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By David Claunch,  
Conference Committee Lead

The Tejas Storytelling Conference was a 
remarkable event dedicated to enhancing the art 
of storytelling through an array of educational 
opportunities. This year, the conference featured 
19 engaging workshops that catered to a wide 
spectrum of participants, from novice storytellers 
to seasoned professionals. These workshops 
covered diverse topics, including narrative 
techniques, the therapeutic value of personal 
narrative, and innovative performance methods, 
providing attendees with practical skills to enrich 
their storytelling repertoire. The collaborative 
environment fostered through these sessions 
effectively encouraged networking and creative 
exchange among participants.

A standout moment of the 
conference was the keynote 
presentation by Lynn Harter, 
who captivated attendees with 
her profound 
insights on 
exploring 
the creation 
of the 
vulnerable 
and risky 

sphere of brave spaces and 
the significance of storytelling 
in bridging gaps and fostering 

If You Know, You Know… 
The Tejas Storytelling Conference

understanding. Harter’s engaging style and profound 
messages resonated deeply with the audience, 
inspiring many to reflect on their own storytelling 
journeys. 

Additionally, the professional 
workshops led by Kim 
Weitkamp added an element 
of depth to the learning 
experience, as her dynamic 
approach and expertise guided 
participants in honing their 
narrative skills and discovering 
fresh creative perspectives. 

The conference concluded 
with a poignant concert featuring our very own 
Elizabeth Ellis on Saturday evening, followed by 
Sacred Tales on Sunday morning, delivering a 
heartfelt performance that left a lasting impression 
on attendees. Elizabeth’s concert celebrated the 
emotional power of storytelling giving a voice 
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to marginalized communities, weaving together 
personal tales and universal themes that resonated 
with all. As participants departed, they carried with 
them not only newfound skills and insights but 
also cherished memories of a weekend filled with 
inspiration, creativity, and connections with the 
Texas storytelling community. The Tejas Storytelling 
Conference once again proved to be an essential 
gathering for storytelling enthusiasts, reinforcing the 
enduring impact of stories in our lives.

Work has already started on the 2026 Tejas 
Storytelling Conference. Keep your eyes open for a 
brief survey to get your input on several ideas for 
future conferences.

Your 2024 Conference Team:

Team Leader – David Clauch 
Education Crew –Hank Roubicek, Fran Stalling, Nancy 
Self, Elly Hard 
Logistic Crew – Ron Carter, David Claunch
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2025 Festival!
Mark your calendar for the 40th annual Texas Storytelling Festival 

March 6 – 9, 2025 in Denton, Texas.

Meet Our Featured Tellers: 
Bil Lepp is an award-winning storyteller, author, and recording 

artist. He’s the host of the History Channel’s Man Vs History series. 
Though a five-time champion of the WV Liars’ Contest, Lepp’s 
stories often contain morsels of truth which present universal 
themes in clever and witty ways. “Just as New Jersey has Bruce 
Springsteen, West Virginia has…Bil Lepp.” – Goldenseal Magazine | 
https://leppstorytelling.com/

Charlotte Blake Alston breathes life into ancient and 
contemporary tales. In this electronic age, Charlotte does what 
stories have achieved for thousands of years and engage the 
imagination, underscore human commonalities and reiterate life 
lessons gained from centuries of human experience. All programs 
draw on the rich source of stories, songs, games and rhythmic 
elements that are hallmarks of the African and African American 
oral traditions.  
https://charlotteblakealston.com/

Cooper Braun was raised by granola eating coyotes in Boulder 
Colorado. He was awarded the 2018 JJ Reneaux Emerging 
Artist Award and the 2022 Regional Excellence Award by the 
National Storytelling Network. Since the beginning of the 
pandemic Cooper has become one of the leading producers of 
virtual storytelling shows. Cooper’s stories remind us that fairy tales 
were never just for children. That traditional stories can be funny, 
dark, poignant, and anything but dry.  
https://cooperbraun.com/

Mo Reynolds shares stories to foster connection and invite 
compassion. Based in Idaho, Mo travels the country braiding folk 
and fairy tales with stories from her own life, throwing in some tall 
tales for fun. She brings storytelling to audiences, congregations, 
classrooms, and conference rooms. Mo helps us see that we are all 
connected by some key human truths and that we have far more in 
common than we think.  
https://moreynolds.com/

AND THE AWARD 
GOES TO…

The prestigious Colson-
Herndon Educator’s Award was 
presented to Heart of Texas 
Guild’s very own Vivian Rutherford 
on Friday night during TSA’s 
Storytelling Conference. This is 
the first time it has been awarded 
during a conference since COVID, 
which is where and when the 
award is traditionally given. Hank 
Roubicek emceed the event 
with eloquence and masterful 
articulation. 

Although our awardee was not 
able to attend the conference, 
she accepted the award via 
special recording. Vivian has 
shown dedication in working with 
youth tellers through her guild 
and at festivals. She has donated 
many hours of service in her role 
as Artistic Director at the festival 
as well. TSA and our storytelling 
community are grateful for her 
continued dedication and service. 

~~~~

The Colson-Herndon Educator’s 
Award honors an educator, who 
has given his/her time and talent 
to mentor an individual or group in 
storytelling or has been instrumental 
in promoting storytelling in their field.

This award is given in honor of 
Ted Colson and Rosanna Herndon 
who promoted the integration of 
storytelling in their respective fields.

https://www.leppstorytelling.com/
https://www.charlotteblakealston.com/
https://www.cooperbraun.com/
https://www.moreynolds.com/
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2024-2027 TSA  Governing Board
Michael Brundy, President

president@tejasstorytelling.com

John Hale, Vice President
vp@tejasstorytelling.com

Sandra Aguirre-Magana, Secretary
secretary@tejasstorytelling.com

Joe Mayes, Treasurer
treasurer@tejasstorytelling.com

Mark Babino
mbabino16@gmail.com

Janet Bickel-Burton
jhbickleburton@gmail.com

Barbara Bridgewater
bpbridgeh2o@hotmail.com

David Brock
barefootbrock@gmail.com

Ron Carter
poetdrummer1@yahoo.com 

Tony Hardman
tony.hardman@opsu.edu

Sue Kuentz
sue.kuentz@gmail.com

Pam Pipkin
pam.pipkin3@gmail.com

Hank Roubicek
hankroubicek@gmail.com

Nancy Self
nself42@gmail.com

Rick Davis,  President Emeritus
emeritus-president@tejasstorytelling.com

Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a  

non-profit organization dedicated to 
fostering the appreciation of storytelling 

as an oral tradition, a performing art,  
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

From the President
A Heartfelt Thank You to Our Incredible 
Conference Team

On September 20-22, 2024, we gathered at the 

Holiday Inn in Houston’s Energy Corridor for a truly 

remarkable Storytelling Conference. While we may 

have hoped for higher attendance, the success of 

this event was undeniable. From the heartwarming 

feedback in our evaluations to the joy and learning 

shared by all, it is clear that every attendee left inspired and enriched. 

This was no small feat, and it was accomplished in less than 100 days 

by our dedicated conference committee. As President of the Tejas 

Storytelling Association, I want to extend my deepest gratitude to every 

single member of this team.

In the face of a short timeline and many challenges, your hard work, 

creativity, and teamwork shone through. We were honored by the 

presence of our extraordinary featured presenters: the ever-spirited Kim 

Weitkamp, the profound Dr. Lynn Harter, and the legendary Elizabeth 

Ellis. Additionally, the wealth of knowledge and expertise shared by 

our incredible workshop presenters and facilitators created a learning 

environment that fostered growth and deepened the art of storytelling.

It is often said that great things can only be accomplished by large 

teams with ample time. However, I am reminded of a quote by the 

visionary anthropologist Margaret Mead: “Never doubt that a small 

group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, 

it’s the only thing that ever has.” You, our small and mighty conference 

committee, embodied this truth. With determination, creativity, 

and a passion for storytelling, you pulled together an unforgettable 

event in record time. I am beyond grateful for your contributions and 

commitment to our storytelling community.

From designing and promoting the conference to managing on-

site logistics and creating a welcoming environment for all, your 

collective efforts are to be celebrated. This event exemplifies what 

we can accomplish when we work together as a team. Let’s carry 

this momentum forward as we continue to grow, share stories, and 

strengthen our community.

With heartfelt thanks and appreciation,

Michael Brundy, President, Tejas Storytelling Association

mailto:vp@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:secretary@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:treasurer@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:mbabino16@gmail.com
mailto:jhbickleburton@gmail.com
mailto:bpbridgeh2o@hotmail.com
mailto:barefootbrock@gmail.com
mailto:Poetdrummer1@yahoo.com
mailto:tony.hardman@opsu.edu
mailto:sue.kuentz@gmail.com
mailto:pam.pipkin3@gmail.com
mailto:hankroubicek@gmail.com
mailto:hankroubicek%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:nself42@gmail.com
mailto:emeritus-president@tejasstorytelling.com
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TSA News

Get to Know Our New 
Treasurer
by Sandra Aguirre-Magaña

You may have seen our new treasurer, Joe Mayes, 
up and about at the conference this past September. 

Whereas most people 
wrote their names on 
name tags and badges, Joe 
tagged his with “Ask me 
about your check!” which 
was a creative and fun way 
to introduce himself to our 
storytelling community. 

Joe and his wife, Diane, 
own and run the modern 
and vibrant bookshop, 

Patchouli Joe’s Books and Indulgence, in Denton, 
which opened in 2021. Joe is also an award-winning 
author, receiving the Laurie O’Brien Creative Writing 
Award for graduate nonfiction at the University of 
West Florida in 2009. Joe comes to TSA with an 
extensive background in business, finance, and 
cybersecurity. He is also a veteran who served in 
the Air Force for 20 years. TSA is grateful to have 
someone like Joe Mayes take on the herculean 
responsibility of our TSA ledgers. Joe says he looks 
forward to serving as TSA’s new treasurer.

To learn more about Joe’s bookshop, visit the 
website at https://www.patchoulijoesbooks.com/

Silent Auction
It’s fall … rake up those leaves … sweep up the 

clutter … find those unwanted objects … and bring 
them to the TSA Festival’s SILENT AUCTION!!!!! 

Bring your old treasures, tell their mini-tale, and 
make TSA Magic Coin! You and Drama Mama will 
share object stories, and Festival Folks will carry 
them home.

Ideas: 
Figurines, 
stuffed 
animals, 
quilts, 
kitchen 
objects like 
mugs and 
beaters, 
books - 
especially 
folklore, 
etc., 
clothing 
(no pants 
unless a special part of a set), unique colorful or 
inspirational shirts, storytelling t-shirts, jackets, 
dresses, but consider a storyteller’s garb for telling 
and those attendees who appreciate stories … use 
your imagination. 

Literally anything, but consider where you got it, 
why you chose it, what it’s used for, what happened 
with it. Then, you’ll jot down a three-word description 
of its story and tell the purchaser they can talk to 
you to get the whole story!

Let’s keep the stories going! See all of you there 
with your treasures! Together, let’s enrich the Silent 
Auction and make magic coin tales.

Tejas Storytelling Association cares about all Members, including past
Sometimes we lose touch with our valued Members.

Please let us know when a TSA Member experiences a milestone, 
celebration or passing so that we may honor our Members more fully.

Contact the TSA office: (940) 380-9320 or tsa@tejasstorytelling.com

Drama Mama, Debbie Waddell

https://www.patchoulijoesbooks.com/
mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
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TSA News

History is Important
Don’t forget to take pictures of all your guild and 

TSA activities (in person and virtual) so that we 
can make our yearbooks. Please label the people 
in the photographs and the guild information as 
well. Then send it to our historian, Jaye McLaughlin 
at jayemclaughlin@gmail.com.  Jaye is also our 
Artistic Director for our 2025 Festival and mentioned 
that it would be fantastic if the guilds could each 
bring a scrapbook of the history of our guilds with 
pictures. She’ll lay them out for all to look through. 
This could include pictures of guild tellers past and 
present, events from past and present. 

Shout Out!
TSA would like to thank Chester Weems from 

Territory Tellers, who willingly and graciously 
documented our conference through his camera. 
If you would like to know if he took a memorable 
shot of you during conference, contact him at: 
cjweems19@gmail.com

Sustaining Membership
Don’t forget that there is a new way to support TSA – through Sustaining Membership. An opportunity to 

contribute as little as $10 per month to help spread the joy of storytelling.

Tejas Storytelling Association 
Board of Directors Meeting Schedule 

2024-2025

The Board of Directors of the Tejas Storytelling 
Association meets monthly. The Annual Membership 
Meeting will be held during the Tejas Storytelling 
Festival in March. All monthly meetings occur by 
Zoom virtual meeting at 7:00 p.m. on the third 
Tuesday of the month.

Oct 15, 2024 	 7:00 p.m.           Zoom virtual platform

Nov 19, 2024 	 7:00 p.m.           Zoom virtual platform

Dec 17, 2024 	 7:00 p.m.           Zoom virtual platform

Jan 21, 2025 	 7:00 p.m.           Zoom virtual platform         

Feb 18, 2025 	 7:00p.m.            Zoom virtual platform

March 2025 	  
* Annual Membership Meeting, Denton Civic Center, 
time to be announced at Festival                                    

Apr 15, 2025	  7:00 p.m.          Zoom virtual platform      

May 20, 2025 	 7:00 p.m.           Zoom virtual platform        

June 17, 2025 	 7:00 p.m.           Zoom virtual platform

mailto:jayemclaughlin@gmail.com
mailto:cjweems19@gmail.com
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Guild News
Guild Dues

TSA would love for guilds to renew their 
membership dues through the TSA website (dues 
are $1.00 per member, $10.00 minimum, $50.00 
maximum): https://tejasstorytelling.com/guild-dues/

Doc Moore Educational  
Outreach Fund

The Doc Moore Educational Outreach Fund is 
available to Affiliate Guilds in good standing and can 
help bring an exceptional storyteller to your guild for 
storytelling workshops. The Fund is used to offset 
travel expenses for a storyteller. TSA maintains a 
list of exceptional and available performers and will 
assist the guild in selecting the perfect teller.

These workshops are a three-way mutual support 
agreement between TSA, a local guild, and an 
independent storyteller/workshop facilitator. The 
workshop must be free and open to the public.

East Texas Storytelling Guild
Pam Pipkin invites all to the Heritage Syrup 

Festival in which the tradition of ribbon 
cane syrup making is commemorated and held every 
second Saturday of November. This year it falls on 
November 9 from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm at the Depot 
Museum in Henderson, Texas.

Dallas Guild
Tim Couch informs that on October 26, 2024, 

there will be a Ghost Stories Concert at Cedar Ridge 
Park. 

Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild
Walking Tales at Oakwood Cemetery on Saturday, 

October 19, 2024, in Waco, Texas.

Houston Storytellers Guild
Sally Goodroe informs of several events:

Skyline Screamers: Ghost Tales Under the Stars 
Saturday, October 26, Marmion Park, Heights Blvd at 
18th Street. Bring a blanket or chairs, some snacks, 
and your friends to listen to ghost tales told by some 
of your favorite HSG tellers. In person, FREE.

Turkey Tales: Stories with Pun Intended. Thursday, 
November 14 at 7 p.m. Tune in to vote on your 
favorite 5-minute groaner. winners chosen  by 
audience poll. To compete with your own groaner, 
contact Michael Winters at m_r_winters@yahoo.com 
by November 7.  Online, pay what you like.

Lil’ D, Denton Storytelling Guild
Jaye Mclaughlin informed that  Lil ’D’s 

representative for Tellabration!™ will be Nicki Cohen 
and their Rising Star for the TSA Rising Star Concert 
at our Festival will be Mark Davis who is a retired 
teacher.

North 40 Storytellers Guild
by Minetta Smith 

In January 2025, we will host a Zoom workshop 
featuring three of our members who are published 
authors. The title is “From Story To Page To Publish.” 
Beth Ayers, Ann Marie Newman, and Regina 
Matthews will share their publishing journeys. Stay 
tuned for the announcement and Zoom link from 
TSA.

Regina Matthews has just 
published her new book, 
Living in the Land of Ono. 
The character, Dylan, seems 
to hear the words “O, no” 
often in his life. Come along 
with him and see what 
lessons he learns.

https://tejasstorytelling.com/guild-dues/
mailto:m_r_winters@yahoo.com
mailto:m_r_winters@yahoo.com
mailto:m_r_winters@yahoo.com
mailto:m_r_winters@yahoo.com
mailto:m_r_winters@yahoo.com
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Guild News
During the summer Minetta Smith 

had the opportunity to share Texas 
tales at the Texas state convention of 
Alpha Delta Kappa, an organization for 
outstanding women educators. She 
also presented a workshop titled, “The 
Importance of Sharing Family Stories” 
at the South-Central Conference of 
the same organization this past July.

Rockwall Storytelling Guild 
Viveca Deanes  informs that they’re exploring a 

“new-to-us” opportunity to host a “Family Night” 
storytelling workshop in partnership with Seve 
Schwartz of http://schwartzgames.com and the 
Rockwall Public Library to spark new interest in 
storytelling within youth and their families in and 
around their area.

San Antonio Storytellers 
Association (SASA)

By Sue Kuentz

Future teachers at CAST Teach High School in San 
Antonio ISD heard a wonderful variety of personal 
narrative stories from SASA storytellers John Hale, 
Pat Schieffer, Sue Kuentz, and Larry Thompson. 

Each teller shared a story and commented on their 
approach and love for personal tales. Students 
were able to ask questions and learn from the 
great examples SASA performers provided. These 
freshman – juniors will continue to hone their 
personal narratives in their writings and performing 
opportunities. It’s SASA’s hope that these students 

will share their stories on one of our virtual and LIVE 
SASA Story Nights (First Wednesday of each month 
at 6:30pm).

Please check out our SASA links to view past Story 
Nights, fun storytelling tips and interviews with SASA 
members John Hale and Larry Thompson

•	SASA YouTube Channel – watch our SASA Story 
Night Recordings Right Here! 
https://www.youtube.com/@
sanantoniostorytellers628

•	SASA Advice for Beginning Storytellers
https://youtu.be/oruwBrbhGaM?feature=shared

•	Storytelling and Safety with John Hale
https://youtu.be/iSIsxRnhW2k

•	Larry Thompson 
https://youtu.be/
QWQ0zrvLnN0?si=Rt-VDVLou4Y4Pskp

And last, but not least, SASA is continuing to do 
our monthly hybrid “Story Night in San Antonio” 
on the first Wednesday of each month. It’s truly 
a “Story” night—no business, no refreshments, no 
mess, no kidding! We fill the evening from 6:30 to 
7:50PM with stories from our live audience and 
our Zoom audience. Join as a listener or teller on 
Wednesdays November 6 or December 4.

How do you get to Story Night? Zoom your car 
to O’Krent Floors, 2975 NE Loop 1604 East in San 
Antonio, or zoom your Zoom to the secret link we 
send you when you let us know you’re coming by 
emailing sue.kuentz@gmail.com. If you want to tell 
a story of 9 minutes or less, also email sue.kuentz@
gmail.com. We’d love to hear your tale!

Tarrant Area Guild of 
Storytellers (TAGS)

Jaye Mclaughlin invites all to their “Bewitched by 
the Barn Concert” on Saturday, October 26 from 7:00 
– 9:00 p.m. in Grapevine at the Nash Farm. Apple 
cider and popcorn will be served. 

She also informed that DeCee Cornish will be their 
TAG’s rep for our TSA Tellabration!™.

http://schwartzgames.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@sanantoniostorytellers628
https://www.youtube.com/@sanantoniostorytellers628
https://youtu.be/oruwBrbhGaM?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/iSIsxRnhW2k
https://youtu.be/QWQ0zrvLnN0?si=Rt-VDVLou4Y4Pskp
https://youtu.be/QWQ0zrvLnN0?si=Rt-VDVLou4Y4Pskp
mailto:sue.kuentz@gmail.com
mailto:sue.kuentz@gmail.com
mailto:sue.kuentz@gmail.com
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Guild News 
Territory Tellers 

Chester Weems and Teresa Vail of the Territory 
Tellers in Oklahoma want us to know a few things:

They will host “Story Practice Sessions” on Zoom 
to help members practice their storytelling with 
a Zoom audience and get feedback as desired. 
Sessions will be hosted by Chester Weems.

Story Practice Session #1 on 10/8/24 at 7 p.m. 

Story Practice Session #2 on 10/26/24 at 7 p.m. 

2025 TSA Festival 
Participation
Interested in participating in the Festival?

Workshops
Submit an application to present a workshop. 

Workshops are 90 minutes. Workshops will be 
selected by a committee. Questions? Contact Jaye 
Mclaughlin at 817-320-5046.

Application: https://forms.gle/EDffwofZbygtqYn99

Fringe
We will select 4 twenty-minute slots scheduled 

for Saturday, March 8, 2025. Questions? Contact 
David Thompson at belstories@yahoo.com

Application: https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdz0hwxMs0d5eU-
LHFCqwOJOI7R-wBi33hkp7HikbvLZ_EYXg/
viewform

Liars
Do you have an 8 – 10-minute whopper to share 

on Saturday, March 8, 2025? We will choose 8 
participants giving first time liars dibs. 

Application: https://forms.gle/j1fjwngm7EM6rMhD7

Bits and Pieces

They will be having their Tellabration!™ on Sunday, 
Nov. 10 from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. virtually through Zoom 
and it will be hosted by Valerie Kimble. 

There will be a workshop/retreat possibly at Lake 
Murray on January 24-25th (Friday and Saturday). 
More information will be forthcoming.

Valentine’s Day Stories will be shared on February 
15, 2025, on Zoom which will be led by Liz Parker. 
More details are coming soon.

NSN 2025 Conference
by Leslie Shelley & Rishi Nixon 
Conference Co-Chairs

Keep GEORGIA ON YOUR MIND for the 2025 NSN 
Conference as plans are made for stories, worksohps, 
and coaching sessions from an exciting line up of 
tellers! Mark your calendar for July 17-20, 2025. Get 
ready to share four great days of stories at Kennesaw 
State University, 45 minutes north Hartsfield-
Jakcson Atlanta International Airport. Watch for 
full conference information, registration opening in 
January. Save the dates!

https://forms.gle/EDffwofZbygtqYn99
mailto:belstories@yahoo.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdz0hwxMs0d5eU-LHFCqwOJOI7R-wBi33hkp7HikbvLZ_EYXg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdz0hwxMs0d5eU-LHFCqwOJOI7R-wBi33hkp7HikbvLZ_EYXg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdz0hwxMs0d5eU-LHFCqwOJOI7R-wBi33hkp7HikbvLZ_EYXg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdz0hwxMs0d5eU-LHFCqwOJOI7R-wBi33hkp7HikbvLZ_EYXg/viewform
https://forms.gle/j1fjwngm7EM6rMhD7
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Storytelling Calendar
Submit Your Event
Get free advertising for your events. Submit your 
event for the Texas Coop Power Calendar.
https://texascooppower.com/events/

Virtual Special Events
Houston Storytelling Guild
Turkey Tales: Stories with Pun Intended
Thursday, November 14 at 7 p.m. 
Tune in to vote on your favorite 5 minute groaner. 
winners chosen  by audience poll. To compete 
with your own groaner, contact Michael Winters at 
m_r_winters@yahoo.com by November 7. Online, pay 
what you like.

NSN
Online Auction
taking place September 30 – October 11, 2024, 
ending at 8 p.m. (Central)
The money raised by this auction will be used to fund 
NSN Member Grants.
There are 90+ items including art, books, recordings, 
clothing, coaching, Festivals, lodging, performances, 
puppets and more. All items are found at the auction 
website: 
https://www.32auctions.com/nsn24

Hosted by the PRO SIG
The Future of Hybrid
Saturday, November 9, 2024, 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
(Central)
$10 (free for PRO members)
Presenters: Heather Forest, Claire Hennesy, and 
Rachel Hedman
Registration: https://storynet.org/civicrm/event/
info/?reset=1&id=183

Territory Tellers 
Story Practice Session #1 on 10/8/24 at 7 p.m. 
Story Practice Session #2 on 10/26/24 at 7 p.m. 
Tellabration!™ Sunday, Nov. 10 from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

TSA’s Free Virtual Event 
Programs  
The Virtual Events Series anticipates showcasing one 
of our Guilds about every 60 days, or about 6 times 
per year. 

October 2024 - “Fractured, Broken, and Bent: 
Retelling Fairytales”
Host: San Antonio Storytellers Association
Saturday, October 12, 2024, from 10:00 am to 12:00 
pm (CST)
SASA has invited national storyteller Laura Packer to 
do a virtual workshop titled: Fractured, Broken, and 
Bent: Retelling Fairytales 

November 2024 -Tellabration!™ 
November 16, 2024, 2:00 - 4:00 pm (CST)

December 2024 -  “Gift of Tejas: Forty Years of Texas 
Storytelling”
Join us for an online 
concert featuring 
some of the 
talented storytellers 
whose stories are 
showcased in the 
TSA book, Forty 
Years of Texas Storytelling. The event will occur on 
Thursday, December 5th from 6:30 to 8:00 PM. Don’t 
miss this unique opportunity to experience the rich 
tradition of Texas storytelling from the comfort of 
your own home.

January 2025 – “From Story to Page to Publish” 
Host: North 40 Storytellers Guild
In January 2025, we will host a Zoom workshop 
featuring three of our members who are published 
authors. Beth Ayers, Ann Marie Newman, and Regina 
Matthews will share their publishing journeys. Stay 
tuned for the announcement and Zoom link from 
TSA.

https://texascooppower.com/events/
mailto:m_r_winters@yahoo.com
mailto:m_r_winters@yahoo.com
mailto:m_r_winters@yahoo.com
mailto:m_r_winters@yahoo.com
mailto:m_r_winters@yahoo.com
https://www.32auctions.com/nsn24
https://www.32auctions.com/nsn24
https://storynet.org/civicrm/event/info/?reset=1&id=183
https://storynet.org/civicrm/event/info/?reset=1&id=183
https://storynet.org/civicrm/event/info/?reset=1&id=183
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Lil D, Denton Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Denton Area)
Meets the 3rd Thursday of the month at various 
locations. ALL are welcome!
Contact Elizabeth Beamon at  
magicbean2000@aol.com

Mesquite Storytellers of Abilene (IN PERSON)
(Abilene Area)
Meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month (except 
December), 6:00 pm
Abilene Public Library – downtown
Contact:  Beverly Priddy, 325-513-6148;  
bevpriddy@gmail.com or Abbie Randolph, 325-669-
4501, abbie.randolph@yahoo.com

North 40 Storytellers Guild (IN PERSON & VIRTUAL)
(Far North Dallas and Collin Counties)
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month,  7:00 pm
at Young House of Heritage Farmstead Museum, 
Plano, TX
Contact: Minetta Smith 214-773-2405 or Dean Keith 
214-923-7785
Guild email: info@north40storyteller.com
https://north40storytellers.com/

Rockwall Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON & VIRTUAL)
(Rockwall Area)
Meets Virtually the 4th Tuesday of the month, 6:00 
pm on Zoom
and at Rockwall County Library (Second Floor), 
Rockwall, TX
Contact:  Viveca Deanes, 334-552-0748, 
rockwallstorytelling@gmail.com

San Antonio Storytellers Association (IN PERSON)
(South Central Texas)
Meets 1st Wednesday of the month, 6:45 – 8:00 PM  
Hybrid (Live and on virtual Zoom at  O’Krent Floors, 
2075 N Loop 1604 E, San Antonio, TX 78232. Please 
email Sue Kuentz if you would like the Zoom Link
Contact: Sue Kuentz, 210-326-7877, 
sue.kuentz@gmail.com
Website: https://www.sanantoniostorytellers.com/
Facebook Page – San Antonio Storytellers

Storytellers of the High Plains (IN PERSON)
(Panhandle Area)
Contact: Dr. Trudy Hanson, mhanson16@suddenlink.
net or Eldrena Douma, bluecorn_teller@hotmail.com

Tarrant Area Guild of Storytellers (TAGS)
(Fort Worth/Tarrant County Area)
Contact: Sandra McGee,  817-808-1691;  
mcgeeroy@verizon.net

TSA’s Affiliate Guild Meetings
Central Texas Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Austin Area)
Meets 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7:00 pm
at Rabbi Raine’s La Casa; contact Raine for address
Contact: Raine Teller rebbaraine@icloud.com

Dallas Storytelling Guild (VIRTUAL)
(Dallas Area)
Story Circle meets the 2nd Wednesday of the month, 
7:00–9:00 pm
Contact:  Peggy Helmick-Richardson, 469-955-0595, 
peggy@twicetellers.com
https://dallasstorytelling.org/

Doc Moore Storytelling Guild  (VIRTUAL)
Meets Virtually the 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30-
7:00pm on Zoom
Contact: Tim Tingle, President, 830-832-4288, 
luksi853@outlook.com

East Texas Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Tyler/Henderson/Kilgore/Holly Lake/Diana Area)
Please contact for meeting location and time:  
Dru Woods, 903-769-0702, druwoods@yahoo.com

El Paso Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(El Paso Area)
Please contact for meeting location and 
time: Sandra Aguirre-Magana, 915-540-9305, 
elpasostorytellingguild@gmail.com

Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Waco Area)
Adults – Meets 4th Saturday of the month, 10:30 am
at The Good Neighbor House, 2301 Colcord Avenue, 
Waco, TX
Youth – Meet Wednesdays, September – May, 4:30-
5:30pm (except on holidays)
at the Hewitt Public Library, Hewitt, TX
Contact: Vivian Rutherford, 254-717-1763,  
vivian.rutherford@thestorylady.org
https://www.facebook.com/
HeartOfTexasStorytellingGuild/

Houston Storytellers Guild (VIRTUAL)
(Houston Area)
Meets Virtually 4th Tuesday of the month, 7:00 pm
Contact Sally Goodroe, goodroe@earthlink.net
http://houstonstorytellers.org;   
hsg@houstonstorytellers.org

Storytelling Calendar
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The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter 
published by the Tejas Storytelling 
Association.
Editor: Sandra Aguirre-Magaña 
Production: Karen Wollscheid 
Contributors: varies for each issue
Tejas Teller submission deadline is the 
last Friday of the month of each calendar 
quarter end: March, June, September, and 
December. 
General news items can be sent to the 
editor at magana.sandra525@gmail.com
Currently the Tejas Teller is being 
distributed electronically to email 
addresses stored with TSA membership 
records. If you would like a printed copy 
of the newsletter, please notify the TSA 
Office at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com.

214 W. Hickory St. 
Denton, TX 76201

DONATIONS
We need your support in our mission of 

storytelling. Please send your tax deductible 
donation in support of storytelling and our mission 
in this region. Thank you!

CHECK: Mail your donation check to TSA, 214 W. 
Hickory St., Denton, TX 76201.

ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations

MEMBERSHIP
If you are not a member, come and join our 

storytelling family and friends in our region. We can 
spread the tradition and the power of storytelling. All 
are welcome; every member is important, whether 
story listener, storyteller, or story lover.

Even if you took some time off or have been a 
member in the past, we would love have you back!

Membership Categories: (Yearly)
Individual: ........................................$35
Family: ..............................................$60
Organization: .................................. $75
Youth (age 18 and younger):........$10

»» CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application 
found on our website under the Membership 
tab and mail with your check or credit card 
information to TSA, 214 W. Hickory St., Denton, 
TX 76201.

»» PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940-
380-9320. We will return your call, answer 
your questions, and record your credit card 
information for billing.

»» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/
Membership

TSA’s mission is to foster an appreciation of 
storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art, 
and an educational tool. Our members are a vital 
part in making this mission succeed. We need you!

Storytelling Event Free Advertising
Submit your event on our webpage for all to see! 
You can list your Affiliate Guild events on the Tejas 
Storytelling Association’s website.
Simply go to https://tejasstorytelling.com and click 
on Submit Event Listing under the Event Calendar 
tab in the top menu. 
If you submit early enough, it will go into our next 
newsletter. This is just one of the services offered 
by the Tejas Storytelling Association.
https://tejasstorytelling.com/events

Don’t miss any of the Facebook and Twitter 
posts highlighting storytellers, concerts and 

activities at the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Like us! Become a friend! Share!
https://facebook.com/tejasstorytellingassociation 
https://facebook.com/texasstorytellingfestival 

https://twitter.com/tejastales

Tejas Storytelling Association 
Non-Discrimination and Social Justice 
Policy

The Tejas Storytelling Association is organized 
and operates with the purpose of seeking out 
and encouraging audiences and storytellers 
from diverse backgrounds. We firmly commit 
our organization to equality, fairness, safety, and 
justice for all. Whenever and wherever we gather, 
we commit to providing a safe and inclusive 
environment.

We oppose acts of discrimination, harassment, 
hate, or violence against groups or persons 
based on age, race, ethnicity or nationality, color, 
religious belief, gender, sexual orientation or gender 
identification, health or physical disability, and 
experience. We oppose injustice and oppression in 
whatever forms they might take.

We commit our organization to operate in a way 
that represents the best practices of environmental 
stewardship.
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