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Continued  ...

Storytelling and Poetry
By Elizabeth Ellis

“A story is like water that you heat for your bath. 
It takes messages from the fire to your skin. 
It lets them meet and it cleans you.”   --Rumi

Words have power. As storytellers, we recognize 
that intuitively. Poetry shows us the power of 
language in condensed form. It helps us say what we 
thought was inexpressible.

I began exploring poetry out of a desire to become 
more eloquent. I believe that eloquence is a skill. Like 
all skills, it can be learned. Reading poetry has been 
valuable to me in my development as a storyteller. 
It has deepened my experience with language and 
helped me understand more about using words to 
create and express emotion.

Reading poetry could be quite useful to you as a 
storyteller. That could be true even if you never use 
any poetry in your actual telling. To utilize poetry 
effectively, it is important to explore it. How do you 
know what you like if you don’t know much of it? One 
of the big problems is that we studied it in school, 
often when we were far too young to understand 
what we were reading.

So, begin by becoming more familiar with poetry. 
Read one poem every day!

Celebrating Poetry
 “Blessed are the weird people–poets, misfits, writers, mystics…painters & troubadours– 

for they teach us to see the world through different eyes.”  –– Jacob Nordby

Go to the public library. Get some poetry 
anthologies. Find out what you like.

Some websites you might like to explore:

•	 https://poets.org
•	 https://www.poetrysoup/poems
•	 https://poetrysociety.org.uk
•	 https://www.poemhunter.com

Favorite Poets
Two Dozen Poets that are favorites of mine to get 

you started. Don’t think you already know their work. 
Listen to it through new ears. Ask yourself, “What can 
I learn from this poet that would be useful to me as a 
storyteller?”

Antonio Machado
Carl Sandburg
Christina Rosetti
David Whyte
e e cummings
Edna St. Vincent Millay
Hafiz
John O’Donoghue
Langston Hughes
Liesl Mueller
Lucille Clifton
Mary Oliver

Naomi Shihab Nye
Nikki Giovanni
Robert Browning
Rudyard Kipling
Sharon Olds
T.S. Eliot
Tony Hoagland
Walt Whitman
Wendell Berry
William Carlos Williams
William Wordsworth
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Story Poems
A story poem is exactly what it sounds like: a poem 

that tells a story. It can add interest and texture to 
any storytelling presentation. Find a Story Poem that 
you would like to learn and add to your repertoire.

Some examples –

•	 The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes
•	 The Ballad of the Harp Weaver by Edna St. 

Vincent Millay
•	 Dunkirk by David Lewis Paget
•	 Little Orphant Annie by James Whitcomb Riley
•	 The Duel by Eugene Field

Using Poetry
Just a few ways poetry can be used in your telling.

•	 As an opening/invocation
•	 As a closing/benediction
•	 To create a mood or set a tone
•	 To “clear the palate” between stories or tellers—

to set them apart
•	 To tie stories together into a tighter narrative—

to pull them together
•	 To say something more effectively than you 

could
•	 To show the character of a person in the story

Don’t Forget About Copyright!
If you want to use a line or two from a poem, you 

don’t really need to be concerned about copyright. 
You could maybe use an entire stanza. However, if 
you want to use more than that you will need the 
permission of the person who owns the copyright.

If the poem has been around for a long time, it 
may be in the public domain. That means you are 
free to use it because the copyright on it has expired. 
That is the case with poems by Kipling, Browning and 
Wordsworth for instance.

If, however, you would like to use an entire poem 
by Naomi Shihab Nye who currently lives in San 
Antonio, you would need to ask her permission. The 
poem belongs to her so you cannot use it without 
asking. Getting permissions is part of your work as a 
teller. It is also the law. Fortunately, the internet has 
made doing this a lot easier than it used to be.

It Can Wait
Unfocused, I sit outside in the spring morning sun,
gentle breeze rustling through the mesquite leaves,
butterflies dancing, a hawk gliding through blue sky

A striped lizard stopping on the warm sidewalk
looking around, stretching his front legs, wiggling
his long thin tail, before continuing to cool earth
under plumbago yet to bloom.

Tasks on my never-ending list await me in the
house. Yet I let them go unchecked, for this
lovely moment will not be here tomorrow or
even this afternoon.

© Mary Margaret Campbell

My Wisteria
The tangled, gray vine
curling in, out, and around
the slats of my white wooden fence
seemed clenched in the grasp of death
as I waited with a yearning
for confirmation of life.

Day after day
my visual inspection
brought disappointment and
knowledge that last year,
by this calendar time,
I had been given proof of the season.

Desperate for the renewal of proof
I watched and waited until the
tiniest nubs appeared on the
deathly gray strands of vine.
They whispered to me: maintain
the vigil, keep watch, wait.

The waiting revealed the slow
transition from nub to bud to a
glimpse of color ready to burst
into dangling lavender blooms,
draping along the fence line,
issuing a proclamation of hope.

© Beth Turner Ayers

Poetry
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On my knees
I’ve decided that the next time i ask someone to marry me.
I’m getting down on both knees.
Because the last time. One knee wasn’t enough.
So this time I getting down on both knees because i know that’s a 
position where God hears me speak the loudest.

This time while on both knees I’m praying that the God in her connects 
to the God in me.
Because i’m tired of running these streets, cold sheets, frozen meats. 
Tired of my words getting lost on the way to her page.

And even though God is the King of my spirit she will be the Queen of 
my soul. Ya see she will be the genesis in the book of me. And I just 
wanna go back and rewrite past chapters so that i can be her ever after.

And now that this wedding proposal is complete. Now that I’m ready to 
run into tomorrow with the love of my life. She well she’s going to have to 
help me up because i’ve got bad knees.

© Michael Guinn

Texas
They say that everything is bigger and better in Texas,
And I must say, I agree,
I’m not being biased just because I was raised here,
Just look around and you will see,
If you look at the US map, it’s hard to miss us because we stand out,
There’s no way to mistake us for another state,
Our presence leaves no room for doubt,
We have big animals, farms, houses and trucks to a few,
And have you seen the size of our mosquitoes, they’re almost bigger than a shoe,
Texas has so much land, it takes half a day to drive across,
By the time you reach the other side, you would’ve almost gotten lost,
We love chili, bluebonnets, rodeos and wear cowboy boots with big straw hats,
We have pecan trees, bass fish, mockingbirds and our soil is Houston black,
We love playing the guitar, singing country music and fishing at the lake,
But be careful if you decide to go camping, you just might run across a rattlesnake,
We’re known as the “friendly state” and always greet our visitors with a smile,
And if you ever had a home cooked meal from here then you’ve been blessed with southern style,
We have oil rigs, cattle, shopping malls and play Texas 42 dominoes,
There’s not a person who doesn’t know who we are, our name precedes us wherever we go,
I’m just a lady raised in Texas, y’all don’t have to take a word from me,
I’ve given you the reasons why our state is great, but “bless your heart” if y’all can’t see!

© Alicia Azahar, 2023 Tejas Poetry Slam Runner up  
and 2023 Tejas Story Slam third place winner

The Best
The best we can do – 
Give love to all we’ve known
Take all things in and give them home
Ritualize the basic
Invigorate the tedious.
The best we can hope--
May one day be remembered
Seeds sown through long seasons
The harvest grown

© Daniel Jones
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April 25
A Fan Friendly Open Mic Poetry Night

Live at 1846 Coffee in 610 Cedar St
Cedar Hill, TX 75104

7 -8:30pm
Sponsored by Zulu B Wylie Library

Coordinated by Mike Guinn Ent & Fort Worth MeetUp Group
This is a national poetry month celebration

Featuring singer Akiah P
Text 972-704-5001 to get on the list or for more info.

April 27
Artstillery’s Heartbeat  

723 Fort Worth Avenue Dallas Texas
7:30pm Sharp.

Part of Artstillery Spaces featuring poetry, music and other amazing displays of art.
With Alicia Azahar, C.T. Miller, Chris Knowone Bradford

Guided by Michael Guinn and Paulina Dosal
Click link to get tickets https://www.artstillery.org/partner-events-tickets

April 28
Black & Bitter Coffee and Books  

100 S Main in Duncanville
8pm-10pm

Poetry On The Patio 4th Fridays Monthly.
Poetry on The Patio is the country’s biggest free monthly outdoor open mic.

Featuring Dr Tariq Saint Sankofa
Hosted by Mike Guinn & Bryan Kaeser

Free Outdoor Open Mic Experience
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/524163355707

April 29
Giggles & Gush

Sensual Spokenword Showcase with Big Black Sugar
Hosted by Michael Guinn

With Stephonia W. Roberts, AyoTola Walsh, Teddy Xae, and Isaiah Ramon Williams
Catered by Robyn MzXquisite Sanders

Ticket includes refreshments and free parking
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/537960954697
Contact Mike Guinn for details 972-704-5001

Dallas Area April Poetry & Spoken Word Events
Here is a list of poetry events and open mics coordinated and hosted by Mike Guinn Entertainment events. 

Now booking featured poets until all the spots are gone! Contact Mike Guinn Entertainment Events for details 
972-704-5001.

https://www.artstillery.org/partner
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/524163355707
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/537960954697
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Festival

Texas Storytelling Festival in 
the News

Read what the Collin-Denton Spotlighter had to 
say about the Festival and the power of the spoken 
word.

https://collindentonspotlighter.com/38th-annual-
texas-storytelling-festival-proof-power-spoken-
word/

Festival by the Numbers
•	 5 featured tellers
•	 32 other storytellers
•	 15 poet slammers
•	 11 story slammers
•	 7 youth tellers
•	 8 liars
•	 25 emcees and moderators
•	 1 ASL interpreters
•	 9 ASL  Ambassadors
•	 12 storytelling concerts
•	 6 workshops
•	 2 master classes
•	 3 music performances
•	 9 judges
•	 1 quilt
•	 11 - states represented 

Our Volunteers
The Texas Storytelling Festival was a great 

success. The festival was well attended, the tellers 
were interesting and entertaining, and everyone 
seemed to have a good time. None of this would 
have happened if not for the participation of those 
who volunteered. We appreciate your help and are 
honored by your gifts of service. Customer service 
was outstanding.

So no matter how much you did and no matter 
what you did, I want to tell you THANK YOU FOR ALL 
YOU DID! And please share our thanks with members 
of your organization, your guild and anyone who may 
have helped. Thanks.

Thank you…

•	 Retired Service Volunteers Program (Nino De La 
Garza)

•	 National Charity League (mothers/daughters) 
(Cindy Botti)

•	 Heart of Denton 4H Club (Debbie Nobles)
•	 Texas Women’s University (Madison Summers)
•	 All Guilds and Circles (Kathy Culmer)

Sincerely, Michael Brundy - Volunteer Coordinator

Liars Contest
Here are the winners of the 2023 Texas 

Storytelling Festival liars contest:

1st place, 
Tony Hardman 

2nd place, 
Michael Winters

3rd place, 
Decee Cornish

Story Slam and Poetry Slam
We had 15 poets, 11 storytellers and oven a 100 

listeners for these events.

Thank you to Michael Guinn for organizing and 
emceeing these events at the Festival. They were a 
hit!

Michael shared, “We had a unique opportunity to 
show the artistry, energy, attendance and support 
that builds community. A huge thanks to all the 
poets turned storytellers and storytellers turned 
poets who helped make this an amazing experience 
for ALL! I’m looking forward to building a storytelling 
platform that is just as multicultural, multifaceted, 
and inclusive. This was a just a start. Congratulations 
to her and to all those who participated. Thanks 
Tejas Storytelling Association!”

Continued ...

https://collindentonspotlighter.com/38th-annual-texas-storytelling-festival-proof-power-spoken-word/
https://collindentonspotlighter.com/38th-annual-texas-storytelling-festival-proof-power-spoken-word/
https://collindentonspotlighter.com/38th-annual-texas-storytelling-festival-proof-power-spoken-word/
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Tejas Poetry Slam Champion 
KT Witten is our first ever 
Tejas Poetry Slam Champion! 
Alicia Azahar – Runner up
Ellisa Brown – 3rd Place

Tejas Story Slam

Alicia Azahar 
3rd Place 

Beth Ayers – 
Runner up

Hayley Turner  
is our winner!

From Alicia Azahr

“Yesterday we had such a blessed and fun time 
at the Tejas Storytelling Association Story Slam and 
Poetry Slam! Thank you Michael Guinn for creating 
a safe space, platform and environment for all of us 
poets and storytellers to thrive in! It was definitely a 
unique experience in Denton, TX and one I’m grateful 
to God to share with my fellow poet friends and 
family! Congratulations to KT Witten for winning 
first place in the Tejas Poetry Slam! She talked 
about winning not being about if you received first 
place, but rather us making it home! That poem 
hit me so deep and I know it left the audience 
captivated by her bold and powerful statement! 
Also, congratulations to the first place winner for the 
Story slam as well! I’m so happy I was able to share 
the stage with all of my fellow poet friends Viola 
Viki Blocker, Maiya Lewis, Ellisa Brown, Stephonia W 
Roberts, Leeann Booker, Tyrone Booker and I had the 
pleasure of meeting some new ones Rick, Beth, and 
more. Overall, it was a great experience, and I can’t 
wait until next year to attend and compete again!

Youth Storytelling Day at the 
Texas Storytelling Festival

Standing room only! What a pleasure it was to see 
so many families and storytellers at the Emily Fowler 
Public Library to hear our seven talented youth 
tellers. Everyone actually found a seat because many 
of the younger kids were given front row seats on 
the floor. We had approximately 66 total attendees 
to our Youth Storytelling Concert/Storytelling Tips 
workshop. Mary Ann Blue was our fabulous emcee 
for the concert who effortlessly and enthusiastically 
introduced each of the youth. A huge thank you 
to our Texas Youth Tellers Rebekah Garcia from 
Midlothian who told The Walking Catfish and Mother 
Goat and the Seven Kids, Keren Lee from DeSoto who 
told The Empty Pot, Marley Manning from Hewitt 
who told Anansi and the Pot of Beans, Saniyah 
McGrew from Cedar Hill who told, Quincy Moore 
from Waco who told Seven Blind Mice, Annabel Pruitt 
from Robinson who told Go To Sleep Gecko, and 
Laredo Wynveen from Lorena who told Grandma’s 
Pear Tree. 

Sue Kuentz emceed the Interactive Storytelling 
Tips and Activities the last 20 minutes of our 
program. Each of our Youth Storytelling Team 
members, Vivian Rutherford from Waco, Maryann 
Blue from San Antonio, Sue Kuentz from Bulverde, 
and Toni Simmons from Houston shared their 
favorite activities to get kids moving and telling. 
We have a handout of this session, so if you are 
interested, please email Sue at sue.kuentz@gmail.
com and she’ll send you a copy.

mailto:sue.kuentz@gmail.com
mailto:sue.kuentz@gmail.com
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David Titus’ Original Digital 
Storytelling: Free Youth 
Workshop for grades 3-12 was 
Magical!

Dave Titus was simply the best. He began his 
workshop with simple shapes made by the strings 
we handed out and eloquently, through story, moved 
us into more intricate string figures. It was fabulous 
to have at least 5 volunteers, thanks to Michael 
Brundy’s gathering of the volunteers. Every child was 
helped with strings and creating figures throughout 
the hour which went way too fast. David gave out 
an autographed How-to Strings Book to each of the 
families along 
with another 
nylon string 
to practice 
with. Touching 
moment (of 
which there 
were many): 
observing David 
Titus down on 
his knees with 
the sweetest 
little girl (3 years 
old) helping 
her create a 
beautiful web 
between them 
both. Then, this 
sweet girl’s mom joins her with David always helping 
and creating even a larger web (or basketball hoop 
as David also called the figure). I then see storyteller, 
Eldrena Douma come close with her camera to 
record this and realize this is Eldrena’s beautiful 
grandchild and her daughter involved with this string 
magic. I took a lot of pictures! So touching!

Thank you to the Emily Fowler Library for 
partnering up with TSA and hosting our concert and 
workshop in your beautiful facility. We’d also like to 
thank Michael Brundy and all his fantastic volunteers 
who truly helped to make this youth storytelling day 
possible by assisting with food, chairs, and activities!

Story Store
By Jaye McLaughlin

The Story Store was alive and well at the Texas 
Storytelling Festival. All our customers found 
something to add to their personal libraries. I know 
two young boys who found just the right big puppets 
to take home and have fun making a video play of 
them. Thanks mom and dad! 

Two of the reasons we were able to set a record 
income for the Story Store were the abundant 
donations of two Tejas Storytelling members. Janet 
Latham moved from Denton to a memory care 
facility and donated her library of books, puppets 
and many items for the Silent Auction as well. We 
got another donation from Julia Gibson. She gave 
her husband’s library, (you remember Dan Gibson?) 
that benefitted TSA in both the Story Store and set 
records for bidding in the Silent Auction. There was 
enough from the 6 boxes of books for both the Story 
Store and the Silent Auction. A big thank you to 
Janet’s sister, Susan and to Julia Gibson for thinking 
of TSA, the Festival and the Story Store.

Those folks in the Story Store who made all this 
available to you at the Festival volunteered about 
12 hours for 3 days straight. Please be sure to thank 
them when you see them: Sharon Manning, Sandra 
McGee, Jaye McLaughin. Others who put together 
and helped with the Story Store are: Genie Hammel, 
Pam Pipkin and Betsy Mosier. Thank you all for a 
record setting year in the Story Store!
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Platinum Level– Festival Sponsor $1000+
•	 City of Denton – https://www.cityofdenton.com
•	 Denton Benefit League 

https://dentonbenefitleague.org/
•	 National Endowment for the Arts 

https://www.arts.gov/
•	 Tejas Storytelling Association 

https://tejasstorytelling.com/
•	 Texas Commission on the Arts 

https://www.arts.texas.gov/
•	 Texas Folklore Society 

http://www.texasfolkloresociety.org/
•	 Genie Hammel, Lover of Stories: In honor of 

Elizabeth Ellis whose stories, wisdom, and 
devotion to the art of storytelling has kept the 
light of Tejas Storytelling burning brightly for so 
many years!

Gold Level – Stage Sponsor $750–$999
•	 Recycled Books, Records, and Cd’s 

http://recycledbooks.com  
200 N. Locust, Denton, TX 76201

Silver Level–Teller Sponsor- $500–$749
•	 Anonymous - In gratitude for all that Elizabeth 

Ellis has generously given to the Tejas 
Storytelling Association and the worldwide 
storytelling community.

•	 Betsy Mosier
•	 Reba and Granville Ott

Bronze Level – Program Sponsor $250–$499
•	 Chester and Velma Weems: Supporting 

Storytellers on both sides of the Red River.
•	 Dallas Storytelling Guild
•	 DATCU - DATCU Credit Union https://datcu.org 
•	 Serving Denton, Collin, Dallas, Tarrant, along 

with 7 other counties
•	 David Claunch: Thank you for allowing me to 

serve as your TSA Board President. Y’all are the 
GREATEST!!

•	 Rick Davis and Gary Lazaron
•	 Tim Couch

Thank you Festival Sponsors!
We want to thank our sponsors who help to make the Texas Storytelling Festival possible!

Copper Level – Sponsor $100–$249
•	 Patchouli Joe’s Books and Indulgences 221 W 

Hickory St. Denton, TX
•	 Brooks Myers: Board Member
•	 Dalton and Donna Gregory
•	 Elizabeth Ellis: In honor of David Claunch and 

Brooks Myers
•	 Faye Hanson: In Memory of Howard Hanson
•	 Jean Ellen Rogers
•	 Jiaan Powers and Gary Patton
•	 Mary Grace Ketner
•	 Michael Brundy: Dallas Storytelling Guild and 

North 40 Storytelling Guild
•	 Peggy Capps
•	 Peggy and Gene Helmick-Richardson www.

twicetellers.com
•	 Ric Vice
•	 Rosemary Czarski
•	 San Antonio Storytellers Association
•	 Sandra Aguirre: Magana Yo Cuento Cuentos LLC 

https://yocuentocuentz.com
•	 Scott and Maria Bumgardner
•	 Stephany Compton
•	 Susan Lewis: In memory of my sweet sister 

Kate Lauder. She was a big part of the Festival 
in Denton and the Festival was a big part of her 
life.

•	 Ted Parkhurst: https://parkhurstbrothers.com, 
storytelling advocate and book publisher

•	 Territory Tellers: Oklahoma’s state-wide 
storytelling association supporting storytelling 
on both sides of the Red River

Community Sponsor Level- $30–$99
•	 Connie Pottle
•	 David Bowles
•	 David King
•	 Diana and Robin Bird
•	 Diane Fallis
•	 Eldrena Douma: In honor of my grandchildren
•	 Fran Stallings: In honor of Skyteller Lynn 

Moroney, who founded Territory Tellers and 

Continued ...

https://www.cityofdenton.com/
https://www.cityofdenton.com/
https://dentonbenefitleague.org/
https://www.arts.gov/
https://tejasstorytelling.com/
https://www.arts.texas.gov/
http://www.texasfolkloresociety.org/
http://www.recycledbooks.com
https://datcu.org
www.twicetellers.com
www.twicetellers.com
https://yocuentocuentz.com
https://parkhurstbrothers.com
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Winter Tales, and inspired Texas to start a 
festival. Her stars shine though you can’t see 
them in daylight.

•	 Florida Storytelling Festival, January 25-28, 
2024, https://flstory.com

•	 Gail McMillan
•	 Kanute and Kathy Rarey
•	 Katie Goodroe: In memory of Robert Beekman
•	 Ken Dickson: Let’s change the stories You are 

telling Yourself! Denton Professional Hypnosis 
https://dentonprofessionalhypnosis.com

•	 Kim Lehman
•	 Linda Ford
•	 Linda Quiles
•	 Linda-Schuyler Ford: In honor of Dorothy Volz 

Ford, “The Story Lady of Sleepy Hollow”
•	 Margaret Clauder: In honor of Sherry Brannon 

Chapman, my high school speech & drama 
teacher.

•	 MaryAnn Blue and David Coffman
•	 Minetta Smith
•	 Pam Pipkin
•	 Raine Teller: Hashem’s House International
•	 Regina Holmes

•	 Scott and Deborah Wilder
•	 Valerie Kimble: Go Territory Tellers!  

https://www.territorytellers.com
•	 Vivian Rutherford
•	 Warren Holleman

In Kind Supporters 
•	 City of Denton Parks and Recreation 

Department
•	 Dalton Gregory
•	 Elizabeth Ellis
•	 Emily Fowler Library
•	 Festival Committee Volunteers
•	 Janet Bickel-Burton
•	 Jaye McLaughlin
•	 Kim Lehman
•	 Michael Brundy
•	 Rick Davis
•	 Sign Language Interpreting Program, thank You 

Tarrant County College - Trinity River Campus 
Sue Kuentz

•	 Tejas Association Board Members
•	 Tejas Storytelling Association Volunteers
•	 Vivian Rutherford

TSA News

By Jaye McLaughlin

A huge announcement took place at the Annual 
Members Meeting in the Yellow Rose Room on 
Friday afternoon.  Ted Parkhurst announced the 
pre-publishing sale of the new book, “Forty Years of 
Texas Storytelling.”  A committee from the Board has 
been working with Ted since October of 2021 to lay 
the ground work for this book.  We sold about 32 of 
them at the Festival and on the following two pages 
of this newsletter you will see an order form so you 
can also support this fundraising project of TSA.

Besides having stories from our Texans and 
many featured tellers from years past, the book 
will contain a welcome from Barbara McBride 

Forty Years of Texas Storytelling

Smith, a short history of TSA by Elizabeth Ellis and 
a Teachers Note (how to use storytelling in the 
classroom—from elementary school through college 
by Hank Roubicek.  This is the second book that 
Ted Parkhurst has helped raise funds for TSA.  The 
first was published in 1995 on the 10th anniversary 
of the Texas Storytelling Festival.  We waited a long 
while and this one is helping to celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of the Texas Storytelling Festival. It is 
being released a year early so the 40th celebration 
can be really big!

https://flstory.com
https://dentonprofessionalhypnosis.com
https://www.territorytellers.com
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2022-2023 TSA  Governing Board
David Claunch,  President
dr.dilly.dally@gmail.com

Dalton Gregory, Treasurer
daltonrgregory@gmail.com

Nancy Self, Secretary
nself42@gmail.com

Sandra Aguirre-Magana
magana.sandra525@gmail.com

Kathy Culmer
khculmer@aol.com

Rick Davis
riverwoodtx3.gmail.com

Sue Kuentz
sue.kuentz@gmail.com

Jaye McLaughlin
jayemclaughlin@gmail.com

Hank Roubicek
roubey@aol.com

Brooks Myers
bmyers2@austin.rr.com

Karen Archer
karrcher1234@gmail.com

Kim Lehman
kimlehman123@gmail.com

Michael Brundy
mjbrundy@gmail.com

Janet Bickel-Burton
jhbickleburton@gmail.com

Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a  

non-profit organization dedicated to 
fostering the appreciation of storytelling 

as an oral tradition, a performing art,  
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

Meet the Board

Kim Lehman
Kim Lehman is no stranger to TSA. This is her second stint on the 

board. She is a founding member of the Central Texas Storytelling Guild, 
worked with Elaine Hampshire to produce the first Tellabration in Austin, 
helped to organize a TSA conference, and was a featured teller at the 
2014 Texas Storytelling Festival. Currently she is the marketing director 
for the Festival.

Professionally, Kim is an educator, storyteller, musician, workshop 
presenter, and author. Currently on the Texas Commission on the Arts 
Touring Roster, Kim has performed at hundreds of festivals, schools, 
libraries, and museums. She is the author of the book “Beekeeper’s Lab”.

Kim grew up in a rural Mennonite community in the mountains of 
western Pennsylvania. The exact location was a little known valley 
named Soap Hollow, right down the road from Gobbler’s Hollow and 
up the road from Moonshine Hollow. Many days were spent making up 
plays, exploring the creek, hunting mushrooms, swinging on grapevines, 
walking barefoot through the woods, picking berries and making maple 
syrup.

These adventures and teaching experiences in the Appalachian 
Mountains have inspired a life-long interest in folk traditions including 
storytelling, music, dance, oral histories, herbal remedies, crafts, 
ceramics, found object art, and beekeeping. If the truth be known, Kim 
is interested in many things except mud wrestling, team sports and 
reading technical manuals.

Kim’s Fun Facts

•	 Musician with over 150 instruments
•	 Welded a huge bottle tree out of 

rebar
•	 Made a hammered dulcimer
•	 Jumped out of an airplane
•	 Is a consummate doodler
•	 Memorable experiences in all 50 

states and 19 countries
•	 Sang jazz favorites in nursing and retirement centers
•	 Worked as a camp counselor, nurse’s aid, grocery store’s bakery 

department and a sample potato chip person.
•	 Collected and recorded hours of stories from family members and 

residents of Conemaugh Township in PA.

She lives by her mother’s philosophy:  
     “If you are having guests over, it is better to read a good book and be  
      good company than to have a clean oven.”

mailto:dr.dilly.dally@gmail.com
mailto:daltonrgregory@gmail.com
mailto:nself42@gmail.com
mailto:magana.sandra525@gmail.com
mailto:khculmer@aol.com
riverwoodtx3.gmail.com
mailto:sue.kuentz@gmail.com
mailto:jayemclaughlin@gmail.com
mailto:roubey@aol.com
mailto:bmyers2@austin.rr.com
mailto:karrcher1234@gmail.com
mailto:kimlehman123@gmail.com
mailto:mjbrundy@gmail.com
mailto:jhbickleburton@gmail.com
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TSA Awards
By Hank Roubicek

The Martha Nelson Special  
Services Award

Valerie Kimball
Perfect example of “above and 
beyond” recognition to TSA and 
to the storytelling community. 
Notable impact must be present 
as well as helping to enhance the visibility of TSA. 
This year’s recipient is a retired librarian who has 
indeed done it all, from encouraging our children to 
appreciate literature to delivering stories at senior 
centers. She is always there when needed.

The Marvin Brown Volunteer Award

Dean Keith 
Awarded to one who enhances 
the reputation of TSA in the 
greater Denton area and beyond– 
especially with work needing to 
be done in the TSA office, annual 
festival, and with our youth tellers. 
This year’s recipient isn’t only a terrific teller, but 
without whom we absolutely could not have had last 
year’s very successful virtual festival. His technical 
expertise helped us do everything from the complex 
to teaching some of us how to turn on a computer. 

The Finley Stewart Trailblazing 
Award

The Zula B Wylie Public Library
“This award goes to the pioneer among us for 
creating an innovative organization or venue that 
promotes storytelling while making use of our 
membership. I received this award a few years back 
and it was a proud moment in my life, and I hope it 
is for this year’s recipient – a setting that not only 
promoted exemplary storytelling instruction and 
programs for children and adults, but has been a 
2-time finalist for the National Arts and Humanities 
Youth Arts Program.” –– Toni Simmons, representing 
the Library

The Colson-Herndon Educator’s 
Award

Maryann Blue
Usually given at our conference, 

but we haven’t had one for a while 
and it’s an award to important 
to put off. The educator who 
mentors a person or group in the art of storytelling 
or teaching methods for using storytelling in a 
variety of disciplines, may be the most important 
human resource we have in our association because 
it demonstrates the depth and application of the 
power of story.

The John Henry Falk 
Award

Sue Kuentz
The most prestigious award 

given in the southwest, in the 
name of storytelling and given in 
honor of master storyteller and staunch defender 
of the First Amendment, John Henry Falk. The 
recipient must demonstrate tireless devotion to 
storytelling over significant time and have influenced 
the advancement of storytelling as both an art and 
profession in Texas. 
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TSA News

Tellers in the Schools
By Genie Hammel

Tellers in the Schools is a partnership between 
TSA’s storytelling community and the Denton ISD 
schools, with grants allowing our local, regional, 
and national storytellers into the schools at greatly 
reduced costs for the schools. This year TSA tellers 
told stories at eight Denton schools. Tellers that 
told their stories in the schools include Elizabeth 
Ellis, Sue Kuentz, Fran Stallings, Minetta Smith, Jaye 
McLaughlin, Dorayne Breedlove, Joe Hayes, and 
DeCee Cornish.

Here are some comments from the librarians and 
teachers in the schools: 

“School administrators and teachers were just as 
captivated as the students were. At each grade level, 
Elizabeth told stories that were just right to keep 
each age group’s attention.” 

“We all loved Joe Hayes so much! He had every 
grade level engrossed in his telling and all his books 
are checked out!” 

“Fran was very engaging! The kids really enjoyed 
her stories and said she was amazing!” 

“Thank you for a wonderful storytelling event with 
Minetta. Students in all grade levels loved listening to 
her stories.” 

“Sue was dynamic in her telling and shared stories 
from around the world, taking our students beyond 
Denton. What a treat! Now our students can see 
themselves as storytellers and know that we all have 
stories to tell!”

These comments make it easy to see that 
storytelling reaches the hearts and minds of 
students of all ages. 

Many thanks to the TSA Board for their part in 
providing funds for the storytelling experiences of 
the Denton schools!!! 

Volunteer Needed for Tellers in 
the Schools - TSA Program for 
Denton ISD 
by Rick Davis, TSA Vice President 

TSA needs a new volunteer coordinator/team 
leader for this successful educational outreach 
program; Tellers in the Schools - at Denton ISD. 

This is one of Tejas Storytelling Association’s 
most successful programs. Genie Hammel, our team 
leader and program manager is retiring from this role. 
TSA needs a new manager of this important effort, 
and we are reaching out to our general membership 
to find that right someone for this program going 
forward. You will work to connect Storytellers from 
TSA and local Guilds with the school. 

Tellers in the Schools offer professional 
storytellers and storytelling programs to pre-K 
through 12th grades in the Denton area - in their 
classrooms or libraries in half or full day sessions. 
As the team leader, you will connect the teller 
with the school. Look to the TSA Website for 
further information: https://tejasstorytelling.com/
tellers-in-the-schools/

The program is described with these entreating 
queries: “Need a holiday program for your school? 
Having problems with bullying? Want Texas history to 
come alive for your students? For more information 
about Tellers in the Schools, to discuss fees and fee 
waivers, or to book a storyteller, contact TSA directly 
at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com. The TSA website also 
offers a download: “Storytelling Extension Activities 
for the Classroom”.

Please consider taking on this important task. 
We need your skills here - and I thank you for your 
consideration. Contact Carol Barrow in the TSA 
Office in Denton with your interest. 

The office number is 940-380-9320. Email tsa@
tejasstorytelling.com. 

If the phone goes to the machine, please leave a 
message and she will return your call. 

https://tejasstorytelling.com/tellers-in-the-schools/
https://tejasstorytelling.com/tellers-in-the-schools/
mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
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TSA News
Announcements from the Membership Committee
By Jaye McLaughlin 

The membership committee gave out Tejas Storytelling Association membership cards to every member 
that came to the Festival. It has your name, renewal date or month and year and the mission of TSA on it. 
Those members that did not come to the festival will find yours in the snail mail packet that will be coming 
in later April. Also in that packet will be a flier for the “Forty Years of Texas Storytelling” a book in celebration 
of our 40 th year. Also there will be a flier if you or your guild would like to buy a Tribute Page. This is to help 
finance the printing of our book, but it is also to remember those that have added a significant part of 
spreading storytelling throughout Texas and beyond. The tribute might be a memorial to one who has passed 
on or to one who mentored you or your guild, whomever you might wish to be added to the book.

Another letter from the membership committee, is also on its way to let you know what activities we 
are undertaking to connect with our members. Last fall we were calling new members of TSA. We want to 
continue doing this to welcome our new members and let them know what TSA is busy doing. We are also 
wanting to collect birthdays of members - just the month and day. Please send an email with that information 
to jayemclaughlin@gmail.com and nself42@gmail.com . We are both on the Board and on the membership 
committee.

If you are a member who likes to chat with people or wants to do something from home for TSA, please 
email jayemclaughlin@gmail.com and let me know. We have over 300 members and that means a lot of phone 
calls and/or emails, and the more people involved the more we can do. We would appreciate you and your 
time to help the Membership committee, both recruit members as well as sharing the benefits of being a TSA 
member. I look forward to hearing of your birthday, month and day and also if you have time to help us stay in 
touch with our members! Thank you!

TSA’s Free Virtual Event Programs  
TSA continues FREE virtual events, via Zoom on May 6, 2023 

with the San Antonio Storytellers Association’s Workshop from 
Carolina Quiroga-Shultz: Redrafting a Tale: Let your body tell the 
story! 

Carolina will guide you through your story concentrating on 
characters, rhythms of your voice, body and gestures. Your story 
will come alive for your listeners and won’t soon be forgotten! 

This zoom link will be forwarded to all TSA Members, and SASA 
will also present the zoom link on their FaceBook page. The event 
will also be videoed, and uploaded to the TSA Youtube channel. 
TSA General Members will receive an email blast with that link 
about a week after the workshops held. 

The Virtual Events Program is focused on providing an accessible 
benefit to our full TSA membership, AND featuring our affiliated 
Guilds› storytelling events.  We continue to support these local 
guilds and their celebration of telling the story, in education at the 
local level, and training of each members’ voice in telling.

Carolina will guide you through your story
concentrating on characters, rhythms of your voice,
body and  gestures. Your story will come alive for
your listeners and won't soon be forgotten! 

 
S A S A  A N D  T S A  A R E  P R O U D  T O  B R I N G  Y O U

 A  F R E E ,  V I R T U A L  W O R K S H O P  
P R E S E N T E D   B Y  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T O R Y T E L L E R

Carolina Quiroga-Stultz 
 
 

S A T U R D A Y ,  M A Y  6 ,  2 0 2 3
 1 0 : 0 0 a m  -  2 : 0 0 p m  C S T

M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  b e  s e n t  o u t  t o  T S A  m e m b e r s

Redrafting a Tale:

https://www.carolinastoryteller.com/

 
Let your body tell the story!

 

mailto:jayemclaughlin@gmail.com
mailto:nself42@gmail.com
mailto:jayemclaughlin@gmail.com
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Submitted by Dalton Gregory, TSA Treasurer

The financial position of the Tejas Storytelling Association is 
sound and healthy. Each month the Board of Directors receives 
monthly financial reports, bank statements, and a summary of 
financial activity provided by the Treasurer.

The table below will give a picture of the Association’s financial 
situation over a five-year period.

2023 
projected

2022 2021 2020 2019

Revenue $150,737 $101,813 $123,275 $122,079 $122,143

Expenses $151,337 $105,861 $94,835 $120,027 $138,694

Net -$600 -$4,048 $28,439 $2,051 -$16,551

Ending Balance $64,630 $65,230 $71,143 $41,592 $23,394

It may be helpful to know the sources of the Association’s income.

Average 2022 2021 2020 2019

Donations 7.5% 12% 7% 7% 4%

Membership 6.5% 8% 6% 6% 6%

Grants 62.5% 67% 66% 64% 54%

Earned Income 23.5% 13% 21% 23% 37%

For most years, grants come from four 
sources. City of Denton Hotel Occupancy 
Taxes is the largest grant source. So 
be sure to let the hotel staff know why 
you are here and be sure to complete 
any survey’s you might get so we can 
demonstrate how the festival puts 
“heads in beds.” The Texas Commission 
on the Arts has several grants that we 
tap. The City of Denton also has grants 
for city sponsorships including the 
Parks and Recreation Department and 
the Library System. The Denton Benefit 
League has also been a consistent 
supporter for the festival.

A special thanks goes to Valerie 
Kimbell who has written our grant 
applications and done all the follow up 
reports. We are also grateful to Elizabeth 
Ellis who has administered the HOT fund 
grant for more than 15 years. Consider 
this, 62.5% of the association’s income 
has resulted from the dedicated efforts 
of Valerie and Elizabeth.

Annual Members Meeting Treasurer’s Report

Guild News
San Antonio Storytellers 
Association 
By Sue Kuentz

The San Antonio Storytellers Association meets 
virtually online the first Wednesday of every month 
and you are invited to either share a tale eight 
minutes or less or come enjoy listening to the stories! 
Our website is www.sanantoniostorytellers.com and 
you can find us on Facebook.

SASA is excited to partner up with TSA to bring you 
a free, virtual workshop presented by international 
storyteller Carolina Quiroga- Stultz on May 6 from 
10:00am - 12:00pm CST. Carolina›s Workshop is 
titled «Redrafting a Tale: Let your body tell the 
story!» Carolina is a master at transforming herself 
into various characters in a story just by adjusting 

her body and facial movements along with voice 
inflections. We›ll all learn so much from her! TSA will 
send out more information to all members soon. 

North 40 
By Minetta Smith

North 40 members enjoyed being part of the 
festival in Denton. How great it was to actually be 
together again. Congratulation to our Dean Keith 
who received the Marvin Brown Volunteer award. 
Dean is always willing to help so it was well deserved. 
Beth Ayers placed second in the Story Slam and 
was fourth in the Poetry event. Well done Beth! 
Michael Brundy was everywhere as he directed the 
volunteers and served as host for the Quakertown 
story concert.

Continued...

www.sanantoniostorytellers.com
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Bits and Pieces

Minetta Smith enjoyed being part of the Tellers 
in the School project by telling stories at Stephens 
Elementary in March. What a great program Tejas 
provides for the students. She did two programs for 
Alpha Delta Kappa. One was in person and one was 
via zoom to a chapter in Massachusetts. In April we 
will be meeting via zoom. If you would like the link 
email msbooklady@sbcglobal.net

Houston Storytellers Guild 
The boldest storytelling guild in the biggest city in 

the biggest state (we still do not include Alaska) will 
hold the hugest Liar’s contest you have ever heard! 

The 2023 Houston Storytellers Guild Liars Contest 
(virtual) will be held May 18, 2023 from 7-8:30 p.m. 
(central time) If you would like to compete for the 
(cash) prizes, you must be an Houston Storytellers 
Guild member – or become one - and e-mail your 
interest to our president Michael Winters (mw@
drmwinters.com) The first 8 HSG members to 
contact Michael will be entered in the contest - so 
enter soon!. If you love to listen to lies, make sure 
to tune in! (Pay-what-you-want). More information 
will be on our website soon. https://www.
houstonstorytellers.org 

The 104th annual meeting of the Texas Folklore Society took place April 
6-8 in Waco. The Society, founded in 1909 by John Avery Lomax and Leonides 
Warren Payne Jr., is actually 114 years old but did not have meetings during 
some of the war years and, most recently, during the pandemic.

A major sponsor of the 2023 Texas Storytelling Festival, the Society signed 
up a number of attendees as members and counts among its current leaders president emeritus Donna 
Ingham, vice president Mary Ann Blue, and new board member Bernadette Nason.

One of the highlights of every annual meeting is the nightly hootenanny bringing together a mix of music, 
recitations, and storytelling. Just our kind of entertainment!

The 2024 TFS annual meeting will be in San Antonio March 28-30. For more information about TFS and how 
to become a member, go to https://texasfolkloresociety.org.

We All Are Riding on the Marrakech Express
By David Thompson

Congratulations David Thompson for being one of the tellers at this festival!

February 12 – 19, 2023. Morocco. Marrakech, the Red City. The Second Marrakech 
International Storytelling Festival under the Royal Patronage of His Majesty, King 
Mohammed VI, may God assist him. There were 87 tellers from the 5 continents. 
Languages: French, English, Darija, Spanish, Irish, Amazigh and more. People. Smells 
(some not quite so nice). History. Culture. Telling Stories. Simultaneous assault on the 
five senses. 100 schools. 
3000 students. World 

record for continual storytelling – 50+ hours. 
Laughter. Song. Dancing in the square. Telling 
stories. Meeting ZOOM friends in person. Sharing 
techniques and critiques. Performance cafes, good 
food, great coffee. Telling stories. Sarah Lloyd-

mailto:msbooklady@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mw@drmwinters.com
mailto:mw@drmwinters.com
https://www.houstonstorytellers.org
https://www.houstonstorytellers.org
https://texasfolkloresociety.org
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Winder, Maria Gillen, Baba-C, Norman, Bob, John, 
Kamil, Reza, Mohammed, Rona, Veronica, Hamid, 
and so many more. “Hey!! Hey!! Come!! Come see 
my wares!!” -> adventures into the souk, the bazaar. 
Telling stories with shop keepers. Drinking exquisite 
coffee or mint tea. Couscous, kebabs, fresh fruit, 
pomegranate juice. Keeping hydrated. Walking to 
the Riad Les Yeux Bleu for Irish-North American 
Night. Getting lost and found in the bazaar. Gentle, 
helpful, warm people. Telling stories. News coverage. 
Interviews with the press. “Where are you from? Tell 
me about the Festival and how you feel about it?” 
The Grand Procession of the Hakawatis (Storytellers) 
through the old souk and into the main square, the 
Jemaa El-Fna. Drums, qarkabeb (Moroccan hand 
cymbals), trilling, singing, dancing. 300 people in 

the grand procession. Dancing in the square. Telling 
stories. Feasting and dancing in the desert. Camels 
and night skies and dancing, oh my!! British, Irish, 
Indian, or Greek ambassador at your banquet table 
sharing stories and concerns, even jokes. Language 
interpreter laughing so hard at “Big Foot Wallace 
and the Hickory Nuts” he had to stop and catch 
his breath. Middle to high school students learning 
“Little Bunny Froo-Froo” with hand gestures and 
giggling, laughing, and getting confused. “Wind 
Wagon Smith” is now sailing the Northern African 
desert sky. Coming home. Telling customs agent why 
you were in Morocco. “Cool!” is his reply. Home to 
Austin and my bed. So many stories to tell. So many 
friends. So many experiences.

Storytelling Calendar

IN PERSON
April 22 – Waco, TX
Porch Tales an Annual Spring Storytelling Event 
2:00 – 4:00 PM
Featuring David Thompson
Good Neighbor House, 2301 Colcord, Waco, TX
Outdoor fun, hot dogs, popcorn, lemonade, family 
fun!  Free
Sponsored by the Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild

October 21 – Waco, TX
Oakwood Cemetery’s Walking Tales
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Interpreters stationed throughout this historic 
cemetery will share stories about the life and times 
of renowned, legendary and infamous people laid to 
rest there.
Free
For more information contact Vivian Rutherford at 
254-717-1763
Sponsored by the Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild

March 7 – 10, 2024 – Denton, Texas
Texas Storytelling Festival (39th Annual)
Featuring: Donald Davis, Nestor Gomez, Fran 
Stallings, and Kathy Culmer

Get free advertising for your events. Submit your event for the Texas Coop Power Calendar.   
https://texascooppower.com/events/

https://texascooppower.com/events/
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Storytelling Calendar
VIRTUAL – Special Events
May 6 
Workshop: Redrafting a Tale:  
Let your body tell the story!” 
10:00 – 12:00 noon CST 
Presenter: Carolina Quiroga- Stultz
Sponsored by San Antonio Storytellers and Tejas 
Storytelling Association

May 18 
Houston Storytellers Guild Liars Contest
7:00 – 8:30 PM CST
If you would like to compete for the (cash) prizes, 
you must be an Houston Storytellers Guild member 
– or become one - and e-mail your interest to 
our president Michael Winters (mw@drmwinters.
com)  The first 8 HSG members to contact Michael 
will be entered in the contest - so enter soon!  If you 
love to listen to lies, make sure to tune in!
Donations accepted. 
https://www.houstonstorytellers.org 

July 
Beginning storytelling workshop 
TBA

VIRTUAL GUILD MEETINGS
Central Texas Storytelling Guild
Second Tuesday of each month
6:30 p.m. CST
Contact: David Thompson at
belstories@yahoo.com

Doc Moore Storytelling Guild
Third Thursday of each month
5:30 – 7:00 pm CST
Email Tim and request to be added to the email list. 
You will recieve a link the day before meeting.
Contact: Tim Tingle,
timtingle@hotmail.com

Dallas Storytelling Guild
Second Wednesday of each month
7:00–9:00 pm CST
www.DallasStorytelling.org
Contact: Peggy Helmick-Richardson, 214-321-9791, 
twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net

Houston Storytellers Guild
HSG monthly Story Swaps on Zoom
Fourth Tuesday of each month
7:00-8:30 p.m. CST
Description: Bring a story to share or come to listen.
Sign up for our e-letter or visit our website to learn 
more about our weekly radio show, meetings, 
upcoming performances, workshops and events. 
http://www.houstonstorytellers.org

The North 40 Storytelling Guild 
The group meets virtually once each quarter.
Contact: Minetta Smith, msbooklady@sbcglobal.net 
for zoom link information.

Rockwall Storytelling Guild
Fourth Tuesday of each month
6:00 pm CST
Live and virtual
rockwallstorytelling@gmail.com
Contact: Viveca Deanes, 334-552-0748

San Antonio Storytelling Guild
First Wednesday of each month
7:00 - 8:00pm CST
Zoom Link is sent out to members and Facebook 
Messenger
Bring a short story to share or come to listen. All are 
welcome. Family friendly!
https://www.sanantoniostorytellers.com
Like us on Facebook -San Antonio Storytellers

mailto:mw@drmwinters.com
mailto:mw@drmwinters.com
https://www.houstonstorytellers.org
mailto:belstories@yahoo.com
mailto:timtingle@hotmail.com
www.DallasStorytelling.org
mailto:twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net
http://www.houstonstorytellers.org
mailto:msbooklady@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rockwallstorytelling@gmail.com
https://www.sanantoniostorytellers.com
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The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter 
published by the Tejas Storytelling 
Association.
Kim Lehman, editor 
Karen Wollscheid, production 
Contributors: varies for each issue
Tejas Teller submission deadline is the 
last Friday of the month of each calendar 
quarter end: March, June, September, and 
December. 
General news items can be sent to the 
editor at kimlehman123@gmail.com
Currently the Tejas Teller is being 
distributed electronically to email 
addresses stored with TSA membership 
records. If you would like a printed copy 
of the newsletter, please notify the TSA 
Office at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com.

214 W. Hickory St. 
Denton, TX 76201

DONATIONS
We need your support in our mission of 

storytelling. Please send your tax deductible 
donation in support of storytelling and our mission 
in this region. Thank you!

CHECK: Mail your donation check to TSA, 214 W. 
Hickory St., Denton, TX 76201.

ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations

MEMBERSHIP
If you are not a member, come and join our 

storytelling family and friends in our region. We can 
spread the tradition and the power of storytelling. All 
are welcome; every member is important, whether 
story listener, storyteller, or story lover.

Even if you took some time off or have been a 
member in the past, we would love have you back!

Membership Categories: (Yearly)
Individual: ........................................$35
Family: ..............................................$60
Organization: .................................. $75
Youth (age 18 and younger):........$10

»» CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application 
found on our website under the Membership 
tab and mail with your check or credit card 
information to TSA, 214 W. Hickory St., Denton, 
TX 76201.

»» PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940-
380-9320. We will return your call, answer 
your questions, and record your credit card 
information for billing.

»» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/
Membership

TSA’s mission is to foster an appreciation of 
storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art, 
and an educational tool. Our members are a vital 
part in making this mission succeed. We need you!

Storytelling Event Free Advertising
Submit your event on our webpage for all to see! 

You can list your Affiliate Guild events on the Tejas 
Storytelling Association’s website yourself.

Simply go to http://www.tejasstorytelling.com 
and click on Submit Event Listing under the Event 

Calendar tab in the top menu. 
If you submit early enough, it will go into our next 
newsletter. This is just one of the services offered 

by the Tejas Storytelling Association.
https://tejasstorytelling.com/events

Don’t miss any of the Facebook and Twitter 
posts highlighting storytellers, concerts and 

activities at the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Like us! Become a friend! Share!
https://facebook.com/tejasstorytellingassociation 
https://facebook.com/texasstorytellingfestival 

https://twitter.com/tejastales

Tejas Storytelling Association 
Non-Discrimination and Social Justice 
Policy

The Tejas Storytelling Association is organized 
and operates with the purpose of seeking out 
and encouraging audiences and storytellers 
from diverse backgrounds. We firmly commit 
our organization to equality, fairness, safety, and 
justice for all. Whenever and wherever we gather, 
we commit to providing a safe and inclusive 
environment.

We oppose acts of discrimination, harassment, 
hate, or violence against groups or persons 
based on age, race, ethnicity or nationality, color, 
religious belief, gender, sexual orientation or gender 
identification, health or physical disability, and 
experience. We oppose injustice and oppression in 
whatever forms they might take.

We commit our organization to operate in a way 
that represents the best practices of environmental 
stewardship.

mailto:kimlehman123@gmail.com
mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Membership
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Membership
http://www.tejasstorytelling.com
https://tejasstorytelling.com/events
https://facebook.com/tejasstorytellingassociation
https://facebook.com/texasstorytellingfestival 
https://twitter.com/tejastales

