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By Jaye McLaughlin, 2021 Festival Artistic Director

It is over. The time-intensive input to put on a 
Festival for the Festival planners is complete. By 
my count, over 70 people were involved as tellers, 
emcees, or hosts. Not counted on this list are the 
many technical volunteers it took to put on a virtual 
festival. The number of hours is huge. The technical 
training for Zoom took many hours. The emails, 
phone calls back and forth to make sure we covered 
everything we needed to and the many decisions 
that we made and remade all take time and 
thoughtfulness. And I may say in retrospect, I really 
wish we had recorded the workshops!

I implemented some new things at the Festival 
with input from my planning team. Late night Texas 
Tales, social hours and an extended schedule. The 
only time people had to make a decision as to what 
to watch was when there were two workshops at the 
same time on Thursday and a workshop and Fringe 
on Saturday morning. And we still got feedback 
saying someone couldn’t see everything.

When we go back to a face-to-face Festival, we go 
back to having to choose what to see throughout. I 
have questions to wrestle with. Let me share them 
with you. We cannot start early and stay late without 
paying additional fees for building use. We will have 
to plan two and three or four things at the same 
time. I liked being able to watch on Zoom and being 
able to see almost everything. With the recordings, 
I have been able to see everything again except 

It’s A Wrap: Festival In Review
the workshops. The Festival attracted many more 
viewers than before because of Zoom. That’s one 
reason I want to have some of our face-to-face 2022 
Festival on Zoom and recorded. I want more people 
to continue to come to our Festival. This will mean 
more technical information, planning and, most 
likely, expense.

The TSA board will have to wrestle with some of 
these questions, but you TSA members can have 
input also. You can let your board know what you 
would like. Some of the evaluations said the Festival 
was too long. It was. I was drained after our four-day 
Festival on Zoom. (And I did fall asleep, missing some 
stories.) But it was recorded, and I can go back and 
see the ones I missed or want to see again. A face-to-
face Festival does not allow that.

I even have two things I want to add to an already 
full schedule next year: a poetry slam and another 
stage befitting the theme, outside the Civic Center, 
to bring attention to what is happening in the Civic 
Center. And I want to keep a youth concert, because 
we all need to see this and become aware of what is 
happening with the youth.

There are many, many things to consider and 
many, many ways to come up with solutions. But 
beware, they may all cost more. Are you willing to 
support change and expansion?

Thank you for listening!

Jaye McLaughlin, Artistic Director for the City of 
Denton Texas Storytelling Festival 2021 & 2022
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By Janet Bickel-Burton, Managing Director of 
Technical Logistics, 2021 Festival

Storytellers love to communicate – and we used 
diverse tools to do so – for this 36th City of Denton 
Texas Storytelling Festival! It included a mix of Zoom 
meetings, emails, social media, yard signs, SignUp 
Genius to schedule tech volunteers, telephone calls, 
plus multiple Google accounts and documents.

It took an entire village of sponsors, guilds, 
friends, and TSA members to work on and behind 
the festival’s three Zoom stages. Festival planners 
aimed to make this a rare international opportunity 
to showcase Texas tellers. Kim Lehman marketed 
the festival to all continents except Antarctica and 
reached NPR’s radar. We deeply appreciate all who 
stepped forward to support the 2021 virtual festival.

How did we do it? The festival planning team 
began meeting weekly in October. There were five 
pre-festival training and information sessions on 
three Saturdays in February for performers, emcees, 
and tech team volunteers. These recorded live 
trainings focused on learning Zoom basics and best 
practices for storytelling performers. Trainings for 
Texas Storytelling Festival 2021 has over 170 views in 
addition to the 138 attendees. Want to watch? Visit 
TSA’s YouTube playlist.

Our training presenters and tech hosts (for 11 
events) were Erin O’Neil and Katie Knutson. They 
shared their expertise with 49 festival performers, 
planners, and techs who attended their Zooming in 
on Performance Do’s and Don’ts. Early Bird registered 
festival attendees got a link to attend Zooming 
with Ease presented by Michael Brundy and Shayne 
Larango. 

All festival concerts were recorded live and shared 
as is. TSA sent the links to all festival registrants. The 
recordings are archived in TSA’s Google Workspace.

Our featured storytellers were amazed that we 
held trainings to learn Zoom on-screen performance 
and backstage skills. Those learning investments 
paid off. Many compliments were given to our tellers, 
emcees, workshop presenters, and tech team 
volunteers’ online professionalism. 

All twenty-one Tech Team Volunteers ROCKED 

It Takes A Tech Team Village!
the virtual festival! Tech Team members invested 
256 hours in supporting the backstage areas of all 
festival events, pre-festival trainings, and producing 
the festival slides and videos. TSA Tech-Help 
answered 57 email questions in real time – on all four 
days.

Tech Hosts’ workload to start events included 
showing videos, then sharing slides, spotlighting 
emcee/ASL interpreter/performer, and start 
recording all in the same 10-20 seconds of the event 
start time. Hosts and CoHosts also met 45 minutes 
early with performers for audio and video checks. 
Then, CoHosts admitted each person from the 
event’s waiting room, answered questions in chat, 
muted audience microphones so we could hear 
performers, monitored the TSA Tech-Help email for 
help requests, or reported issues, and in a few cases 
stepped in as the event host. 

Who did what? Dean Keith (of North 40 
Storytellers Guild) set up and scheduled all events 
in three Zoom festival accounts plus offered Zoom 
event trainings and personalized tech assistance. 
Janet Bickel-Burton mapped out all events among 
the three Zoom accounts and planned all logistics, 
including linking all tech team documents (slides, 
videos, workshop handouts, notes, and more) via a 
single Google Doc.

Kelly Taylor volunteered 24 hours to make the 
Texas Flag slides for each event – with all photos 
& names of performers and emcees; she is David 
Claunch’s scuba diving friend from the Florida Keys. 

Kim Lehman, who did a superb marketing job and 
our website manager, Karen Wollscheid, combined 
their talents to produce the videos shown before and 
after all events with our sponsors, guilds, and TSA 
archived images.

Who kept Zoom events online 8 a.m.-midnight? 
Festival Tech Team: Brooks Myers, Carri Wilson, 
Chester Weems, Connie Pottle, David Brock, 
David Claunch, Dean Keith, Erin O’Neil, Gwen 
Caldwell, Jacqulin Rash, Janet Bickel-Burton, Jaye 
McLaughlin, Jyoti Subramanian, Karen Archer, Kathy 
Culmer, Katie Knutson, Michael Brundy, Minetta 

Continued ...

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6vzIaQ7qTxcWTrKUOyFQ1snBK9sm1k4I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6vzIaQ7qTxcWTrKUOyFQ1snBK9sm1k4I
about:blank
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Smith, Raine Teller, Sue Kuentz, Thomas Salmi, 
and Viveca Deanes. They represented many guilds, 
friends, and board members of Tejas Storytelling 
Association. They represent the storytelling in the 
post-pandemic world where we will continue online 
even after we may meet again in person.

A shout out to loyal listeners: Traphene Hickman 
watched her 35th Texas Storytelling Festival from 
her hospital bed! She and Toni Simmons continue to 
mentor youth tellers via Cedar Hill’s Public Library 
Zoom events. She is in rehab and plans to be home 
by Easter. It was a joy to see Cathy Crowley (who 
lives in Oman) join some sessions. And a thank you to 
my SMU colleagues who helped – from a 90-minute 
review of public performance copyright issues to 
giving me opportunities to expand my Zoom skills 
while teaching classes online this past year. I learned 
and used so much of what was shared. Thank 
you to those who sent notes, cards and gifts of 

Continued from Page 2 encouragement during the final week of planning. It 
helped. Chester Weems sent wall artwork that said, 
“I’m not sure how, but I will.” Truth!

As the managing director (and lifelong educator, 
teaching librarian and formerly a college curriculum 
instructional designer) Janet Bickel-Burton invested 
100% into learning, planning, and adapting to new 
situations for this virtual festival. Yes, there were a 
few naysayers who said they did not want to learn 
or felt overwhelmed by the planning emails. (Janet 
had 1500+ emails; wanna trade?) Another sent eight 
emails to lobby against allowing the audience to 
use Zoom’s chat - as it would be “disruptive” to 
communicate praise and positive comments with 
performers. (You decide. Was it?) As educators, 
we understand the fear of new ways. It takes 
determination to overcome a fear of failing or falling 
behind and stick with being open to learning. [As 
an aside, those statements do repel, offend, and 
discourage younger TSA members. They will go 
elsewhere to find inclusive folks.]

By Jaye McLaughlin, 2021 Festival Artistic Director

The 2021 Festival may be over, all but the 
memories, putting the inspiration into action, 
marveling over particular things learned. It is over. But 
for those that did not attend, we need to get some of 
the amazing happenings down on paper.

John Henry Faulk Award
Toni Simmons’s name is 

added to the list of honored 
folks receiving the John 
Henry Faulk Award. Due to its 
being a virtual Festival, TSA 
president, David Claunch, 
took the trophy to Toni and 
filmed giving it to her and 
documented the surprise with 

Honors Go To Awardees And Contest Winners
a video that was presented on Zoom and shown at 
the Festival. 

The John Henry Faulk Award is presented annually 
to an individual or group recognized for having made 
“outstanding contributions to the art of storytelling.” 

Toni’s many activities include: TSA Festival planner 
2019 and 2020, past chair of the Texas Library 
Association Storytelling Round Table, coach for Youth 
Tellers, member of National Storytelling Network and 
the Dallas Storytelling Guild, plus her always lively and 
enthusiastic storytelling and good humor.

Toni was also a dreamer when she supported the 
first Youth Storytelling Festival in Cedar Hill. In the 10 
years it has been happening, the name has changed 
to “Creative Arts Festival” and they have topped 
1,000 attendees. It now includes music as well as 
storytelling.

Continued ...
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Liars Contest
Anne Rutherford was named 

#1 Liar at the Liars Contest on 
Saturday. We are really lucky she 
won, because she is one of our 
featured tellers next year and will be 
here to fill in the time while judges 
are deliberating, and she can tell 
us another lie! Second place went 
to Ingrid Nixon, who not only lies, 
but leads workshops and led one 
of the first for this year’s Festival. 
Third place went to M. J. Kang, 
a first time liar from Canada. All 
the stories were entertaining and 
fun to hear. And this was the only 
concert that had some technical 
issues, so we all learned that 
technology does not like lies. Thank 
yous go to Sheila Starks Phillips for 
hosting this year and our judges 
for having to deliberate and come 
to an agreement on the winners. 
Judges were managing director of 
the Denton Theatre, Mike Barrow; 
city councilman Paul Meltzer and 

executive editor of the Denton Record Chronicle, 
Sean McCrory. Last year’s winning liar, Oba King 
Williams, gets credit for telling this year’s winner 
what to look forward to as the reigning liar.

Story Slam
The Story Slam, hosted by Loren Niemi and Betsy 

Mosier in two different places, was a success with 
eight slammers competing. According to Loren, this 
was the fifth year for Festival to have a story slam. 
Loren was the winner of the 2019 slam, and Betsy 
was the winner of the 2020 slam. Paul Normandin 
said (in the Zoom chat) that story slams have been 
around for 21 years. And the winners are: Michael 
Guinn took first place, Jacinda Estelle was second, 
and Cooper Bran-Enos was third. Our thanks go to 
judges Gary Patterson, Paul Normandin, and Greg 
Pickett. 

Marvin Brown Service Award
Fred E. Peters received 

the Marvin Brown Service 
Award. Gene Helmick-
Richardson presented the 
award mentioning Fred’s 
many years of service to TSA 
by his setting up at the past 

10 in-person Festivals on Thursday and being one of 
the last to leave and packing it in on Sunday. Gene 
met Fred when Fred just walked up and helped Gene 

take a table from the tall stack of tables. Hanging 
the banners, setting out parking signs, even hanging 
plastic curtains around the outside patio at the 
Civic Center are just some of the activities Fred has 
done to help open the Festival. Fred also planned 
and emceed the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party at the 2018 
Conference in Fort Worth (as well as providing the 
drinks and treats). He also designed and had printed 
several T-Shirts for the Conference and Festival. Fred 
is a member of the Tarrant Area Guild of Storytellers, 
TSA, and NSN.

Michael Guinn, Jacinda Estelle, and Cooper Braun-Enos

Anne Rutherford 
Ingrid Nixon 

M.K. Kang
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•	 4 featured tellers

•	 44 non-featured storytellers

•	 10 story slammers

•	 7 youth tellers

•	 22 emcees and moderators

•	 21 tech team volunteers

•	 256 hours the tech team volunteers contributed 
to the festival

•	 3 tech trainings

•	 2 ASL interpreters

•	 17 storytelling concerts

City of Denton Texas Storytelling Festival  
by the Numbers:

•	 7 workshops

•	 4 social hours

•	 2 music performances

•	 6 judges

•	 728 festival registrants and guests

•	 38 states represented

•	 7 countries represented

•	 4500+  total festival viewers in all events

•	 206 first time to the storytelling festival

•	 100 yard signs posted



6 

Continued...

By Sue Kuentz

It certainly takes a village to produce such a 
memorable virtual four-day storytelling festival and 
one to be very proud of. As a TSA board member 
and participant, I’d love to give you a quick behind 
the scenes look at the Ghost Stories Concert along 
with the Youth Storytelling Concert and Youth/Adult 
workshop presented by Elizabeth Beamon.

Thursday Night’s “Enter if You Dare” 
Ghost Stories Concert

As producer and emcee of the Thursday night two-
hour Ghost Stories Concert titled “Enter if You Dare,” 
I would say there wasn’t a soul who had pleasant 
dreams that night or nights to come because of the 
deliciously spooky and eerie tales that were woven 
for the 200 listeners – oh my! Rosie Best-Cutrer, 
storyteller from Kansas, told two short but quite 
goosebump effective Ambrose Bierce stories written 
during the Victorian period of the 1890’s when glass 
windows were placed in the top of coffins to assure 
that loved ones weren’t buried alive – gulp! After 
catching a breath, Mark Babino and his mellow, calm 
voice told us “The Singing Bones” from the Brother’s 
Grimm. I’m still singing the eerie song from beneath 
the tree. Austin’s Bernadette Nason told “Wait ‘til 
Whalem Balem Comes” with perfect sound effects 
to make sure we were all right there in her tale! 
Donna Washington, one of our Festival’s featured 
tellers left us all covering our mouths because our 
jaws were hanging – I’m not kidding! She told her 

A Texas Storytelling Festival Producer’s Report
fractured tale which was titled “Hungry!” That was 
a tale I’m still trying to shake off because of her 
splendid telling. Tim Tingle delighted us with his 
Choctaw tale of “Lone Hunter.” You’ve got to be a pro 
on Zoom as Tim seamlessly inserted unmuted words 
into his story – you had to be there to know. And 
last, Carolina Quiroga ended the night with a story 
of the wandering souls and character Juan Perez. 
Goosebumps were had by all present and accounted 
for.

Sunday’s Youth Storytelling Concert

Invitation 
“If you are a dreamer come in 

If you are a dreamer a wisher a liar 
A hoper a pray-er a magic-bean-buyer 

If you’re a pretender come sit by my fire 
For we have some flax golden tales to spin 

Come in!  
Come in!” 

--Shel Silverstein

Our Zoom listeners were greeted with Shel 
Silverstein’s poem “Invitation” to begin the hour 
of pure magic brought forth by our youth. If you 
haven’t had a chance to watch and listen to our 
seven extremely well versed Texas youth telling 
from their well-rehearsed stories, then I implore 
you to because they will definitely make you smile 
knowing that the art of storytelling is in good hands! 
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Thank you to our coaches/mentors Toni Simmons 
of Houston, Vivian Rutherford of Waco, Mary Ann 
Blue of San Antonio, and myself, Sue Kuentz of 
Bulverde. We worked with our kids since January 
2021 to assist in their telling and even had a final 
Zoom practice with all of them together in late 
February to prepare. They each brought their best 
telling and offered wisdom beyond their years to 
questions asked by our listening audience at the 
end of the concert. Think about how difficult it is 
to tell in front of a live audience, much less telling 
and entertaining to a virtual audience via Zoom. 
Wow! Thank you to brother and sister duo, Sohan 
and Aashi Bhakta from San Antonio, who pre-
recorded their hilarious recounting of the story 
titled Interrupting Chicken. Gloria Kunnapilly, from 
San Antonio, told a wisdom tale titled “The Three 
Heads” which got rave reviews. Rebeka Garcia from 
the Zula B. Wiley Library’s Storytelling Club told a 
fun folktale called “A Man Named Pedro.” Saniyah 
McGrew from the same library club told a powerful 
historical story of Sojourner Truth. Emily Ashley from 
the Mammen Family Public Library Storytelling group 
told a hilarious fractured tale called “Little Red Hot,” 
written by Eric Kimmel. Keren Lee from the Zula B. 
Wiley club told a cautionary tale of “Snake and Frog” 
– an African folktale. In closing, Gloria Kunnapilly 
came back to the stage and told her beautiful 
version of “Story and Truth.”

Sunday’s Zooming In On Puppets 
Workshop with Elizabeth Beamon

A picture is worth a thousand words- puppets and 
smiles for one hour of fun, interactive learning! Many 
of us were part of Elizabeth’s puppet workshop a 
while back at our TSA Conference held in Waco, and 
I was one of the participants who never forgot the 
songs and creative ways to make puppets out of 
items lying around your house. I was over the moon 
excited when Elizabeth Beamon agreed to present 
her workshop to youth and adults. Folks were asked 
to have a stuffed animal or puppet ready to go and 
some markers with a paper lunch bag close by and 
we did! Through simple songs and stories, we all used 
our imagination and brought our stories alive through 
the movement of our imaginative creatures. I do wish 
this workshop could have been recorded because we 
all learned so much! You were amazing Elizabeth!

Continued from Page 6...

(selected from Festival evaluations)

“Great festival well done. The virtual procedure went 
well and permitted attendance from great distances 
- some who might not have made the trip to Denton.”

“Excellent festival! I’ve attended 4 conferences/
festivals by Zoom this year and this one was the 
best.”

“Hats off to all of the volunteers and the board for 
making this a success. Well done! All of the featured 
tellers were wonderful. I’ve never seen anything like 
Eth No Tec.”

“The selection of storytellers was awesome. Can’t 
wait for next year. I hope to be able to stream 

What Attendees Said
the concert or see it posted. The cost was very 
reasonable too.”

“It was so engaging! I laughed, I cried and I learned!”

“The one given by Eth-No-Tech on Sat afternoon 
about Nancy’s ancestors. Made me aware of cruelty 
the Chinese suffered, even as they are targets of 
violence today. Broke my heart.”

“The concerts were the most inspiring, especially the 
one on sacred stories on Sunday. The tellers spoke 
directly to my heart.”

“Sat night, Mystery of Story concert. Donna 
Washington’s account of what her great grandfather 
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and his neighbors had to endure to vote was the 
most powerful story of the weekend for me.”

“Sat. Morning - Stories from the Pandemic They have 
lingered in my mind ever since. Especially the doctor 
and the nurse stories. And the first teller sharing 
about the death of his friend.”

“The concert about the pandemic was so well 
balanced and healing. Ann Marie Newman closed 
that concert with her amazing poem.”

“Heather Forest Workshop #6 provided me with 
many ideas. It was worth the admission price all by 
itself. I have been using her books for years, and now 
I will be using her handouts.” 

“The workshop on Social Change, which showed how 
stories could be used to promote needed action. 

But I learned from watching and listening to each 
teller, watching the choices they made of material, 
timing, voice quality, etc.

And it was thrilling to see the youth tellers perform 
with some comfort in their tellings”

“I have heard about this festival for years and was 
glad I could finally get to it because it is virtual. (I 
don’t drive). The festival was an enriching experience. 
The four featured tellers were so good, and each 
different. And, as indicated above, the youth tellers 
were great.”

“Youth Tellers Showcase. All of them did a wonderful 
job. They were so brave and their stories were 
captivating. Just adorable. It is comforting to know 
the future of storytelling is in good hands.”

Contagion Counterstrike

There is a complex, COVID-19 concert convening cozily 
 amid their colonization of me.
This conquering horde is a contaminant community!
Complex collateral damage conceptualized. 
 Made concrete.
This is no conjecture. 
I’m talking a comprehensive,
 viral, cockroach-like, contemptible convergence,
 coaxing conflict with my wellness. 
Countering conservation of my life.
 I shall not be their cozy, craven convict!
Cognizant I am, of this cockeyed, colicky collection. 
 I offer a counterargument, a counterproposal.
 NO!
 A commandment!
“Take thee to the end of the cosmos!
 Decamp cocky, caustic corpse inducing, 
 cohabitating, corporeal contagion. 
I will not court coddling co-habitation.
 No common, cowering coward am I!

Commence collective expulsion. Cease all correspondence.
The countdown commences.

Ann Marie Newman (2021)

A Poet Reflects On A Bout With Covid
This poem is 
number six of eight 
poems included 
in Ann Marie 
Newman’s City of 

Denton Texas Storytelling 
Festival performance in the 
“Stories of Hardship and Hope 
in the Heart of the Pandemic” 
concert. She calls it her “cussy 
poem” and says, “Covid 19 got 
me good and I was ready to 
evict it pronto!”
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We want to thank our Festival 
sponsors for their generous 
donations.

We did our best to acknowledge every donation. 
In the case we may have missed one, we deeply 
appreciate every donation we received.

Festival Sponsors: 
National Endowment for the Arts
Mid- American Arts Alliance
City of Denton 
Texas Commission on the Arts
Tejas Storytelling Association

Silver Level–Teller Sponsor ($500-$749)
Genie Hammel 
Access Bank 

Bronze Level–Program Sponsor ($250-$499)
Alice Evergreen 
DATCU Credit Union
East Texas Storytelling Guild 
Parkhurst Brothers

Copper Level–Sponsor  ($100 - $249) 
Brooks Myers 
Connie Neil and Barbara Fisher 
David Claunch 
Granville and Reba Ott 
Kanute and Kathy Rarey
Mary Grace Ketner 
Paul Sheldon 
San Antonio Storytellers Association
Sheila Starks Phillips 
Susan Lewis 
Traphene Hickman

Community Sponsor Level ($30 - $99)
Alan Smith 
Avis Ives 
Betsy Mosier 
Chris Corbitt 
Cindy Boatfield 
Deborah Wilder 
Donna Washington 
Donna Ingham 
Dr. Nancy Self 
Elizabeth Ellis 
Ellen Shapiro 
Fred Davis 
Judy and Charles Allton 
Kanute and Kathy Rarey 
Kathy Mitchell 
Leslie Buie 
Mary Margaret Campbell 
Paula Schlegel 
Rebecca Hom 
Regina Holmes 
Ric Vice 
Rosemary and Richard Czarski 
Sara Armstrong 
Territory Tellers 
Tarrant Area Guild of Storytellers 
Ted Parkhurst 
Toni Simmons

https://www.arts.gov/
https://www.maaa.org/  
https://www.cityofdenton.com
https://www.arts.texas.gov/
https://tejasstorytelling.com/
https://www.accessbanktx.com/
https://www.datcu.org/
https://www.parkhurstbrothers.com/
http://www.kanuterarey.com
http://www.sanantoniostorytellers.org
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2020-2021 TSA  Governing Board

David Claunch,  President
dr.dilly.dally@gmail.com

Dalton Gregory, Treasurer
daltonrgregory@gmail.com

Peggy Helmick-Richardson, Secretary
twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net

Rebba Raine Teller, President Emeritus
rabbiraine@gmail.com 

Kathy Culmer
khculmer@aol.com

Philip Drexler 
philip.drexler@gmail.com

Elizabeth Ellis 
storyellis9@gmail.com

Gene Helmick-Richardson 
 twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net

Sue Kuentz
sue.kuentz@gmail.com

Jacqui Rash
jrash.storyteller@gmail.com

Brooks Myers

bmyers2@austin.rr.com 

Robert Samples 
 3457RJS@gmail.com

Chester Weems
cjweems@cox.net

Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a  

non-profit organization dedicated to 
fostering the appreciation of storytelling 

as an oral tradition, a performing art,  
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

From the TSA President

A Proud President
By David Claunch

Greetings from a very proud president! 

The City of Denton Texas Storytelling is now 

a memory and what a beautiful memory it is! 

I saw an amazing Committee of Janet Bickel 

Burton, Jaye McLaughlin, Dean Keith, Elizabeth 

Ellis, and Kim Lehman put together a festival by 

plowing new ground in every facet of the festival. 

This was our first ever virtual festival. Every decision these wonderful 

people made was outside of the box. That is not even accurate 

because there was not a box to think outside of! They sought the wise 

guidance of folks who had done some of this work before and then 

researched and worked their butts off. The fruits of their labor resulted 

in a storytelling festival that was first class in every way. 

One of the most powerful moments was the “Stories of Hardship and 

Hope in the Heart of the Pandemic” Concert. I especially appreciated 

the insights from Dr. Susan Bailey and Registered Nurse Sarah Hill. 

There were many, many other highlights: one of the best ghost story 

concerts I have seen, enthusiastic and talented group of youth tellers, 

informative and thought provoking workshops, deeply moving sacred 

tales, innovative and entertaining fringe concerts, an excellent story 

slam and liars contest, and world class featured tellers. 

However, my favorite moment was a slight technical hiccup. Being 

the president (and thinking quite a lot of myself), I had the honor of 

emceeing the Rising Star concert. About halfway through the concert, 

one of the hosts or co-hosts accidentally pressed the wrong button 

and kicked me out of the Zoom room. I took my bruised ego and tried 

to log back in. I attempted logging in with my TSA Zoom account and 

then my school Zoom account, even my personal account to no avail. 

Unbeknownst to me at the time and for security reasons, if you get 

kicked out of a Zoom room, the program will not let you back in! LOL ... 

But the worst part was when I spoke to some of the audience members 

and they were not even aware of the hiccup. This was another reminder 

that it is all about the stories and not the emcee!

See all y’all next year in Denton!!

mailto:dr.dilly.dally@gmail.com
mailto:daltonrgregory@gmail.com
mailto:twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rabbiraine@gmail.com
mailto:khculmer@aol.com
mailto:philip.drexler@gmail.com
mailto:storyellis9@gmail.com
mailto:twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net
mailto:sue.kuentz@gmail.com
mailto:jrash.storyteller@gmail.com
mailto:bmyers2@austin.rr.com
mailto:3457RJS@gmail.com
mailto:cjweems@cox.net
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Meet Our New Office Manager, Carol Barrow
Carol has been married to her husband Mike for 39 years. They have raised three wonderful 

children and now spoil their two granddaughters every chance they get! Carol retired from 

Denton ISD in 2018 after 23 years as an elementary school secretary. She lives in Denton 

and is excited to take on the position of office manager for the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Source of Income by Percentage
Income 
Source

2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 
Projected

Memberships 6% 6% 6%
Donations 4% 7% 5%
Grants 52% 64% 70%
Earned Income 37% 23% 19%

Tejas Storytelling Association Financial Overview
By Dalton Gregory, TSA treasurer

I am happy to report to the membership that TSA is financially sound. One way to judge our 
finances is to look at actual cash-on-hand at the beginning of each fiscal year. Our financial year 
runs from June 1 to May 31.

Budget Year Beginning Cash-On-Hand

2016 – 2017 $53,605

2017 – 2018 $43,748

2018 - 2019 $54,784

2019 – 2020 $38,394

2020 – 2021 $41,592 

2021 – 2022 $44,098 * (projected)

The difference from previous year indicates whether the net 
income was a positive or negative amount. For example:

During 2016 - 2017 TSA started with $53,605 and ended with 
$43,748. That means revenue was $9,857 less than expenses for 
a net loss. 

During 2017 – 2018 TSA started with $43,746 and ended with 
$54,784 showing that revenue was $11,036 more than expenses 
for a net gain.

* We project in our current budget a net gain of $2,506 so that we 
anticipate beginning 2021 – 2022 with $44,098

Five-year average beginning cash = $46,424 which represents 
about 40% of the average annual budget. This is an indication of 
good financial standing allowing TSA to have adequate cash to 
cover bills during the year and to withstand a year when spending 
exceeds revenue.

It may be helpful to see the source of TSA income. 
Clearly, grants are significant in funding the Tejas 
Storytelling Association. 

Thanks to Elizabeth Ellis for her continuing work on 
the City of Denton Hotel Occupancy Fund grant. This 
is the largest single source of revenue for TSA.

Thanks to Valarie Kimbell for her continuing work on 
a variety of grants including the 2020 Mid-America 
Arts Alliance CARES grant for COVID relief ($12,500 a 
year for two years).
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By Elizabeth Ellis

You are probably thinking, “It’s 

finally happened. Elizabeth is 

going bonkers! It’s spring and she’s 

yammering about things that we talk 

about only at Halloween time.”

•	 Being good at telling a scary story takes time. 
Take the opportunity to start now.

•	 When folks talk about “ghost story telling,” they 
really mean “scary story telling.”

•	 It doesn’t have to be about ghosts. But it does 
have to be scary. The main complaint about 
“ghost story concerts” is that they are not scary 
enough.

•	 Scary stories have a low repeat factor. If your 
listeners have already heard it, they probably 
won’t be frightened because they already know 
what is going to happen.

•	 Expand your search. There are so many kinds 
of scary stories to choose from: traditional, 
personal, family, local, regional, historical, 
literary, gothic, sci fi and so many others. Look 
for something that is different from what you 
usually tell. That will keep you growing as a teller.

•	 It will also fascinate your listeners.

•	 Accept the fact that it takes time to find a great 
scary story. It needs to be a good fit for you and 
for your style of telling.

•	 Go to the library. Get a batch of scary stories. 
Read one each day. Just one. Think about it. Mull 
it over in your mind. Try it on your tongue. See if 
it resonates with you. If it does, you may want 
to learn it.

Scary Stories! Get Started Right Away!
•	 Read another the next day. If you read one story 

each day, by Halloween you will have examined 
nearly two hundred stories. You are bound to 
like some of them enough to want to tell them.

•	 You can’t give away what you don’t have. So, if 
there isn’t something in the story that scares 
you, you aren’t going to be able to scare others 
with it. 

•	 You need to know them better than other types 
of stories. You are telling something that may 
require a suspension of their beliefs. You are 
asking them to go into dark and snaky waters. 
You want to know the story deeply so you can 
be more aware of the reactions of your listeners.

•	 In these stories, sensory engagement is very 
important. Be sure to include things that will 
engage all five of the senses.

•	 Choose language that helps folks feel 
frightened. Create a rich language bed of 
intriguingly alarming words.

•	 Timing is important. Practice the story with 
actual listeners.

All this effort is worth the time and energy you put 
into it. You will find that a scary story is a valuable 
way to spice up nearly any storytelling situation. 
It enlivens and emboldens an otherwise bland 
program. It is the scary story that listeners often 
remember long after the other tales they heard have 
been forgotten.

See. You don’t really need to wait for Halloween to 
tell them!
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2021 Summer Conference 
Home – Where Your Story Starts

Friday, July 30
5:00–6:00 p.m. Workshop with Josh Goforth
7:00–8:00 p.m. Featured Teller Concert
8:00–9:00 p.m. Concert: When Home is Tejas 

Tellers: Kim Lehman, David 
Thompson, Donna Ingham

Saturday, July 31
5:00–6:00 p.m. Workshop
7:00–8:00 p.m. Featured Teller Concert
8:00–9:00 p.m. Concert: When Home is the 

Reservation. Tellers: Tim Tingle and 
others 

Sunday, August 1
3:30-5:00 p.m. Youth Tellers Concert
5:00–6:00 p.m. Workshop
7:00–8:00 p.m. Featured Teller Concert
8:00–9:00 p.m. Concert: When Sacred Tales is 

Home. Tellers: Carole Foreman, 
Maggid Sender (Steve) Kramer, 
Tamir Saltzman

From The President Emeritus
By Raine Teller

This will be my last TSA Teller article as President 
Emeritus, and I am so pleased to make this report to 
you. 

I am going to be the emcee of a very special 
concert as part of our Conference 2021: Home is 
Where Your Story Starts. As a tribute to my teacher 
and my mentor, Maggid Yitzhak Buxbaum, whom we 
sadly loss to cancer a couple of months ago. In his 
memory I am bringing three fellow students of the 
Maggid Training Program to Tejas in a Sunday night 
Concert: When Home is Spiritual. Carole Foreman, 
Yitzhak’s widow and an actress and artist in her 
own right, is also a consummate storyteller. She will 
be treating us to a story from the Baal Shem Tov, 
Maggid and Mystic. She will delight your senses with 
her telling.

Maggid Sender (Steve) Kramer, 1/2 of Song and 
Spirit wisdom will charm you w/ his story and song.

And lastly, Tamir Saltzman, Brighton Beach/ Coney 
Island, NY, Maggid/radio personality will treat you to 
storyteller you’ve probably never been introduced to 
before. 

This not-to-be-missed concert comes with 
your price of admission after three days of Tejas 
Storyteller’s delights. You will not want to miss this!

With many blessings and very great love to all y’all.

The tentative schedule for the 2021 Summer 
Conference, July 30-Aug. 1, includes workshops and 
concerts over three days. 

The featured teller is Josh Goforth, a native of 
Madison County in western North Carolina, an area 
known for its ballad and storytelling traditions. He 
recalls listening to his grandparents telling stories 
well into the evening hours. Music was also a major 
part of his family, and he was playing piano in church 
by the age of four. He’s now skilled at playing 10 
different instruments, most notably, perhaps, the 
fiddle. He reflects his Madison County heritage with 
stories, fiddle tunes, and haunting ballads that speak 
of home.

Plans For Summer Conference Shaping Up

Conference Registration
Registration is open! Cost: $25 for TSA members and 
$35 for general admission.
https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/event-4255860

Conference Sponsorships
Be a Texas Storytelling Conference sponsor... 
Register at https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations

Your name will be listed on our website, in our 
program, and in our event slide shows which will run 
before and after each virtual conference event. We 
will add your logo for bronze sponsorship levels and 
above.
Community Sponsor – $30-$99
Copper Level Sponsor – $100-$249
Bronze Level Program Sponsor – $250-$499
Silver Level Teller Sponsor – $500-$749
Gold Level Stage Sponsor – $750-$999
Platinum Level Festival Sponsor – $1000 or more

https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/event-4255860
https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations
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Guild News

Central Texas Storytelling Guild
Submitted by David Thompson

What a weekend (counting Thursday here)! What 
a wonderful festival!! I was blown out of the water 
by Eth-no-tech!! Whoa Nelly!!! They were incredible. 
Donna Washington brought her personal story re: 
voting, the riots, and the neighborhood response and 
prodded memories of my involvement with the voter 
registration drives of the ‘60s. Heather Forest’s use 
of story and song (reminiscent of Stephen Sondheim) 
in her telling of Rapunzel was excellent. Sam Payne 
has a lovely singing voice and it accompanied his 
stories elegantly.

Fringe was great - I didn›t attend the late Friday 
night one, however. Kudos to Lorene Stilwell. She 
did such a wonderful intimate telling. You go girl!!! 
Woot woot!! For mine, I wish I could have played the 
accompanying music with the slide show - one has 
to be flexible, however. I got some great compliments 
and reactions from the audience and more before 
the affiliate guild meeting on Sunday.

And our own Donna Ingham with her native wit 
and candor slew the audience Thursday night at the 
J. Frank Dobie concert telling about Big Foot Wallace 
and the Hickory Nuts. I›ve always loved her telling of 
Texas folklore. Then, there›s our Rick Davis and his 
subtly hard-hitting yet poignant story on Saturday 
night›s The Stars are Bright concert about a young 
boy›s encounter with racism. Excellent! 

There›s a move afoot to have quarterly Affiliate 
Guild Meetings. David Claunch, TSA board president, 
really likes the idea of sister guilds (OUR contribution 
to the discussion, folks). In light of the sister-guild 
idea: Viveca Deanes from the Rockwall Guild and 
I exchanged an e-mail/chat concerning how the 
Rockwall Guild and our guild might fulfill this idea. 
From what I gather, the Rockwall guild is small 
and only about two years old. CTSG is small and 
dedicated and has been around for some time now. 
To date I›ve heard nothing from my posting to the 
Artists Standing Strong Together (ASST) FB page, so 
the connection with Rockwall could be a start, yes? 

I›m not abandoning ASST about the sister-guild, 
though. 

As to the guild’s April meeting - we agreed on the 
“fools” theme - there are so many wonderful stories 
about fools - both the wise fool a la Nasruddin and 
Ivanushka and the irrepressible Jack stories where 
Jack is just irritatingly literal about instructions.

Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild
submitted by Vivian Rutherford 

City of Denton Storytelling Festival Feedback:

Vivian Rutherford: “I had so much anticipation for 
this Festival. I was not disappointed. Seeing so many 
hands assisting in putting it together, working in 
harmony, was in and of itself a beautiful thing. 
The final product – Amazing! The quality of 
presenters and tellers was fabulous! I enjoyed and 
anxiously looked forward to going to each segment 
of programming, which seemed to flow flawlessly by 
the way!” I was very excited to have friends I invited 
to join us from Houston and New Jersey!

Jacinda Estelle, guild member (1st time attendee 
and Story Slam participant): “I loved how smooth 
everything flowed between all the storytellers. It was 
a positive first experience for me and it made me feel 
like I was telling a story to a group of friends.”

Gary Lee Webb, guild member (1st time attendee) 
“It was great! I hope to go in person in future years. 
The workshops and concerts, both highly enjoyable. 
From the workshops there were things that I “should” 
learn to do. The breakout rooms allowing us to apply 
what they taught and practice said skills ranked 
highest with me. Hearing what you need to do is 
important; actually *doing* so is critical.”

Sherunda Johnson (1st time attending): “The 
festival was very well organized and full of very 
talented storytellers. I laughed, I cried, and I was 
inspired to tell more stories myself. I’m looking 
forward to next year!”
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North 40 Guild
submitted by Minetta Smith

The North 40 guild was very active at the 
storytelling festival. Janet Bickle-Burton served as 
Managing Logistics Director and Dean Keith was 
the Technology Specialist. Their expertise made for 
a wonderful virtual festival. Several guild members 
helped by serving as technology co-hosts. 

Shiny Wu represented the guild in the Rising Star 
concert. She enchanted the audience with her lovely 

story complete with puppets 
and pictures. The Fringe Concert 
found Michael Brundy sharing 
the story titled “The Witch of 
Wall Street.” His research and 
sharing of the story of Hetty 
Green was masterful. Ann Marie 
Newman presented a narrative 
poem that she began while 
she had Covid. It was a moving 
remembrance of all that has 
happened since this time last 
year. Also, check out her Oopsy 
Annie videos on Youtube. 

Hats off to all of the tellers, the tech people and 
the listeners for a wonderful time. Next year Denton! 

San Antonio Storytelling 
Association
submitted by Sue Kuentz

Our SASA Story Night is a hour gathering of 
storytellers and story lovers via virtual Zoom. We 
are inviting everyone to join us the first Wednesday 
of every month from 6:45pm – 8:00pm (we start at 
7:00pm). Here are some dates to write down: June 2, 
July 7, August 4.

We’d love to hear a short 2-8 minute tale or song 
or poem from you!

Email sue.kuentz@gmail.com if you’d like tell.  
We post our Zoom link on social media: 
https://www.facebook.com/SanAntonioStorytellers 
SASA Website: https://www.sanantoniostorytellers.
com/

Time flies when you are telling stories – 30 years 
ago the San Antonio Storytellers Association was 
formed by Mary Grace Ketner and Mary Locke Crofts, 
and we’re celebrating by having a SASA Celebration 
Storytelling Concert on Saturday, October 30, 2021, 
and you are invited. We’d like to have it live and 
virtual if possible. We’ll let you know more in July! 
We’re excited!

Virtual Story Hour
Once a month the Austin Public Library offers a 
storytelling event for adults only.

Join us to listen or tell a five-minute story – truth 
or fiction, funny or serious, read or told, any story 
about life, fantasy, or yourself. New themes each 
month!

You need to register for the event.

Free and open to the public.

https://library.austintexas.gov/event/open-mic/
virtual-adult-story-hour-757725

about:blank
https://www.facebook.com/SanAntonioStorytellers
https://www.sanantoniostorytellers.com/
https://www.sanantoniostorytellers.com/
https://library.austintexas.gov/event/open-mic/virtual-adult-story-hour-757725
https://library.austintexas.gov/event/open-mic/virtual-adult-story-hour-757725


16 

The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter 
published by the Tejas Storytelling 
Association.

Donna Ingham, editor
Karen Wollscheid, production

Jaye McLaughlin, NSN news coordinator. 
Contributors: David Claunch, Elizabeth 
Ellis, Sue Kuentz, Jaye McLaughlin, Larry 
Thompson,  David Thompson, Minetta Smith, 
Vivian Rutherford, Gail McMillan, Dr. Trudy 
Hanson, Mary Ann Blue, Kim Lehman, and 
Vivian Rutherford. 

Tejas Teller submission deadline is the last 
Friday of the month that precedes the next 
print cycle: January, April, July, and October. 

General news items can be sent to the editor 
at tell.write@gmail.com. 

Currently the Tejas Teller is being distributed 
electronically to email addresses stored with 
TSA membership records. If you would like a 
printed copy of the newsletter, please notify 
Kim Lehman at kim.lehman@sbcglobal.net.

P.O.Box 2806 
Denton, TX 76202

DONATIONS
We need your support in our mission of 

storytelling. Please send your tax deductible 
donation in support of storytelling and our mission 
in this region. Thank you!

CHECK: Mail your donation check to TSA, P.O. 
Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202.

ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations

MEMBERSHIP
If you are not a member, come and join our 

storytelling family and friends in our region. We can 
spread the tradition and the power of storytelling. All 
are welcome; every member is important, whether 
story listener, storyteller, or story lover.

Even if you took some time off or have been a 
member in the past, we would love have you back!

Membership Categories: (Yearly)
Individual:  .......................................$35
Family:  .............................................$60
Organization:  ................................. $75
Youth (age 18 and younger): .......$10

 » CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application 
found on our website under the Membership 
tab and mail with your check or credit card 
information to TSA, P.O. Box 2806, Denton, TX 
76202.

 » PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940-
380-9320. We will return your call, answer 
your questions, and record your credit card 
information for billing.

 » ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/
Membership

TSA’s mission is to foster an appreciation of 
storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art, 
and an educational tool. Our members are a vital 
part in making this mission succeed. We need you!

Free Advertising for  
Your Storytelling Event

Submit your event on our webpage for all to see! 

Did you know that you could list your Affiliate 
Guild events on the Tejas Storytelling Association’s 

website yourself? 

Simply go to http://www.tejasstorytelling.com 
and click on Submit Event Listing under the Event 

Calendar tab in the top menu. 

If you submit early enough, it will go into our next 
newsletter. This is just one of the services offered 

by the Tejas Storytelling Association.

https://tejasstorytelling.com/events

Don’t miss any of the Facebook and Twitter 
posts highlighting storytellers, concerts and 

activities at the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Like us! Become a friend! Share the posts! 
Spread the love!

www.facebook.com/tejasstorytelling 
https://twitter.com/tejastales

mailto:tell.write@gmail.com
mailto:kim.lehman@sbcglobal.net
P.O.Box
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Membership
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Membership
http://www.tejasstorytelling.com
https://tejasstorytelling.com/events
www.facebook.com/tejasstorytelling
https://twitter.com/tejastales

