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35th Anniversary Festival Cut Short
by COVID-19 Precautions
On Friday, March 13, day 2 of the 35th annual
Texas Storytelling Festival, the City of Denton closed
event access to all city-owned buildings, effective
midnight of that day. Artistic co-directors, MaryAnn
Blue and Toni Simmons, scrambled to reschedule
concert tellers in an attempt to include as many as
they could who were slated to appear on Saturday or
Sunday.

talked the city into allowing Tejas to have access to
the Civic Center Saturday morning in order to get
everything moved out.
In the wake of the event, the directors and the
TSA board recognize the many volunteer hours and
the extensive networking required to make the
festival, brief as it was, a success. Thanks go to
the audience; the storytellers; the musicians; the
emcees, moderators, and facilitators; the workshop
presenters and fringe performers; the stage designer
and sound and light engineer; and many volunteers,
including those managing the Story Store, providing
concessions, and presiding over the Silent Auction.
Then there are, of course, the sponsors; TSA board
members and administrative director; the press; the
local and state businesses who support us; and the
city of Denton.

As MaryAnn and Toni said, “Even though our
35th Annual Texas Storytelling Festival was shorter
than usual, we were able to cram a lot of wonderful
stories into a short amount of time, and collectively
we have a lot to be proud of.” In a brief video they
recapped the festival, noting that listeners showed
up for the Thursday night ghost stories (168), the
Friday morning concerts (145), and the Friday evening
concert (165) and were not disappointed. In all, 23 of
the 35 featured tellers made it to Denton, and almost
all were part of the 18 hours of programming.

The Tejas Storytelling Association board has
met to assess the financial ramifications of the
cancellations and
reported back to the
membership what
might be expected. As
is true with all nonprofit organizations,
TSA is experiencing
hardships. The
pandemic kept many
people away from
Kanute Rarey and Elizabeth Ellis,
managing co-directors, meet to
the festival; two days
plan the work and work the plan.
of programming had

Several of the “35 for 35” featured tellers had
already cancelled their trips to the festival, even
before it began, because of concerns about the
risks associated with the Covid-19 outbreak.
Meanwhile, the producers of the festival, led by
managing co-directors Elizabeth Ellis and Kanute
Rarey, had crews wiping down and disinfecting
chairs, railings, door handles, elevator buttons, and
so forth throughout the abbreviated event. Each
participant and attendee received a personal-size
bottle of hand sanitizer. It was Elizabeth who made
the announcement on Friday afternoon that the
festival would end that evening, and it was she who
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Everyone Has a Story

Continued from page 1
to be cancelled as did the Talespinner Dinner, a big
fundraiser for the organization.

By Kim Lehman, Story Slam Emcee and 2018 Winner

Grant money was affected. Each year TSA
receives money from the City of Denton to advertise
the festival. All of that money was contracted
to advertisers such as radio and TV stations and
magazines. Due to smaller than expected revenue
from tourism, however, the city may have to cut back
of some of the money promised to TSA. If so, that
means TSA will have to pay the difference from the
General Fund. Currently the board is searching for
grant and loan opportunities, but, understandably,
there is a great deal of competition for those funds.

The Story Slam slipped in by the skin of its teeth
on Friday afternoon at the 35th Texas Storytelling
Festival. Denton folks intermingled with festival
participants in this event chock full of excellent
stories centered on the theme “Lost and Found.”
Storytellers were randomly selected from those who
signed up. Each teller got five minutes to share a true,
personal story which was judged on how well it is
told, constructed, and connected to the theme.
The stories were funny, poignant, compelling, and
deeply personal. Thank you to all the generous and
courageous people who shared their stories.

So, festival attendees were invited to help keep
the organization afloat by considering a donation
of the cost of pre-paid festival Saturday meals.
And, of course, any and all other donations will be
gratefully accepted, keeping in mind that even if you
don’t itemize deductions, donations up to $300 are
deductible as TSA is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.

Drumroll please. . . And the winners of the 2020
Texas Story Slam are :
• Betsy Mosier - 1st place
• Ann Marie Newman 2nd place
• Michael Winters 3rd place
Each winner received a hat
from emcees Kim Lehman
and Loren Niemi.

Festival afterglow will continue with videos,
photos, and articles. Check your email, TSA social
media, and the TSA website for links.
MaryAnn Blue and Toni Simmons have put together
an extremely “high tech” video to highlight what we
managed to accomplish at the festival.
https://tinyurl.com/ybal6jr2

See our video:
The Denton Vibe with Diva Girl Ellie
https://tinyurl.com/y9hqokn9
or https://tinyurl.com/y9kascd4

Read the articles:
Denton County Magazine (Mar/Apr, Page 14-15)
https://tinyurl.com/y8d2o8qf
North Texas Daily from the University of North Texas
https://tinyurl.com/yb5emy56
Denton Record-Chronicle
https://tinyurl.com/y9ox72ly
2020 Texas Story Slam:
Lorin Niemi (2019 winner and 2020 Slam emcee),
Ann Marie Newman, Betsy Mosier, Michael Winters,
and Kim Lehman (2018 winner and 2020 Slam emcee)

Could not make the festival this year?
Download our full program festival program in FULL
COLOR for our tellers, schedule, workshops,
advertisers and more: https://tinyurl.com/yc9rz5pw
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If Life Gives You Lemons...Make Lemon Chiffon Pie
By Elizabeth Ellis, Co-Managing Director, Texas
Storytelling Festival

The Friday lunches from Jason’s Deli were
delicious. The Friday night chicken fajita dinner from
the folks at La Mexicana was great. They sent us
more yummy food than we could eat.

The 35th Texas Storytelling Festival was short, but
oh so sweet! And it wouldn’t have happened at all
without the work of our amazing volunteers. Kanute
Rarey flew in from North Carolina to finish his work
as the Co-Managing Director. After a year’s work by
cell phone and computer, he arrived to be my “feet
on the ground” for the event. His tireless efforts
made the event a joy to work on.

A special thank you from yours truly to the folks
who stayed behind to Pack Out on Saturday morning.
I have a list of all your names that I keep in a special
pocket in my heart.
There was only one thing wrong with the 35th
Texas Storytelling Festival: it was far too short.

Registration went smoothly under the able
guidance of Peggy Capps and Beverly Benbow. A
shout out to the Denton Convention and Visitors
Bureau who saved us a batch of money by providing
all the name tags this year, as well as the bags
received at Registration.

Lies & Music Entertain
Festival Friday Night Diners
The “Flaming Pants
Invitational” Liars Contest
provided entertainment
during Friday evening’s
Mexican Fajita Dinner at the
Texas Storytelling Festival
and resulted in three winners.
First place and $35 went to
Oba William King,
Liars Contest winner
Oba William King; second
place and 35 quarters went
to Scott Bumgardner; and third place
and 35 dimes went to Shayne Larango.

Daniel Jones headed up Concessions, making sure
that our need for coffee and snacks stayed satisfied.
Good job, Daniel.
Providing for a couple of dozen storytellers in
a Green Room that has difficulty holding four in
ordinary years was no match for the hospitality
of Janet Bickle-Burton. Every teller got what they
needed to feel supported and do a bang-up job.
The Silent Auction thrived under the leadership
of Jacqulin Rash. Thanks to her efforts and the
swell stuff you brought to place in the Auction, it
brought in $1,214.65 even though it was open only on
Thursday night and Friday.

Musicians Joel Hill and
his group, Sleepy Creek, and
David Goodroe took the
stage to play and sing prior to
the Friday evening concert.

Jaye McLaughlin and her volunteers kept the
Story Store open and buzzing throughout the event.
She always works hard to bring us lots of beautiful
storytelling products to educate and inspire us
throughout the coming year.

Joel, of course, is one of
the festival’s American Sign
Language interpreters, along
with Libby Tipton.

David Claunch did an outstanding job of hustling
up and organizing Volunteers. Our deep appreciation
to every one of you who signed up for volunteering
in any capacity. But, the truth about our Tejas bunch
is that everyone becomes a volunteer at the event.
All that is needed is to share with the attendees
what needs to be done, and you can know it will
be accomplished. Tables set up…chairs folded…
equipment moved…it was all done by audience
members who pitched in cheerfully and quickly.

David Goodroe

Sleepy Creek
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TSA Announces Newest Award Recipients
By Gene Helmick-Richardson, Chair of the Awards Committee
Because of the unexpected abbreviation of this year’s storytelling festival, the three TSA awards for 2020
were presented during the Friday Night Concert. For those who couldn’t be with us that evening, we are proud
to share the newest names on our roster of honorees.
Given to a person who has made a significant contribution to the art of storytelling in the
Southwest, this year’s John Henry Faulk Award went to Kim Lehman. This storyteller, singer,
music-maker, educator and honeybees’ best friend has worn many hats (both physically and
metaphorically) during her many-years involvement with the Tejas Storytelling Association.
She has served as a board member, Tejas Teller editor, videographer and a conservator of
memories for our organization. In addition, she has traveled to countless cities to work with
libraries to inspire and train others to take up the mantle of storytelling.
Karla Sallade was honored with the Marvin Brown Volunteer Service Award. This Denton
resident and current TSA board member is one of those people who is always ready and
willing to do the behind the scenes work that keeps an organization going but rarely gets
noticed—from office work that included tackling a two-year filing backlog to rearranging
storage unit contents. She can often be found at the TSA Campus Theater office several days
a week. In addition, Karla has proved to be a valuable asset to Denton’s own L’il D Storytelling
Guild.
The newly renamed Martha Len Nelson Special Services Award for this year was presented
to Peggy Capps. A tireless volunteer and advocate for both storytelling and the Tejas
Storytelling Association, Peggy has served as a member of the board as well as a long-time
mover and shaker for the Denton Task Force that raised not only awareness but also funds
for our organization. In addition, for a number of years Peggy has devoted countless hours
managing our festival registration. And of course, many of our old-timers think of Peggy as
our post-concert hostess extraordinaire until the festival just grew too big.
If you know of anyone you feel deserves accolades for their service to TSA, let us know. You can find a list of
past recipients and a downloadable nomination form here: https://tejasstorytelling.com/about-us/awards.

Setting the Stage for Storytelling
By Ann Marie Newman
(Ann Marie served as “visual artist guru” for the 2020
Texas Storytelling Festival.)

For the 2020 Tejas Storytelling Festival’s
celebration of 35 years of storytelling, I gathered
ideas from traditional symbols associated with Texas
and Oklahoma. The cowboy, the cacti, the warm sun,
old signposts along dusty roads, gloriously colorful
fiestas drew my interest. With my theater and visual
art background, I knew I could make much of what
was needed myself, thereby keeping the cost down.
Win-win!

I am a great admirer of interactive, multi-sensory,
deeply creative experiences. The immersive kind
that magically takes you somewhere else in time and
place.
That’s why I love storytelling so much! Well told
stories latch on to the imagination; then suddenly
- the weather changes, smells and tastes come
and go, emotions climb mountains and valleys.
Artistically enhancing something already so powerful
as a storytelling performance venue is a grand
challenge for me. Exactly the kind I enjoy.

As any child will tell you, there’s nothing more
versatile than a cardboard box. That’s what makes
them so much fun! If you are into dumpster diving
(I am, don’t judge me) you can get them free. I love
Continued...
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previously by our
amazing Mary Grace
Ketner. They were in
a complementary
range of colors and
went well with our
multitude of huge
fiesta flowers. We
were VERY fortunate
to have a table full of
cheerful volunteers
who worked several
hours making
the flowers using
multicolored tissue
paper. Thankful
win-win!

Setting the Stage – Continued
free. Armed with carpet cutters, hot glue gun, a large
bag of glue sticks, and paint, I constructed three,
sturdy cacti ranging from about 6 feet to 3 feet tall.
Twinkly lights were added once they were on stage. A
tall leaning signpost was also constructed, on which
the locations of our storytellers were added. This
consisted of 43 locations. Phew! I admit it took a bit
of time to make it all, but the results were creatively
satisfying. Another win-win!
Constructing the cowboy storyteller was…well,
more complicated. I needed a model. Who could I
find to volunteer having their body, from the neck
down, tightly wrapped in Scotch packing tape? And
then, have it carefully cut off of them?
Apparently, no one.

The creation of Ann Marie
Additionally, Mary
Newman, the life-size
Ann Blue brought
storytelling cowboy is now
along from San
stored away awaiting next
year’s Texas Storytelling
Antonio a large cactus
Festival
piñata for the kids
and colorful fiesta banners for the stage skirt. Toni
Simmons brought Ball jars filled with Bluebonnets
for the tables during meals. Jaye McLaughlin had
a wonderful collection of quilts for the story store
tables giving the space a “country fair” feel. Gene
and Peggy Helmick-Richardson brought a vintage
rope making gadget. Attendees were invited to make
ropes out of gorgeous, textured wool yarns. All this
lent to a multifunctional room and stage that was
friendly, colorful, and celebratory. Synchronized
win-win!

So, I became my own model with my husband’s
assistance. It was a dicey procedure. While I was
dressed in snug clothes and cowboy boots, he
wrapped several layers of packing tape tightly
around me. Please don’t attempt to envision this.
Then, with beefy man-hands, he labored mightily
to cut me out. Lucky me, I came out unscathed.
Using pages from a worn Jane Yolen World Folklore
book, I did a papier mâché’ coating over the figure.
Incidentally, the head was made using a Styrofoam
model head topped with a thrift store cowboy hat.
The final result was a seated, gesturing cowboy
storyteller in the midst of telling a story. Storytellers
at the festival were invited to interact with “him/
her” by autographing it with a sharpie. The heart
area was reserved for the names of deceased Tejas
storytellers whose memory we hold in our hearts.
In this way, the life-sized, papier mâché’ storyteller
became a symbolic representation of all of us.
Heartfelt win-win!

Many grateful thanks are in order to festival coartistic directors: Toni Simmons and Mary Ann Blue.
Their trust and encouragement were a blessing.
Through them, I was provided a fearless attitude
to go forth with my vision. Thus, I experienced very
little stress. Shoot, I was having too much fun to
feel stressed! Toni and Mary Ann’s nurturing support
were a boon to my creativity and courage. The final,
ultimate win-win!

To bring in the fiesta element, we were fortunate
to already have colorful fabric wall hangings created

The end.
Whoops! Not the end. The cacti and cowboy
storyteller are not only constructed from recycled
material, they are recyclable. Due to our abbreviated
2020 festival, you can expect to see them in the
future. Stored away win-win!

Volunteers helped out making colorful
flowers to decorate the festival stage.

Now, the end.
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Need More Storytelling
in Your Life?
Here are audio and videos from the 2020 Texas
Storytelling Festival’s Shakin’ in Your Boots” Ghost
Stories Concert on Thursday, March 12.
Four Dollars and Fifty Cents by Jacqui Rash
https://tinyurl.com/y885l65b
Pass By, Pass By by Ann Marie Newman
https://tinyurl.com/yc8k5tz4
Finger Food by Betsy Mosier
https://tinyurl.com/ya67o6hq
The names of the 35 for 35 tellers are
preserved on the festival t-shirt.

Clothes Bleached in the Moonlight by Fran Stallings
https://tinyurl.com/yc3zvd5e
A Shorter Name - Laranda by Fred E Peters
https://tinyurl.com/ydg7kx62
Choctaw Nation Ghost Stories by Tim Tingle
https://tinyurl.com/yaut89qg
The Pope Dreams by Michael Brundy
https://tinyurl.com/ycyceqxv
One that WOULD have been at the Fringe Concert on
Saturday, March 14:
The Witch of Wall Street by Michael Brundy
https://youtu.be/HfjPsbpjmzo

Artistic co-directors, Toni Simmons and MaryAnn Blue, with
the assistance of ASL interpreter Libby Tipton, demonstrate
acceptable alternatives to hugging as a precaution during
the early stages of the Covid-19 outbreak in Texas.

Cornbread by Sleepy Creek
https://youtu.be/RIuz2DD3M1w

Looking Ahead to Next Year. . .
The stories must go on, and they will.

Although the 35th annual Texas Storytelling Festival was cut short and the 2020 Texas
Storytelling Summer Conference, originally scheduled for July 31 to Aug. 2, has been cancelled,
plans are already underway for next year’s events. Josh Goforth will join us for our 2021
Conference.
The 36th annual Texas Storytelling Festival is set for March 11-14, 2021, with featured tellers Heather
Forest, Eth-Noh-Tec, Donna Washington, and Sam Payne. The theme is “The Magic, Mystery, & Miracle of
Storytelling.” Jaye McLaughlin is artistic director, and Janet Bickle-Burton is managing director.
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Dates and
Tellers
Announced for
2021 Festival
By Jaye McLaughlin, Artistic
Director for 2021 Texas
Storytelling Festival
Covid-19, an election, the new
normal -- all these things we are
anticipating, and we have no idea
how they will affect the Texas
Storytelling Festival 2021. But we
are busy planning for it. As time
goes by, we will make whatever
adaptations we will need to
make.
As it stands right now, the
dates are March 11-14, 2021, and
we have four featured tellers
coming: Heather Forest, EthNoh-Tec, Donna Washington
and Sam Payne. Heather Forest
has been to Texas before. She
has several books to her credit:
Wisdom Tales from Around
the World, Wonder Tales from
Around the World and many folk
tales. We are delighted that she
is coming again and bringing her
expertise to highlight the theme:
The Magic, Mystery and Miracle
of Storytelling.
Eth-Noh-Tec is coming from
California and it is not their
first time to Texas, but they are
bringing a new story that comes
from a family story of Nancy Wang’s, “The Red Altar,” about Chinese immigration to North America. It is very
dramatic and thought-provoking. Our other two tellers, Donna Washington and Sam Payne, are new to Texas,
and you will read more about them in our next Teller.
For now, get the dates on your calendar and plan to come to the 36th Annual Texas Storytelling Festival: The
Magic, Mystery, and Miracle of Storytelling. We hope and plan that Covid-19, the election results and the new
normal will be behind us and 2021 will bring a little magic, some mystery and a lot of miracles so that we are
ready to celebrate with stories!
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From the TSA President
Much Work to Do in Unprecedented Times
By David Claunch

2020-2021 TSA Governing Board
David Claunch, President
dr.dilly.dally@gmail.com
Dalton Gregory, Treasurer
daltonrgregory@gmail.com

“In many shamanic societies, if you came to a medicine person
complaining of being disheartened, dispirited, or depressed, they would
ask one of four questions: ‘When did you stop dancing? When did you stop
singing? When did you stop being enchanted by stories? When did you
stop being comforted by the sweet territory of silence?’”
--Gabrielle Roth

Peggy Helmick-Richardson, Secretary
twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net

Hello from your Board of Directors. I am
David Claunch and have been honored to be

Rebba Raine Teller, President Emeritus
rabbiraine@gmail.com

elected as president of the Tejas Storytelling
Association Board for the year from June 1,

Philip Drexler
philip.drexler@gmail.com

2020, to May 31, 2021.
When I accepted the nomination back in

Elizabeth Ellis
storyellis9@gmail.com
Gene Helmick-Richardson
twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net
Karla Sallade
mrotm6971@verizon.net
Robert Samples
3457RJS@gmail.com
Jacqui Rash
jrash.storyteller@gmail.com
Oba William King
storytellingking@comcast.net
Brooks Myers
bmyers2@austin.rr.com
Chester Weems
cjweems@cox.net
Beverly Benbow, Administrative Director
tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a
non-profit organization dedicated to
fostering the appreciation of storytelling
as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

January, I had no idea how vastly different
the world would look when the first of June
arrived. However, as I ponder the strange and unprecedented (I have
heard the word “unprecedented” an unprecedented number of times
in recent weeks) new world, I heave a huge sigh of relief because I know
the heart of our storytelling community. I know the resilience and
cooperative nature of our members. And I am confident that we will
weather this storm.
Your board and other members have been actively mitigating the
cost impact of the cancellation of more than half of the festival. Some
members are plunging into the new world of virtual performances
through Zoom, Microsoft Team Meetings, Google Meets -- and I know
there are more.
Reach out to me or any of your board members if you have specific
needs or questions. We have included a list of your board members and
their contact information in this Teller. My big ask is this: When a board
member contacts you and asks if you are interested in serving on a
committee or taking on a new responsibility, consider an enthusiastic
“Yes!!” as your response. There is much work to do!!
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NSN News

TSA News and Info

C

NSN Goes Virtual for
Conference and Festival

ongratulations to the storytellers
of the South Central Region for
the beautiful job that they did
in the South Central Showcase as part
of Connected: the National Storytelling
Network’s Virtual Conference. A special
shout out to TSA members: David Titus,
Donna Ingham, and Tim Tingle.

Appropriately, the National Storytelling Network
chose the theme “Connected” for its Virtual
Storytelling Conference & Festival this spring. For
eight days, May 31-June 7, NSN offered workshops
and performances, “coming to living rooms
worldwide.”
Elizabeth Ellis delivered a keynote address at noon
CDT on Sunday, May 31, and Donna Ingham and Tim
Tingle told in the South Central Region Spotlight
Concert with Priscilla Howe, Bobby Norfolk, David
Titus, and Jim Wallen on Monday evening, June 1, 7
to 8:30 CDT. Fran Stallings is the NSN south central
regional director.

Events

2nd Annual Kendall County Liar’s Contest
Compete for the chance to be named the “Best Liar”
in Kendall County. To enter, send a 6 minute video
(or shorter) of the best whopper you can spin. Since
the Liar’s Contest is part of our Summer Learning
Odyssey, theme “Around the World”, extra points will
be given for a story with an international take. Stories
must be for a family audience; videos will be posted
to social media. Videos must be received by July 31,
2020. Prizes awarded. More information available
from Caren Creech at the Patrick Heath Public
Library, creech@boernelibrary.org

Elizabeth’s keynote, “Rivets and Girders,” is
subtitled “Building Storytelling for the Pandemic and
Beyond.”
Over 100 storytellers from around the world
presented workshops, performing, or speaking on
panels. NSN is highlighting some of the workshops in
Facebook postings.
Jeff Gere, coordinator of the International
Storytelling Shows during the conference/festival,
announced the country-by-country line-up of
international tellers. Each showcase was 90 minutes,
featuring the nation/region’s top talents.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

November 7, 2020
Day of Stories
8:30 am - 9:00 pm
George West Storyfest now a one Day of Stories in
the Dobie West Performing Arts Theatre, 304 Houst
St., George West, TX. Events start at 9:30 a.m. and
ends after Ghost Stories at 8 p.m.

Sunday, May 31: Scotland and FEAST (Pan-Asia)
Monday, June 1: India
Tuesday, June 2: Latin America
Wednesday, June 3: RED (Pan-Global)
Thursday, June 4: Indonesia, Canada, Australia
Friday, June 5: Germany
Saturday, June 6: Italy UAE (Hot Decameron)and
Ireland

The Texas State Liars Contest is taking applications
at ghstraus@ymail.com
The event is free of charge. Check out all events
at www.dobie-westtheatre.com
Phone: 361-436-1098

NSN’s in-person conference in Decatur, GA, has
been postponed until 2021.

March 11-14, 2021
36th Annual Texas Storytelling Festival
Denton, Texas

NSN considers this festival a great success and
there is a lot of excitement and enthusiasm from
everyone who attended.

Summer 2021
Tejas Storytelling Conference
Austin, Texas
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TSA News and Information
Your New Board Members

Talking Stories Radio

We truly love all kinds of stories traditional or
self-penned. The aim of the programme is just to get
stories back on the radio again. We have made 39
one hour programmes with almost 100 storytellers
from around the world including TSA members and
closing 300 stories. The programme has a worldwide
audience of about 1000 listeners and 17,000
downloaders.

Dalton Gregory - Denton, TX
Dalton is retired from a 34-year
educator and administrator career. He
has also served on the Denton City
Council. Since he joined our board, he
has jumped in with both feet and is
now the board treasurer.
Oba William King - Forrest Hill, TX

Please have a listen to the shows and if you are
interested to get in touch with me, your host Tony
Cranston, email totocranston@hotmail.com. See us
on FaceBook: Talking Stories Radio.

Oba is a national touring storyteller
from the DFW area. His presentations
engage the audience in the magical
world of rhythm and rhyme as he
enhances his storytelling with the
beats of his African Drum. His passion for our young
people is evident because he is our Youth Storytelling
Committee chairperson!

Storytelling in the Time of
Corona Virus Goes Virtual

Brooks Myers - Austin, TX

Robert Samples says what he has been doing
during the corona virus quarantine is writing and
posting stories on https://www.fishingstage.com. So
far he has posted almost 70 random stories, and, as
often as possible, he encourages participants to get
involved with local storytelling clubs or guilds. Look
for his stories under Robert J. Samples.

Brooks Myers is a 5th generation
Texan. He has worked for the Texas
Employment Commission/Texas
Workforce Commission and the Texas
Department of Information Resources.
He retired in Austin just in time to stay home during
Covid-19, learn how to use Zoom, bake sourdough
bread, and focus on storytelling.

Other folks have logged into World Storytelling
Café or other online venues. Northern Irish storyteller
Liz Weir still holds her Saturday night barn sessions
with invitations through Zoom.

Jacqui Rash - Arlington, TX
Jacqui is a storyteller and librarian also
from the DFW area. “Miss Jacqui” loves
telling to folks of all ages. She brings
her radiant personality and energy to
the Membership Committee as our

Elizabeth Ellis and others have produced virtual
concerts and workshops, creating a stay-at-home,
tell-from-home alternative to traditional “live”
storytelling.

chairperson.
Chester Weems - Yukon, OK

TSA has a YouTube channel organized and
established. Get to it on the TSA website under
Contact us.

Chester is a retired educator and
administrator from across the Red
River in Oklahoma. You might not have
seen him at festival, because he was
always behind his camera. He snapped
many, many lovely action shots of our event as the
official festival photographer this year.

A future Tejas Teller will examine in greater detail
issues related to storytelling and the pandemic.
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Rebba Raine’s Farewell
No, I am not going to disappear. I am a Tejas
Storyteller, telling monthly at both Central Texas
Storyteller Guild and the Doc Moore Guild. Before I
step down, I’d like to tell you a story.

Storytelling Guild. Baruch
HaShem. They became my
Family. And then there were
festivals, and then there
were Tellabrations in my
apartment, holiday parties,
and even state board meetings--the famous one
being where the ambulance came to get me because
of a bleeding ulcer I did not know about.

As this is my last official President’s Column I want
to start with this story. In 2008 I came to Austin
after a couple of years of sadness. I was forced into
early retirement due to political stuff and the onset
of Cancer. I had to leave my home and move into
my synagogue, sleeping on a small sofa bed in the
sanctuary. For the final year in New Jersey I lived
in the two rooms of my synagogue without a real
bathroom. I went from a six figure salary to $22 an
hour at a local community college. Sometimes when
you are down and out, and I was, some “friends”
turn away. The last week of living in New Jersey
before my son, Sascha, flew from Austin to drive
me “home” to Texas, a hate crime was perpetuated
upon my synagogue. The police refused to accept it
as a hate crime. The Hassidic community around me
hired Hagganah guards to watch over me until I left.
It was a scary time in my life, and my family did not
understand the circumstances...I am not sure anyone
really did.

You see, serving as your president has not been
just an honor and a privilege. It has been a life saver-a path to a saner, fuller, more loving life than I could
have ever imagined. For that I thank you and bless
you, each and every one.
And now it is time for me to pass the torch to
David Claunch, a man I am blessed to call friend.
Before I take my leave, I want to reach out to all
of you. The organization needs YOU. There is a
need for a vice president. There is a need for board
members. There are many opportunities to serve on
committees. David will tell you more.
During this “time” of Corona we need each other
more than ever. Watch for Zoom classes; join the
National Storytelling Network. You get a discount as
a TSA member when you join NSN.

I moved to Austin, living with my son and three
other guys. I was sort of a house mother in a frat
house. Six weeks into this my son said, “I love you,
Mom, but you are driving me crazy. Go find a job.”
So I did, teaching at Austin Community College and
feeling very adrift. And then I found the Central Texas

So tune in, step up and stay tuned. Stay safe. Stay
put. Stay blessed. Stay loved by me.
Rebba Raine Teller
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Don’t miss any of the Facebook and Twitter
posts highlighting storytellers, concerts and
activities at the Tejas Storytelling Association.

TSA would like to thank all of our
wonderful guilds for generously donating
their festival posters and postcards
distribution funds back to the Tejas
Storytelling Association to ease the fiscal
harm that we are facing – a considerable
loss due to the cancellation of the festival.

Like us! Become a friend! Share the posts!
Spread the love!
www.facebook.com/tejasstorytelling
https://twitter.com/tejastales
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Free Advertising for
Your Storytelling Event

TSA’s mission is to foster an appreciation of
storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool. Our members are a vital
part is making this mission succeed. We need you!

Submit your event on our webpage for all to see!
Did you know that you could list your Affiliate
Guild events on the Tejas Storytelling Association’s
website yourself?

MEMBERSHIP

If you are not a member, come and join our
storytelling family and friends in our region. We can
spread the tradition and the power of storytelling. All
are welcome; every member is important, whether
story listener, storyteller, or story lover.
Even you took some time off or been a member in
the past, we would love have you back!
Membership Categories: (Yearly)
Individual: ........................................$35
Family: ..............................................$60
Organization: .................................. $75
Youth (age 18 and younger):........$10
»» CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application
found on our website under the Membership
tab and mail with your check or credit card
information to TSA, P.O. Box 2806, Denton, TX
76202.
»» PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940380-9320. Beverly will return your call, answer
your questions, and record your credit card
information for billing.
»» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/
Membership

Simply go to http://www.tejasstorytelling.com
and click on Submit Event Listing under the Event
Calendar tab in the top menu.
If you submit early enough, it will go into our next
newsletter. This is just one of the services offered
by the Tejas Storytelling Association.
https://tejasstorytelling.com/events

DONATIONS

We need your support in our mission of
storytelling. Please send your tax deductible
donation in support of storytelling and our mission
in this region. Thank you!
CHECK: Mail your donation check to TSA, P.O.
Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202.
ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations

P.O.Box 2806
Denton, TX 76202

The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter
published by the Tejas Storytelling
Association.

Tejas Teller submission deadline is the last
Friday of the month that precedes the next
print cycle: January, April, July, and October.

Donna Ingham, editor
Beverly Benbow, co-editor and contributor
Karen Wollscheid, production

General news items can be sent to the
editor at tell.write@gmail.com. Guild news
items should be sent to Robert Samples at
3457RJS@gmail.com.

Robert Samples, guild news coordinator
Jaye McLaughlin, NSN news coordinator
Raine Teller, columnist
Kim Lehman, columnist
Ann Marie Newman, columnist
Gene Helmick-Richardson, columnist
David Claunch, columnist
Rebba Raine Teller, columnist
Elizabeth Ellis, columnist
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Currently the Tejas Teller is being distributed
electronically to email addresses stored with
TSA membership records. If you would like a
printed copy of the newsletter, please notify
Beverly Benbow at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com.

