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O, Canada
By Elizabeth Ellis

In 2019 I was invited to come to the national 
storytelling conference of the Storytellers of 
Canada-Conteurs du Canada for the following year 
to do a Master Class with Loren Niemi about telling 
difficult stories. Then 2020 arrived, and so did 
Covid. It interrupted everything. The conference was 
postponed until 2021. You know what came next. 
The conference was postponed until 2022. Mercifully 
by that time we could cross the border into Canada. 
That was a relief. I was beginning to think that I was 
trapped in some remake of the movie Groundhog 
Day.

Finally in May of 2022, this wonderful event really 
happened. If you listened carefully, you could hear 
the angels singing in the background. Canadians 
have a well-deserved reputation for being polite. 
I can personally vouch for that being true. When 
Canadians loose your luggage, they are so polite 
about it they give you a toiletry kit—and a container 
of fabric freshener that you can spray on your dirty 
clothes. I arrived on Tuesday. By the time my luggage 
arrived on Thursday at suppertime the concept of six 
feet of social distancing was beginning to take on a 
whole new meaning.

The conference was entirely story centered. By 
that I mean that I did not hear any presentations 
on the business part of being a storyteller. No 
workshops were presented on that kind of topic. 
Storytellers did not stand around and talk about 
their “brand”. It was a thoroughly enjoyable event. 
Noa Baum is an Israeli born American teller. Her 
keynote was focused on healing differences by 
listening and talking with those we may think of as 

the “other”. I was 
proud of her.

The day long Master 
Class taught with 
Loren Niemi went 
well and was warmly 
received. The majority 
of Canadian tellers 
focus on folktales. 
Many of them deal 
with difficult topics, 
so we had a good group of eager participants. 
Lots of tellers include historical stories in their 
presentations. Personal stories are not shared nearly 
as often as they are here in the United States. The 
Difficult Stories workshop addresses all three of 
these types of stories, so I felt our Master Class was 
both useful and appropriate.

However, I had also been asked to present a solo 
workshop from my new book Prepare To Scare and 
that’s where I got into hot water. Since it was a 
three-hour workshop I decided to begin by telling my 
favorite ghost story The Dream That Saved Wilbarger. 
You’ve probably heard it since several Tejas tellers tell 
it. The part I love is how the sister comes back from 
the dead to save her brother’s life. It is a true story 
from the days of the Texas frontier.

While I was telling it facial expressions and body 
language told me it had been a poor choice. I had not 
been sensitive to the experience of the participants. 
I had read in the paper about the discovery of the 
five hundred graves of indigenous children found 
at boarding schools run by the government or the 
Church. I had not taken the time to think about what 
effect that might be having on the participants in my 
workshop.
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They were upset that I would tell a story where 
Indians were the enemy. They were angry with me, 
and some of them got up to leave the workshop. I 
asked them to stay to give us a chance to process 
our feelings. I was grateful that they all agreed to do 
so.

It was obvious that my error in judgment had 
created a situation where they were unable to learn 
from me. I decided we needed to address what had 
just happened more than we needed to try to stick 
to my scheduled presentation.

I asked them to express their feeling about the 
experience honestly. Several of them did so. They 
were openly emotional in their responses. I accepted 
their responses and thanked them for their honesty. 
I resisted the temptation to say, “But, some of my 
best friends are Native Americans.” I did not try to 
defend myself. I was open in telling them I had made 
a mistake. When asked why I had chosen that story I 
shared how the story was a part of our Texas history 
and there isn’t anything I can do to change that. The 
appeal the story has for me is the sister coming back 
after death in order to save the life of her brother. 
I shared with them that I do not believe that I am 
responsible for what my ancestors did in the past. I 
did, however, share that I believe I am responsible for 
what is happening now in my lifetime. I bear direct 
responsibility for what is happening now.

Talking our way through what had happened took 
about forty minutes. At the end of the discussion 
I asked them if they wanted to stay and work on 
scary stories or if they would prefer to leave. They 
all decided to stay. What I had planned to present 
and to be shortened to fit the time available. I feel 
the discussion we had was more important than the 
workshop material I had planned to present. 

So think for a moment about what to do when 
folks are offended by what you present, whether it is 
a workshop or a story or an idea.

•	 accept that this is going to happen from time to 
time and remain calm.

•	 try not to become defensive.
•	 if possible, talk about it with the person or 

group who is offended.
•	 if that’s not possible, offer to be in contact by 

email at a later date to hear their concerns.
•	 never stay in a situation where you are being 

verbally abused or physically threatened. Leave 
immediately.

•	 learn from the experience. Perhaps they have 
something to share with you that you need 
to think about that will help you be a better 
presenter, or a better teller.

Perhaps that last point is the most important. 
These situations are uncomfortable, but there is a lot 
to be learned from them.
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Isn’t a relief to know you’re being lied to? That’s 
what led Anne Rutherford & Norm Brecke, from 
Portland, OR to produce a series called “The Good 
Liar’s Club,” a non-competitive show where tellers 
stretch the truth ’til it giggles.

“We started it live on Zoom in November 2020, 
actually as an  alternative to the Presidential 
debates.” Rutherford comments. “It was so well-
received we started producing the shows quarterly, 
and now we are going for broke with an all-day Good 
Liars Club Festival, live on Zoom Saturday August 
6th.” 

The online festival features thirty-two tellers in 
seven showcases, starting 
at 2pm CDT and running 
until the last showcase at 9 
CDT. Audience members can 
drop in and out for as many 
showcases as they please, or 
stay for the whole festival of 
fabulation. 

The 2022 Festival includes 
Texas’ own prize-winning liars 
Donna Ingham and Bernadette 
Nason. Co-producer Anne 
Rutherford was a featured 
teller at the 2022 Tejas 
Storytelling Festival, and 
joins Donna & Bernadette as 
a 1st place winner Tejas Liars 
Contest, Anne in 2021. “I have an emotional kinship 

Texas Truth-Stretchers Appear in  
First Good Liars Club Festival

with the fantastic truth-stretchers of the Lone Star 
State!” Anne says.

 “We started with Pacific Northwest tellers 
and expanded to include tellers from across the 
country — even from Singapore!,” said Anne. “We 
have discovered a wealth of people, from nationally 
knows tellers to local gems, who have a real knack for 
stretching the truth.” 

“When we added tall traditional folktales add to 
the mix we hit gold,” says Brecke. “Lies are not a new 
concept in storytelling. We’ve had African tales and 
quite a few stories from Asia that stretch the truth 
over our six-show run.”

The August 6th Good Liars Club Festival continues 
that tradition. “The liars — er, excuse me, tellers — 
will be telling original and classic tall tales, as well 
as folktale whoppers and even lies set to music,” 
Rutherford said. “Our audience has said over and 
over again what fun it is to just tune in and laugh,” 
Brecke said. “We are lucking to have a community of 
folks willing to do this with us!”

Texas’ own Bernadette Nason will appear in the 
Three Ladies & a Gentleman showcase from 3 - 4pm 
CDT, and Donna Ingham in The Prevaricators from 8 
- 9pm CDT. See showcase lineups & register: https://
tinyurl.com/goodliarsclubfestival2022/

To donate:  https://tinyurl.com/
donategoodliarsfest2022. Donors receive a link to 
watch a recording on demand, active for 10 days 
afterwards. More info at http://anne-norm.com and 
http://goodliarsclub.com

“Angels” Bernadette  
& Donna

New Youth Storytelling Page on TSA Website 
The TSA Youth Storytelling Committee is excited to announce that we now have a page dedicated to 

youth storytelling and storytelling coaching to youth. Please check it out here: https://tejasstorytelling.com/
youth-storytelling/

Since this page is new, we will be adding resources to it often. As a matter of fact, if you have any website 
resources that you feel could benefit youth storytellers, youth storytelling clubs, youth storytelling coaches, please 
send those links, activities, articles our way at sue.kuentz@gmail.com. If you know of youth storytelling clubs in your 
community, we’d love to list them on this page so other kids can find them. If you are involved with youth storytelling 
in your community and would like to serve on our TSA Youth Storytelling Leadership Committee, Please email Sue 
Kuentz at sue.kuentz@gmail.com with any of your resources, questions or concerns. We’re excited!

https://tinyurl.com/goodliarsclubfestival2022/
https://tinyurl.com/goodliarsclubfestival2022/
https://tinyurl.com/donategoodliarsfest2022
https://tinyurl.com/donategoodliarsfest2022
http://anne-norm.com
http://www.goodliarsclub.com
https://tejasstorytelling.com/youth-storytelling/
https://tejasstorytelling.com/youth-storytelling/
mailto:sue.kuentz@gmail.com
mailto:sue.kuentz@gmail.com
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By David Thompson, Central Texas Storytelling Guild

So, here’s what ‘s going on in my neck of the 
woods. Several months ago (well, February to be 
exact) I had a serious eye injury requiring surgery. 
During the three months hiatus from actually telling, 

I re-evaluated my storytelling repertoire – with a 
scalpel, at that. That’s when things truly began to 
change.

Taking a cue from TSA’s 
infamous storyteller Donna 
Ingham (Love you Miz Donna!) 
and her setting of the 
Demeter-Persephone Greek 
myth in West Texas, I started 
contemplating doing the same 
with the Norse myths – you 
know, Loki, Thor, Odin, Idun, the Valkyries, those 
folks. So far, I’ve successfully adapted 2 stories, 
“Raganarok” and “The Golden Apples of Youth” and 
re-staged them, West Texas I-10 and the hill country 
respectively. Lots of fun and a helluva lot of work 
at the same time. For example, Odin had a eight-
legged horse, Sleipner. So, how do you “modernize” 
something like this? How about a white Ford F-450 
extended cab with eight wheels and O.D. & Son 
Demolitions stenciled on the doors? What about the 
word “Sleepy” stenciled on the hood? You following 
here? Good.

Then there’s Idunn’s golden apples of youth. 
Hmmm…let’s see, the Hill Country has vineyards 

So Now What…
and everyone in Texas knows about Frederickburg’s 
peaches, so why not an apple orchard somewhere 
near Kerrville adjoining a plot of land with a fixer-
upper house and outbuilding? One real estate agent 
(read: house flipper), his faithful dog, and the sale of 
land leads to a meeting between a human and two 
gentle loving Norse Gods who just happen to have 
that special apple tree. People, it works! It works so 
wonderfully.

Others in the works are the Death of Baldur 
at a Wild West Show just outside Dallas, working 
title “Baldy Takes a Bullet.” Another will re-tell The 
Theft of Brisengamen, the Goddess Freya’s golden 
necklace, working title “Miss Brie’s San Antonio 
Debutante Ball.” The plan here is to have Odin, 
Thor, and Loki meet the Chanques, Meso-American 
tricksters.

This is definitely a labor of love, on my part. 
Many of you know, I tell “different” stories (define 
“different” as you will), so this project should come 
as no surprise to you. I will have 3 of these stories 
ready to tell at Festival in 2023 – just give me a 
chance.

(Two more projects include expanding my “Viva 
il coltello!!: Farinelli – the First European Superstar,” 
and polishing off “Mystics, Monks, and Holy Fools: 
Little Known Orthodox Saints.”) 

This 3 month period has been so exciting and 
fruitful. I definitely think every teller needs some 
down time. Carpe Diem, y’all!!

Info:
SEE
PAGE 7

A blast from the past!
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2022-2023 TSA  Governing Board
David Claunch,  President
dr.dilly.dally@gmail.com

Dalton Gregory, Treasurer
daltonrgregory@gmail.com

Nancy Self, Secretary
nself42@gmail.com

Sandra Aguirre-Magana
magana.sandra525@gmail.com

Kathy Culmer
khculmer@aol.com

Rick Davis
riverwoodtx3.gmail.com

Elizabeth Ellis 
storyellis9@gmail.com

Sue Kuentz
sue.kuentz@gmail.com

Jaye McLaughlin
jayemclaughlin@gmail.com

Hank Roubicek
roubey@aol.com

Brooks Myers
bmyers2@austin.rr.com

Karen Archer
karrcher1234@gmail.com

Kim Lehman
kimlehman123@gmail.com

Michael Brundy
mjbrundy@gmail.com

Janet Bickel-Burton
jhbickleburton@gmail.com

Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a  

non-profit organization dedicated to 
fostering the appreciation of storytelling 

as an oral tradition, a performing art,  
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

From the TSA President
We are embarking on a wonderfilled year. 

The Board and Executive Committee are busy 
filling the Association’s committees and teams. 
We need you! If there is a particular place 
you would like to contribute, please let me or 
another board member know and we will sign 
you up. Look in your e-mail in the next couple of 
weeks for the Summer Survey. You will have an 
opportunity to have a good laugh at me and let 
us know where you might like to serve. 

Member Interest Survey
I hope y’all get as big a laugh as the board did: I put together the 

Google Form for the Board of Director election for Michael Brundy. I 
added a question asking if you might be interested in serving on a future 
board. I was ecstatic to see that we had a significant portion (almost 
25% of respondents) were interested in serving on a future board. 
However, I did not design the form so that I can identify the people who 
indicated interest! LOL 

Please indulge us in one more Google Form Survey. Tejas Storytelling 
Association would like to invite you to become more involved in the 
organization. Our volunteers are crucial to producing the Festival 
and other TSA sponsored events. Becoming more involved is a great 
way to get to know other people who love and support stories and 
storytellers. Please take a minute to fill out this form. https://forms.gle/
wVtAXUG9F94EHGGc

The Committee Chair People and Team Leaders will follow up with 
you soon. We will collect the potential board members and follow up 
next year.”

Hmmm we were headed back from a dive. Editors 
Note: David is a master diver. Every summer he 

teaches classes and leads dives in Key West.

mailto:dr.dilly.dally@gmail.com
mailto:daltonrgregory@gmail.com
mailto:nself42@gmail.com
mailto:magana.sandra525@gmail.com
mailto:khculmer@aol.com
riverwoodtx3.gmail.com
mailto:storyellis9@gmail.com
mailto:sue.kuentz@gmail.com
mailto:jayemclaughlin@gmail.com
mailto:roubey@aol.com
mailto:bmyers2@austin.rr.com
mailto:karrcher1234@gmail.com
mailto:kimlehman123@gmail.com
mailto:mjbrundy@gmail.com
mailto:jhbickleburton@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/wVtAXUG9F94EHGGc
https://forms.gle/wVtAXUG9F94EHGGc
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By Rick Davis, TSA Vice-President 

For our MEMBERS! - TSA will be featuring FREE 
virtual events, via Zoom, periodically through the end 
of 2022 and up to the Festival in 2023. 

The focus of our Virtual Events Program in 
providing this new benefit to our TSA membership, is 
to showcase - through free viewership - current TSA 
Guild storytelling events. Our intent is to feature and 
support the local guild and their celebration of telling 
the story, education at the local level, and their 
training of each members’ voice and skill in telling. 
TSA would like to promote what is actually happening 
locally across the span of our Guilds. 

•	 The first Guild to be featured will be the San 
Antonio Storytellers Association’s regularly 
scheduled Story Night the first Wednesday of 
August. Look for this announcement on our TSA 
Events Website, the TSA Facebook page, and 
in an email that will be sent to each of TSA’s 
current membership. 

NEW! - TSA Virtual Events are Coming! 

Nancy grew up as an only child 
in a small town of Woodruff, 
South Carolina. She completed 
BA and MA degrees from Furman 
University and a Ph.D degree in 
elementary education from the 
University of North Carolina in 
Chapel Hill. Prior to moving to 
Texas in 1983, Nancy taught in 
elementary schools in SC. and 

NC. In May 2012 she retired from Texas A&M after 
teaching for 26 years in the Department of Teaching, 
Learning, and Culture.

Storytelling was introduced to her by Waynetta 
Ausmus, Tim Tingle, and Doc Moore around 2000 
when they came to TAMU and presented stories and 
workshops for professors and future teachers. She 
was immediately fascinated by the power of stories 
and set about to convince her college students just 
how valuable the skill of storytelling would be to 
them as teachers in the classroom. During a month 

Also planned: 

•	 The (Waco) Heart of Texas Storytelling 
Guild’s annual October Cemetery and Ghost 
Story event. 

•	 A TSA Tellebration Event November 19th (at 
2:00pm) - featuring eight (8) tellers, each from 
one of our Guilds. 

•	 And we have tentative plans for showing the 
North 40 Guild’s January 2023 Workshop for a 
to be determined training/educational skill. 

TSA’s wishes to honor our goal of promoting and 
supporting the grass root effort of developing and 
celebrating storytelling by each of our local Guilds. 
And, through the Virtual Programs, share some of 
these great moments with the full TSA membership. 
WE are very excited to offer this new program. Please 
look for the announcements – and join us! 

Meet TSA Board Member Nancy Self
long course segment each year on storytelling, 
students learned skills which they could practice by 
participating in a storytelling guild at the Children’s 
Museum that was inspired by Tim and Doc , or the 
one that Nancy created on the TAMU campus. For 
two years she taught a special one hour course to 
freshman TAMU students as a way of helping them 
to bond with each other in a relaxed environment 
with the goal of enhancing student retention. At 
the end of the course each group presented a 
Tellabration! event for the community.

Since college students were not likely to travel to 
a festival in Denton, or a summer NSN conference to 
see professional storytellers in action, Nancy sought 
to bring some of those tellers to campus to perform 
their magic for the students. Indeed the students as 
well as other community organizations were inspired 
by the likes of Tom Hunter, Diane Ferlatte, Tim Tingle, 
Bobby and Sherry Norfolk, and Donna Ingham, 
among others.

Continued...
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Upon retirement Nancy really missed the 
opportunities to have professional tellers visit 
College Station. Elizabeth Ellis planted the idea of 
house concerts in her mind and she was off on 
another storytelling adventure. To date, she has 
hosted 14 different house concerts with tellers such 
as Elizabeth Ellis, Toni Simmons, Eldrena Douma, 
Bernadette Nason, Lyn Ford, Kathy Culmer, and 
DeeCee Cornish, to name a few. Prior to COVID Nancy 
conducted storytelling workshops for Pre-K teachers 
as well as some story performances for churches, 
retirement communities, and the Brazos Valley 
African American Museum. She is planning to resume 
new storytelling avenues this year. 

 All-in all, storytelling and the Tejas Storytelling 
Association with its amazing storytellers have 
permeated and enriched Nancy’s life for 20 plus 
years. From 2011-2013 Nancy was a Tejas Board 
member, serving as the secretary and member of 
the awards committee. Now she is embarking upon 
a second term from 2022-2024 and awaiting new 
experiences and friendships that storytelling helps to 
create.

NSN Conference
Jaye McLaughlin, Texas State Liaison to South Central 
Board member, Trudy Hason 

NSN (National Storytelling Network) is having a 
one day Conference on July 30, 2022! It is online and 
the membership meeting is available for free! Other 
events please see below. You can also check out 
http://storynet.org for more information about NSN. 
If you are not a member, you can join for $75.00 for 
one year. Rethinking NSN information will be at the 
membership meeting. Please come! See what other 
storytellers are thinking and saying!!

•	 Welcome | 1:00 PM CT

•	 Membership Meeting | 1:30 PM CT 
Please note: The membership meeting is FREE 
to attend and will be streamed on Facebook 
Live. The link to access the meeting will be 
posted to the conference webpage as soon as 
it’s ready.

•	 Oracle Awards Ceremony | 4:00 PM CT

•	 Oracle Recipient Concert | 5:30 PM CT

•	 Grand Slam | 7:00 PM CT

TSA Event Calendar
August 3 – In Person Family Event
10:30am to 12:30pm 
Uvalde El Progreso Memorial Public Library  
Tellers: Gloria Kunnapilly, Sue Kuentz, Mark Babino, 
Lou-Lou Barbour (friend of SASA) and hopefully Mary 
Ann Blue. 
Produced by the San Antonio Storytelling Association

August 3 - Virtual
Featuring the San Antonio Storytellers Association’s 
STORY NIGHT
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84583266165?pwd=dGdi
a1g1dW9hK2tOZklyNkgvamZGdz09
Meeting ID: 845 8326 6165
Passcode: 066738
Phone: 346 248 7799

September 22 - Online Fundraiser
North Texas Day of Giving
Keep an eye out for more information.

October TBA - Virtual 
(Waco) Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild’s annual 
October Cemetery and Ghost Story event. 

November 19 - Virtual
TSA Tellebration Event
2:00 pm. 
Featuring eight (8) tellers, each from one of our 
Guilds. 

January 2023: TBA - Virtual
North 40 Guild Workshop

Board Member cont...

Continued...

http://storynet.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84583266165?pwd=dGdia1g1dW9hK2tOZklyNkgvamZGdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84583266165?pwd=dGdia1g1dW9hK2tOZklyNkgvamZGdz09
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Other Storytelling Events

July 30 - Virtual
National Storytelling Network Conference
1:00 – 7:00 pm Central Time
https://storynet.org/events/conference/

July 31 - Virtual
Elizabeth Ellis - Mid-Summer Madness 
6:00 pm - Central Time 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Donation accepted.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88250236489?pwd=SFZ
WN3BIZVJqSUxQeWxjNEtxUE1IZz09
Meeting ID: 882 5023 6489
Passcode: 311507

August 6 - Virtual
Good Liars Club Festival
Virtual with recording viewing for ten days.
All day
Featuring Donna Ingham and Bernadette Nason 
among many others.
Donation accepted.
https://tinyurl.com/goodliarsclubfestival2022/

August 28 - Virtual
Elizabeth Ellis - Learning and Forgetfulness
6:00 pm - Central Time 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Donation accepted.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89158302511?pwd=qryw
uxJyaPq81xRACRkupFC_6HQXqX.1
Meeting ID: 891 5830 2511
Passcode: 199578

September 18 - Virtual
Elizabeth Ellis - Reaping and Sowing
6:00 pm - Central Time 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Donation accepted.
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/81188054681?pwd=18N9tl8_
kYwZ1TjKrENgtCIA0Uh9Fc.1
Meeting ID: 811 8805 4681
Passcode: 942696

October 15 – In Person
“Walking Tales” - Bringing Historic Stories to Life
Live- 10:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Oakwood Cemetery, Waco, Texas

October 29 – In Person
Spookies & S’Mores
Live open mic of ghost stories, urban legends and 
plenty of s’mores!
7:00 - 8:30 pm
The Good Neighbor House, 2301 Colcord Avenue, 
Waco, TX

October 30 - Virtual
Elizabeth Ellis - Something Wicked This Way Comes
6:00 pm - Central Time 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Donation accepted.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84776449842?pwd=WGi
Df71M31Huk7t4-oUzwhgb_jtz2T.1
Meeting ID: 847 7644 9842
Passcode: 486439

https://storynet.org/events/conference/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88250236489?pwd=SFZWN3BIZVJqSUxQeWxjNEtxUE1IZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88250236489?pwd=SFZWN3BIZVJqSUxQeWxjNEtxUE1IZz09
https://tinyurl.com/goodliarsclubfestival2022/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89158302511?pwd=qrywuxJyaPq81xRACRkupFC_6HQXqX.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89158302511?pwd=qrywuxJyaPq81xRACRkupFC_6HQXqX.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81188054681?pwd=18N9tl8_kYwZ1TjKrENgtCIA0Uh9Fc.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81188054681?pwd=18N9tl8_kYwZ1TjKrENgtCIA0Uh9Fc.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81188054681?pwd=18N9tl8_kYwZ1TjKrENgtCIA0Uh9Fc.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84776449842?pwd=WGiDf71M31Huk7t4-oUzwhgb_jtz2T.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84776449842?pwd=WGiDf71M31Huk7t4-oUzwhgb_jtz2T.1
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Guild News
The North 40

The North 40 guild is enjoying meeting together 
again. Thanks to Dean Keith who sets up the zoom 
link so that those who can’t make the meeting in 
person can join in. We enjoy staying connected with 
all our members. Congratulations to Dean for earning 
3rd place at the Liars Contest at the Houston Guild. 

A few of the members have had some storytelling 
opportunities recently. Genie Hamel helped to 
end the school year at a school in Plano by telling 
stories there. Regina Matthews gave a presentation 
at an elementary school in Garland. She and her 
granddaughter were interviewed in a podcast 
by Joy and Company about the book they wrote 
together. Michael Brundy told a story at a Juneteenth 
celebration in Dallas and entertained grandparents 
and their grandchildren at Heritage Ranch in 
Fairview. Beth Ayers has participated in a story slam 
recently.  Minetta Smith had a fun time telling a 
couple of stories to Moms and Tots at Heights Park in 
Richardson. Slowly opportunities to  share stories are 
opening up. 

San Antonio Storytellers 
Association

You and your family and friends are ALWAYS 
welcomed to join us on Zoom the first Wednesday 
of each month for our SASA Story Night. We invite 
you to share a short tale, song or poem or be our 
listeners. This summer through September, we’ll 
have a SASA member begin with a five minute tip 
on storytelling and then the tales begin. We do 
record our Story Night Live on our San Antonio 
Storytellers’ YouTube Channel and we encourage you 
to subscribe: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCzkwY8MlVVkCpUD-GUpJ_Vw

The Tejas Storytelling Association is supporting 
our August 3rd SASA Story Night by advertising us 
on the TSA Facebook page and by inviting all TSA 
members to drop by on our Zoom link and share 
a tale or listen. We are excited to have all of you 
celebrate story with us! Look for the poster and link 
in your email and also on social media.

Reaching out to the families in Uvalde, TX:
Members of SASA will be carpooling to the Uvalde 

El Progreso Memorial Public Library on Wednesday, 
August 3 and telling our favorite tales to the children 
and their families from 10:30am to 12:30pm. We are 
delighted that we can bring some fun and laughter 
to these families before school begins later in the 
month. Storytellers sharing their talents are youth 
teller Gloria Kunnapilly, Sue Kuentz, Mark Babino, 
Lou-Lou Barbour (friend of SASA) and hopefully Mary 
Ann Blue.

Heart of Texas 
The Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild will present 

“Walking Tales” - Bringing Historic Stories To Life on 
Saturday, October 15, 2022 at the historic Oakwood 
Cemetery, Waco, Texas.  2124 S. 5th Street.

Come and enjoy a unique experience!   As you 
leisurely stroll through Oakwood, interpreters, many 
in period dress, stationed throughout the cemetery 
will give voice to the renowned, legendary and 
infamous people laid to rest there. 10am – 1:00pm.  
Free to the public!

The Youth Guild of The 
Heart of Texas Storytelling 
Guild will host Spookies & 
S’Mores on October 29, 2022.  
It will be an open mic of ghost 
stories, urban legends and 
plenty of s’mores! 7-8:30pm.  
Free to the public. Location:  
The Good Neighbor House, 2301 Colcord Ave., Waco.

Dallas Storytelling Guild 
The Dallas Storytelling Guild is excited to once 

again to offer our local storytelling fans the 
opportunity to meet in person for our monthly 
meetings. These are hosted at 7 p.m. the second 
Wednesday of every month at The Point of C.C. 
Young in Dallas. We will also continue to host these 
meetings on Zoom l so those unable to attend for 
health or distance reasons can do so.  Go to our 
website https://dallasstorytelling.org for details.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzkwY8MlVVkCpUD-GUpJ_Vw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzkwY8MlVVkCpUD-GUpJ_Vw
https://dallasstorytelling.org
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The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter 
published by the Tejas Storytelling 
Association.
Kim Lehman, editor 
Karen Wollscheid, production 
Contributors: varies for each issue
Tejas Teller submission deadline is the 
last Friday of the month of each calendar 
quarter end: March, June, September, and 
December. 
General news items can be sent to the 
editor at kimlehman123@gmail.com
Currently the Tejas Teller is being 
distributed electronically to email 
addresses stored with TSA membership 
records. If you would like a printed copy 
of the newsletter, please notify the TSA 
Office at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com.

P.O.Box 2806 
Denton, TX 76202

DONATIONS
We need your support in our mission of 

storytelling. Please send your tax deductible 
donation in support of storytelling and our mission 
in this region. Thank you!

CHECK: Mail your donation check to TSA, P.O. 
Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202.

ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations

MEMBERSHIP
If you are not a member, come and join our 

storytelling family and friends in our region. We can 
spread the tradition and the power of storytelling. All 
are welcome; every member is important, whether 
story listener, storyteller, or story lover.

Even if you took some time off or have been a 
member in the past, we would love have you back!

Membership Categories: (Yearly)
Individual:  .......................................$35
Family:  .............................................$60
Organization:  ................................. $75
Youth (age 18 and younger): .......$10

 » CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application 
found on our website under the Membership 
tab and mail with your check or credit card 
information to TSA, P.O. Box 2806, Denton, TX 
76202.

 » PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940-
380-9320. We will return your call, answer 
your questions, and record your credit card 
information for billing.

 » ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/
Membership

TSA’s mission is to foster an appreciation of 
storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art, 
and an educational tool. Our members are a vital 
part in making this mission succeed. We need you!

Storytelling Event Free Advertising
Submit your event on our webpage for all to see! 

You can list your Affiliate Guild events on the Tejas 
Storytelling Association’s website yourself.

Simply go to http://www.tejasstorytelling.com 
and click on Submit Event Listing under the Event 

Calendar tab in the top menu. 
If you submit early enough, it will go into our next 
newsletter. This is just one of the services offered 

by the Tejas Storytelling Association.
https://tejasstorytelling.com/events

Don’t miss any of the Facebook and Twitter 
posts highlighting storytellers, concerts and 

activities at the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Like us! Become a friend! Share the posts! 
Spread the love!

www.facebook.com/tejasstorytelling 
https://twitter.com/tejastales

Tejas Storytelling Association 
Non-Discrimination and Social Justice 
Policy

The Tejas Storytelling Association is organized 
and operates with the purpose of seeking out 
and encouraging audiences and storytellers 
from diverse backgrounds. We firmly commit 
our organization to equality, fairness, safety, and 
justice for all. Whenever and wherever we gather, 
we commit to providing a safe and inclusive 
environment.

We oppose acts of discrimination, harassment, 
hate, or violence against groups or persons 
based on age, race, ethnicity or nationality, color, 
religious belief, gender, sexual orientation or gender 
identification, health or physical disability, and 
experience. We oppose injustice and oppression in 
whatever forms they might take.

We commit our organization to operate in a way 
that represents the best practices of environmental 
stewardship.

mailto:kimlehman123@gmail.com
mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
P.O.Box
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Membership
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Membership
http://www.tejasstorytelling.com
https://tejasstorytelling.com/events
www.facebook.com/tejasstorytelling
https://twitter.com/tejastales



