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Texas Storytelling
Summer Conference:
Telling Our Stories
Close to Home
We will be exploring the old adage “Home
is where your Story Starts” with Appalachian
Musician and Storyteller, Josh Goforth!
Josh is a master of nearly 20 instruments
and best-known for his fiddling, he is a highly
accomplished old-time, bluegrass, and swing
musician. His credits include playing for the
soundtrack and movie, Songcatcher, and a
Grammy nomination with David Holt. And has
performed in every U.S. state and abroad,
including at Carnegie Hall and the Grand Ole
Opry.
He entertains with his musical and
storytelling talents each evening of The
Conference at the 7:00 – 8:00pm Concert.
Goforth will also present the opening
Workshop; “The Importance of Being Yourself
Onstage” Friday July 30th at 4:30pm. With
welcome and opening remarks to The
Conference and introduction of Goforth by our
TSA President David Claunch.
The Conference features Spotlight Concerts
each evening at 8:00pm showcasing some of
your favorite TSA Tellers and special guests
all telling stories Close to Home. The Sunday
evening 8:00pm, When Home is Spiritual, will
include a very special teller - Maggid Sender
(Steve) Klaper.
Continued ...
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There will also be three (yes – 3) additional
workshops, a “Moth Styled” Concert; “True personal
stories from Home, where their stories begin”, and
promising to be a sparkling event: “Homegrown:
Youth Storytelling Concert” with 6 to 8 first and
second graders proudly telling their own stories!
You do NOT want to miss this exciting Summer
Conference!

Register to be a part of the Workshops and enjoy
the Concerts scheduled. 2021 Texas Storytelling
Virtual Conference July 30, 2021, 4:30 PM - August
01, 2021, 12:00 AM
Location: Virtual Conference Through Zoom Just
see the Schedule on the TSA website AND REGISTER!
https://tejasstorytelling.com/summer-conference/

What’s a Maggid? What is Maggiduit?
By Rebba Raine Teller, Sunday Concert Emcee

Time took me all over the world, and experiences,
like the Vietnam War, taught me the true meaning
of life. I thus moved further into interfaith stories,
bringing people together. I wanted all to understand
each other by hearing their stories, seeing a pathway
to peace.

Mid –1850s, Judaism in Eastern Europe was falling
into a dark place, too many do nots, should nots,
forbidden fruits. Then came the Baal Shem Tov, part
man, part myth. His task: reignite Judaism and turn
Jews back to original joys of their religion, waking
them in a manner not previously known. Not the
straight, strict Rabbinical code, he was full of joy
and full of stories. His stories were part reality, some
myth and lots of magic. He was a spiritual storyteller,
and he started a movement.

Winding up in Texas (Amarillo to Austin) and
knowing folks like Elizabeth Ellis (I first met her in
Brooklyn at Yitzhak’s apartment) opened more
pathways to story - as a way to peace and uniting
people. As a Maggid, working in the world of
interfaith Maggiduit reaching out past the bounds
of Judaism, I began to teach on a graduate level,
opening paths to joy as the Baal Shem Tov instructs.
I studied with Yitzhak, and with his teachers: Zalman
Schachter-Shalomi,Shlomo Carlebach and others
showing me the way. I was ordained by Rebbe
Joseph Gelberman of the All Faiths’ Seminary and
the International Rabbinical School: more stories.
While most of my friends followed the normal road
to rabbinical work, I persisted in teaching/preaching
through stories.

In 2008, I came to Maggiduit through my teacher,
Yitzhak Buxbaum at the Maggid Training Program
of Brooklyn. Traveling there several times a year,
I immersed in his program, learning the how, why
and ways of the Maggid. Already a professional
storyteller, this was different for me. This program
opened the joys and treasures in the plethora of
Jewish stories. I had been raised on Jewish stories
of Sholom Alechem, the Idiots of Chelm, Issac
Bashevis Singer and the like, coming from a cultural
Jewish family; Conservative Judaism if you require
a denomination, but this was different. Stories had
always been part of my formative years, part of
my college English degree and still more in English/
Language Arts Education, drama, speech.

Now I am pleased to bring three of my colleagues
from the Maggid Training Program to you in the
Sunday evening Spotlight Concert, “Where Home is
Spiritual”, during the 2021 TSA Summer Conference:
Carol Foreman (Yitzhak’s widow and precious
Maggidah), Chazzon Sender (Steve) Klaper of Song
and Spirit, and Rav Tamir Saltzman of Brighton
Beach, NY. Each will bring you the joy of Maggiduit
through their music and story. They will leave you
with lots to think about. They will leave you wanting
more.

Starting to move toward interfaith ministry, I
found many stories to lace sermons and teachings.
Stories of many nations, people, worlds I’d never
known, became my constant companions. The tug
toward the rabbinate was so strong, I finally studied
to become one, and I took my stories with me. Then
I met Yitzhak by accident, the circle completed. I
would be ordained as a rabbi and then a Maggid. I
would use stories, deep Jewish stories, to teach and
reach people.

So run, don’t walk, and register for the TSA 2021
Virtual Summer Conference on the TSA website. You
will be glad you did.
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Around the Web
By David Thompson, President, Central Texas
Storytelling Guild

theory. This really speaks to the academic in me. So,
check it out. www.worldstorytellingcafe.com

During this time of quarantine and extending into
“post-quarantine” life, I explored the world of online storytelling and discovered 2, if not more, very
important on-line via Zoom and Facebook streaming
sites.

The next internet site (always via ZOOM) is the
World Storytelling Ceilidh. This is free, just like the
Café (see above) and is curated in Amsterdam. Now
this is done a little bit differently. The Word Ceilidh
requires a Zoom meeting ID and a passcode. My
friend Marin Malinaar is the host and is such a love.
The Ceilidh is in English – all the time now, I believe.
Many of the tellers from the Café attend. There was a
time in which you would submit your name and story,
which are then put on a roulette wheel and spun to
discover who tells next. (Not certain if this is still a
thing since I’ve been unable to attend/tell for a month
or so.) Check out the Facebook page – World Ceilidh
Poster Wall – you can join and receive all sorts of
notices of telling events.

The first; the World Storytelling Café. This
incredible site is curated in the United Kingdom by
John Row, himself an incredible storyteller. The site
is FREE, though there is a giving cap displayed under
the individual storyteller’s video. Donations are by
PayPal and the currency is automatically converted
to the teller’s native currency. Y’all, there are some
extremely important and fantastic tellers to be
discovered in the UK, Ireland, India, Scandinavia, and
Iran – just to name a few countries. I have made many
new telling friends and it’s always a joy to hear them,
and for them to hear me (I’ve told many times and
have 2 archived videos). We share stories, laughter,
a tear or two, and then there’s always “pre-show”
chatter. One other thing, the Café telling time is
British Summer Time (much like our Daylight Savings),
so when you see 6:00pm BST, that’s Noon Central
Daylight. There’s a 6-hour time differential.

This meets almost every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Central Daylight. It’d be worth your effort to visit
at least once. One more thing, I don’t have Marin’s
permission to publicly post the Zoom information;
however, if you’re interested in joining, email me
at belstories@yahoo.com. Put “Zoom Access
Amsterdam” in the subject line.
There are so may internet/Zoom storytelling sites
and events that you can definitely go down the rabbit
hole on these possibilities. At the same time, you’ll
hear so many different styles and stories and meet
some incredible people. So, GO FORTH AND ZOOM!!

It’s almost a seven day per week convention, with
Tuesdays featuring kids from around the world telling
stories, Fridays are stories for children, Sundays are
open mic. Each Monday there is a discussion about
various aspects in relation to storytelling, praxis,

National Storytelling Festival, October 1-3, 2021
Have you heard the good news? The National
Storytelling Festival is taking place in Jonesborough
this year, and you can join us in person. (Yes, there
will be a virtual option, too.) ISC is working hard to
get everything ready, and are absolutely thrilled to
welcome you back.
The Festival plans to announce the full lineup in the
near future, but we thought you might enjoy a sneak
peak. Exclusive to this newsletter, here are a few of
the confirmed feature tellers: Donald Davis, Elizabeth
Ellis, Dolores Hydock, Kevin Kling, Bil Lepp, Antonio
Sacre, Dovie Thomason, and Kim Weitkamp.

Watch this space and the ISC Website for more
information. Tickets, including registration for the
weekend and pre-Festival events, are on sale now!
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Tejas Storytelling
Association’s Annual

City of Denton
Texas Storytelling
Festival 2022
by Jaye McLaughlin, Artistic Director
for the City of Denton Texas Storytelling
Festival
Yeehaw! Back In the Saddle Again!
This is the theme for the City of Denton
Texas Storytelling Festival March 1013, 2022. It will be held face-to-face,
no virtual anything! So put it on your
calendar and get ready for a great time
in March. Listening to stories with an
audience and feeling that magic each
storyteller will weave with you. I would
put exclamation marks after each
sentence because I am so excited and
looking forward to seeing each of you.
We have eight tellers coming and you
will love them. Along with the theme,
we are celebrating the variety of people
who have lived in Texas throughout
the years—Texas History from many
viewpoints. Anne Rutherford is coming
to present her alter ego, Clementine
Ryder, Andy Hedges is coming to share his songs of
the range and more. The others coming are all Tejas
Storytelling Association members: DeCee Cornish,
Donna Ingham, Eldrena Douma, Toni Simmons, Tim
Tingle and Carolina Quiroga. They will share history
stories, folklore from many backgrounds proving
that people came to Texas from many places, if they
didn’t already live here. They will be weaving stories
to help us learn and laugh together.

adding an original poetry concert and a cowboy
poetry concert—start writing.
After the NSN and TSA Summer Conferences
an email will be sent out for you to put in your
application for: Fringes, Liar’s Contest, Story Slam,
Workshops and Poetry concerts. The Conferences
may stimulate your creativity, so start thinking how
you want to share your story, long or short; your lie;
your poem; or even a workshop you want to present.
And of course, it will take many people to put on
the festival as smoothly and enjoyably as always
and if you want to be a part of it, please let me
know. Needs: workshop facilitators, emcees for each
concert, volunteers everywhere.

We will be back in familiar settings, the Denton
Civic Center: Registration, concerts, workshops,
Story Store, Silent Auction, a Guild Table, Awards,
Rising Stars and more. We will be in the Emily Fowler
Library on Friday for some concerts and fun. There
may be more there than I can say right now. We are

Looking forward to hearing from you!
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NSN Oracle Awardees
Three members of the Tejas Storytelling community are receiving Oracle Awards at the National Storytelling
Virtual Conference and Festival in July. The awards will be presented Saturday, July 24, during a two-hour
ceremony, and some of the award recipients will appear in a showcase on Sunday, July 25.

The Circle of Excellence Award goes to
Jeannine Pasini-Beekman.

The South Central Regional Service &
Leadership Award was awarded to Toni
Simmons.

This award is “presented
to artists who are recognized
nationally by their peers to be
master storytellers who set
the standards for excellence
and have demonstrated, over
a significant period of time, a
commitment and dedication
to the art of storytelling.”

This award is “presented to
individuals or organizations
that have made a significant
contribution to their local
or regional storytelling
community and/or have
used storytelling to make a
significant contribution to the
larger community in which
they live.”

Jeannine says, “This
recognition by my peers
shows fairy tales indeed
come true and every moment
of this heroine’s continuing journey is worth it.”

Toni says, “I believe
storytellers change lives and
the world. My desire to be a servant leader give me
hope that whatever impact I have had on others has
changed their lives and truly made a difference.”

Lynn Moroney is one of two recipients of The
Talking Leaves Literary Award.

For more information about these awards and
details about the awardees, go to the NSN
website: https://storynet.org

This award is “presented
to those members of our
community who have made
outstanding contributions
to the literary body of
storytelling as authors,
editors or collectors.”
An Oklahoman by birth and
a member of the Chickasaw
Nation, Lynn took on the task
of telling the folklore and
skylore of indigenous people,
and, through her work, has encouraged and inspired
others to move from ancient tales to learn about
current space science and space exploration.
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Emerging From The Cocoon
have directories of artists, too. Explore what
is available. You can do that on your home
computer in your pajamas.

by Elizabeth Ellis
If you are feeling sluggish and stale where your
storytelling is concerned, don’t think you are alone.
After the extended shutdown of the Pandemic, most
of us have had few opportunities to tell. If we have
had a chance, it has probably been on Zoom or some
other platform. Face to face opportunities have been
rarer than cats at a dogs’ convention. So, you can
take some comfort from the fact that most all of us
are feeling the same.
I had a face-to-face storytelling last Saturday at a
Family Campout for the Denton Parks and Recreation
Department. I was so excited I was positively giddy.
It was all I could do to restrain myself. I wanted to
hug every child and clap every parent on the back.
We had a great time. It was so comforting to be
with people…to see their faces…hear their reactions.
I didn’t care that the smoke from the bonfire
was blowing in my face. That’s why God invented
eyedrops. The important thing was that I got to tell
to real people.

•

Begin right now to prepare for opportunities
that will come your way. If you had had your arm
in a cast for the last year you wouldn’t expect
it to perform exactly the way it did before the
cast. You would need to work to rebuild its
abilities. The same is true of your storytelling
skills. Start telling the stories in your repertoire
to yourself so you will remember them. Start
telling to others in order to be prepared when
the time comes. Use Zoom to “get your chops
up” as our musician friends would say. Meet
face to face with other tellers as often as you
can. A group of two or three like-minded tellers
can accomplish a lot for one another.

•

Say yes to those who invite you, even if you are
not feeling confident yet about your skills. By
the time the storytelling program arrives you
will be better prepared than you are now. Resist
the temptation to delay. The longer you go
without telling face to face the harder it will be
to get restarted.

•

Be kind to yourself. All of us have “squirrel talk”
that goes on in our heads too much of the time.
All that negative self-talk can do us a lot of
harm. Chose not to listen to your inner critic.
Tell that voice to take a hike. Don’t put up with
anything from your inner critic that you would
not tolerate being said to some other teller in
the same situation.

•

Practice more than you did in pre-pandemic
times. It will help you feel more comfortable.

Here are some thoughts about emerging from the
cocoon of the pandemic and thriving as a storyteller.

•

•

Be pro-active about letting folks know you are
available. Don’t just sit back and wait to be
asked. People can’t invite you if they don’t know
what you do, or if they don’t know that you are
vaccinated and ready to come entertain them.
(You have been vaccinated, haven’t you?) If
you don’t have business cards for your telling,
have some printed. They are inexpensive and
effective advertising. Give them out everywhere
you go. You don’t know what clubs folks belong
to, or which church is looking for a speaker. Help
folks remember you.

A butterfly emerging
from a cocoon does
not do so in a flash. It
takes some time for it
to push its way out into
the sunshine. The wings
need to expand and dry.
The process is a miracle.
Accept the fact that you
are, too.

List yourself on any directories that are available
to you. The T.S.A. website has a directory
of storytellers. So does our amigos up in
Oklahoma, the Territory Tellers. (Don’t know if
you’ve noticed, but lots of Oklahoma may be
closer to you than parts of Texas, depending
on where you live.) The National Storytelling
Network has a directory, too. If you don’t belong
to N.S.N., now would be a great time to join.
Local and state arts organizations sometimes
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Youth Storytelling Team News
Sue Kuentz, chair of the Youth Storytelling Team
on the TSA board, would love to have your help!
Her team is in the process of creating a Youth
Storytelling Page on the TSA website. If your guild
serves youth tellers or listeners in any capacity,
please let Sue know so she can advertise those
guilds. Examples would be:

Our Goal through our guilds and local clubs:
To teach, inspire and promote the art, craft, and
tradition of storytelling to our youth by encouraging
the sharing and listening of stories by, about, and for
people of all social, cultural, and religious traditions.
We’re looking forward to the “Homegrown: Youth
Storytelling Concert” at the Tejas Storytelling
Conference on Sunday, August 1st, 3:30–4:30PM.
These talented kids would love to see your smiling
faces on this Zoom concert!

• Youth Storytelling mentoring
• Including youth in your guild’s concerts and/or
Tellabration
• Guild member sponsoring a youth storytelling
club
Please feel free to contact any of our Youth
Storytelling Team members with ideas, questions, or
just want to pick our brains:
•
•
•
•

•

Kendall County Liars
Contest

Sue Kuentz, Chair: sue.kuentz@gmail.com
Toni Simmons: toni@tonisimmons.com
Mary Ann Blue: mabstories@me.com
Vivian Rutherford: Vivian.rutherford@
thestorylady.org
Jyoti Subramanian: handsolite@gmail.com

Winners of the third annual
Kendall County Liars Contest
in Boerne, Texas, are Larry
Thompson, 1st; Bernadette
Nason, 2nd; and Lorene
Stilwell, 3rd. The event,
held this year on June 23, is
produced by the Patrick Heath
Public Library and organized by
librarian Caren Creech.

Andy Offutt Irwin’s
Road Trip
Through Texas

Liars Contest Winners;
Larry Thompson,
Bernadette Nason and
Lorene Stilwell

With a silly putty voice, hilarious heart-filled
stories, and amazing mouth noises (arguably, the
greatest whistler in the world)
one-person-showman, Andy Offutt
Irwin, is equal parts mischievous
schoolboy and the Marx Brothers,
peppered with a touch of the
Southern balladeer.

A permanent plaque listing
winners of the annual Kendall
County Liars Contest was
unveiled at this year’s event
at the Patrick Heath Public
Library on June 23. Larry
Thompson won in 2019, the
first year of the contest,
and again this year. Donna
Ingham won in 2020.

Andy will make several stops in
Texas, July 24 through 26th, on his
way to festivals in New Mexico and
Montana. He will appear in the Austin area under the
auspices of Central Texas Storytelling Guild, and head
north to Denton and showcase at a Tejas Storytelling
Association fundraiser at the local theater, then head
on to the Panhandle.
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From the TSA President

2020-2021 TSA Governing Board
David Claunch, President
dr.dilly.dally@gmail.com
Dalton Gregory, Treasurer
daltonrgregory@gmail.com
Peggy Helmick-Richardson, Secretary
twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net
Sandra Aguirre-Magana
magana.sandra@sbcglobal.net
Kathy Culmer
khculmer@aol.com
Rick Davis
riverwoodtx3.gmail.com
Elizabeth Ellis
storyellis9@gmail.com
Sue Kuentz
sue.kuentz@gmail.com
Jaye McLaughlin
jayemclaughlin@gmail.com
Betsy Mosier
betsymosier@gmail.com
Jacqui Rash
jrash.storyteller@gmail.com

Welcome to a brandnew year for the Tejas
Storytelling Association!

First may I offer a great big thank you to
those Board members who have completed
their service on the Board and to the
Association. These folks have done valuable and
important work, so when you see them, thank
them for their service: Gene Helmick-Richardson, Bob Samples, Raine
Teller, and Philip Drexler.
And now .... drum roll, please ... let me introduce our new Board
members; Jaye McLaughlin who lives in Denton now; Rick Davis of
Austin; Hank Roubicek from Houston; Betsy Mosier who now lives in
California; and Sandra Aguirre-Magana from El Paso. We are grateful for
Zoom technology, so we can have a more diverse board.
We have a big year coming up. In just a few short weeks we gather for
the Summer Conference; Telling our Stories Close to Home. I hope to
see all y’all and then ... another drum roll please ... or Annual Festival is in
person, in Denton next March. YeeHaw! Back in the Saddle Again: Listen,
Learn, Laugh, Love.
We have made some changes to our organizational chart to
streamline our committees and teams, and are looking forward to a
great year. If you have a passion or special talent, and you all do, get
involved. And if someone asks for your help, jump in and get involved.
We’d love to have you!
Thank you for your time,
David H. Claunch

Hank Roubicek
roubey@aol.com
Brooks Myers
bmyers2@austin.rr.com
Chester Weems
cjweems@cox.net
Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a
non-profit organization dedicated to
fostering the appreciation of storytelling
as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

Tejas Storytelling Association’s Statement on Social Justice
In accordance with Section 1:02 of the By-Laws of the
Tejas Storytelling Association, we are committed to seeking
out and encouraging audiences and storytellers from diverse
backgrounds including, but not limited to, age, race, gender, sexual
orientation, ethnicity, physical challenges, and expertise.
In the wake of the current climate of social unrest and in support
of Black Lives Matter, we firmly recommit our organization to equality,
fairness, and justice for all.
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Guild News
San Antonio Storytellers
Association

November and February. Those members will have the
opportunity to share stories first during those meetings.
In an effort to introduce and connect with youth tellers
and listeners Jyoti Subramanian has started a “Tell a
Tale” youth storytelling club in Celina, Texas. Youths can
gather every other Tuesday at 6pm at the Celebration Park
in Prosper/Celina. The dates are July 6th and 20th and
August 3rd, 17th and 31st. For more info contact Jyoti at
gotmythstorytellers@gmail.com
Minetta Smith

We invite everyone to join us virtually through Zoom
for our monthly storytelling night which always meets the
first Wednesday of each month from 6:45PM – 8:00PM.
We usually have room for about 8-12 tellers who can tell
a short story less than 8 minutes long. We also love folks
who have a song to sing or poem to recite. Please check
our Facebook Page (San Antonio Storytellers), our website
www.sanantoniostorytellers.org, or email Sue Kuentz at
sue.kuentz@gmail.com if you’d like to be a storyteller or
story listener at our SASA Story Night and we’ll make sure
you get the Zoom Link.
SASA is officially 30 years old, and we’d like to celebrate
by inviting everyone to our October 30, 2021, Storytelling
Concert at San Antonio’s Confluence Park. We’ll be live and
the concert will be Ghost Stories beginning at 8:00PM.
Please stop by if you are in our area! We’d love to scare you!
There’s some fantastic, haunted hotels you could stay in
like our Gunther and Emily Morgan Hotels! Wouldn’t that be
fun? Please be on the lookout for our event poster on social
media and our website.
Sue Kuentz, SASA President

Central Texas Storytelling Guild

The Austin guild is the sponsoring affiliate guild for this
year’s TSA Summer Conference July 30- August 1st. We’re
gearing up! Gonna be Zoomed and that’s pretty cool, ya’
know?!?! The Summer Conference Planning Committee
has been meeting nearly every week so far, and things are
falling into place.
CTSG also is now sistered with the Rockwall Storytelling
Guild, Viveca Deanes, President, and we join-in with each
other’s regular meetings electronically when we can.
Yous truly, CTSG President David Thompson, is one of
the invited international tellers at the first International
Marrakech Storytelling Festival next February 2022. This
will be an in-person international gathering. It’s very
exciting for the CTSG, TSA and Texas to be represented in
the Red City – another name for Marrakech.
And then, our own Rick Davis, who is CTSG’s secretary, is
a new member of the TSA Board AND the brand-new editor
for this issue of the Teller.
David Thompson, President CTSG

The Heart of Texas Storytelling
Guild

Presents: “Walking Tales” - Bringing Historic Stories To
Life. Saturday, October 16, 2021 - At the historic Oakwood
Cemetery, Waco, Texas. 2124 S. 5 th Street. As you leisurely
stroll through Oakwood, interpreters, many in period dress,
stationed throughout the cemetery will give voice to the
most renowned, legendary and infamous personalities laid
to rest there. Come and enjoy a unique experience!
10 am – 1:00 pm Free to the public! http://www.
hotstorytellingguild.org
Facebook: Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild. 254-7171763 for more information.
Vivian Rutherford, President

Houston Storytellers Guild

Regular events: So, What’s Your Story? Radio show on
KPFT-Pacifica: Every Thursday at 8 PM on 90.1FM KPFT.
Pacifica Radio. *Archived issues on our website or the KPFT
page.
Other regular events: Skyline Screamers (ghost tales
under the stars), October Tellabration! to resume after
Covid. And - Liar’s Contest - to resume after Covid, usually
around 4/15/22.
Meeting Info: Last Tuesday each month, 7-8:30 (via
Zoom). Go to website & sign up for our monthly newsletter
and/or get the Zoom link for meetings and Upcoming
events.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
houstonstorytellers
Website: http://www.houstonstorytellers.org

North 40

The North 40 Storytelling Guild has continued to
meet via Zoom during the past year. We are delighted to
announce that we will begin in person meetings on July
19th at the Heritage Farmstead in Plano. Because we have
several members who are now living out of the state,
we have decided that we will meet via zoom in August,
9
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George West
Dobie West Performing Arts Theatre
presents
Texas State LIARS CONTEST
November 6, 2021
Guidelines and Rules
1. The contests are exclusively open to residents of the State of Texas.
2. The order of telling shall be determined by drawing numbers.
3. NO written materials may be used.
4. The number of entries is limited to the first 10 entries received.
5. Entry deadline: Tuesday, October 23, 2021, received by 5 PM via mail at P. O. Box 1223, George West, TX
78022 or emailed as a pdf to ghstraus@ymail.com
6. There will be a panel of three judges. The judges shall each score the contestants by use of an official judging
form. There will be only one first-place winner, one second-place winner, and one third-place winner per
category. There will be no ties, and the judges’ decision is final.
7. Judging criteria will be story craft, presentation, believability, originality, and audience response.
8. The time limit shall be 10 minutes. Stories that exceed the time limit will be penalized as follows:
1-60 seconds over
-5 points
61 – 120 seconds over
-10 points
121 – 180 seconds over
-15 points
180+ seconds over
Disqualified
9. Contestants are limited to three consecutive wins beginning in 2019 under the Dobie West Performing Arts
Theatre.
10. Awards will be presented to the top three tellers per category. A plaque for Dobie West Texas State Liars
Contest awarded to the first-place teller and certificates will be award to second and third places.
11. Dobie West Performing Arts Theatre reserves the rights to videotape tellers and post at
www.dobie-westtheatre.com .

11

Dobie West Performing Arts Theatre
P.O. Box 1223
George West, Texas 78022
361-436-1098
ghstraus@ymail.com
All entrants must complete this form and submit by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, October23, 2021
via mail or as a pdf via email.
Name
Address
City, Zip
Telephone Number (s) Cell:

Land/Office:

Email Address
How did you hear about this contest?
Name of tale to be told. (do not lie)
Tell us a bit about yourself for use in introductions:

Signature of contestant:

Date:

Signature of Dobie West Performing Arts Theatre Board Member
Date and time received.
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MEMBERSHIP

Free Advertising for
Your Storytelling Event

If you are not a member, come and join our
storytelling family and friends in our region. We can
spread the tradition and the power of storytelling. All
are welcome; every member is important, whether
story listener, storyteller, or story lover.
Even if you took some time off or have been a
member in the past, we would love have you back!
Membership Categories: (Yearly)
Individual: ........................................$35
Family: ..............................................$60
Organization: .................................. $75
Youth (age 18 and younger):........$10
»» CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application
found on our website under the Membership
tab and mail with your check or credit card
information to TSA, P.O. Box 2806, Denton, TX
76202.
»» PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940380-9320. We will return your call, answer
your questions, and record your credit card
information for billing.
»» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/
Membership

Submit your event on our webpage for all to see!
Did you know that you could list your Affiliate
Guild events on the Tejas Storytelling Association’s
website yourself?
Simply go to http://www.tejasstorytelling.com
and click on Submit Event Listing under the Event
Calendar tab in the top menu.
If you submit early enough, it will go into our next
newsletter. This is just one of the services offered
by the Tejas Storytelling Association.
https://tejasstorytelling.com/events

DONATIONS

We need your support in our mission of
storytelling. Please send your tax deductible
donation in support of storytelling and our mission
in this region. Thank you!
CHECK: Mail your donation check to TSA, P.O.
Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202.
ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations

Don’t miss any of the Facebook and Twitter
posts highlighting storytellers, concerts and
activities at the Tejas Storytelling Association.

TSA’s mission is to foster an appreciation of
storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool. Our members are a vital
part in making this mission succeed. We need you!

P.O.Box 2806
Denton, TX 76202

Like us! Become a friend! Share the posts!
Spread the love!
www.facebook.com/tejasstorytelling
https://twitter.com/tejastales

The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter
published by the Tejas Storytelling
Association.

Tejas Teller submission deadline is the last
Friday of the month that precedes the next
print cycle: January, April, July, and October.

Rick Davis, editor
Karen Wollscheid, production

General news items can be sent to the editor
at riverwoodtx3@gmail.com

Jaye McLaughlin, NSN news coordinator.
Contributors: David Claunch, Elizabeth
Ellis, Sue Kuentz, Jaye McLaughlin, Larry
Thompson, David Thompson, Vivian
Rutherford, Mary Ann Blue, Kim Lehman, and
Vivian Rutherford.

Currently the Tejas Teller is being
distributed electronically to email
addresses stored with TSA membership
records. If you would like a printed copy
of the newsletter, please notify the TSA
Office at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com.
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