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The 2020 Texas
Storytelling Festival:
Tejas Live With 35!
It was 1985 when the first Texas Storytelling
Festival was held in Denton, Texas. This brainchild
of Finley Stewart has survived rainouts,
temperatures ranging from arctic blasts to heat
waves, a tornado alert, and even a misguided
sprinkler system, for 35 years. This year we will
commemorate our 35th anniversary by presenting
35 featured Tejas tellers hence the theme, Tejas
Live With 35! Our focus is on Tejas and it’s a
celebration! We will have live music, good food,
great things to buy and of course stories. We will
take a trip down memory lane and share tales
about the good old days. All of this will get us
energized for the next 35 years. You don’t want to
miss it. There’ll be something for everyone, young
and old.

Celebrate 35 years of
Texas Storytelling Festivals
Featuring 35 Tejas Tellers
Storytelling Concerts • Music • Ghost Stories
Kids’ Activities • Story Slam • Sacred Tales
Story Swaps • Liars Contest • Workshops

For registration and ticket prices, go to our website:
tejasstorytelling.com
tsa@tejasstorytelling.com • (940) 380-9320

Our featured tellers for this year will be Jeannine
Ghost Stories Concert
on Thursday: 7:30 pm - 9:35 pm
Pasini Beekman, David Claunch, Tim Couch, Kathy
Spring Break Concert (Elementary Age Kids) on Friday: 10:45 am - 12:00 pm
Story Slam: 1:15 pm to 2:45 pm on Friday
Culmer, Decee Cornish, Eldrena Douma, Elizabeth
Family Concert
& Kids’ Activities on Saturday: 10:00 am - 1:15 pm
Fringe Concerts on Saturday: 10:00 am - 11:15 am and 3:00 pm - 5:15 pm
Ellis, James Ford, Dalton Gregory, Donna Ingham,
Sacred Tales
and Tai Chi on Sunday: 9:30 am - 11:15 am
Mary Grace Ketner, J.B. Keith, Sue Kuentz, Shayne
SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER WILL BE PRESENT
Larango, Kim Lehman , Tom McDermott, Betsy
Mosier, Bernadette Nason, Ann Marie Newman,
Paul Normandin, Fred Peters, Jiaan Powers, Sheila
Starks Phillips, Jacqui Rash, Gayle Ross, Vivian
Rutherford, Consuelo Samarripa, Jay Stailey, Fran Stallings, Larry Thompson, Tim Tingle, Twice Upon a Time,
Darci Tucker, Shelly Tucker, and Nancy Burks Worcester.

This project is supported in part by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts

Although our line-up of featured tellers is all new for this year, we will offer many of the programs you have
come to love over the years: Ghost Stories, Liars Contest, Sacred Tales, Fringe Concerts, etc.
--Toni Simmons, Co-Artistic Director with MaryAnn Blue
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Festival Logistics
Lodging

The 2020 Texas Storytelling Festival will be back at
the City of Denton Civic Center, with some additional
programming provided at the Women’s Club building,
509 Oakland Street and Emily Fowler Library, 502
Oakland Street. Registration with be held at the Civic
Center.

Once again, SpringHill Suites Marriot, 1434
Centre Place Drive, Denton 76205, will be our host
hotel. Festival room rates will be $99 for a king
size or double queen, with no additional charge for
additional guests in the room. Deadline for festival
rates is 5 p.m. February 20. To make your reservation
under Texas Storytelling Festival, call 1-800-7719873 or 940-383-4100 or use this link: https://www.
marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?
id=1560176905372&key=GRP&app=resvlink

Festival Registration
To register for the 2020 Tejas Live with 35! Texas
Storytelling Festival, go to http://tsa23.wildapricot.
org/event-3696153
The Early Bird price of $60 for a full weekend
pass for members and $95 for non-members will be
available until February 26. After that, registration
for members will be $95 and $130 for non-members.
One day and individual concert and/or workshop
tickets are also available. For those who prefer to
pay by mail, a registration form is also provided in
this the newsletter or from the TSA website. https://
tejasstorytelling.com/festival/tickets

Optional Meals
Boxed lunches from Jason’s Deli will be offered on
Friday and Saturday. There will be a variety of options,
including vegetarian and gluten-free. The price for a
lunch is $11 (peanut butter and jelly is $8) and these
may be ordered when registering for the Festival.
A dinner catered by La Mexicana will be offered
Friday night, with regular, vegetarian and vegan
options available. Tickets are $15 person.

Festival T-shirts

Saturday night we will host our annual fundraiser,
the Talespinner Dinner. In addition to wine, beer,
soft drinks and iced tea, along with musical
entertainment, The Juicy Pig will again offer BBQ with
all the fixings. Don’t worry, vegetarians, we haven’t
forgotten you! There will be Jackfruit BBQ, beans,
potato salad, coleslaw. The cost of the dinner is $25.

This year, 35-for-35 Festival t-shirts with the list
of all 35 tellers are $15 and need to be ordered by
February 20.

Register for the Festival online at:
https://tejasstorytelling.com/festival/tickets
or use the form on page 14 of this newsletter
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Meet Our 2020 Festival Featured Storytellers
David Claunch

Elizabeth Ellis

David spent 21 years as a construction
project engineer. Then his right brain
demanded equal time! Suddenly, a clown,
balloon artist, and storyteller appeared! He
traveled and performed for 12 years. Now he
teaches math and science at a recovery high
school in Houston, and he tells stories of
course. www.davidclaunch.com

Elizabeth is the first recipient of the John
Henry Faulk Award and has been honored
by the National Storytelling Network with
the Circle of Excellence and Lifetime
Achievement Awards. Her new book Prepare
to Scare will be available this fall from
Parkhurst Brothers. www.elizabethellis.com

James Ford

Decee Cornish

James is a writer and storyteller who blends
both pathos and humor into his personal
history and family stories, telling at Texas
Tale Telling Festival, National Storytelling
Festival, Spring Arts Festival, George West
Storyfest, Patchwork of Storytelling Festival,
Texas Folk Life Festival, Haunting in the Hills
Festival and Big South Fork National Parks
Festival. drroffe@sbcglobal.net

This teller and oral historian provides
programs for students of all ages: Black
History, Texas History, the Civil War, tall
tales, legends and myths from around
the globe. He is a four-time winner in
Texas State Liar’s Contest, 2015 NSN Story
Slam National Champion, and Amon
Carter Museum Outstanding Performer for
presentations as the Negro Seminole Indian
Scout “Gator Bill”. deceecornish.com

Dalton Gregory
Gregory retired after 36 years as a teacher
and principal. He has worked with students
Pre-K through college seniors. He was
introduced to storytelling by the founders
of this festival. He has told in schools,
churches, civic clubs, scout groups,
barbershops, and campfires throughout the
Weminuche Wilderness in Colorado.
daltonrgregory@gmail.com

Tim Couch
Recently retired, Tim was formerly a lawyer
and middle school teacher. He served on the
Boards of TSA and the Dallas Storytelling
Guild. He has been a featured teller at the
Texas Storytelling Festival and a Spirit of
Oklahoma Festival Teller. He shares stories
at schools, churches, libraries, and museums.
dallasstorytelling.org/couch

Donna Ingham

Kathy Culmer

As a humorist and folklorist, Donna takes
the ancient art of storytelling and gives it
a Texas twist, sharing tall tales, folk tales,
historical, and personal stories told only as
a Texan could – or would. She is the 2007
recipient of the John Henry Faulk Award.
www.donnaingham.com

Kathy has shared folktales, historical tales,
faith stories, and original stories for more
than 25 years. She has been a featured
storyteller for the NBS International Festival
Gathering, has performed at The Exchange
Place at the National Storytelling Festival,
and has appeared here at the Texas Festival.
Kathy is author of “Big Wheel Cookies: Two
for a Penny”. www.kathyculmer.com

J.B. Keith
J.B. is a founding member of the Tejas
Storytelling Association and the Dallas
Storytelling Guild. He is a past president of
TSA and a John Henry Faulk awardee. J.B.
describes his original stories as the divergent
wandering of an undisciplined mind on the
brink of chaos. jbkeith2@verizon.net

Eldrena Douma
Eldrena grew up in the pueblo tribes of the
Laguna, Tewa, and Hopi. Her experiences
as a teacher and her Native upbringing
made a powerful foundation for her work as
a storyteller. A recipient of the prestigious
John Henry Faulk Award, she travels the
country sharing her captivating stories.
www.nastoryteller.blogspot.com
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Mary Grace Ketner

Betsy Mosier

Storytelling captured Mary Grace’s heart
two decades before she retired from UTSA’s
Institute of Texan Cultures and began to
focus on story work exclusively. Another
decade later, in 2018, she “retired” from
full-time storytelling, but we all know
what that means: she is still telling stories!
marygraceketner@gmail.com

Betsy has been telling stories for nearly
30 years. She says the best part of being a
teller is when the tale is done and she looks
out over the listeners and realizes that they
have come along on the adventure! Some
of it may even be true!
betsymosier@gmail.com

Bernadette Nason

Sue Kuentz

Award-winning storyteller, actress, author,
and TCA touring artist, Bernadette hails
from England, but performs everywhere.
Acclaimed for her spirited multicultural
folktales and anecdotes about her travels,
Nason’s memoir, Tea in Tripoli, regarding
her dangerous year in Libya, was recently
published, and the sequel, Dinner in Dubai,
is forthcoming. bernadettenason.com

Thank goodness storytelling found Sue early
in her career because she has a lot to say!
Her enthusiastic and interactive storytelling
of all genres was nurtured every year at
Tejas’ Storytelling Festival and Conferences.
She’s the 2016 recipient of the Tejas
Storytelling Association’s Colson-Herndon
Storytelling in Education Award.
www.door2lore.com

Ann Marie Newman

Shayne Larango

Ann Marie is a creative dreamer who grew
up to be a performance storyteller, visual
artist, and poet. She uses a variety of
materials and myriad techniques to create
sensory-rich storytelling experiences. Her
love for people, their stories, their art, is
made manifest through her “story sharing”.
www.annmarienewman.com

Shayne is the Story Source for Ten-gallon
Texas Tales and reigning “Biggest Liar
in Texas” awarded by the George West
Storyfest. She tells stories around Texas, the
USA, and as far away as Istanbul. A SugarCoated Hellcat who dearly loves to laugh,
she believes even serious stories deserve a
celebratory atmosphere. shaynelarango.com

Paul Normandin

Kim Lehman

Paul is a large man with a big mouth who
loves to tell stories to anyone who can’t
outrun him. Paul learned to tell stories
from the loving feedback of children while
teaching Sunday school. Paul remains
humbled to play on any stage with his
supportive and loving friends.
pagen8@gmail.com

Kim is an educator, storyteller, musician,
workshop presenter, and author. Currently,
on the Texas Commission on the Arts
Touring Roster, Kim has performed at
hundreds of festivals, schools, libraries, and
museums including being a featured teller
at the Texas Storytelling Festival. She is the
author of the book “Beekeeper’s Lab”.
www.kimlehman.com

Jeannine Pasini-Beekman
A founding member of TSA, Jeannine
Pasini-Beekman is known for the wit,
passion, and integrity of her award-winning
work. She combines an artful use of voice,
gesture and movement with extensive study
and research. An eighth-generation resident
of Louisiana, she currently serves as a
Louisiana Humanities Scholar.
j9pb@juno.com

Tom McDermott
Tom McDermott is a seasoned, salted, and
slightly solemn teller of tales, a crafter of
ukulele wonders, and a Zen-Methodist
pastor who is generally up to no good (for
all the right reasons). For nearly 25 years
he toured the US, Canada, and Ireland
masquerading as a semi-talented, musician
and storyteller. uketeller@gmail.com
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Fred Peters

Vivian Rutherford

My story starts when I was banished to
South Side Salvage in Wellington, TX. This
was great for a storyteller. I won the 4H
Salute to Excellence Award for “JUST SAY
NO as a professional volunteer. Also a Rising
Star and a State Liar who enjoys a load
of stories and an aspiring writer, just ask!
tipitellers.org

Vivian, native Houstonian and mother
of three, is a natural-born yarn-spinner.
She defies the joyless librarian bookworm
stereotype. She is a storyteller who does not
“hush” children – she positively incites and
inspires kids about reading through vivid
tales and commands attention and affection
from rapt listeners of her stories.
vivian.rutherford@thestorylady.org

Sheila Starks Phillips

Consuelo Samarripa

The 2005 recipient of the John Henry Faulk
Award, Sheila has twice been a Teller in
Residence at the International Storytelling
Center in Jonesborough, TN. Most recently
Sheila was featured for the second time at
the Timpanogos Storytelling Festival in Lehi,
Utah. She and Millie Kitty live in Sugar Land.
www.sheilaphillips.com

Consuelo is an educator, award-winning
author, bilingual storyteller, and performing
artist. Her services include educational
workshops for all ages, in-service/
training workshops and public speaking
engagements. Audiences relate to her
different perspectives - as a native and
a foreigner. Unique bilingual blends,
interesting “noise makers”, shawls and
costumes enhance her storytelling style.
at-consuelosamarripa.com

Jiaan Powers
Jiaan brings her love, expertise, and passion
for storytelling to each of her performances.
She tells multi-cultural folktales, literary
tales, and ghost stories often weaving them
together with snippets from down-home.
Audience members experience the “intimacy
of storying” as they participate in Jiaan’s
workshops or listen to her tell.
www.jiaanpowers.com

Jay Stailey
First featured in 1990, Jay has returned
to Denton as a teller, emcee, workshop
presenter, artistic director, volunteer, and
even labyrinth facilitator. It’s the Texas
Storytelling Festival that provided the
impetus and inspiration for Jay Stailey the
author, recording artists, professors, and
producers. Thanks for 35 years of storytelling
joy. jaystailey@sbcglobal.net

Jacqui Rash
Teller, Youth Service Programming librarian,
retired elementary principal, stand-up
comedian, and actress. Miss Jacqui provides
programs for students of all ages: Black
history, religious, comedy, diverse folktales,
legends and myths from around the globe,
presenting in Oklahoma, Texas, Belize
and Sydney. Her stories are energetic,
informative and educational!
jrash.storyteller@gmail.com

Fran Stallings
Fran Stallings’ favorite word is Imagination!
Based in Bartlesville OK, she performs and
teaches across the US and overseas. She
produces CDs of stories and songs and
has published award-winning books of
stories. She has received two NSN ORACLE
awards and now serves on NSN’s board
representing South Central states.
www.franstallings.com

Gayle Ross
Gayle is an enrolled citizen of the Cherokee
Nation and a direct descendant of Cherokee
Chief John Ross. It is from this rich cultural
heritage that Gayle’s storytelling springs.
Gayle has appeared at storytelling festivals,
schools, libraries, museums and performing
arts halls throughout the United States,
Canada, and Europe.
gayleross81@hotmail.com

Larry Thompson
Award-winning storyteller and cowboy poet
Larry has been in front of listeners for more
than 30 years. Larry is at home helping the
audience laugh, learn, and let loose. He
has told stories on mountain tops and in
valleys from New Mexico to South Carolina.
Whether the stage is a campfire ring, an RV
park, a fancy theater, or a back porch, Larry
brings a one-of-a-kind talent.
www.texasstorytelling.com
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Building Your
Storytelling with
Festival Workshops

Tim Tingle
A member of the Choctaw Nation of
Oklahoma, Tingle is a world-traveling
storyteller and the author of over twenty
books. He grew up in a working-class family,
paid his way through college—and though
he often had to hitch-hike to work, Tim is
most grateful that he never lived beneath a
bridge. www.timtingle.com

Workshop A – Historical Research 101

Darci Tucker

Presenter: Mary Margaret Campbell

Darci Tucker, a shape-shifter who portrays
more than 20 women from American history,
also tells folktales, fairytales and ghost
stories. She performs in schools all over the
country and plans her Oklahoma trip each
year to coincide with the Texas Festival,
where she has been involved since 2011.
www.americanlives.net

Even though historical research for stories can
seem like a daunting task, it doesn’t have to be. The
information is out there; you just have to know where
to look. This workshop will explore resources for
historical research.
Mary Margaret holds two degrees in
English from Texas Tech University. She
taught English and speech for twenty
years before becoming an oil and gas
landman. In 2004 she became involved
with George West Storyfest Association,
Inc., eventually serving as Executive Director from
2009-2018. marymargaret60@msn.com

Shelly Tucker
In a former life, she traveled Texas with her
spinning wheel in tow, spinning yarns both
literally and figuratively. These days, folks in
Denton know Shelly Tucker as “Ghost Lady,”
for most weekends she leads groups around
the square weaving tales of mystery for her
Ghosts of Denton tours.
www.ghostsofdenton.com

Workshop B – Music and Creativity for
Enriching Your Storytelling

Twice Upon a Time

PresenterL Trudy L. Hanson

Exploring the complex, challenging, and
humorous issues of our times, Gene and
Peggy Helmick-Richardson have shared their
stories together for over 20 years. Telling
from preschools to prisons, this tandem
duo presents folklore and fairytales from
around the world as well as reenactments of
characters from Texas history.
www.twicetellers.com

This interactive workshop provides a variety of
activities that can be used in a classroom setting
to encourage the use of sound and rhythm in
storytelling. Participants will participate in activities
that teach basic musical concepts (pitch, volume,
rhythm, and beat), as well as adding musical cues to
a simple story.
Trudy L. Hanson serves as Chair of
the Department of Communication at
West Texas A&M University. She earned
her doctorate at Texas Tech University.
She has served as President of the Texas
Speech Communication Association,
the Southern States Communication Association, as
editor of the Texas Speech Communication Journal. At
WTAMU, she directs the annual storytelling festival.
thanson@wtamu.edu

Nancy Burks Worcester
Nancy Burks Worcester has made a living
as a storytelling ventriloquist for almost 30
years. Accompanied by her “mannequinAmerican” friends, she has worked in
almost every state as well as Canada and
Mexico. She has a story included in “Best
Stories from the Texas Storytelling Festival”.
Nancy lives in Granbury with her firefighter
husband and six rescue animals. She has
four grandchildren. nancyandherfriends.com
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Workshop C – Enrich Stories with Props

She believes her storytelling is inspired by family,
especially her grandmothers who were the first
storytellers she ever heard. mycuentacuentos.blog

Presenter: Reba Ott
The workshop will show how to use simple props
that enhance stories to preschool and elementary
children.

Workshop F – Start with the Basics:
Folktales 101

Reba has told stories over 30 years
at Campfire camp and has been a
storyteller for the Round Rock YMCA
after school program until retiring last
year. She tells personal, history, pioneer,
nature and folk stories using props to
enhance stories and keep attention. She has been
an officer locally at TEJAS and has been a long time
member of the national NSN attending many national
events. gott_austin@yahoo.com

Presenter: Sally Goodroe
Folktales are tried-and-true stories that have
survived the test of time and so are perfect for all
tellers, from beginners on. In this workshop, we will
learn where to look for good folktales to tell, discuss
how to learn their basic structure, and practice
adding images and interpretation to create a tale for
telling that will serve you for many years to come.
Sally Bates Goodroe has told stories
for over 30 years in schools, libraries,
and festivals. Sally’s favorite stories are
world folktales, especially interactive
stories and stories from the British Isles.
She has a master’s degree in folklore
from the University of Edinburgh and works as a
librarian in Houston. goodroe@earthlink.net

Workshop D – Grants 101
Presenter: Valerie Kimble
This workshop will provide an overview of
the grant writing process from the nonprofit
organizational perspective for beginners, and tips for
more experienced applicants on crafting successful
proposals.

Workshop G – The Original Digital
Storytelling

Valerie Kimble has written grants
for libraries, nonprofits and storytelling
organizations for over 25 years. She
has been successful with federal, state,
foundation, and private grantors. Valerie
writes grants as a volunteer for TSA.
kimblevalerie@yahoo.com

Presenter: David Titus
This hands on workshop will teach a number of
string figures and show examples of more. String
figures were used in every culture for storytelling and
passing on information.
Dave has told stories and taught over
2 million children and adults. Last year
he was working with adult recovering
addicts in Ireland for three weeks, and
a week in Spain, Italy, Ukraine, Slovakia,
and Poland each using string stories
and activities. He also worked with many children.
storyteller-wordsmith.com or stringfigurestore.com

Workshop E – Storytelling in the Dual
Language Classroom
Presenter: Sandra Aguirre Magana
Learn how to integrate storytelling into your
language arts curriculum to motivate your dual
language students to communicate in their second
target language. Interactive strategies that stimulate
second language acquisition skills in English and
Spanish will be presented.
Sandra is a bilingual teacher and
author from Chicago who now calls
the Sun City of El Paso home. She has
performed storytelling for students,
friends, and family across many years.
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Want to be a part of the 2020
Festival?

The Talespinner Party, Story Store,
Concessions, and the Silent Auction
are important fundraisers for the
Tejas Storytelling Association.

Volunteers are needed to help in the following
activities:
• Registration
• Pre-registration (work with Beverly during the
week before Festival)
• Concessions
• Silent Auction
• Story Store (Late teens or adults with the ability
to calculate costs and handle money.)
• Youth Day
• Green Room (make good coffee, etc.)
• Set-up and Breakdown:
• Set-up, arrange and take down chairs and tables
• Unpack and pack boxes
• Move boxes from and to storage
• Other grunt work as needed
• Provide a truck (pick-up or larger) to transport
supplies and equipment from and to storage on
Thursday and/or Sunday.
• Drivers to transport Tellers from and to
airport(s)
• Ambassadors – Personal assistant to one of
our featured tellers throughout the Festival –
helping them with schedule and transportation
between hotel and Festival – making their visit
uncomplicated and pleasant – may or may not
be the driver who transports them from and
to airports. Supervision and guidance will be
provided.

The Talespinner Party is Saturday night. Join us for
this lively gathering of storytellers and story lovers.
TSA provides pre-dinner beer, wine, and appetizers.
Juicy Pig BBQ takes into consideration the needs of
vegan and vegetarian diets, so be sure to identify
your needs when you purchase your ticket with
registration.
Our Story Store features storytelling books, CDs,
puppets and other items that storytellers love but
cannot always find when we need them! Story Store
is open before, after, and between concerts.
Concessions are sold at the festival. You are
welcome to snack as your heart and tummy desire.
You may indulge in soft drinks, coffee, chips, granola
bars, candy, and fruit knowing that your purchase is
helping TSA pursue its mission.

The Texas Festival Silent Auction is right
around the corner
Raid your attic and search your local thrift store.
Or perhaps you have grown bored with some of your
items of clothing or accessories or have outgrown
some of the puppets or props you used when
you were a beginning
storyteller. Perchance the
kind of telling you do has
changed of late. There may
be lots of things you no
longer need or want taking
up space at your house.

Select the area of your choice and contact David
Claunch at dr.dilly.dally@gmail.com

Begin gathering up
items others may want
or need for the Silent Auction held at the Texas
Storytelling Festival. Remember that one person’s
disaster is another person’s delight! Haul out those
white elephants that you got for Christmas and
those presents that just didn’t fit. Help make this
year’s Silent Auction the best ever. And, don’t forget
to bring your checkbook and your credit cards.
Someone else is bound to bring something for the
Auction that you can’t live without!
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From the TSA President
Written December 24th, 2019
All the very best to you and yours at this
holiday season of the year. I have a very special
message for you from myself and the Tejas
Storytelling Association Board:

2019-2020 TSA Governing Board
Rebba Raine Teller, President
rabbiraine@gmail.com
David Claunch , Vice President
dr.dilly.dally@gmail.com
Dalton Gregory, Treasurer
daltonrgregory@gmail.com
Peggy Helmick-Richardson, Secretary
twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net
Philip Drexler
philip.drexler@gmail.com
Elizabeth Ellis
storyellis9@gmail.com
Gene Helmick-Richardson
twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net
Karla Sallade
mrotm6971@verizon.net
Robert Samples
3457RJS@gmail.com
Gary Whitaker
storyman@flash.net
Jacqui Rash
jrash.storyteller@gmail.com
Chester Weems
cjweems@cox.net
Beverly Benbow, Administrative Director
tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a
non-profit organization dedicated to
fostering the appreciation of storytelling
as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

WE NEED YOU NOW MORE THAN EVER!
Did you know that our Texas Storytelling
Festival is considered one of the finest festivals
in the world? But we don’t have enough people
involved to keep this organization and our beloved festival going. Have
you ever said to yourself, “I would like to become part of the inner-circle
of storytellers/listeners, who run this organization?” Now is the time!
Did you know that George West Story Telling Festival did not stop
running because of money issues? It stopped because there were
not enough people to help shoulder all the work that is necessary to
produce the festival.
We are there folks. We have the funding, thanks to our grant writer,
Valerie Kimble and her assistant grant overseer, Elizabeth Ellis. I just do
the signing and mailing of stuff to different grantors from my homebase
here in Austin. But a successful festival takes more than money.
How can you help? Get involved. We have IMMEDIATE openings
on the Board as well as a non-Board position as the editor for the
Teller. And, most critically— Jaye McLaughlin will take over the Artistic
Directorship for the 2021 Festival but we have no one taking on the
position of Managing Director for 2021. Either of these positions may
be shared with another person and immediate openings to shadow the
present directors for future Festivals are also available.
Former board members and directors, who may now be retired and
looking for such positions, are more than welcome to come back on the
Board or take over either directorship for the 2022 years.
If you don’t want to come on the Board or take a directorship now,
consider joining one of the committees working through the Board:
membership, awards, youth programs, guild liaison, volunteers,
nominating, our Denton crew….
No need to wait. Call me directly at (201) 463-6435. I can expedite
your acceptance into the role of your choice.
DON’T WAIT, WE NEED YOUR HELP/PARTICIPATION NOW.
Health, happiness, joy and peace. Rebba Raine Teller
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TSA News and Information
Welcome our Newest
Board Members

Yukon, Oklahoma resident,
Chester Weems has been involved
with storytelling for 30 years—both
listening and telling. He and his wife
Velma are retired educators—Velma
was a high school English teacher
and Chester finished his career in
2006 as director of state and federal programs for
Mid-Del Schools. He is also an active member of the
Territory Tellers and serves as its, as well as the state
of Oklahoma’s, liaison for the National Storytelling
Network. Experienced with grants, Chester is also
a photographer with a special interest in capturing
storytelling moments.

Over our 32-year history, Elizabeth
Ellis has served on the TSA board
for 15 years and as president twice.
She is also a founding member of
the Dallas Storytelling Guild. When
she is not busy calling to ask you to
volunteer for the festival, she spends
her time as a traveling storyteller—adventures that
have taken her as far away as New Zealand. She was
the first recipient of the John Henry Faulk Award
and has received both the Circle of Excellence and
Lifetime Achievement Awards from the National
Storytelling Network. Originally from Appalachia, she
lives in Dallas.

Often called “Miss Jacqui,”
Jacqulin Rash recently retired from
the Fort Worth Public Library as a
youth service programming librarian.
She is also a retired elementary
school principal, stand-up comedian
and actress. A resident of Arlington,
she is a long-time member of the Tarrant Area Guild
of Storytellers. She does outstanding work with
children of all ages covering diverse topics including
Black history, religion, comedy, folktales, legends and
myths from around the globe. To share her stories,
Miss Jacqui has traveled as near as Oklahoma City
and as far as Belize and Sydney, Australia.

Born and raised in our host city Denton, Dalton
Gregory has been a long-time
supporter of TSA. A retired
elementary school principal and past
Denton City Council member he has
also taught eighth grade English,
site coordinated the Houston ISD
Outdoor Education Center, served
as an adjunct faculty member with the University
of North Texas and volunteered for City of Denton
boards and commissions for 27 years. Married to
his high school sweetheart Donna Steward for 45
years, the couple have three daughters and three
granddaughters.

New Workshop Opportunities
Caretaking in Corpus? Laid up in Laredo?
Work bound in Waco?

Zoom.com. One was Prepare to Scare and the other
was Telling Stories from Women’s History. This pilot
project was a great success. Offered as a fundraiser
for T.S.A., the classes brought more than a thousand
dollars into the organization’s coffers. Perhaps the
greater success was giving each participant the
opportunity to deepen their knowledge and skills
in an area important to them. More workshops
and master classes are being planned as future
fundraisers for Tejas.
Continued...

Tejas Storytelling Association has something new
for you! You can attend outstanding storytelling
workshops without having to leave home. You can
get excellent story instruction in your pajamas if you
don’t feel like getting dressed. All of this is brought to
you through the magic of your computer.
In October and November Elizabeth Ellis offered
two different master classes using the platform
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TSA News and Information
2020 Texas Storytelling
Conference

In addition, there are big plans afoot for T.S.A.
members. In March, videos will be posted on our new
website about beginning storytelling. Each will be
twelve to fifteen minutes in length and will deal with
a specific topic of interest to tellers:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be sure to put July 31-August
2 on your calendar for this year’s
Texas Storytelling Conference to be
hosted in the Texas Hill Country. One
detail to entice you—our featured
storyteller will be Josh Goforth. More
details will come later.

How to choose a story to tell
How to learn a story
Presentation skills
Understanding copyright
Dealing with stage fright
Building your repertoire

Doc Moore Educational
Outreach Fund Program

Practical and useful information will be presented
for anyone who wants to start or better their skills
as a teller. Each of these classes will be available to
Tejas members at no cost as a new membership
benefit. All you need do is put in the passcode that
will be sent to members.

This fund is used to offset travel expenses for
the storyteller. TSA maintains a list of exceptional
and available performers and will assist the guild
in selecting the perfect teller. The workshop
must be free and open to the public. For more
information and an application go to http://
tejasstorytelling.com/guilds-organizations/
doc-moore-educational-outreach-fund

You may be wondering if this will mean an end to
the outstanding workshops and master classes that
are offered during the Texas Storytelling Festival
and the Texas Summer Storytelling Conference.
The answer to that question is a resounding “NO!”
We recognize that there will always be a need for
face to face workshops and master classes. There
is no substitute for the magic that occurs when
storytellers get to be together. That face to face
interaction has been a basic part of our events since
their inception. Tejas does recognize, however, that
not everyone is free to travel, and not everyone
can afford to do so. Why not use contemporary
technology in service to our ancient craft?

TSA Member, Carolina Quiroga was
selected as one of 43 grant awardees
for the 13th cycle of the NALAC Fund
for the Arts grant program. These 43
recipients are recognized for their
artistic excellence in pursuit of social
justice through the arts and were selected from
a pool of over 400 applications by a national
peer panel process involving 45 arts experts
representing diverse disciplines, regions and
ethnicities. Carolina received a $5,000 NFA Artist
Grant this year.

Keep watching your email for more information
about these additional membership benefits.
TSA Member and El Paso Storytelling
Guild President, Sandra AguirreMagaña received a contract to
do storytelling on El Paso’s trolley
in their Read and Ride Program.
What a fabulous program and a terrific idea!
Congratulations to Sandra!

The National Association of Latino Arts and
Cultures (NALAC) is the nation’s leading nonprofit exclusively dedicated to the promotion,
advancement, development, and cultivation of
the Latinx arts field. The NALAC Fund for the
Arts (NFA) is the only national grant program
supporting Latino artists and organizations in all
creative disciplines. www.nalac.org

https://www.facebook.com/
ELPASOPUBLICLIBRARY/videos/2477664539154340
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TSA and the Texas Festival has lost a great friend
by Karen Morgan
Every once in a while an organization can get really lucky. I
would argue that at a crisis point in TSA’s history, we were also
lucky. TSA’s location in Denton and a few key people who lived
there at that time lent the festival their support. This kept the
organization fiscally viable. That allowed the festival to keep
moving forward, to eventually grow bigger and better over the
years.
Martha Len Nelson was one of the people who were
instrumental in raising the funds at that time of crisis for TSA
and the Texas Storytelling Festival. Martha Len didn’t stop
lending us support after that initial crisis. She was a committed
volunteer. Martha Len organized and used her catering skills at
festival fund-raising dinners year after year. She brought her
many friends along to help both cook and buy tickets. Martha
Len used her influence to get us important and significant grants
over many, many years. She used her column in the Denton
Record Chronicle to promote and boost attendance at the
festival. She volunteered at a variety of jobs before, during, and
after the festival. She told stories at the festival. So did her husband. She became friends with many of the
storytellers and our out-of-town board members and volunteers. She delighted in listening to the stories told.
And she helped lead us to many good storytellers who enhanced the festival over the years.
Her only “ask” of us was that we keep bringing good storytelling to Denton. She also helped us realize that
there are many wonderful storytellers and appreciative audience members in Denton and in towns like it
across Texas.
In Martha Len’s death, we have lost a great friend - a truly honorable and fine person. What an honor it was
to know Martha Len. How lasting will be her accomplishments. The coinage of the phrase great networking
skills may be fairly new but Martha Len had been practicing them all her life. She used those skills to help TSA
and many other organizations.
Although her undergraduate and masters’ degrees were in music, Martha Len was certainly someone who
also appreciated the spoken-word arts. Martha Len knew well that storytelling is an art-form worthy to be
practiced on the stage, as traditional folk art, as a powerful tool in a courtroom and board room, and lots fun
to listen to when told across the kitchen table.
Her seemingly indefatigable spirit, her
determination to make a difference in her
community and beyond, and her great caring should
be remembered by all of us and held close in our
hearts.

Don’t miss any of the Facebook and Twitter
posts highlighting storytellers, concerts and
activities at the Tejas Storytelling Association.
Like us! Become a friend! Share the posts!
Spread the love!
www.facebook.com/tejasstorytelling
https://twitter.com/tejastales
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Guild News
North 40

San Antonio Storytellers Association

The North 40 Guild had another busy
fall. Four of our tellers, Genie Hammel,
Gwen Caldwell, Jiaan Powers and Michael
Brundy, shared their talents at the Roots
for Harmony Music and Arts Festival in
Richardson last October.
One of our favorite activities of the year
is Lantern Light at the Heritage Farmstead
Museum in Plano, where we provide winter
holiday stories. We had a variety of tellers and
stories to share.
Congratulations to North 40s own Regina
Stone Matthews. In December she won the
Readers’ Choice Award for her book Dealing
With Margaret.
We are looking forward to our meeting and workshop on
January 20th where Michael Guinn will conduct the workshop
“Creative Confidence.” We will be collecting our annual dues of
$12 at the meeting also.
May 2020 be filled with wonderful stories for all.

The San Antonio
Storytellers Association
(SASA) is off to a great start in
2020. Our “Wisdom Tales and
Fool’s Errands” Storytelling
Concert will be 2-4 p.m.
Saturday, March 21st, at the
beautiful Confluence Park,
314 W. Mitchell St., in south
San Antonio. This concert celebrates World Storytelling Day
and we have high hopes that families from all around will bring
their lawn chairs and enjoy our tales! Please look for our poster
that will be shared on social media (Facebook, Twitter) soon!
SASA is looking forward to helping out financially and as
well as serve as judges for the April 9th UTSA Story Slam
that Ryan McPherson hosts each year. Students are given 5
minutes to tell a true story while judges use a critique page
to calculate the points. The stories are always amazing and
emotionally packed with surprises.
Our SASA Story Nite is always the first Wednesday of each
month at the Brook Hollow Library, 530 Heimer, Rd, SAT 78232
from 6:30 - 8:00 pm. We invite you to put us down on you
calendar anytime you are in the scenic San Antonio area. We’d
love to see you and hopefully hear you tell a tale.
Our website is: www.sanantoniostorytellers.org
Facebook: San Antonio Storytellers
Twitter: @SAStorytellers

Heart of Texas

The Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild (Waco) will host its
2nd annual “Porch Tales” 2-4 p.m. Saturday, April 25, at The
Good Neighbor House, 2301 Colcord, in Waco. This free event
will feature Dallas storyteller Shayne Larango. This outdoor
family event includes hot dogs, popcorn and lemonade and is
a great chance for neighbors to meet.
The Guild is also presenting an Adult Storytelling Workshop,
featuring the basics of crafting and telling family stories,
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, July 25th. The $15.00 fee
includes lunch and materials. The workshop will be hosted at
the Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church, 8387 S. 3rd St Road, Waco
(Downsville) Texas. For registration and information, call
254-717-1763.

2020 WTAMU Storytelling Festival

The WTAMU Panhandle Storytelling guild invites everyone
to join us for an evening of stories by graduate students in
the Art of Storytelling seminar and guest teller, Joe Hayes on
Friday, May 1, 2020
Kids Concerts - 10:00 & 11:15 a.m. Branding Iron Theatre
Afternoon Storytelling Workshop - 2:00 p.m. Panhandle
Plains Historical Museum
Evening Concert - 7:00 p.m. Branding Iron Theatre
All events are free and open to the public. Please contact
Dr. Trudy Hanson for reservations at 806-651-2800 or
thanson@wtamu.edu
West Texas A&M University Fine Arts Complex, Canyon
www.facebook.com/PanhandleStorytellingGuild

Dallas Storytelling Guild

The Dallas Storytelling Guild offered
its 17th annual Ghost Tales concerts on
Friday and Saturday, October 25 and 26,
at a new venue—the Dallas Public Library
Lochwood Branch Black Box Theater.
The Guild’s annual fundraiser offers two
evening concerts for adults and a free
Saturday afternoon concert for children.
Tellers for these were (left to right, top to bottom): Michael
Bundy, Shayne Larango, Steve McCluer, Julia Gibson, Peggy
Helmick-Richardson and Eric Barnes. Not pictured: Richard
Nash and Tim Couch.
In addition, the Guild hosted its third annual fall retreat
for members, family and other local guild members from
September 20-22 at the Wolf Run Retreat Center in Anna, TX.

East Texas Storytelling Guild

East Texas Storytellers partner with the Tyler Public Library
for Talking Tales on the second Tuesday of every month!
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Texas Storytelling Festival
March 12-15, 2020
Denton, TX

$35 Individual

$60 Family

Tejas Storytelling Association
PO Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202
940-380-9320 • fax 940-380-9329
tsa@tejasstorytelling.com

TSA Annual Membership: New or Renewal (circle one)
$75 Organization
$10 Youth (18 or younger)
Total Membership $ ___________

Full Festival Tickets
Early Bird – Before and by Feb 26
Regular – After Feb 26
TSA Member
$60
TSA Member $95
Non-Member
$95
Non-Member $130

Total Full Festival $ ___________

Tax deductible donation to support work of Tejas Storytelling Association for continued growth and advocacy of storytelling: $ _____________
Note: Youth activities are free for children. Parents with them may attend youth activities at no cost but must buy tickets to attend festival concerts or workshops.

Registration Options
One-day Tickets, either Friday or Saturday – TSA Member ………….…………….....……...
each $50
One-day Tickets, either Friday or Saturday – Non-member …………………………....……..
each $75
Individual Concert Tickets, day or evening ……………………………………………………..……...
each $10
Individual Workshop Tickets ……………………………………………………………………….....……..
each $15
Master Class Tickets (not included in full festival) ………………………….……………....……..
each $50
Friday Night La Mexicana Dinner tickets (not included in full festival) ……….…....…….
each $15
Talespinner Juicy Pig BBQ Dinner (not included in full festival) ………………………..…….
each $25
Jason’s Deli box lunches – Friday and/or Saturday (not included in full festival) …….
each $8 or $11
Festival T-Shirts Featuring 35 tellers, organic cotton. Not included in full festival) …
each $15
Circle gender/size: Male M L XL Female M L XL Unisex 2X 3X 4X Order t-shirts by Feb-20
Sponsor a 35 Festival Teller (Circle) $1-20 (Novice) $20-40 (Rising) $40-60 (Master) ….
each $1-$60
Total for Membership, Festival, Donation, and Options

$ ______________

Food Options Please figure food order amounts and add totals to registration form above.

Number of People included on this registration form ________ (i.e. single=one person; married couple=two people)
Talespinner Juicy Pig BBQ Dinner Tickets _________ Regular ______ Vegetarian ______ Vegan ($25.00 per dinner ticket)
Friday Night La Mexicana Dinner Tickets _________ Regular ______ Vegetarian ______ Vegan ($15.00 per dinner ticket)
Jason’s Deli box lunch options 1) Deluxe Box with Veggie Wrap (gluten-free available)
($11.00 per lunch ticket)
2) Deluxe Box with Turkey (gluten-free available)
($11.00 per lunch ticket)
3) Deluxe Box with Ham (gluten-free available)
($11.00 per lunch ticket)
4) Deluxe Box with Peanut Butter and Jelly (gluten-free available) ($8.00 per lunch ticket)
Friday Box Lunch Order:
Saturday Box Lunch Order:
1st Person ______________________________________
1st Person _________________________________________
2nd Person _____________________________________
2nd Person ________________________________________
Refunds: There will be no refunds after March 4, 2020
How did you hear about the Texas Storytelling Festival? ______________________________________________________________
Name: __________________________________________________ Phone: ____________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________ Email: ____________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________________ State: ____________ Zip: __________________________________
Enclosed is my check for $ ____

made payable to Tejas Storytelling Association

Please charge my (circle one)
Master Card
Visa
American Express
Discover
Name on Card _____________________________________ Card Number ___________________________________________
Expiration Date _____________

Billing Zip Code ________________

3-digit Security Code (back of card) ___________

Send: Tejas Storytelling Association, PO Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202 • Fax: 940-380-9329 • email: tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
DO YOU WANT TO VOLUNTEER TO HELP AT THE FESTIVAL THIS YEAR? YES ______ NO ______ WE WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH YOU.
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Free Advertising for
Your Storytelling Event

TSA’s mission is to foster an appreciation of
storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool. Our members are a vital
part is making this mission succeed. We need you!

Submit your event on our webpage for all to see!
Did you know that you could list your Affiliate
Guild events on the Tejas Storytelling Association’s
website yourself?

MEMBERSHIP

If you are not a member, come and join our
storytelling family and friends in our region. We can
spread the tradition and the power of storytelling. All
are welcome; every member is important, whether
story listener, storyteller, or story lover.
Even you took some time off or been a member in
the past, we would love have you back!
Membership Categories: (Yearly)
Individual: ........................................$35
Family: ..............................................$60
Organization: .................................. $75
Youth (age 18 and younger):........$10
»» CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application
found on our website https://tejasstorytelling.
com/join-tsa and mail with your check or credit
card information to TSA, P.O. Box 2806, Denton,
TX 76202.
»» PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940380-9320. Beverly will return your call, answer
your questions, and record your credit card
information for billing.
»» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/
Membership

Simply go to http://www.tejasstorytelling.com
and click on Submit Event Listing under the Event
Calendar tab in the top menu.
If you submit early enough, it will go into our next
newsletter. This is just one of the services offered
by the Tejas Storytelling Association.
https://tejasstorytelling.com/events

DONATIONS

We need your support in our mission of
storytelling. Please send your tax deductible
donation in support of storytelling and our mission
in this region. Thank you!
CHECK: Mail your donation check to TSA, P.O.
Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202.
ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations

P.O.Box 2806
Denton, TX 76202

The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter
published by the Tejas Storytelling
Association.

Anyone with general storytelling news items,
article queries or questions, should email TSA
at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com

Peggy Helmick-Richardson, editor
Beverly Benbow, co-editor and contributor
Karen Wollscheid, production

Currently the Tejas Teller is being distributed
electronically to email addresses stored with
TSA records. If you would like a printed copy of
the newsletter, please notify Beverly at
tsa@tejasstorytelling.com

Thank you to all the folks who contributed to
this edition of the Texas Teller:
Elizabeth Ellis, Toni Simmons, Karen Morgan,
Sue Kuentz, Dr. Trudy L. Hanson, David
Claunch, Philip Drexler, Minetta Smith, Vivian
Rutherford, and Rebba Raine Teller. We
apologize if anyone was missed.
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