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Texas Storytelling Festival Will Be Online
Join us for the 37th City of Denton Texas
Storytelling Festival on March 10 - 13, 2022.
You will not want to miss our featured tellers
Anne Rutherford and Andy Hedges, Carolina
Quiroga, DeCee Cornish, Donna Ingham,
Eldrena Douma, Tim Tingle, and Toni Simmons
along with 50 other tellers for stories galore!
Ghost Stories, Texas Tales, Liars Contest,
Sacred Tales, Story Slam, Workshops, and so
much more.
We had been planning to have the Festival in
person this year, but that changed. It will now
be online through Zoom – similar to last year’s.
We really, really, really wanted to be together
in person, so this decision was not taken
lightly. The festival committee deliberated
taking many things into consideration.

•

Many TSA members are in the high-risk demographics.
We do not want to put anyone in danger.

•

The City of Denton has recently shut down all city run
venues, including the Civic Center and the Library. The
organization cannot withstand another situation like
what happened in 2020 when the City of Denton came
in and closed us down on Friday. There was nothing we
could do about that.

•

Due to high rates of staff illness, airlines and venues
have been struggling to keep flights running smoothly.
Of course, we don’t know what it will be like in March,
but we need to think ahead to adjust now.

• We have heard from the TSA Board and other members
that they were uncomfortable with the idea of an inperson festival considering the recent Omicron variant.
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Meet the Festival Featured Tellers
Anne Rutherford

Andy Hedges

Anne grew up in a little

Andy Hedges is a songster,

Pennsylvania town along the

reciter, storyteller, guitarist,

Susquehanna River, in a house

and collector of cowboy

with a graveyard on one side

songs and poems. The son

and a cow pasture on the

of an Italian schoolteacher

other. She first took the stage

and a rodeo cowboy turned

in at age 7, as a singing cow in

preacher, Andy was born in

her school Christmas pageant. During that debut she

Lubbock, Texas, in the spring of 1980. He grew up

tripped over the boy playing the donkey and toppled

in the small community of Tokio, Texas, where his

the Holy Family. A future on the stage seemed

family paid rent on an old farmhouse by looking

unlikely. But, a few years later, she cracked a joke

after a few head of cattle. It was there that Andy

that made her mother laugh when there wasn’t much

fell in love with traditional music by listening to his

else to laugh about— and her delight in entertaining

father’s cassettes of cowboy songs. Andy’s vast and

people began to bloom.

varied repertoire includes classic cowboy poetry
recitations, obscure cowboy songs, dust bowl

Despite — or perhaps because of — her Catholic

ballads, and blues. He also hosts a podcast, Cowboy

upbringing, Anne’s become an award-winning liar.

Crossroads featuring in-depth interviews with fellow

She is five-time 1st-place winner at the Northwest

musicians and poets. Andy has performed many

Folklife Festival Liar’s Contest in Seattle and took the

times with folk legend Ramblin’ Jack Elliott and the

grand prize in the NW Tall Tale Challenge in 2016.

duo’s performance at the 60th Newport Folk Festival

To her delight, she was eventually able to quit her

was named one of the “10 Best Things We Saw” by

day job and become a full-time storyteller. In 2018

Rolling Stone. https://andyhedges.com/home

Anne was invited to perform as a New Voice at the

“...Andy is at the epicenter of the collective beating

2018 National Storytelling Festival, sparking a flurry

heart of cowboy poetry and music. As an artist, and

of invitations to perform in Festivals across the

as a man, he is among the finest this renaissance has

country in 2019. www.annerutherford.com

to offer.” –Randy Rieman

Sneak Peak Videos:

Sneak Peak Videos:

Dark Shadows Made Me: A Halloween Story Told by
Anne Rutherford

National Cowboy Poetry Gathering: Andy Hedges and
“The Red Cow”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BDHGbiSCbak

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsFCqpDAwA8

How Anne Became a Storyteller

Andy Hedges - Ragged but Right

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6Lxvb4Jp0g

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ODDEQb7b9WE
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Meet the Festival Special Tellers
Decee Cornish

Donna Ingham

An award-winning storyteller,
he has informed, enlightened, and
entertained audiences of all ages.
His work with at-risk youth has
been recognized by the Presidential
Commission of Arts and Humanities.
He is a five-time Texas State Liar’s contest winner,
Story Slam National Champion, Fort Worth Live
Theater Award Winner, and received the Metropolitan
Live Theater Award for his original one-man stage
show “To Love the Earth: The Life and Times of
George Washington Carver.”

Humorist and folklorist Donna
Ingham takes the ancient art of
storytelling and gives it a Texas twist
to entertain audiences of all ages.
She passes on tall tales, folklore,
historical and personal stories as only
a Texan could - or would. During the pandemic, she
has Zoomed her storytelling as far away as Northern
Ireland but will be glad to be back to the Texas
Storytelling Festival. A recipient of the John Henry
Faulk Award and a National Storytelling Network
ORACLE Regional Excellence Award. She also has the
dubious distinction of having been named the Biggest
Liar in Texas - FOUR times. She is listed on the Touring
Roster for the Texas Commission on the Arts and
on the Mid-America Arts Alliance Regional Touring
Program. A former college professor, she is also a
published author and producer of spoken word CDs.
https://www.donnaingham.com/

Decee has also been recognized with as Amon
Carter Museum Outstanding Performer for
presentations as the Negro Seminole Indian Scout
“Gator Bill”. He is known by many names including
Jubilee’s Child, the Urban Griot, the Asphalt Aesop
and most importantly Arianna’s Grandpa. http://
www.deceecornish.com/index.html

Sneak Peak Video:

Sneak Peak Video:

https://www.donnaingham.com/videos.html

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHElzsGz1ig

Carolina Quiroga

Eldrena Douma

Storytelling was a way of life for
Eldrena growing up in New Mexico
and Arizona among her Pueblo tribes
of the Laguna, Tewa & Hopi. Her
normal activities with family and
friends were of sharing pueblo stories,
songs, and family history including the humorous
and serious personal stories that life brought.
Reflecting on this past, she realized that listening
to those stories allowed her to strengthen and
stimulate the use of her imagination and creativity.
Traditional songs gave her an appreciation of all music
and songwriting. As a professional storyteller and
educator, Eldrena offers captivating stories, a variety
of recorded music and historical accounts from
American Indian tribes across the country. https://
www.eldrenadouma.com/

Carolina is a Colombian Bilingual
Storyteller Performer, Podcaster
and Author. She graduated in 2013
with a Masters in Storytelling from
East Tennessee State University. Her
vast repertoire of bilingual stories
explores the myths, legends, folktales, historical and
literary tales of Latin America. In early 2019, Carolina’s
bilingual literary podcast “Tres Cuentos Podcast”
dedicated to the literary, historical and traditional
narratives of Latin America, was awarded two grants
from Alternate Roots, and The National Association of
Latino Arts and Cultures. Carolina published her first
book on Aztec myths, “The Hungry Goddess and The
Five Suns.” A month later, she was a featured teller at
the National Storytelling Festival in Jonesborough,
Tennessee. www.carolinastoryteller.com Bilingual
Podcast: www.trescuentos.com

Sneak Peak Video:

Sneak Peak Video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zjqUIuJkrjI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3HJunRMpkC0
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Toni Simmons

Tim Tingle

Toni Simmons is an awardwinning, dynamic storyteller and
author who brings new life to her
stories with songs, rhythms, chants
and audience participation. Toni
is a former librarian and drama
teacher who has presented her multicultural tales
throughout the United States. She has captivated
audiences at many festivals including the National
Storytelling Festival Exchange Place, the National
Black Storytelling Festival, and the Texas Storytelling
Festival. Internationally, she has performed in
schools in South Africa, Germany, and Mexico. Toni is
listed on the Texas Commission on the Arts Touring
Artist roster and was designated as an American
Masterpiece by the National Endowment for the
Arts. Her interactive sessions also use creative
drama with a variety of age-appropriate folklore.
Her programs are designed to motivate, inspire, and
educate while being entertaining. She performs at
schools, libraries, churches, festivals, and museums.
https://www.tonisimmons.com

An Oklahoma Choctaw and
native of the Texas Gulf Coast, Tim
shares stories of his tribal culture,
Texas ghost stories, and tales of
an action-filled adventurous life.
Author of twenty-plus books, he
has a broad repertoire for all ages. His first children’s
book, “Crossing Bok Chitto,” garnered over twenty
state and national awards, and was an Editor’s
Choice in the New York Times Book Review. In June
of 2011, Tingle spoke at the Library of Congress and
presented his first performance at the Kennedy
Center in Washington, D.C. He received his master’s
degree in English Literature at the University of
Oklahoma, with a focus on American Indian studies.
Tim’s first book “Walking the Choctaw Road” was
selected as Book of the Year in both Oklahoma
and Alaska. His novel “House of Purple Cedar” won
the American Indian Youth Literature Award. www.
timtingle.com

Sneak Peak Video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Az3rPrTFCGA

Sneak Peak Video:

https://www.tonisimmons.com/videos.html

The Road Not Taken
from Festival Artistic Director Jaye McLaughlin
Previously I have informed the membership about the road in planning the Festival throughout the year. We
had hoped for a person-to-person festival in 2022. But we came to December 31st and saw two paths.
The hoped-for road ahead appeared to risk exposure to Covid’s newest version, the Omicron variant – with
high numbers of cases, libraries and community centers closed from illness of staff. We also considered our
TSA members and the majority of years many have reached. And we remembered our 35th Festival, with 35
tellers coming, and the abrupt shut down on Friday night by the mayor of Denton. So many attendees, still on
their way for Saturday programs, had to turn around or detour back home.
So, we took the other road, one of safety for all, one of ease of getting there for many folks far and wide. It
was decided, on the last day of the year, to go virtual. Knowing these bumps along the road, we thought we
could handle them: changing the schedule, getting the volunteers to do the complicated tech work, canceling
many already booked places, and informing every one of the changes. It has been done and the Festival IS ON!
Let me tell you what to expect: All eight of our special tellers are coming. Scary Tales will begin our Festival
on Thursday night, March 10th. We will have many glorious story concerts, a story slam, waking to shared
poetry on Saturday morning, a youth concert, liar’s telling their whoppers, sacred tales, an awards ceremony, a
TSA business meeting and some music. We will have a late-night cowboy poetry session on Saturday and two
workshops: one from Anne Rutherford and the other from Andy Hedge - almost everything we had previously
planned.
Continued ...
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The Road... (continued)

of hands at an especially well told and moving story.
And we won’t feel those hugs from warm bodies and
the special asides with good friends. Also, there will
be no Story Store to stock up on new CDs (but you
can catch folks’ websites and order them yourself.)
Lastly - no Silent Auction. So come back next year.

What we won’t see are some nine other workshops
(some maybe next year). Nor will we see those
special fringe stories. But, if you are a member of
TSA, you may only have to wait until April 2 or May
7 to see those for free (just register). If you are a
general audience person, there may be a fee of $10
for each of those dates. And we won’t get to see
those dear faces (in real life 3D), or hear the other
audience members laugh out loud, or the pounding

We took the road we didn’t want to take. Please
though, it will make all the difference if you do
register and tune in, along with the rest of us, for
the 37th Annual City of Denton Texas Storytelling
Festival!

Festival Logistics
Festival Tickets

Festival
T-Shirts

A weekend pass includes:
• 60 storytellers
• 8 storytelling concerts
• 3 special events (Ghost Tales, Liars Contest, and
Story Slam)
• 2 workshops
• 2 music concerts
• 2 poetry concerts
• 1 youth activity

This year t-shirts are
$20 and need to be
ordered by February 25.
They will be mailed to you.

Festival Sponsors

Please consider being a Festival Sponsor.
Donations are tax deductible. When registering for
the festival, add in your sponsorship level.

Weekend too packed? Folks registered will receive
links for event recordings to view for 30 days after
the event.

•
•
•
•

Festival Registration schedule, teller bios and
registration information can be found at https://
tejasstorytelling.com
To register with a paper form, print Page 6 of this
newsletter and send to the TSA office.

Community $ 30 - $99
Copper $100 - $249
Bronze $250 - $499
Silver - $500 - $ and up

Want to be a part of the 2022
Online Festival?

Full Festival Tickets

We need folks to help on the Tech Team. Please
let us know if you would be willing to help out.
Responsibilities include letting people into the event,
following chat, spotlighting tellers…. We will train
and give you jobs that you will feel comfortable and
confident in doing.

• Early Bird Before and by February 25
• $25 - TSA Members
• $35 - General Public
• Register - After February 25
• $35 - TSA Member
• $45 - General Public
• Covid 19 - Pay What You Can (suggested $10)

Contact us at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com or
940-380-9320.
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Texas Storytelling Festival
March 10-13, 2022
Denton, TX

$35 Individual

Tejas Storytelling Association
PO Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202
940-380-9320 • fax 940-380-9329
tsa@tejasstorytelling.com

TSA Annual Membership: New or Renewal

$60 Family

$75 Organization

(circle one)
$10 Youth (18 or younger)
Total Membership $ ___________

Full Online Festival Tickets
One household per registration fee.
Early Bird Before and by February 25
o $25 - TSA Members
o $35 - General Public
Register - After February 28
o $35 - TSA Member
o $45 - General Public
Covid 19 - Pay What You Can (suggested price $10)

Total Full Festival $ ___________
How many will be attending? (We need this number for our grant reporting) ___________

Festival T-Shirts
Not included in full festival
Order by February 25
Circle size: S M L XL XXL and XXXL
We will mail them to you.

Number of shirts_____ $20 each

$ ___________

Festival Sponsors - Tax deductible donation:
$ ___________
Community $ 30 - $99,
Copper $100 - $249,
How would you like to be listed on the sponsorship page? ______________________
Bronze $250 - $499,
Silver - $500 - $749

How did you hear about the Texas Storytelling Festival? _________________________________________________________________
Name: __________________________________________________
Phone: ____________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________________ State: ____________ Zip: __________________________________
Enclosed is my check for $ ____

made payable to Tejas Storytelling Association

Credit Card: If paying by credit card, please call the office at 940-380-9320.
Send: Tejas Storytelling Association, PO Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202 • Fax: 940-380-9329 • email: tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
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TSA Storytellers Offer Tributes
to Dr. Rosanna Taylor Herndon
Compiled by MaryAnn Blue and Donna Ingham
Rosanna Taylor Herndon (1930-2022) dedicated her book The Line From
Here to There to her Scottish ancestors, who, she said, showed her “how to
work hard, give freely, laugh heartily, and double [her] efforts when times
are tough.”
The many tributes that have come in since her death on January 14,
2022, reinforce examples of those virtues. She certainly was willing and
able to work hard, in particular when it came to supporting storytelling in
general and the Tejas Storytelling Association in particular.
MaryAnn Blue reflects on working with Rosanna
during the early days of TSA:

Barbara McBride-Smith says, “I learned everything
I needed to know about telling personal stories from
Rosanna Herndon. Thirty years ago, I attended a
workshop with Dr. Herndon on family storytelling.
These were her words: ‘In every family, there is
typically one repository in each generation for the
stories about that family. If you are that repository,
you have a responsibility to tell those stories.’ At that
moment, I knew I wanted Rosanna as a friend and a
mentor. Because she was a natural-born teacher and
a generous soul, she agreed to help me just as she
had helped a multitude of students over the years of
her career. Whenever I asked, she offered perceptive
criticism and helpful insights for improving my early
attempts at turning anecdotes into meaningful
stories that would resonate with audiences. She was
blunt, but kind, and she brought out the best in me
… in ALL of us who sat at her feet (even by phone or
email) and learned our craft. I will be forever in her
debt.”

“Rosanna was not simply a founding member of the
Tejas Storytelling Association; she was a hard working
servant leader in the early days of TSA. I remember
many late night meetings and phone calls to organize
events and make sure that we had everything planned
and in order beforehand. She did not hesitate to roll
up her sleeves and do what was necessary to get the
job done and make our event a success.
Rosy encouraged me in my work both as a keynote
speaker at state and national language conferences
and as a workshop presenter on using storytelling as
a primary teaching tool in oral language acquisition
classes. We would discuss pedagogy into the night
when we traveled together working on storytelling
events.
She had a wonderful dry wit and a twinkle in her
eye that gave herself away when she quietly saw the
humor in a situation. She loved a good joke and even
sat through an entire late night spontaneous display
of one-upmanship at the First and Only George West
Storyfest Joke-a-thon. I have no doubt that if she had
chosen to enter, she could have beaten Finley Stewart,
Jay Stailey, James Ford, Tom McDermott, Barbara
McBride-Smith, and me and sent us all home crying.”

And from Tom McDermott: “Rosanna Herndon
was an intellectual and talented force with which
to reckon, especially if you wanted her approval. I
suspect her students at TCU and later at HardinSimmons would agree with me that Dr. Herndon held
the same high expectations for those she taught
and worked with that she held for her own work and
teaching. I say that, quite personally, because she
intimidated the hell out of me when I first became
president of the TSA Board on which she sat! I
suppose it was because of that intimidation that her

That she gave freely of her time and talents is
acknowledged by the many people she mentored,
encouraged, and supported, among them Barbara
McBride-Smith, Tom McDermott, Jay Stailey, and
Barbara Petsel.

Continued...
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dry wit always took me by surprise and subsequently
disarmed my anxiety when around her!

As one who knew her best in Abilene, Gail McMillan
recalls, “I met Dr. Rosanna Herndon when she taught
a six-week night course on Storytelling at Abilene
Christian University – seems like eons ago. I loved
the way her brown eyes sparkled when she talked
about Storytelling. She was the founder of Mesquite
Storytellers of Abilene, and I joined immediately.

I would guess that Rosanna didn’t hand out
compliments to storytellers loosely but did so
judiciously. When she did compliment me on a
story, I took it as high praise! And, honestly, when
she offered feedback (always at my request), I took
it as a kind of Delphic revelation for the direction
my work ought to take. In fact, after hearing me tell
a mash-up story of my family roots in Ireland and
its connection to a traditional tale of a pickpocket,
she laughed out loud and told me later, ‘You should
definitely tell more personal/family stories.’ It
seriously changed the direction of my stories, as well
as the joy I experience in telling them!“

Rosanna was a wonderful mentor, encourager,
teacher and friend. In recent years I was her “driver”
for several occasions and got the benefit of all those
attributes until her poor health began to limit her
abilities. She is so missed.”
We will leave it to Elizabeth Ellis, Tim Tingle, and
Karen Morgan to sum up Rosanna’s legacy: Elizabeth
says, “Once at a meeting long ago, someone referred
to me as ‘the Mother of Storytelling in Texas.’
Rosanna replied, ‘Then I must be “the Grandmother
of Storytelling in Texas.”’ And she was absolutely
right. Like a grandmother she gave us good counsel.
She praised us when we did well and reprimanded us
when we needed it. Like a grandmother, she had high
standards, and we tried hard to live up to them. We
did not want to disappoint. And like a grandmother,
she loved us, and we knew we were loved.”

Jay Stailey says this: “I remember Rosanna’s
presence from the very early days of TSA. She was a
literary voice that Finley [Stewart] loved to introduce
to the newcomers, and for good reason. She was a
great listener and a constant encourager. She was a
gentle force in those early days and helped a lot of
us focus our enthusiasm on developing our skills. I
enjoyed just being in her presence and felt honored
when she gave me feedback.”
On a more personal level, Barbara Petsel recalls,
“Years ago I heard Rosanna tell her wonderful
personal stories at the Tejas festival. A few years
later in the 90’s I got to take a grad course on
storytelling taught by Rosanna. During that week, I,
Sara Sims, Evelyn McLane, and several others had
the wonderful opportunity to learn from Rosanna.
Additionally, I was fortunate to become friends with
Rosanna. During my tough times – such as a house
fire and later my divorce – she sent me encouraging
letters and we had conversations of shared tears
and laughter. She was not only a firm teacher in
storytelling, but also had a compassionate, kind
heart and helped me through some difficult times in
my life. She will be greatly missed.”

Tim Tingle adds, “When I think of Rosanna I am
reminded of something my father said, shortly
after my personal career began. ‘Every place you
go, in every building or auditorium or stage you
step upon, there will be stars—those that attract
the attention, deliver the message, reap the welldeserved applause. But never forget to praise those
who laid the foundation. Those are the workers that
made everything possible. Without them, you have
no place to go.’

Both MaryAnn Blue and Tom McDermott have
already mentioned Rosanna’s quick wit. That and
her ability to laugh heartily no doubt helped her get
through her own tough times, most recently those
regarding health issues.

And Karen Morgan remembers, “Torchbearer, mentor,
pathbreaker, early influencer, leader, champion of
storytelling, Rosanna Herndon was all that and more
for the Tejas Storytelling Association. She graced our
state festival stages and those in the region as well

That was Rosanna. She was a key figure in building
the foundation of the Storytelling World as we know
it today.
Blessings to your memory, Rosanna Herndon.”

Continued...
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as national and international stages. Charter member
of TSA, Rosanna worked hard for us in Denton. Early
on, she brought many of us to Abilene - some of
us for the first time - for a successful storytelling
conference to hear more stories from a greater
diversity of tellers.

articulateness, earning new admirers and piquing
more interest in Texas storytellers.
French novelist and playwright Marguerite Duras,
said, ‘When the past is captured by the imagination,
breath is put back into life.’ Rosanna used her talent
and skills to take her listeners into her own life and
into American history, including that particular
part of history she describes in her book focused
on the Scots in West Texas and the ancestors who
influenced her. Through her stories we sense that the
spirit of the deceased will live on in stories told about
them. We find solace in shared memories.

Rosanna’s actions to benefit storytelling and
storytellers are many. She could have had in mind
what American poet and author, Gwendolyn Brooks,
once said, ‘We are each other’s harvest; we are each
other’s business; we are each other’s magnitude and
bond.’ Rosanna helped us see how deeply connected
we are to one another and how we enrich one
another in deep and enduring ways.

We’ll remember Rosanna for opening her heart
to thread together her stories with ours. She lit the
way forward and helped unite us, I believe more
enduringly than even she could have imagined. What
an honor it is for all of us to have had Rosanna as a
treasured member, friend, mentor, and advocate for
our organization and our artform.

Many of us were fortunate enough to hear
Rosanna’s stories in person. The year Rosanna was
a featured teller in Jonesborough at the National
Storytelling Festival, many of us took great pride in
being in attendance at all of her concerts. Of course,
she told with her typical grace and extraordinary

Stretching a tale just for the fun of it has a long history as a very special kind of
storytelling, and the three certified award-winning liars presenting this workshop
will outline tips for creating and telling some whoppers. Hear how to maintain
believability in the midst of exaggeration, how to introduce characters and
settings, and how to present a lie as if it’s the absolute truth. Panelists include
Donna Ingham, Decee Cornish, and Larry Thompson.

FREE!

Click here to register:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0tc-ygqjsuGtEhgAD0Afnz7oNyJ6YD0byz
A recording will be shared with those pre-registered
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From the TSA President

2021-2022 TSA Governing Board
David Claunch, President
dr.dilly.dally@gmail.com
Dalton Gregory, Treasurer
daltonrgregory@gmail.com
Peggy Helmick-Richardson, Secretary
twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net
Sandra Aguirre-Magana
magana.sandra@sbcglobal.net
Kathy Culmer
khculmer@aol.com
Rick Davis
riverwoodtx3.gmail.com
Elizabeth Ellis
storyellis9@gmail.com
Sue Kuentz
sue.kuentz@gmail.com
Jaye McLaughlin
jayemclaughlin@gmail.com
Betsy Mosier
betsymosier@gmail.com
Hank Roubicek
roubey@aol.com
Brooks Myers
bmyers2@austin.rr.com
Chester Weems
cjweems@cox.net
Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a
non-profit organization dedicated to
fostering the appreciation of storytelling
as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

There I was on Thursday afternoon headed
out of Houston for a long weekend. I was
especially excited because this weekend was
the Texas Storytelling Festival, and the following
week is Spring Break! I have been fortunate
enough to work for a school district that allowed
me to take off the Friday before Spring Break,
even though it is expressly against district
policy. They only wave this policy because it is
the Texas Storytelling Festival. That year was a little different because
of this thing they called COVID-19. At that time, we knew very little
about the virus. The festival committee had done their due diligence,
investigated and complied with recommendations of the CDC as well as
the Denton Health Department. We had hand sanitizer in the registrant
bags, we had volunteers ready to wipe down the entire civic center each night. There were to be sanitizer stations throughout the area. We
exceeded all recommended safeguards and were feeling good about our
Festival. I arrived on that Thursday evening after the largest audience in
history had attended the Ghost Story concert and an amazing festival
clearly appeared to be well underway.
Friday morning started harmlessly enough, even though we were
hearing reports of an NBA game being stopped, and a few other things
… then things started snowballing! We got word that Houston had
canceled their Rodeo, the Southeastern Conference had canceled their
basketball tournament, and our festival phones started ringing and
dinging: storytellers canceling gig after canceled gig after canceled gig.
It seemed like the world was canceling everything.
We felt like our past due diligence, and the fact that we had gotten
our festival underway, would allow our Festival to be OK. But then,
came word of an emergency TSA board meeting. At 11:00 am on Friday
the civic center administration (City of Denton Mayor and Counsel)
informed us they were closing the civic center. The initial word was that
we would have to be closed and completely out by midnight on Friday.
The board gathered and brainstormed possibilities of shifting the rest
of the events to alternate venues. We still had the women’s building and
the library. Oh no, the city has closed the library too!! After the most
heart wrenching board meeting I had ever attended, we realized there
was no choice but to cancel the rest of our festival. Because of Elizabeth
Continued...
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Ellis’ excellent relationship with the civic center folks,
and after she shed tears (more accurately, she wept!)
- and maybe a little begging, they agreed to let us
complete our events on Friday and then loadout
Saturday. Mary Ann Blue and Toni Simmons, our Coartistic directors, shifted into high gear to maximize
the remaining time and the tellers, and to reschedule
our mandatory membership meeting. We made the
best of a horrible situation. It was a very busy Friday
of storytelling and ardent fellowship. No one realized
how valuable and precious those last few moments
together would be.

know at least one person who has died as a result of
this pandemic. One of our board members is a COVID
Long Hauler. One of our members lost both parents
within a few weeks to COVID. With heavy hearts, our
amazing Festival committee did decide to switch to
a virtual format for the Festival of 2022. They made
this decision out of an abundance of caution for the
good of the Association. With the knowledge that
this decision would require that much of their work
would have to be redone, and in a very compressed
timeline.
I am so excited for our 2022 City of Denton Texas
Storytelling Festival. I know it will be wonderful,
special in many ways! Spread the word, let’s make
this festival a huge virtual event!

Well, the festival committee and several
volunteers loaded the festival out on Saturday. I
stayed Saturday night and had breakfast Sunday
with the exhausted Festival Managing Co-directors
Elizabeth Ellis and Kanute Rarey. Then I headed back
to Houston to begin the most bizarre, challenging,
and heartbreaking period of my life. I think most
of you would agree. We as an Association shifted
gears dramatically and entered the world of virtual
storytelling. We learned, and worked our butts off,
and put together two virtual conferences and our
next Festival. Not only did we survive, but we learned
and grew. And finally, we saw the light at the end
of the tunnel – we were going to be back in person
in March of 2022!! My heart was full of love and
excitement.

It is an honor to serve as the President of
The Board of Directors of the Tejas Storytelling
Association.
Thank you for your time,
David H. Claunch
Mobile/text 757-340-8972

Tejas Storytelling Association
Non-Discrimination and Social Justice Policy
The Tejas Storytelling Association is organized
and operates with the purpose of seeking out
and encouraging audiences and storytellers
from diverse backgrounds. We firmly commit
our organization to equality, fairness, safety, and
justice for all. Whenever and wherever we gather,
we commit to providing a safe and inclusive
environment.

Then the Omicron variant surge began. The
Festival committee listened and watched the news
and the CDC recommendations as the plans for
the in-person festival progressed. Now, another
emergency meeting - I was on a Zoom call with
the Festival committee Friday December 31, 2021.
While most Association members were at home
with families watching football and celebrating
with loved ones, the committee again was making
gut-wrenching decisions. They considered the
unknown future of the Omicron surge, the health of
our membership, and the possibility of the city of
Denton shutting things down once again. However,
what weighed heaviest on their hearts were the
stories of loss due to this damn COVID-19! Most of us

We oppose acts of discrimination, harassment,
hate, or violence against groups or persons
based on age, race, ethnicity or nationality, color,
religious belief, gender, sexual orientation or
gender identification, health or physical disability,
and experience. We oppose injustice and
oppression in whatever forms they might take.
We commit our organization to operate in
a way that represents the best practices of
environmental stewardship.
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Three R’s For The New Year
By Elizabeth Ellis

• Rejoin organizations such as Guilds and other
groups such as T.S.A. That will strengthen your
relationship to story. Read newsletters to see
what others are doing. Ideas flow from such
involvement.
• Recommit to your life as a storyteller. Devote
time to it. Get those tales out of mothballs and
get ready to share them again.

REMEMBER—
• Recall the stories you heard as a child. Doesn’t
matter what kind they were—traditional ones
like The Three Little Pigs or Hansel and Gretel, or
family stories about how your grandfather came
to this country and why, or historical stories of
courage and wisdom, or huge tall tales told for
grins. No matter the kind of story, think about
the way you felt when you heard them and how
they impact your life today.
• Recollect tales you have heard as an adult.
Remind yourself of those that have taught you
something or changed the way you view the
world. Can you remember a “laugh out loud”
moment from a story you’ve heard someone
share? How alive did that make you feel?
• Reminisce about the people you have met or
experienced through storytelling.

RISK—
• Remind folks you are still alive and eager to
share your stories with their students/patrons/
clients/members/congregations. It isn’t their job
to remember you. It is your job to remind them.
• Reach out to new opportunities. Stretch
yourself. Remember your comfort zone is a nice
place to visit, but you wouldn’t want to live
there!
• Renounce negative self-talk and belittling
yourself. It is a hard habit to break, but you
can do it if you put your mind to work for you,
instead of against you.
• Rejoice that you are capable of learning and
growing. Show gratitude for your skills and
accomplishments.

RENEW—
• Reconnect with story buddies of all types.
Catch up with their news and share your own.
They have probably been missing you as much
as you’ve been missing them.

When You Are Contacted By The Author...
Well, in my case (and having handled copyright
permission during my tenure in higher education),
I contacted directly the publishing company
requesting permission to adapt stories written by
Sr. Trevino, explaining how I wanted to share some
of the stories at the First International Marrakech
Storytelling Festival held in Morocco. After explaining
my request, the publisher enthusiastically gave
permission (gratis) as long as I credited both Sr.
Trevino and them. And now, the stage was set.

By David Thompson, Central Texas Storytelling Guild
I have recently come across a trilogy of short
stories set in the mythical Texas-Mexico border town
of Arroyo Grande. The author, Sr. Jesus Salvador
Trevino, has written a delightful series of stories set
in this precious place and I tell you, they are ripe for
the telling. Yet, as we all know, you need permission
from the author/publishing company to tell these i.e., unless you change the plot line enough to “make
it your own.” That’s sort of like taking the underlying
theme and transposing it onto your creation.
However, there are times where this just doesn’t
work and you feel stuck. Yeah, you want to share the
story/ies with the world, but at the same time you
don’t want to infringe on copyright. Hmmm...just
what do you do?

The three books, “The Skyscraper that Flew,” “The
Fabulous Sinkhole,” and “Return to Arroyo Grande,”
are such delights. Within these stories you will find
people you know (though definitely by different
Continued...
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names, cultures, and ethnicities). There’s Sra. Lopez
who bakes wedding cakes, Choo Choo Torres, Yoli
Hernandez, and the gang of kids who hang out
together playing baseball and riding their bikes
through town. We all know local mechanics who’ve
been around town for ages and, of course, rival
politicians running for city council. These are some
of the characters in the stories I have adapted for
telling. And all was going grand (and still is).

wants to tell some of the stories AND is delighted
that storytelling is alive and well in Texas. (BTW, he’s
originally from El Paso.).
It is my understanding that International
Storytelling Festival in Marrakech may be going
virtual (CoVID travel regulations for Morocco are
closed) but I do hope to have the chance to tell these
totally wonderful, funny, and touching stories to an
international audience - I mean, after all, how many
times does someone from South Africa or Iran or
Germany and many other countries have the chance
to hear about Texican life, ya’ know?

Now, imagine if you will, checking your voice mail
and hearing the author himself saying that he’d love
to talk with you about the project.
***OMG!! He even left his personal phone number
for me to call - which I did.***

Oh yeah, the stories? The Skyscraper that Flew;
Meteor Shower; The Last of the Mariachi; The BoogieWoogie Wedding Cake; The Fabulous Sinkhole; and
“And then?”

The conversation was warm, humorous, and quite
rewarding. Sr. Trevino is so pleased that someone

Meet Your TSA Board Of Directors’ Members
Sandra Aguirre-Magana

Territory Tellers and has served as Oklahoma State
Liaison to NSN.

Sandra has worked in education
as a bilingual/dual language teacher
for many years and is currently a
Reading Specialist for the El Paso
Independent School District. She fell
in love with applied storytelling while
taking a workshop in 2001 led by the
late Syd Lieberman. She continued performing for
her students and family throughout the years until
deciding to hit the professional storytelling scene
in 2017. Sandra has published three books based on
her storytelling performances. She is also a founding
member of the El Paso Storytelling Guild.

Chester said he was first exposed to storytelling
growing up on a rented farm in northwest
rural Oklahoma at the end of a dirt road where
entertainment was mainly his mother telling stories
of movie stars, professional wrestling and her family,
who they seldom saw. Add to that a magic afternoon
sitting in a neighbors’ milk house listening to a friend
of his grandfather’s telling stories. Then also add
in the 1918 set of “Book of Knowledge” filled with
Aesop’s Fables, which he read by kerosene lamp. He
still owns that set. He has been hooked on stories a
long time, but it was nearly another 50 years before
he actually got up enough nerve to tell a story.

Sandra joined the TSA Board of Directors in June
2021.

From high school he went to Southwestern
State College, then to the University of Oklahoma
for a master’s degree in Geography with a minor
in City Planning. After graduating, he taught at
Southwestern for a year, filling in for a professor on
leave. That position also included running a small
cable television studio in the education department.
He then moved on to a job in a public school
district for 13 years, including work in Audio-Visual,
running lights and sound for the auditorium, library
supervision and ended as Assistant Superintendent.

Chester Weems

Chester is a retired educator and
Oklahoma storyteller who likes all
stories, but especially real stories (his
own and others), encouraging others
to pass down their family stories,
and over 20 years of taking pictures of storytellers
in action. Finishing a three-year term as a board
member of Tejas, he also is president of Oklahoma’s

Continued...
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It also included the frightening job of supervising
school transportation (45 bus routes). He worked for
three years for a commercial developer where he got
experience in Condo development, running a weekly
newspaper, mini storage, an executive office building,
some strip retail centers, and trying to develop an
industrial park. Then the next 18 years as Director of
State and Federal Programs in a larger school district
with responsibilities for 20+ projects a year including
grant administration, starting an Indian Education
program, running a print shop, supervising an English
as Second Language program, and working with
promoting library services in 25 schools. Retiring
in 2006 he spent the next six years working as a
consultant in a firm specializing in providing grant
services to smaller schools across the state

keynoter for the Canadian Festival Gathering, has
performed at The Exchange Place at the National
Storytelling Festival, and has appeared on several
occasions at the Texas Festival.
Kathy is the author of “Bid Wheel Cookies: Two for
a Penny,” published in The Rolling Stone and Other
Read Aloud Stories and “Feasts-a-Plenty”, a story for
Kwanzaa, published in Holiday Stories: All Year Round.
She is the editor of a collection of personal narratives
entitled, Yes, Jesus Loves Me: 31 Love Stories, as well
as the author of a number of published meditations.
She is the author of the story series: “Moving
Forward in Truth: The African American Experience in
the Episcopal Diocese of Texas.
Kathy Culmer is a native of Griffin, Georgia (40
miles south of Atlanta) and has lived in Houston since
moving to Texas with her husband and family 25
years ago. She and husband, John, are proud parents
of three adult daughters and three grandchildren.
She has served on the TSA Board since January 2021
and is currently the Board’s Guild Liaison.

Somewhere in that journey he heard about
Territory Tellers in Oklahoma, which led to
Wintertales in OKC. At a workshop at Wintertales
with Carmen Deedy he told his first story (“The
Green Shag Carpet”) as an exercise, and she said
she liked it. That hooked him even more. Wintertales
exposed him to some quality tellers, including a teller
from Texas who said at the beginning of her bit “cell
phones going off during the program will be collected
and distributed to the homeless.” That was the
introduction to Elizabeth Ellis. Bingo!

Brooks Myers

Brooks Myers developed a love for
storytelling after hearing Elizabeth
Ellis and Gayle Ross tell stories at
a church in Kansas City, MO. After
attending the 9th and 10th annual
national storytelling festival in
Jonesborough, TN, he became
a committed fan. Brooks told stories at retreats
and conferences in his role as the national youth
services director for an association of churches
headquartered in MO. A fifth generation Texan,
Brooks moved back to Austin in 1984 and worked in
Texas State government for 34 years as a strategic
planner, Unemployment Insurance program director,
call center director, and Information Technology
governance specialist before retiring and joining
the TSA Board. He serves as the chair of the Bylaws
and Procedures Committee and Co-leader of the
Technology Team. Brooks loves to ski, travel, and
run the zoom tech for Elizabeth’s monthly zoom
concerts.

Chester says “I have enjoyed coming to Tejas
storytelling events for several years and it has been a
real privilege to have served on the Board. There are
some really good people here and across the state
in various guilds. I feel honored to be part of such a
good organization.”

Kathy Culmer

Kathy is a graduate of Spelman
College, the University of South
Florida, and United Theological
Seminary. She is a writer, storyteller,
teacher and Christian educator.
As a storyteller, she has shared
folktales, historical tales, faith
stories and original stories for more than 25 years...
in other words, she has been a storyteller for a long
time. In 2008, she was part of a biblical storytelling
mission trip to The Gambia in West Africa. She
has been featured storyteller for the Network of
Biblical Storyteller’s International Festival Gathering,
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TSA Youth Storytelling Roundup Concert
Saturday, March 12 • 2:00 – 3:15PM
It is always such a pleasure to hear our Texas Youth
share their storytelling talents with our fantastic
audience of listeners, and this year is no exception.
The silver lining of the Covid-19 Pandemic is allowing
our youth storytellers from all over Texas to “Zoom”
in and share their various tales that cross many
genres – folktales, fairy tales, tall tales, myths,
legends, and personal tales. These kids appreciate
your attendance and positive comments made in the
Zoom chats, so I highly encourage you to sign up for
our Fabulous 2022 Storytelling Festival at:

And put us on your calendar. We’ll have tellers
from the “Tell Me A Story” Youth Club/Heart of Texas
Storytelling Guild and The Zula B. Wylie Youth Tellers
among others. If you know of other youth who have
been working on stories, please let Sue Kuentz know,
and she’ll get in contact with them pronto. Her email
is: sue.kuentz@gmail.com.
“Never Apologize for being Too Much, Too
Passionate, Too Strange, Too Curious. Because no,
you’re not normal, and That’s a Blessing”
–– Alexis Rakun

https://tejasstorytelling.com/
annual-festival/2022-festival/

Guild News

From L’il D (Denton Guild)

There has not been a decision of what, when or
where our first quarter concert will be in 2022, but
it will be on our Facebook page when we decide, so
check us out!

Just in case you are wondering whatever
happened to the L’il D Guild, know that it is alive and
kicking. L’il D started meeting in September and have
met each month since. Each meeting there are about
4-5 or 6 people, often with a few more joining in. We
meet, in person, on the 3rd Thursday of each month
from 6:30-8:30 pm at the Emily Fowler Library in
Denton. Our next meeting will be St. Patrick’s Day
and we can’t wait to see all the Green that shows up!

San Antonio Storytellers
Association
SASA celebrated 30 years!

Meeting the first Wednesday of each month
for Story Night - virtually on Zoom - and
everyone’s always invited. See our website (www.
sanantoniostorytellers.org) and Facebook Page (San
Antonio Storytellers).

Jaye McLaughlin, L’il D Convener

The Tarrant Area Guild of
Storytellers

SASA celebrated its 30th Anniversary with a Ghost
Concert, Saturday, October 30th at San Antonio’s
Confluence Park. This park is beautifully sculpted
with the earth in mind. Texas grasses, flowers, and
trees as they once were, hundreds of years ago, again
thrive in this confluence of the San Antonio River at
the San Pedro Park - a free, live, outdoor event open
to everyone.

Under the leadership of Dale Schultz, TAGS has
been holding a concert each quarter of the year,
beginning June of 2021. We like this idea and will
be doing it into 2022. Our last, was on November
20th - for Tellabration. That concert, “Look to the
Sky”, was held outside under a full moon. About 30
folks attended; they listened to star, sun, moon, and
hope stories. We also heard a story by our youngest
member, about the solar system and space, one of
her favorite subjects! The refreshment served was
moon pies!

Sue Kuentz, SASA president sue.kuentz@gmail.com
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The Dallas Storytelling Guild

Houston Storytellers Guild

The Dallas Storytelling Guild continues to meet
via Zoom at 7 p.m. the second Wednesday of every
month. Participants do not need to be members to
attend or tell. If you would like to be added to the
contact list for the meeting link each month, email
Peggy at twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net.

The Houston Storytellers Guild meets the 4th
Tuesday of each month via zoom. This virtual mode
has allowed all to stay safe and to build membership
with storytellers from across the country. When
visiting the website, click on Radio Program of the
menu, then scroll to the list of programs. They will
forever remain embedded in your mind and heart.
Enjoy!

The Dallas Storytelling Guild meeting information
is provided on their website www.dallasstorytelling.
org.

Website Info: www.houstonstorytellers.org
*Go to website & sign up for the monthly
newsletter and the Zoom link for meetings / events.

The Heart of Texas Storytelling
Guild

Facebook: Houston Storytellers Guild, https://
www.facebook.com/groups/houstonstorytellers/

Come and join a unique experience! www.
hotstorytellingguild.org

Regular events: So, What’s Your Story? Radio
show on KPFT-Pacifica: Each Thursday, 5–6pm PM
on 90.1FM KPFT. Pacifica Radio. *Archived issues on
website or the KPFT page.

Facebook: Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild. 254717-1763 for more information.
Vivian Rutherford, President

Hank Roubicek, President

The Mesquite Storytellers of
Abilene

Mesquite Storytellers have enjoyed meeting
together in person for a few months. Our meeting
place has been “re-purposed”, so we are meeting
in the Board Room on the second floor of the Main
Library, N. 2nd and Cedar the 3rd Tuesday of each
month at 7 o’clock. Come see us. We have room for
you!

National Storytelling Network
National Storytelling Network is a national and international group of storytellers that share a lot of
information about storytelling. Check out the website, it is full of information (https://storynet.org).
Become a member and get member discounts at upcoming events. First - Earth-Up: Eco-justice, Action
& Hope, coming April 8-10. Last year’s Earth-Up was a delight to me as I traveled to China and Wales
for a showcase and a workshop as well as hearing stories from the world over. The second – a summer
conference (July 27-31, 2022), with the theme, “Creating Tomorrow.” Storytellers will gather to see how
storytelling can be a part of solutions for today’s concerns.
Please look, join, or to renew your membership. We can always use a little help in reaching out to past
members, as there are 30+ Texas addresses on the membership list. If interested, please contact Jaye
McLaughlin to review membership information and discuss how we can share this load!
Submitted by Jaye McLaughlin, Texas Liaison to NSN
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MEMBERSHIP

Free Advertising for
Your Storytelling Event

If you are not a member, come and join our
storytelling family and friends in our region. We can
spread the tradition and the power of storytelling. All
are welcome; every member is important, whether
story listener, storyteller, or story lover.
Even if you took some time off or have been a
member in the past, we would love have you back!
Membership Categories: (Yearly)
Individual: ........................................$35
Family: ..............................................$60
Organization: .................................. $75
Youth (age 18 and younger):........$10
»» CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application
found on our website under the Membership
tab and mail with your check or credit card
information to TSA, P.O. Box 2806, Denton, TX
76202.
»» PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940380-9320. We will return your call, answer
your questions, and record your credit card
information for billing.
»» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/
Membership

Submit your event on our webpage for all to see!
Did you know that you could list your Affiliate
Guild events on the Tejas Storytelling Association’s
website yourself?
Simply go to http://www.tejasstorytelling.com
and click on Submit Event Listing under the Event
Calendar tab in the top menu.
If you submit early enough, it will go into our next
newsletter. This is just one of the services offered
by the Tejas Storytelling Association.
https://tejasstorytelling.com/events

DONATIONS

We need your support in our mission of
storytelling. Please send your tax deductible
donation in support of storytelling and our mission
in this region. Thank you!
CHECK: Mail your donation check to TSA, P.O.
Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202.
ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations

Don’t miss any of the Facebook and Twitter
posts highlighting storytellers, concerts and
activities at the Tejas Storytelling Association.

TSA’s mission is to foster an appreciation of
storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool. Our members are a vital
part in making this mission succeed. We need you!

P.O.Box 2806
Denton, TX 76202

Like us! Become a friend! Share the posts!
Spread the love!
www.facebook.com/tejasstorytelling
https://twitter.com/tejastales

The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter
published by the Tejas Storytelling
Association.

Tejas Teller submission deadline is the last
Friday of the month of each calendar quarter
end: March, June, September, and December.

Rick Davis, editor
Karen Wollscheid, production

General news items can be sent to the editor
at riverwoodtx3@gmail.com

Jaye McLaughlin, NSN news coordinator.
Contributors: David Claunch, Elizabeth Ellis,
Donna Ingham, Sue Kuentz, Jaye McLaughlin,
Mary Ann Blue, David Thompson, and Kim
Lehman.

Currently the Tejas Teller is being distributed
electronically to email addresses stored with
TSA membership records. If you would like a
printed copy of the newsletter, please notify
the TSA Office at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com.
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