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Highlights from the 37th Annual
City of Denton
Texas Storytelling Festival
The Tejas Storytelling Association
wishes to give a special thanks to:

Platinum Level Festival
sponsors (gifts of $1,000 or
greater):
J R & Traphene Hickman - given
with love in honor of Dr. Rosanna
Herndon, National Endowment for
the Arts, Mid-America Arts Alliance,
Texas Commission on the Arts, The
City of Denton, and the Denton Benefit
League.

Other corporate or organizations
who gave generously:
Access Bank, DATCU Credit Union,
East Texas Storytelling Guild, Rural
Oklahoma Museum of Poetry (Poetry
Crossing Romp), Zula B. Wylie Public
Library, Point Bank, Moutain Area
Storytellers, and Yo Cuento Cuentos,
LLC.

In Kind Sponsors:
City of Denton Parks and Recreation
Department, Emily Fowler Library, Tejas
Storytelling Association Volunteers,
and the Tejas Association Board
Members.

Tejas Storytelling Association Awards

Presented Sunday evening (virtually), with acceptance
speeches recorded earlier.

The John Henry Faulk Award
Awarded annually by the Tejas Storytelling Association to an
individual who has made a significant contribution to the art of
storytelling. This is the most prestigious award given in the name
of storytelling in our region of the country.
Presented to Tim Couch of Dallas, a long-time TSA member
After transitioning from an attorney to a middle
school religion teacher, Tim discovered the power
of storytelling in the classroom and began seeking
ways to strengthen his skills. As a result, he became
involved with the Dallas Storytelling Guild and the
Tejas Storytelling Association – for both, he served
countless years. He stepped into the role of TSA President soon
after joining the board, his service and guidance steered this
organization through significant transitions to keep TSA fully
functional and healthy as a non-profit entity.
Tim has enthralled audiences of all ages with his personal
stories, classic tales, and downright chilling ghost tales. He made
a huge difference in his countless students’ lives by educating
them through the stories he told at the Episcopal School of
Dallas. Accumulating a highly impressive body of work, he has
used his many years as an attorney, teacher and storyteller to be
a defender of free speech and social justice that would make the
namesake of this award proud.
Continued ...
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The Marvin Brown
Volunteer Service Award

Martha Lenn Nelson
Special Services Award

Marvin Brown spent hours serving in the TSA
office, volunteering his time with storytelling events
across the state of Texas, as well as helping future
Youth Tellers as coach and supporter. He is the
epitome of volunteer service.

Recognizing above-and-beyond special service to
TSA and to the storytelling community - Although
not given every year, it is the rare person who
demonstrates the level of dedication required to
spend considerable time contributing leadership and
organizational expertise to TSA and storytelling.

Presented to Larry Thompson of Seguin, Texas
Presented to Brooks Myers of Austin

Larry has served as President of
TSA two consecutive terms, along
with a multi-year service on the
board prior to being president. He
brought TSA into the technical age
introducing the software program
“wild apricot” to the administration, keeping track
of membership management and many other
contributions. Larry edited the TSA Teller Newsletter
for a number of years and is also involved in two
different storytelling guilds: The San Antonio
Storytelling Association, for which he has served as
president, and the Bluebonnet Storytellers of New
Braunfels.

Brooks’ volunteerism has served
our storytelling community well
and his dedication to bettering our
TSA mission has proved invaluable.
His solid, thoughtful approach to
addressing issues for the betterment
of TSA has provided guidance as we moved forward.
Through a major review and rewriting of the TSA
By-Laws and procedures to benefit members and
the organization, to providing critical skills to guide
our technical teams and abilities in the virtual world,
his extraordinary talents were integral in guiding
TSA’s management of information storage/access
to update and archive data which has delivered this
organization into the 21st century.

Long a key volunteer for the George West
Storyfest, he organized the Ghost Stories Concert for
approximately seven years, serving as emcee for the
concerts. Larry is not only a marvelous storyteller
but also an asset to the storytelling world because
of his willingness to serve and setting an example
that encourages others to do so – the mark of a true
volunteer.

Brooks currently serves as the Chairperson of
both the Policy & Procedures, and the Technology
Committee on the TSA Board of Directors. His
leadership shines through the many changes TSA
also had to make throughout this pandemic, to build
our organization and keep it strong - so stories can
be told.

TSA wishes to also offer our gratitude to our beloved members and individuals opening their hearts in
sponsorship to the Festival:
Silver Level sponsors - David Claunch, Ganie Hammel, Michael Marquis.
Bronze Level sponsors – Betsy Mosier, Connie Neil and Barbara Fisher, Granville and Reba Ott in honor of
Rosanna Herndon, J.B. and Judy Keith, Kay Champagne, Richard Nash, and Valerie Kimble, Storyteller.
Copper Level sponsors – Charles and Judy Alton, Cindy Boatfield, Elizabeth Ellis, Jiaan Powers, Kathy
Mitchell, Kevin Cogan, Paul Shelton, Reba and Granville Ott, Rick Davis, Sally and Keith Jodan, Sheila Starks
Phillips, Stephanie Compton, Timothy B. Couch, Toni Simmons, and Rick Vice, Storyteller.
Community Level sponsors – Ann Coleman, Barb and Marvin Petsel, Bernadette Nason, Brooks Myers,
Carlela Vogel, Carol Kirk, Connie Pottle, Daniel P. Jones, Donna and Jerry Ingham, Gail McMillan, Leslie & Jane
Buie, Linda Stevens, Mark Davis, Maryann Clarke, Melina and Antony Baker, Melvin and Doris Bilich, Michael
Brundy, Minetta Smith, Myrna Gorchoff, Pam Pipkin, Peggy Capps, Rebecca Hom, Sara Armstrong, Sarah
Bates, Scott and Deborah Wilder, and the Thompson Family.
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Reflections from Festival Artistic Director Jaye Mclaughlin
There are winners to announce:

That long road we all traveled has come to
journey’s end. It is completed, and an amazing
finish it was. The 37th Annual City of Denton Texas
Storytelling Festival is now in the history books.
Featured tellers, Anne Rutherford and Andy Hedges
left us with songs singing in our hearts and stories
with laughter and amazement. The 6 featured tellers
from Texas: Carolina Quiroga (now from Georgia),
DeCee Cornish, Donna Ingham, Eldrena Douma, Tim
Tingle and Toni Simmons, scared us, educated us, and
delighted us with their creativity. Well Done, Friends!!

The first-place winner of
the Story Slam, held on Friday
afternoon, is Rosie Best-Cutrer of
Wichita, Kansas. And for the first
time, received a $100 check and a
large, mounted Quill for her effort!

For the Liar’s Contest,
Bernadette Nason took home $100
for first place. Kevin Cogan took
home $50 for second place and
Dean Keith took home $35 for third.
Our judges all enjoyed the lies and wondered if they
should be Tall Tales!

Introduced this year for the first time in recent
memory, was a Poetry concert. We met some of TSA’s
members not heard from often, because they write
poetry - not the usual stories. And they knocked us
right off our chairs and inspired many to try express
themselves through poems. Many thanks to each of
them for this “first ever” delight.

Yes, my journey as Artistic Director is over, and a
new Journey has started for Vivian Rutherford who
will be the Artistic Director of the 38th Annual City of
Denton Texas Storytelling Festival. She has started
off well by inviting Irish Storytelling and Songster,
Colin Urwin to perform. And we will also enjoy Sheila
Arnold, from Virginia, who helped to start Artists
Standing Strong Together at the beginning of the
pandemic. Joe Hayes, who comes to us from our
neighboring state of New Mexico will be featured.
And, add two Texans; Bernadette Nason and
Elizabeth Ellis! We will have another adventurous year
and let’s all hope that we will be seeing these folks
face-to-face in Denton!!

We heard from new tellers and old.
David Brock, who helped last year
with zoom, told his story, “The Boy
Who Wanted the Willies” at the Scary
Stories Concert and made me laugh
out loud at the ending.
Some long-time TSA members also took the
stage: Traphene Hickman delighted us with a Pecos
Bill and his dog story. It included a Bowie Knife too.
Reba Ott, Leslie Buie, and Pam Pipkin told us some
family stories and Dalton Gregory gave us a history of
Quakertown Park, right here in Denton.

A very special thank you to:
Janet Bickle-Burton - Managing Logistic Director,
Dean Keith - Technology Specialist, Elizabeth Ellis –
Financial Manager for the Festival, and Kim Lehman
– Marketing Director.

OK, I had so much fun that I just want to tell you
everything, but many of you saw the whole thing,
or went back and looked at everything when the
recordings were announced as ready to see on March
22. And maybe you still can, ‘cause they are available
till April 22!
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Do Remember!

Continuing free virtual Fringe Storytelling event - as part of the Festival.
The Zoom link will be forwarded via email to all Festival registrants.

Saturday, May 7 – 2:00pm Central Time

Spooklight

THE STORIES AND THE TELLERS

This personal story introduces legend, a personal family experience connection, and more.
Dianne Fallis is a storyteller in northeast Oklahoma. She tells ghost tales, as well as stories
about Laura Ingalls Wilder, legends, lawmenand outlaws. She is a member of Territory Tellers,
NSN, and Tejas Storytelling Association. https://greencountrystoryteller.com

Kindred Spirits

The performance will consist of one song, ‘Kindred Spirits’, telling the story of the amazing
act of humanity displayed by the Choctaw Native American people when they donated $176
to Irish Famine Relief Fund in 1847, and two stories, “The Madman’s Window”, a traditionallythemed Selkie story and “The Golden Hare”, another tradtionally-themed story about a Wise
Woman who has thepower to shapeshift.

Colin Urwin is an Irish singer-songwriter and storyteller, performing gigs and festivals throughout the UK and
Ireland. In March 2021 he released his first album of songs, “A Kind of Love Song”. Colin also has two story
albums – The Madman’s Window and The Swan Maiden. https://www.colinurwin.com

“S” is for SPRING CLEANING
Instruments or
noisemakers? Props for
storytelling can take
many forms. I have
an entire collection of
boxes: African carved,
Japanese lacquer,
Currier and Ives, old
cigar boxes, hat boxes,
too. Mostly I use them
when I tell in facilities
for seniors. It gives them something physical to
focus their attention on. I tell them the stories
are in the box. I open the lid and begin telling. It
is a bit of business that I have found to be both
useful and entertaining.

By Elizabeth Ellis

This is the time of year when folks open
their windows to air out stuffy rooms, sweep
the cobwebs out of the corners and move the
furniture for a deep clean. It’s a time-honored
tradition. It’s a great idea for your storytelling as
well.
Whether you are a newbie teller or a
professional with years of experience, some
spring housecleaning can be helpful and
surprisingly productive.

Props

Do you use any puppets in your storytelling?
How about flannel board figures, or crankies?

Continued...
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No matter what kind of props you use, get
them out and inspect them. Do you still use
them? If not, would someone else benefit from
them? Maybe your taste in stories has changed,
or you are tired of a story you told a lot in the
past. Do they need cleaning? Do they need
repair? If so, what will you need to do a good job?
Order it and get busy. If you aren’t capable of
doing the repair, how can you make that happen?

that you bought a while ago, you may be hanging
on to them even though you don’t use them
anymore. Get rid of them. Create some space in
your life for the things you are using and do need.
Also, what you bought earlier may be heavy
and hard to lug around. Newer developments in
equipment have made them lighter and easier
to manage. That’s a real consideration when
your knees begin to go out or your back starts to
complain.

Or is it too fragile, or worn to be of service any
longer? Is this the tragic moment when you are
(gasp!) going to have to scrap it altogether?

Don’t let yourself get overwhelmed by all of
this. Think about what you need to include in
your “spring cleaning”. That will be different
for every teller. Pick out one area to focus on
at a time. Get a pad of paper and a pen. As you
go through things, make “a to do list”. You’re
gonna feel good as you check off what you’ve
accomplished.

Costumes

I don’t use many of them, but I will admit to
having a Mrs. Santa suit and a cowgirl outfit
that I have worn on occasion over the years.
Whatever you have, go through every piece of it.
Look for tears or rips, missing buttons, trim held
on with safety pins. Refurbish as needed.

It is likely that you will uncover some story
ideas you hadn’t thought of in a long time. Or
maybe you’ll think of some new ways to use
things you already have.

What needs to go to the cleaners? Remember,
the pandemic was pretty hard on dry cleaners
as well. Take all the items out into the sunshine.
Give them a good airing so they won’t smell like
they have spent years in the back of your closet,
even though they may have.

Getting out all the things you use as a teller
and going through them is quite worthwhile. It
makes you feel more confident if all your things
are looking great and are in good working order.
It also keeps you from running through the house
screaming right before you leave to tell stories
because something is missing or not working.
Your stress level is high enough about telling, you
don’t want to add to it by trying to find the right
kind of batteries on your way out the door when
you are running late already.

Equipment

Take a hard look at all your electronics.
They too could use a good cleaning. How are
those cables looking? Don’t forget to put in
new batteries. Get everything ready for future
engagements.

“S” is for Storytelling.
“S” is also for Spring Cleaning.

Boy Howdy! This is an area where we are likely
to hang on to things long after they have outlived
their usefulness. “But”, I hear you saying, “I paid
good money for that!” Sure, you did…just try to
remember who was President way back when
you bought it. Hanging onto things because you
paid a bunch of money for them actually has a
name. It’s called “a prior investment trap”. Maybe
it will make you feel better to know that so many
people do it, that it actually has a name.
If you have microphones or sound systems
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Kendall County’s
Liar’s Contest

Territory Tellers

Held on Thursday, April 14th in Boerne, Texas, the
contest was open to storytellers within the state.
Order of storytelling was determined by a drawing on
the day of the event. A panel of six judges scored the
contestants.

Spirit of Oklahoma
Storytelling
Festival
June 3-4, 2022
For Details:

http://www.territorytellers.com

Some of the Best Liars in the State of Texas: Lorene Stilwell,
Bernadette Nason, Donna Ingham, Gary Whitaker, Larry
Thompson and Robert “Jobby” Johnson

Earth Up
Virtual Storytelling Event
https://storynet.org/earth-up/

The National Storytelling Network brought
together a virtual international group of artists,
scientists, teachers, students, and activists to
explore the use of story in addressing the climate
crisis and issues of environmental justice. The event
was held virtually on April 8-10. Often when facts
do not succeed, stories can align the listener with a
human experience and allow for new understandings.

The First Place Winner: Donna Ingham
Second Place - Bernadette Nason
Third Place to “newcomer” (to this contest) - Gary Whitaker

The Liar’s Contest was held during the Boerne
Library’s 70th Anniversary. Cash prizes awarded to
the top three tellers: 1st place - $150.00, 2nd place $100.00, 3rd place - $75.00. A perpetual plaque for
“The Biggest Liar in Kendall County” is maintained
at the Patrick Heath Public Library, with the winner
added each year. For more information, contact
Caren Creech, 451 N. Main St., Boerne, TX 78006.
(830) 249-3053 or creech@boernelibrary.org

National Storytelling Network is a national and
international group of storytellers that share a lot
of information about storytelling. Check out the
website, it is full of information: https://storynet.org
Summer conference (July 27-31, 2022), “Creating
Tomorrow.” Storytellers will gather to see how
storytelling can be a part of solutions for today’s
concerns.
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Meet Members of TSA’s Board Of Directors
Sue Kuentz

With that type of enthusiasm, I continued with youth
storytelling clubs in my schools for 28 years.

Six years of speech therapy
to correct my stuttering
and vowel/consonant mixups and travelling around
the world as a military
brat set me on the road to
storytelling. I was literally
taught and encouraged to
listen and share from the age
of three. Living in Germany, Turkey, Japan, Hawaii and
finally landing in San Antonio, TX certainly gave me a
lifetime of memories with stories to be told.

My two boys, Philip and Chase were my biggest fans,
but I was theirs also. Storytelling definitely rubbed off
on both my boys and my husband. We’re big campers
and where there’s a campfire, there’s stories!
I retired from the public-school library in 2013 and
continue my love for storytelling to all audiences. The
San Antonio Storytellers Association keeps me busy
as the President and supporting the Storytelling
Roundtable at the Texas Library Association’s
Conferences each year ensures the educators
know the importance of stories in the schools and
empowering each child to share their stories. It’s
my pleasure and honor to serve on our TSA Board
as the Youth Storytelling Team Chair. I served a
while back as the recording secretary on the board
when Larry Thompson and then Richard Nash were
the president, so it’s been fun taking on different
responsibilities. The hard work and collaboration of
all our board members is exhilarating. It certainly
takes a village.

After graduating from the University of Houston
with a B.S. in Education and a kindergarten
endorsement, my teaching career began with telling
stories, reading stories and singing songs and finger
plays with kinder students for about 9 years. It was
the late 80’s when storyteller Finley Stewart visited
my elementary school. I was mesmerized by Finley’s
stories and changed forever! I met Mary Grace
Ketner and the San Antonio Storytellers Association
and found new friends for life. I received my
Master’s Degree in Education with a Library Science
Certification from Our Lady of the Lake University
in San Antonio and applied the art of reading and
storytelling in my new libraries. It was wonderful
to invite not only authors and illustrators but also
professional storytellers to share their tales with
all of our kids. Folks like Eric Kimmel, Elizabeth Ellis,
Tim Tingle, Doc Moore, DeCee Cornish, Mary Grace
Ketner, Fran Stallings, Tom McDermott, Angela Shelf
Medearis, Larry Thompson, John Erickson and more. I
learned by listening and practicing folktales and fairy
tales. I then moved onto personal tales and telling
not only to young audiences but family and adult
audiences.

Fast fun facts you may not know about me:
• I’m addicted to growing plumeria trees
(Frangipani – those flowers on Hawaiian leis). I
grow many from seeds but also from cuttings. I
have over 100- yikes!
• I enjoy playing my flute in a community band.
My husband is the band director. We met in our
high school band where his dad was our band
director. Oh, the stories I could tell!
• I’m so right brained that I figured being an
organized librarian would help me become more
whole brained. Hmmmm, the jury is out on that.
• I’m getting ready to be a grandparent for the
first time in August of 2022!
• One of my storytelling students and I taught a 6-week
storytelling camp for 3 summers at the San Antonio
Lighthouse for the Blind – so much fun!
• Recipient of the Tejas Storytelling Association’s
Colson-Herndon Storytelling in Education Award 2016
• I’m on the Texas Commission on the Arts
Touring Roster (TCA pays up to ½ my storytelling
fees).
Continued...

The Tejas Storytelling Association was always
there to support me from the very beginning. I was
in my early 30’s when I brought members of my
youth storytelling club to participate in my Youth
Storytelling workshops during our festivals and
summer conferences. Karen Morgan, Elizabeth Ellis
and Marvin Brown always encouraged our youth
tellers to participate in storytelling on the state level.
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Peggy Helmick-Richardson

Jaye has been a member of the Tarrant Area Guild
of Storytellers since 1989. And has facilitated the L’il
D guild in meeting since September 2021. She was
lucky enough to attend the very first storytelling
festival in 1986, with a whole lot of other children’s
librarians from the Fort Worth Public Library. She
was bitten by that storytelling bug and has attended
parts of almost all the festivals since then. After
her retirement she served on the Tejas Storytelling
Association Board for 6 years. And she is back
again for another term. Jaye has attended many
of the National Storytelling Network’s Summer
Conferences, one time presenting a program from
Fort Worth Library along with Shelby Smith. Fred
Peters and Jaye received a research grant from NSN
and traveled to Washington D.C and New York City,
following the path of two young Oklahomans who
took that trip via horseback at the ages of 6 and 10
years old. Those Abernathy boys’ research takes up
4 shelves in Jaye’s bookcases. She now serves as the
Texas Liaison to the South Central Regional Director,
Trudy Hanson, NSN Board member.

On the TSA board since
2018 and currently serving as
its secretary, Peggy HelmickRichardson is recipient of
both the Marvin Brown
Volunteer Service Award
(2003) and the John Henry
Faulk Award (2016). Peggy
has served as a volunteer
storyteller, editor, and writer
for the Tejas Teller and, for the Festival, as publicity
and marketing manager, as assistant to her sitemanager husband Gene, and as producer/emcee
for the Sacred Tales concert. Taking the storytelling
stage in 1999 as Twice Upon a Time Storytellers,
Peggy and Gene apprenticed under Elizabeth Ellis.
The two have since told in diverse environments,
including schools, festivals, prisons, and drug
treatment centers. They also contributed a chapter
to Engaging Community Through Storytelling by
Sherry Norfolk and Jane Stenson. After working
30 years as a freelance feature story writer, Peggy
joined Gene at Dallas Heritage Village at Old City Park
in 2017 where they share tales of early Dallas with
museum visitors. Two of her favorite responsibilities
there are leading guests on Victorian Spectre
Tours through the museum’s purportedly haunted
buildings and demonstrating fiber arts like spinning
and rug hooking.

With the retirement of the original Tipi Tellers,
Shelby Smith and the Tsagoi in 2013, Jaye along with
Fred Peters and DeCee Cornish carry on its business
as, a non-profit business whose mission is to carry
stories of the earth, history and diversity to those
that want to hear them. Covid 19 has not been
helpful nor sustainable to this non-profit business
who continue to offer storytelling in a canvas cocoon
of a tipi following ancient traditions of teaching,
healing and entertainment with an added emphasis
on Respect, Relevance and Reverence for all life.

Jaye McLaughlin

Story has led Jaye’s life to many places, has
enriched her life in many ways, and has led her to
gather many books with stories in them and books
awaiting stories to be made from them.

Jaye Ramsey McLaughlin is
one of the four founding Tipi
Teller members who began
storytelling in 1997. She
served as a children’s librarian
(1983 - 1990) and Youth
Manager (1990 - 2005) at the
Fort Worth Public Library.
Jaye is retired and spends
her time quilting, traveling
and volunteering with Tejas
Storytelling Association. She most recently served 2
years as the artistic director for the City of Denton
Texas Storytelling Festival.

She is also happy to spend time with her family,
of 3 daughters, 2 sons in law, 4 grandchildren and 3
grand dogs. Her move to Denton in August of 2020
has made family gatherings happen much more
regularly as two of her daughters live here with their
families.

Continued...
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Elizabeth Ellis

though a grant to tell stories in the elementary
schools in Denton. They were Finley Stewart and
James Howard - both worked to start the Texas
Storytelling Festival at that time.

Elizabeth Ellis is that most
dangerous of creatures:
a great grandmother. She
believes that no effort made
on behalf of children is ever
wasted. And perhaps is never
enough.

Dalton was a principal in Denton for 27 years and
told stories to his students and in other schools. He
found storytelling to be a great asset as he guided
five-day backpacking trips for teens in Colorado.
He also discovered how storytelling could not only
tame but mesmerize 12 active first grade boys in his
Sunday school class.

She came to Texas more
than fifty years ago to work
for the Dallas Public Library. Ten years as a Children’s
Librarian and a Community Services Librarian was a
good foundation for becoming a full-time storyteller.
First with Gayle Ross as the Twelve Moon Storytellers,
later as a solo spoken word artist, Elizabeth has
crisscrossed America sharing her stories.

In 2001 Dalton opened a new elementary school
in Denton and attended a district wide workshop
with his fourth-grade teachers on how to teach
writing. Neither he nor his teachers liked the formula
approach being promoted. He explained that
the only way they could deviate from the district
curriculum was to come up with something much
better and would also produce scores on the state
tests that would keep his bosses happy. The unique
program that they developed relied heavily on
strategies promoted by master storytellers such as
Donald Davis. Kids and parents loved the process
of discovering, then telling, and finally writing their
personal stories. Oh, scores on the state mandated
writing tests were the best in the district. His fourthgrade teachers were invited to present workshops at
state and national conferences.

She was a founding member of the Tejas
Storytelling Association and is currently serving
her sixth three-year term on its Board of Directors.
She has also served on the board of the National
Storytelling organization and the board of Territory
Tellers. She is listed on the Touring Roster of the
Texas Commission on the Arts.
Elizabeth was the first recipient of the John
Henry Faulk Award, and has received the Circle of
Excellence Award and the Lifetime Achievement
Award from the National Storytelling Network.

After 32 years in the public schools Dalton retired
in 2008 but was invited to join the adjunct faculty at
the University of North Texas to supervise student
teachers and teach the language arts methods class
in the College of Education. The main focus of that
course was on how to teach writing. Dalton realized
that those new teachers were given no training in
how to promote listening and speaking skills, so he
integrated storytelling into the syllabus and as a tool
to teach writing.

Elizabeth is a sought-after workshop presenter
and teacher. And, she has authored four books:
Inviting the Wolf In: Thinking About Difficult Stories
(with Loren Niemi), From Plot to Narrative, Every Day
A Holiday and Prepare to Scare.
Her hobbies are attending meetings and missing
deadlines.

Dalton Gregory

Dalton Gregory has attended all but one of the 37
Texas Storytelling Festivals.
Coworkers had encouraged
him to learn more about
storytelling since he loves
listening to and telling
stories. He learned more
about storytelling when two
students from the University
of North Texas were hired

UNT was a part time job, so Dalton successfully ran
for Denton City Council and served for nine years. He
lives in Denton with his wife Donna who is a retired
teacher. They have three adult daughters. Their three
granddaughters ages 3, 5, and 10 also live in Denton.
Dalton has served on several nonprofit boards and
various church committees. After he retired from
the city council, he finally had time to serve on the
TSA board. His professional and volunteer experience
have helped him to serve as TSA treasurer.
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From the TSA President
Hello Good People ... I hope y’all feel as
rejuvenated as I do after our Festival. The tellers
and their stories were wonderful, the tech
team did an amazing job, our Festival team did
excellent work planning and coordination, and
I don’t think I have ever witnessed any better
listening. Thanks to everyone for their unique
contributions!

2021-2022 TSA Governing Board
David Claunch, President
dr.dilly.dally@gmail.com
Dalton Gregory, Treasurer
daltonrgregory@gmail.com
Peggy Helmick-Richardson, Secretary
twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net
Sandra Aguirre-Magana
magana.sandra@sbcglobal.net
Kathy Culmer
khculmer@aol.com

So, what is next? We have Monthly Virtual
Events. The April 2nd and May 7th events are
extensions of the festival. Keep your eyes on your e-mails as the rest of
the year’s Virtual Events
I am already looking forward to next year’s festival, and - Oh my!
Summer Conference 2023 is on the horizon as well!!
Thank you for your time,
David H. Claunch - mobile/text 757-340-8972

A Special Note from TSA Administration

Rick Davis
riverwoodtx3.gmail.com

It was baseball great Vern Law who offered: “Experience is a hard
teacher because she gives the test first, the lesson afterwards.”

Elizabeth Ellis
storyellis9@gmail.com

Our test is to learn the lessons, and to apply them at the proper
time. The 37th Annual Texas Storytelling Festival was our second virtual
festival. We learned a lot during our first virtual festival in 2021 and even
more in 2022.

Sue Kuentz
sue.kuentz@gmail.com
Jaye McLaughlin
jayemclaughlin@gmail.com
Betsy Mosier
betsymosier@gmail.com
Hank Roubicek
roubey@aol.com
Brooks Myers
bmyers2@austin.rr.com
Chester Weems
cjweems@cox.net
Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a
non-profit organization dedicated to
fostering the appreciation of storytelling
as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

This year during a lunch conversation, a participant took the topic
in an offending direction. The Tejas Storytelling Association was not
prepared, and not as effective as we should have been at stopping the
inappropriate content. We deeply regret this situation occurred. TSA
is already adjusting to improve our policies and procedures in hope of
preventing a recurrence.
Board president David Claunch reached out to that participant, to
assist in understanding how their comments were not appropriate.
Other board members worked with technical staff to develop plans
addressing any other inappropriate or offensive episodes that might
happen in the future.
Storytelling can be therapeutic, and when done correctly can
be healing to both teller and listeners. What happened was neither
therapeutic nor healing. We are empathetic toward the individual
involved and we hope for their continued recovery from past
experienced trauma.
To live is to learn. It is our desire that all of us in the storytelling
community are dedicated to lifelong learning.
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Guild News
L’il D (Denton Guild)

presented, that the award (plaque, etc.) is made
possible by Mesquite Storytellers of Abilene, founded
by Rosanna Herndon.”

L’il D began meeting monthly, since September
2021. We meet, in person, on the 3rd Thursday from
6:30-8:30 pm at the Emily Fowler Library in Denton.

Rosanna will be missed by all of us, and we are
grateful for what she has done for the storytelling
community, particularly here in Abilene.

Jaye McLaughlin, L’il D Convener

Abbie Ryan Randolph, President

North 40 Storytelling Guild
In January the North 40 guild hosted their annual
winter workshop via zoom. The workshop was open
to TSA Affiliated guilds, and we were delighted
that several guilds registered so their members
could attend. Storyteller Donna Washington led
the workshop on Creating a Personal Narrative. She
had great tips on how to develop and enhance the
stories.

The Tarrant Area Guild of
Storytellers

Under the leadership of Dale Schultz, TAGS has
been holding a concert each quarter of the year! And
- continuing into 2022.
There has not been a decision of what, when or
where our first quarter concert will be in 2022, but
it will be on our Facebook page when we decide, so
check us out!

North 40 members were active at the recent Texas
Storytelling Festival. Dean Keith was the Technology
Specialist and Janet Brickel-Burton served as the
Managing Logistics Director. Gwen Caldwell and
Michael Brundy were tech co-hosts. Beth Ayers and
Ann Marie Newman delighted us with their poems
on Saturday morning and Dean Keith was a liar!
Joyti Subramanian participated in the Sacred Tales
concert. Our own Jiaan Powers served as emcee for
the concert Saturday evening.

San Antonio Storytellers
Association

Please join our Monthly Story Night the 1st
Wednesday of each month 7 PM – 8 PM Central Time
- online on YouTube Live! Enjoy SASA’s evening of
storytelling from your home!
Go to our YouTube channel – San Antonio
Storytellers, and listen to Stories told by SASA
members and visitors. It is a great time to hear some
wonderful stories!

Minetta Smith, North 40 Storytelling Guild

Mesquite Storytellers of Abilene

The Mesquite Storytellers of Abilene has made
a generous donation - for the Herndon-Colson
Educator’s Award when it is presented in honor of
Rosanna Herndon. This endowment is to be used for
the cost of the actual award (plaque, etc.) presented
to winners of the Colson-Herndon Educator’s Award.

To view past Monthly Story Nights and to learn
more about SASA, go to the Story News tab on our
web site http://www.sanantoniostorytellers.com/
Be sure to subscribe to our YouTube
channel – https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCzkwY8MlVVkCpUD-GUpJ_Vw - and Facebook Page
(San Antonio Storytellers). For more information,
contact: Sue Kuentz, President San Antonio
Storytellers Association
210-326-7877 or sanantoniostorytellers@gmail.com

“We would like this donation to Tejas Storytelling
Association be in memory of Rosanna Herndon. We
hope that this contribution will cover the cost of
several awards (plaques, etc.) over the coming few
years.
“Please acknowledge, at the time the award is
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The Dallas Storytelling Guild

Our next event will be the Porch Tales, April 23rd,
2-4 pm. Open Microphone, All are invited.

The Dallas Storytelling Guild held a special
storytelling contest on Wednesday, January 12, 2022.
The contest consisted of tellers telling personal
stories and folk tales. There was a $100 prize for the
best story in each category.
The purpose of the contest was to attract more
tellers, guests and members to the monthly meeting.
Participation in monthly meetings has waned during
the pandemic but the contest brought out more
than thirty tellers and listeners to the meeting.
The meeting was a huge success, and the stories
were outstanding. The winners were Hank Roubicek,
who shared a story about his grandpa. And LACA
Bridges, who shared a story about a lumberjack and
an unforgettable tree.
The Dallas Storytelling Guild continues to meet
via Zoom at 7 p.m. the second Wednesday of every
month. Participants do not need to be members to
attend or tell. If you would like to be added to the
contact list for the meeting link each month, email
Peggy at twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net.
The Dallas Storytelling Guild meeting information is
provided on their website www.dallasstorytelling.org.

Come and join a unique experience! www.
hotstorytellingguild.org Facebook: Heart of Texas
Storytelling Guild. 254-717-1763 for more information.

The Heart of Texas Storytelling
Guild News

Vivian Rutherford, President

Houston Storytellers Guild

A great big thank you to our fantastic youth tellers
who participated in the City of Denton’s Storytelling
Festival 2022. TJ, Laredo, Nichole and Hannah, Super
Job!

Calling All Liars!
To Compete in the World Famous
Houston Storytellers Liar’s Contest
Saturday, April 30, 7:00pm. Virtually.

You know, online (Or, if you are in line…hell, even
if you’re in a line-up). Registering for The Houston
Storytellers Liar’s Contest is on First Come Basis.
Contestants Must be a Member in Good Standing Eight (8) contestants will compete for the coveted
trophy. All are invited to watch this free event
through Zoom. Register NOW by contacting our
fabulously fun and festive vice president, Michael
Winters m_r_winters@yahoo.com
Continued...
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The Zoom link will be forwarded to all guests,
judges, and contestants one week before the contest
and another on the day of the contest.

Contact: Sally Goodroe, 713-643-8478. goodroe@
earthlink.net. Meeting Info: 4th Tuesday each month,
7-8:30 (via Zoom)

Cash Prizes: Can You Say Green? First Place
Fibber: $100.00… Second Place Fabricator: $50.00…
Third Place Fake: $25.00… and certificates to
reward you for your outlandish prevarications!
Download Liars Rules for April 2022 at - http://
www.houstonstorytellers.org/wp-content/
uploads/2022/03/Liars-Rules-New-updated-correctyear.pdf

Facebook: Houston Storytellers Guild, https://
www.facebook.com/groups/houstonstorytellers/
Regular events: So, What’s Your Story? Radio
show on KPFT-Pacifica: Each Thursday, 5–6pm PM
on 90.1FM KPFT. Pacifica Radio. *Archived issues on
Houston Storytellers Guild website - or the KPFT
page.
Hank Roubicek, President

The Houston Storytellers Guild meets the 4th
Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm, via zoom. This
virtual mode has allowed all to stay safe and to
build membership with storytellers from across the
country. Website Info: www.houstonstorytellers.org Where you can also sign-up for our newsletter. When
visiting the website - also click on Radio Program of
the menu, then scroll to the list of programs. They
will forever remain embedded in your mind and
heart. Enjoy!

The Mesquite Storytellers of
Abilene

Mesquite Storytellers have enjoyed meeting
together in person for a few months. Our meeting
place has been “re-purposed”, so we are meeting
in the Board Room on the second floor of the Main
Library, N. 2nd and Cedar the 3rd Tuesday of each
month at 7 o’clock. Come see us. We have room for
you!

President (and TSA Board member), Hank
Roubicek. roubey.story@gmail.com. Additional
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MEMBERSHIP

Storytelling Event Free Advertising

If you are not a member, come and join our
storytelling family and friends in our region. We can
spread the tradition and the power of storytelling. All
are welcome; every member is important, whether
story listener, storyteller, or story lover.
Even if you took some time off or have been a
member in the past, we would love have you back!
Membership Categories: (Yearly)
Individual: ........................................$35
Family: ..............................................$60
Organization: .................................. $75
Youth (age 18 and younger):........$10
»» CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application
found on our website under the Membership
tab and mail with your check or credit card
information to TSA, P.O. Box 2806, Denton, TX
76202.
»» PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940380-9320. We will return your call, answer
your questions, and record your credit card
information for billing.
»» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/
Membership

Submit your event on our webpage for all to see!
You can list your Affiliate Guild events on the Tejas
Storytelling Association’s website yourself.
Simply go to http://www.tejasstorytelling.com
and click on Submit Event Listing under the Event
Calendar tab in the top menu.
If you submit early enough, it will go into our next
newsletter. This is just one of the services offered
by the Tejas Storytelling Association.
https://tejasstorytelling.com/events

DONATIONS

We need your support in our mission of
storytelling. Please send your tax deductible
donation in support of storytelling and our mission
in this region. Thank you!
CHECK: Mail your donation check to TSA, P.O.
Box 2806, Denton, TX 76202.
ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations
TSA’s mission is to foster an appreciation of
storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool. Our members are a vital
part in making this mission succeed. We need you!

Don’t miss any of the Facebook and Twitter
posts highlighting storytellers, concerts and
activities at the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Tejas Storytelling Association
Non-Discrimination and Social Justice
Policy
The Tejas Storytelling Association is organized
and operates with the purpose of seeking out
and encouraging audiences and storytellers
from diverse backgrounds. We firmly commit
our organization to equality, fairness, safety, and
justice for all. Whenever and wherever we gather,
we commit to providing a safe and inclusive
environment.
We oppose acts of discrimination, harassment,
hate, or violence against groups or persons
based on age, race, ethnicity or nationality, color,
religious belief, gender, sexual orientation or gender
identification, health or physical disability, and
experience. We oppose injustice and oppression in
whatever forms they might take.
We commit our organization to operate in a way
that represents the best practices of environmental
stewardship.

Like us! Become a friend! Share the posts!
Spread the love!
www.facebook.com/tejasstorytelling
https://twitter.com/tejastales

P.O.Box 2806
Denton, TX 76202
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The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter
published by the Tejas Storytelling
Association.
Rick Davis, editor
Karen Wollscheid, production
Contributors: varies for each issue
Tejas Teller submission deadline is the
last Friday of the month of each calendar
quarter end: March, June, September, and
December.
General news items can be sent to the
editor at riverwoodtx3@gmail.com
Currently the Tejas Teller is being
distributed electronically to email
addresses stored with TSA membership
records. If you would like a printed copy
of the newsletter, please notify the TSA
Office at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com.

