth. If your NSN membership has lapsed, please
renew! Fran Stallings has a new term as our Regional
Director. Thank you Fran for serving.

The deadline for our Summit fringe applications is
Midnight on January 31, 2019 CST. Here’s the form:
http://storynet.org/nsnevents/conference/
summit-performances/

The Calendar
Texas South Central section is placing events
on the NSN calendar for all to read. Thank you for
sharing your storytelling events. Ghost story and
Tellebration events were prominent in the OctDec offerings – plus, two individual performances,
Bernadette Nason and Elizabeth Ellis. The San
Antonio Storytellers have placed notice of their
monthly gatherings on the calendar. You can get
event ideas from seeing other sections’ activities,
and you can connect to the calendar via links in your
weekly newsletter. Submit your events here:

Also check out the Summit page for details about
the Resource Room and Silent Auction donations.
California, here we come!
Judy Allton, your Texas Liaison to NSN

https://storynet.org/nsnevents/submit-an-event/
It’s free and you can upload images or pdf flyers!
I want to compliment the San Antonio guild for their
wonderful artistic fliers. Although I did not see it on
the NSN calendar, Jiaan Powers was listed as telling
at the Grapevine November 14th – way to go Jiaan! I
want to hear about it.
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Free Advertising for Your Storytelling
Event

TSA’s mission is to foster an appreciation of
storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool. Our members are a vital
part is making this mission succeed. We need you!

Submit your event on our webpage for all to see!
Did you know that you could list your Affiliate
Guild events on the Tejas Storytelling Association’s
website yourself?

MEMBERSHIP

If you are not a member, come and join our
storytelling family and friends in our region. We can
spread the tradition and the power of storytelling. All
are welcome; every member is important, whether
story listener, storyteller, or story lover.
Even you took some time off or been a member in
the past, we would love have you back!
Membership Categories: (Yearly)
Individual: ........................................$35
Family: ..............................................$60
Organization: .................................. $75
Youth (age 18 and younger):........$10
»» CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application
found on our website http://tejasstorytelling.
com/membership.html and mail with your check
or credit card information to TSA, P.O. Box 2806,
Denton, TX 76202.
»» PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940380-9320. Beverly will return your call, answer
your questions, and record your credit card
information for billing.
»» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/
Membership

Simply go to http://www.tejasstorytelling.com and
click on the Event Calendar. On the top right hand
of the page, click Submit an Event
and follow the directions.
If you submit early enough, it will go into our next
newsletter. This is just one of the services offered
by the Tejas Storytelling Association.
http://www.tejasstorytelling.com/calendar.html

DONATIONS

We need your support in our mission of
storytelling. Please send your tax deductible
donation in support of storytelling and our mission
in this region. Thank you!
CHECK: Mail your donation check to TSA, P.O.
Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202.
ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations

The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter
published by the Tejas Storytelling
Association.
Peggy Helmick-Richardson, editor
Beverly Benbow, co-editor and contributor
Karen Wollscheid, production
Sheila Phillips, Guild News editor
Judy Allton, NSN News contributor

P.O.Box 2806
Denton, TX 76202

Thank you to all the folks who contributed to
this edition of the Texas Teller:
Elizabeth Ellis, Kanute Rarey, Rebba Raine
Teller, Gary Whitaker, Jaye McLaughlin, Phillip
Drexler, Janet Latham, Leslie Buie, Minetta
Smith, Bob Samples, Trudy Hanson, and Dru
Woods. We apologize if anyone was missed!
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The deadline for submissions to the next
edition of the Tejas Teller is Friday, March 29,
2019. Anyone with general storytelling news
items, article queries or questions, should
email Peggy at twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.
net
Guild News items should be sent to Sheila
Phillips at zoolady@airmail.net
Currently the Tejas Teller is being distributed
electronically to email addresses stored with
TSA records. If you would like a printed copy of
the newsletter, please notify Beverly at tsa@
tejasstorytelling.com

