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R is for Risk

By Elizabeth Ellis

Recently at the Latin Grammys Angela Alvarez
was awarded Best New Artist. She is 95 years
old. | will give you a moment to think about
that! She didn’t just win an award as an artist.
She received the award for the best NEW artist.
Kinda takes your breath away, doesn’t it?

As a young woman, Angela wanted to have
a career as a singer and songwriter. Her Cuban
Father forbade it. So, for years she shared her
music only with her family. Her grandson, film
composer Carlos Jose Alvarez, asked her about
her dreams as a young girl and arranged for her
to do her first public concert at age 91.

Angela Alvarez knows what she is talking
about when she says to others, “l promise you, it
is never too late.”

| am sure that this accomplishment took
some courage on Angela’s part. | imagine it
was scary and that she had to deal with a lot
of people’s prejudices about older people and
their abilities. Some of those folks may have
been part of her own family. But she didn’t let
anybody else’s opinions stand in her way.

We just started a brand new year. There is lots
of talk about resolutions. This is a time of year
when you hear a lot about physical fitness. But
what about “dream fitness”? Never heard of that
before? That’s alright, | just made the term up. It
makes sense to me that we would have a way to
say that.

Continued on Page 5 ...
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Everyone loves a good story!

Texas Storytelling Festival

Hear personal stories, ghost stories, a liars contest,
sacred tales, youth activities, a story slam, poetry slam,
music, and so much more. In addition, participants can
attend workshops to hone their own storytelling skills.

Schedule, bios, workshops, master classes, information
and registration information can be found at https://
tejasstorytelling.com/festival

A weekend pass includes: 15 storytelling concerts, 9
workshops, 3 music concerts, 1 poetry SLAM, 4 youth
activities and over 50 storytellers! Early bird deadline is
February 23. Individual event tickets are $10.

Our Featured Tellers:

Sheila Arnold depicts historical characters and
presents Christian monologues along with a variety of
stories and folktales.

Elizabeth Ellis is a National Storytelling Festival favorite
known for her memorable personal stories.

Colin Urwin shares traditional Irish and Scottish folk
tales and songs.

Joe Hayes is a nationally recognized teller of
Southwestern folktales from the Hispanic, Native
American and Anglo cultures.

Bernadette Nason is known for her personal memoirs
along with other stories and folktales.

Continued on Page 2 ...
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Festival ... continued

Master Classes — Sunday, March 12 ¢ 9:00-11:00am

Master classes are two hour intensive workshops to learn ways to hone storytelling skills from national and
international storytellers. Continuing education credits will be given for each master class attended. The cost
of these workshops is not included in full festival tickets. Each workshop is $40.

Something Old — Something New: A Story-
Making Workshop

Presenter: Colin Urwin
Facilitator: Rick Davis

The old rhyme finishes with... something borrowed,
something blue and a silver sixpence in her shoe, and
it provides the perfect metaphor for the process
Colin often uses to forge his stories that sound as if
they’ve been around for millennia. The “something
borrowed” can be family anecdotes or scraps of
folklore; “something blue” might be thought of as
a memory or emotion, and not necessarily sad but
joyous too; the “;silver sixpence” will be represented
by artefacts that participants may find inspirational,
even magical... weaving these strands together
or just following one, Colin will guide workshop
participants through a process of creation in which
“Something Old” and perhaps ill-defined can be
reshaped and reimagined and turned into a wonder
tale that is not just “Something New” but eminently
tellable.

Colin Urwin described as
“keeping alive the tradition of
the Seanchai,” is a folk singer,
songwriter and storyteller from
Ireland. As well as his self-

4 penned stories drawn from the
local legend and folklore of his
beloved Glens of Antrim, Colin tells many traditional
Irish and Scottish folk tales. https://colinurwin.com/

Exploring Memoir: Telling Your Own Tales

Presenter: Bernadette Nason
Facilitator: Valerie Kimble

Everyone has a story; it’s time to find and
share yours! Rediscover, reclaim, and explore
your memories. Analyze the reasons for writing
a memoir and presenting personal tales. Discuss
the importance of memory-keeping tools. Learn
how to create a time-line to structure your work.
Create prompts to shake up your memories. Work
on exercises to reactivate your brain and revive
your life experiences. Come away with ideas on
where to share your personal stories, whether on
the stage or on the page. During the course of this
inspiring and informative master-class, Bernadette
will share anecdotes, both for entertainment and for
demonstration purposes.

Bernadette Nason is a storyteller/
actor/author, acclaimed for
multicultural folktales and
presentations about her life/travels.
She’s reqgularly seen in regional
theatre, receiving the Austin Critics’
Award for Conspicuous Versatility.
She appeared in “Miss Congeniality” and was 2017’s
Biggest Liar in Texas. She’s published two memoirs.
https://bernadettenason.com/

Stop! It’s a Silent Auction

What you are doing right this minute and start gathering the things you will bring to put in the silent
auction at the Festival. That necklace you are tired of, the puppet that never fit your hand, the jacket you
have “out grown”. Remember that one person’s ceiling is another person’s floor! What you don’t want or
don’t have room for anymore may delight some other teller. And don’t forget to bring your checkbook
and credit cards to the festival. There is gonna be some great stuff you’ll want to take home with you!
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Festival ... continued

Come to Denton, Stay Awhile!
By Janet Bickel-Burton

The festival Team has been
working on thousands of
details (big and small) since  FE¥ET
June 2022. As the March 9-12, [
2023 Festival time nears,
we’re excited to see you
soon! Springhill Suites Denton returns as the Texas
Storytelling Festival’s host hotel. Rates available
Tuesday, March 7-14 so you can come early and stay
extra to enjoy Denton and the Festival! To receive
these great rates, reserve online or call the hotel by
February 23. At these rates, the rooms will fill up fast!

Springhill Suites Reservations
1434 Centre Place Drive, Denton Texas 76205
940-383-4100

$99/night for King Suite
$102/night for Double/2 Queen Beds

Book online: http://tiny.cc/StorytellingFestivalHotel

or

Phone: Call 940-383-4100 to
Reserve Room.

Use Discount Code: STASTAA
(group rate)

Group Name: TX STORYTELLING

If the block of rooms is already booked, please let
the hotel know you are with the Festival when you
register. The organization receives benefits for all the
rooms that are booked for the Festival.

Amenities: free breakfast, free parking, restaurant
on site, high-speed internet. Rooms include a sofa
bed. Ask for ADA room if needed.

Many Hands Lighten the Work

What is a great way to meet new people, make
new friends and contribute to the success of the
festival? The answer is by volunteering to help at the
festival!

The festival operates best with 100+ volunteers.

Volunteers are needed to help in the following
activities:

« Concessions

+ Silent Auction needs helpers to receive items
and conclude purchases.

+ Story Store (Late teens or adults with the ability
to calculate costs and handle money.)
Registration - stuff packets, help at the desk.

+ Teller Hospitality - includes drivers for airport
and local transportation.

With five catered meals, need 4-6 servers

per meal to speed up food lines, verify meat/
vegan meal tickets, and put leftovers in kitchen.
Gloves provided.

+ Wrangle tables and chairs for one or all meals.

+ Green Room host/hostess to refill snacks and
drinks + coffee 2-3 times a day for tellers.

+ Saturday’s youth lunch needs 4 pizza servers.
Gloves provided.

What about doing Blue Bell ice cream social
preparations?

+ Set-up and Breakdown:

Set-up, arrange and take down chairs/tables
+ Unpack and pack boxes
+ Move boxes from and to storage

Other grunt work

+ Provide a truck (pick-up or larger) to transport
supplies and equipment from and to storage on
Thursday and Sunday.

+ Do you have ASL (American Sign Language)
skills? Can you help our Deaf attendees get
answers to festival questions or welcome them
with a friendly chat?

Supervision and guidance will be provided.
Whether two hours or twenty, you can contribute to
the success of your Festival.

Fill out the volunteer form online at https://tinyurl.
com/dtbkckes or select the area of your choice and
contact Michael Brundy - email: mjbrundy@gmail.
com, phone: 214-929-4290
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Festival ... continued

Interested in being considered for our Story and our Poetry SLAM?
Now is the time to sign up!

Story Slam!

Saturday 10:00-11:15 am

Free admission - Denton Woman'’s Club Building
Theme: | Remember

Emcee: Michael Guinn

Story slams are events that celebrate storytelling
by inviting participants to share brief stories with an
audience. Participants deliver the stories verbally
and stories are limited to 5 minutes. Then the judges
will score them on a scale of 0.1to 10 based on the
originality, content, and performance of their story.
You can use music or props.

After each teller tells their story, judges will be
asked to write their scores down on a dry erase
board and on the count of 1-2-3 give their scores. The
winner will receive a cash prize and trophy.

Story Slam Sign Up:
https://forms.gle/YSwWTKkkwe3V5S1LX9

Sign up to be in a drawing. Ten people will be
chosen to participate.

Questions? Contact Michael Guinn at (972) 704-
5001 or Tejas Storytelling Association at tsa@
tejasstorytelling.com

Poetry Slam!

Saturday 11:15-12:15 am
Free admission - Denton Woman’s Club Building
Emcee: Michael Guinn

This Poetry or spoken word competition gives
participants three minutes with a 20-second grace
period to recite or read one original, powerful
poem or spoken word piece. The judges will score
the participants on a scale of 0.1 to 10 based upon
originality, content, and performance of your poem.
The person with the highest score is the Tejas Poetry
Slam Champion and will receive a cash prize and
trophy.

Poetry Slam Sign Up:
https://forms.gle/ReUbkrmiQrTZ8ZfN6

Sign up if you are interested in participating. We
will contact you and let you know if there is space for
you in the slam.

Questions? Contact Michael Guinn at (972) 704-
5001 or Tejas Storytelling Association at tsa@
tejasstorytelling.com

Be a Festival Sponsor!

Support storytelling for our 38th year! Your
donation is tax deductible.

You can become a sponsor when you register for
the festival at:
https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/event-5102575
or go to https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations and
choose Festival Sponsor in the drop down menu.

Any amount is welcome. All sponsors will be listed
in the festival program and on our website.

Community Sponsor $ 30 - $99
Copper Level - Sponsor $100 - $249

« 4 concert tickets

Bronze Level - Program Sponsor $250 - $499
+ 1festival weekend pass
Silver Level-Teller Sponsor- $500 - $749

+ Logo and listing on our website as a Silver
Sponsor

+ Logo and listing in our printed festival program
+ 2 festival passes
Gold Level - Stage Sponsor $750 or $999

+ Logo and listing on our website as a Gold Level
Sponsor

+ Logo and listing in our printed festival program
+ Logo on our festival graphics

+ 3festival passes
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R is for Risk ... Continued from Page 1

Following a dream takes courage. It means being
willing to take risks. It is a basic law of the universe
that what we use multiplies and grows. What we do
not use begins to atrophy.

In other words, courage is a muscle. If you don’t
use it, it becomes flabby and weak.

If there is something you dreamed of doing, now is
the time to achieve it. Whatever it may be, it will take
courage and work. A dream always involves courage
and work. No one ever accomplishes their dream
without taking risks.

The amazing thing about risk is that every single
one you take has transfer value. Any risk you take in
one area of your life strengthens your courage and
makes it easier to be courageous in other areas of
your life. Even the smallest ones you take make a
difference.

If it will help get you started, feel free to take small
steps at first. Learn some new stories. Choose some
that are different than the ones you already tell.
Maybe you have a story that’s been stuck in your
throat for a long time. Gather your courage and begin
the process of developing it to share with the world.

Perhaps you are terrified of telling to children. Or
adults. Or, oh gosh, teenagers! Now’s a perfect time

to look for opportunities to share your stories with
those audiences you have previously shied away
from.

You may want to find venues that allow your telling
to larger audiences. That takes courage, but the
experience will be well worth the effort.

| don’t know what your dream may be. | am
working on telling an ancient Greek play as a folktale.
How will that turn out? It’s too soon to know.
However, | know that | will feel more alive for having
tried it.

Twenty-four years ago, my cousin Nancy
complimented my new suitcase. | told her it was a
gift from the Dallas Storytelling Guild to celebrate my
twenty years as a professional storyteller.

Nancy said, “You were so brave to do that all those
years ago!”

To which I replied, “All the years | have been out
on the road telling stories, your brother has been in
Nashville trying to sell his songs. He’s never sold one
yet, and he’s never stopped trying. Nancy, I’'m not the
brave one.”

My comfort zone is a nice place to visit, but |
wouldn’t want to live there!

Meet the Board

Karen Archer of San Antonio

Karen is relatively new to

- storytelling, arriving by way of
Toastmasters. Years ago, when she
completed her first Toastmaster
manual, she knew she would need

' something to break her dependence
on notes and reading her speeches. She nervously
opened the Storytelling manual and she’s been
hooked ever since.

E ‘i.

For Karen, almost everything is about balance. The
structure and discipline of speeches balanced with
the creativity of storytelling provides a good mix
for delivering messages. Left brain and right brain

balanced together. Her job with a large technology
firm exercises her left brain, storytelling provides
opportunity to exercise her imaginative, right brain
self and keep balance.

Storytelling as a hobby started for Karen when
she transferred with her job from Colorado to San
Antonio in 2016. She joined San Antonio Storytellers
the same year. During the pandemic, she virtually
joined the Houston Storytellers Guild. She now
serves on the boards of both organizations. The
virtual world has also allowed Karen to join Territory
Tellers in Oklahoma.

These associations have opened many doors
for Karen to learn the craft of storytelling. Closely
observing experienced storytellers’ techniques has
Continued on Page 6 ...
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2022-2023 TSA Governing Board

David Claunch, President
drdilly.dally@gmail.com

Dalton Gregory, Treasurer
daltonrgregory@gmail.com

Nancy Self, Secretary
nself42@gmail.com

Sandra Aguirre-Magana

magana.sandra525@gmail.com

Kathy Culmer
khculmer@aol.com

Rick Davis
riverwoodtx3.gmail.com

Elizabeth Ellis
storyellis9@gmail.com

Sue Kuentz
sue.kuentz@gmail.com

Jaye McLaughlin
jayemclaughlin@gmail.com
Hank Roubicek
roubey@aol.com

Brooks Myers
bmyers2@austin.rr.com

Karen Archer
karrcher1234@gmail.com

Kim Lehman
kimlehman123@gmail.com

Michael Brundy
mjbrundy@gmail.com

Janet Bickel-Burton
jhbickleburton@gmail.com

Mission Statement:

Tejas Storytelling Association is a
non-profit organization dedicated to
fostering the appreciation of storytelling
as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

From the TSA President

by David Claunch

As the Tejas Storytelling Association emerges like a phoenix from
the ashes of the global pandemic of COVID, we find ourselves with
many openings and opportunities for folks to volunteer and serve our
Association:

Festival Volunteers: We have many opportunities for all sorts of skills,
interests, and abilities. If you have the desire, we have a place for you!
Click here: https://tinyurl.com/dtbkckes

TSA Committee and Team Members: We have many opportunities for
all sorts of skills, interests, and abilities. If you have the desire, we have
a place for you! Contact me at president@tejasstorytelling.com or Rick
Davis at vp@tejasstorytelling.com

TSA Summer Conference Committee: We have restructured this
committee. The oversight and leadership will be a function of the Tejas
Storytelling Association. We will also have committee members from
a guild local to the location of the Summer Conference. We will have a
2024 Summer Conference. The time and location are to be determined!
Please contact me at president@tejasstorytelling.com to see how your
talents can be best put to use to serve the Association.

Your local guild: There are many opportunities for all sorts of skills,
interests, and abilities. If have the desire, your local guild has a place for
you!

Meet the Board ... Continued from Page 5

been an excellent teacher. More than once she has heard “How do you
become a better storyteller? By telling stories!” She is so grateful for the
opportunities to observe, learn and practice in the supportive groups of
storytellers.

Serving on the Tejas Storytelling Association board is another way of
enjoying balance. TSA is giving Karen more opportunities to grow as a
storyteller. Blending her strong organizational (left brain!) skills with the
creative stretching (right brain!) of all the exciting things happening in
TSA is a good mix. She looks forward to seeing how she will contribute
to TSA, while growing in the partnership.
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TSA News

Life Transitions

By Karen Archer

In its almost 40 years, TSA
has enjoyed a rich history. This is LIFE
because of our members and we TRANSITIONS
don’t want to lose track of our
members.

But as often happens, we sometimes lose touch
with each other. The Membership Renewal and
Retention Committee wants to help all of us keep
up with each other. If you are friends or family of
TSA members, especially longtime members who
are no longer as active, please help us keep up with
them. Let us know of milestones, celebrations, and
transitions. We want to honor them and all they have
given to TSA.

This includes birthdays! If you know a member
who would be delighted to receive a birthday card
from their friends at TSA, let us know about that too.

Contact the TSA office:
(940) 380-9320
tsa@tejasstorytelling.com

We will publish a little reminder in each newsletter
Thank you for helping us all stay connected with
each other!
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Elizabeth Beamon and Ann Coleman entertained
after school kids for Denton Parks and Recreation.

Storage Unit Inventoried
and Organized!

By Janet Bickel-Burton

We are grateful for TSA Board members and hard
workers who helped clean, inventory, and organize
TSA’s storage unit for nearly 3 hours.

i “ X
How It Ended. All finished ... for now

All items neatly organized by festival areas: Stage,
Story Store, Silent Auction, concessions, teller
hospitality, and more. We’re ready to move it to
the Civic Center. Takes thousands of steps to plan,
contact folks, and get ready for the festival. Now it’s
nearly here in a few short weeks!

Thank you for the storage unit inventory and
cleanup work team of Elizabeth Ellis, Steve, Carol
Barrow, Jaye McLaughlin, and Janet Bickel-Burton,
and Wilgus Burton. Steve was the“muscle man”
behind moving all those boxes out and back into
their places! Yes, we discarded all old food items!
Next, is making shopping lists. Lots of sore muscles
went into this nearly three hours of lifting and
organizing boxes!
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TSA News

TEXAS

FOLKL
SOCIETY

Storytelling and folklore, if not synonymous,
are close enough to suggest that storytelling folks
should think about attending the Texas Folklore
Society’s 2023 annual meeting in Waco April 6-9,
only a month after the Texas Storytelling Festival in
Denton.

RE

Several Tejas Storytelling Association members are
TFS members as well, with Mary Ann Blue and Donna
Ingham currently serving on the TFS board, Ingham
as president. In addition to hearing informative
and entertaining presentations about Texas
folklore, attendees can listen to and participate in
nightly hootenannies featuring music, stories, and
poems. The host hotel is the Hilton Waco. For more
information about the Society and the meeting, see
www.texasfolkloresociety.org

Note: The Texas Folklore Society is a sponsor for
this year’s Festival!

TSA Storytellers in
Video and Audio

By Hank Roubicek

Want to hear some storytellers? Go to www.
houstonstorytellers.org, then to Radio Show. Look for
storytellers from Meyerland Middle School, Exchange
students, and other school entities. Also all shows
on “So, What’s Your Story?” on KPFT Houston are
catalogued on the Houston Storytellers Guild site.

Specific tellers in TSA have Moth YouTube. Go to
YouTube and type the teller’'s name followed by the
Moth: A few Names of members seen on YouTube/
The Moth: Warren Holleman, Michael Winters, Erik
Heen, Hank Roubicek, just to name a few.

The Story Voice is a podcast which showcases
many TSA members. It’s a podcast | do to cover more
“National Ground” than So What’s Your Story?

San Antonio Storytellers
Association (SASA)

by Sue Kuentz

Many of you know long time SASA members Susan
and Charlie Whipple. We received the sad news
today that Charlie has passed away. The following
is from an email message from SASA President Sue
Kuentz:

“I received a call this morning from Susan Whipple
that her husband Charlie passed away in hospice care.
She has loved ones around her and she is doing fine
but she asks for prayers and loving thoughts for the
wonderful life that Charlie led. We were graced with
both Susan and Charlie through the years in wonderful
stories and cowboy poetry.

“Susan said she is hoping there will be a funeral this

Sunday, Nov. 20 at the Porter Loring on Austin Hwy in
San Antonio, but that has not been confirmed. She is
making arrangements with their Rabbi.

“For sympathy cards, here is their address in Boerne:
208 Leatherleaf, Boerne, TX 78006

Email: grandmalovesplants2@gmail.com

“We’ll certainly miss sweet Charlie!”

SASA You Tube

Our SASA Story Night Videos are up on YouTube.
In case you were busy with holiday festivities or just
couldn’t make it to our Story Nights, here’s the link to
our SASA YouTube page so you can “subscribe” to our
channel and watch both the December and January
videos at your leisure. Go to:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCzkwY8MIVVkCpUD-GUpJ Vw
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Houston Storytellers Guild

By Hank Roubicek

Happy New Year! Along with health, peace, and
contentment, why not wish to make Mondays more
fun? Your Wish is Granted! Our Magic Monday Fund
Raising Concert is February 6, 7:.00-8:30PM CST.

A Glittering Star-Studded Concert guaranteed to
be memorable and short enough so we “seasoned”
folks can hit the sack early and youngins’ won’t have
time to get bored.

Virtual Event:

HSG’s “We Need Your Support” Fund Raising Concert
Cost: “Pay What You Want”

Procedure: Go to www.houstonstorytellers.org and
see special webpage for the concert

Provide name and email, then “Pay What you Want”
(PayPal, CC)

Trish (our web master) will send you a receipt and you
will receive the zoom link before the concert.

Everyone Has a Life: So, if you cannot zoom in
on February 6 but wish to help HSG crawl out of
financial worry, please donate and we will send you a
video recording of the concert.

A Superb Variety of Stories and Styles await you in
this curated line up of celebrated and glamorous (no
hyperbole) tellers:

+ Toni Simmons

+ Loren Niemi

+ Darlene Dufour

+ Brendan Bourque-Sheil

+ Leona Hoegsberg

+ Rabbi Seymour Rossel

+ Warren Holleman

+ Who knows, maybe a surprise?
* ..and hosted by Hank Roubicek

Please join us at our HSG Story Swaps. We meet
the 4th Tuesday of every month. Get the link under
“events” on our site. And please tune into our show:
“So, What’s Your Story?” Wednesdays at 6pm CST on

90.1 FM or www.kpft.org

Hoping to see you on February 6. Tell your
storyteller friends... And how about the Love of Your
Life? Talk about the perfect Valentine’s Gift! Whether
you pay, zoom, or watch later, HSG thanks you for
your tireless support. Peace.

The North 40

by Minetta Smith

The members of the North
40 guild met in December
for their annual “Whatever
and However You Celebrate”
party. We had great food,
wonderful conversation
and laughter and of course
stories. We had a special treat
as Jyoti Subramanian led us
in making origami bows and
Christmas trees.

Dean Keith represented us
in the November Tellebration
and did an outstanding
job. Regina Stone Matthew
showed her newly published
book Having Tea with Jesus.
She is at work on another
book and waiting on the
illustrator for the next book
. Minetta Smith was busy in
December sharing Christmas
stories at two churches.

We are looking forward
to hosting the January
workshop “Getting Your
Words Worth” with Regi
Carpenter. We will learn how
to turn an event in your life
into a compelling story. Be on
the lookout for the zoom link
which will be sent by TSA. The
date is Monday, January 16th
at 7pm Central. Hope to see many of you tuning in.

Top: Jiaan Powers and
Gwen Caldwell

Middle: Janet
Bickel-Burton Jyoti
Subramanian
Bottom: Regina
Matthews

Wishing everyone a very happy and healthy 2023!
May it be filled with
wonderful stories.
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In Memory of Our Friends and Colleagues

“Quietly they go, the intelligent, the witty, the brave.
I know. But | do not approve. And | am not resigned.”

Connie Neil Fisher

With sad hearts we announce the
death of Connie Neil Fisher of Sand
Springs, Oklahoma. He was 93 and died
after a short illness. Connie Neil was a
leader in both the Tejas organization
and in the Territory Tellers. With his
wife Barbara, he headed up the Silent
Auction at our Festival for many years.
He served two terms on the Tejas Board
of Directors. In 2009 he was honored
by the National Storytelling Network
with the Leadership and Service Award
for the South Central Region. He and
wife Barbara, were recipients of the
Marvin Brown Volunteer Award in 2014.
An obituary can be found at_https://
mobley-dodsonfuneralservice.com

Edna St. Vincent Millay
A Dirge Without Music

Remembering Ted Colson
By Hank Roubicek

| recently learned that Ted Colson, for whom our Colson
-Herndon Award was named, has passed away. He was Finley
Stewart’s mentor. | did not know him personally, but | certainly
know about the influence he had on both our organization and in
the world of storytelling.

Speaking of Ted Colson, Elizabeth Ellis said, “If Finley Stewart
could be described as our bold and high spirited founder, the
captain of the ship, then Ted Colson was the rudder, steady and
constant, that kept the ship off the reefs and rocks.”

He promoted the power of story in the classroom on all levels
and helped teachers find creative methods for using storytelling
as tools for learning. Thanks to him, many educators view
storytelling as much more than simply telling a story. They see
stories as essential ways to spark student interest, make lessons
more memorable, and build rapport with learners. And this is the
short list.

Rosanna Herndon, with whom he shared the Award, passed
away eighteen months ago. Both Ted and Rosanna represented
the very best in all of us.

The obituaries for Ted below are from the University
newsletter.

¢ https://northtexan.unt.edu/obituaries/ted-donald-colson

* http://www.mulkeymasondenton.com/obituary/ted-colson

* https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/
ted-colson-obituary?id=5239013
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James Ford, Finley Stewart,
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Storytelling Calendar

Submit Your Event to the Texas Coop Power Calendar

Get free advertising for your events. Submit your event for the Texas Coop Power Calendar.

https://texascooppower.com/events/

VIRTUAL
February 4 - Virtual

Story & Poetry Slam Workshop
Presented by Michael Guinn

10:00 AM -T1:30AM CST

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88268891682?pwd=TDZ

wWjFwWZGVLMEdpS2hISEtGalBLQOTO9

Meeting ID: 882 6889 1682

Passcode: 591467

One tap mobile
+13462487799,,88268891682+,,,,*591467# US
(Houston)
+12532050468,,88268891682#,,,,¥591467# US

February 6 - Virtual

Houston Storytellers Guild “We Need Your Support”
Fund Raising Concert

7:00-8:30PM CST

Tellers: Toni Simmons, Loren Niemi, Darlene Dufour,
Brendan Bourque-Sheil, Leona Hoegsberg, Rabbi
Seymour Rossel, Warren Holleman...and hosted by
Hank Roubicek

Cost: “Pay What You Want”

Procedure: Go to www.houstonstorytellers.org and
see special webpage for the concert

Provide name and email, then “Pay What you Want”
(PayPal, CC)

Registrants will receive a recording of the concert.

il

IN PERSON

February 4 - Arlington (Dallas/Fort
Worth area)

Story Slam & Poetry Slam Workshops
Presented by Michael Guinn

Noon - 2:00 pm

Create Arlington Studios
304 W Main Street
Arlington Texas

March 9 - 12,2023 - Denton, Texas

Texas Storytelling Festival

Featuring Elizabeth Ellis, Sheila Arnold, Joe Hayes,
Colin Urwin, and Bernadette Nason.

https://tejasstorytelling.com/festival/

April 6-9 - Waco, Texas
Texas Folklore Society Annual Meeting

www.texasfolkloresociety.org
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Storytelling Event Free Advertising

Submit your event on our webpage for all to see!
You can list your Affiliate Guild events on the Tejas
Storytelling Association’s website yourself.

Simply go to http://www.tejasstorytelling.com
and click on Submit Event Listing under the Event
Calendar tab in the top menu.

If you submit early enough, it will go into our next
newsletter. This is just one of the services offered
by the Tejas Storytelling Association.

https://tejasstorytelling.com/events

DONATIONS

We need your support in our mission of
storytelling. Please send your tax deductible
donation in support of storytelling and our mission
in this region. Thank you!

CHECK: Mail your donation check to TSA, 214 W.
Hickory St., Denton, TX 76201.

ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations

TSA’s mission is to foster an appreciation of
storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool. Our members are a vital
part in making this mission succeed. We need you!

Tejas Storytelling Association
Non-Discrimination and Social Justice
Policy

The Tejas Storytelling Association is organized
and operates with the purpose of seeking out
and encouraging audiences and storytellers
from diverse backgrounds. We firmly commit
our organization to equality, fairness, safety, and
justice for all. Whenever and wherever we gather,
we commit to providing a safe and inclusive
environment.

We oppose acts of discrimination, harassment,
hate, or violence against groups or persons
based on age, race, ethnicity or nationality, color,
religious belief, gender, sexual orientation or gender
identification, health or physical disability, and
experience. We oppose injustice and oppression in

MEMBERSHIP

If you are not a member, come and join our
storytelling family and friends in our region. We can
spread the tradition and the power of storytelling. All
are welcome; every member is important, whether
story listener, storyteller, or story lover.

Even if you took some time off or have been a
member in the past, we would love have you back!

Membership Categories: (Yearly)

Individual: ......ccoovreirrrrerrrieens $35
Family: oo $60
Organization: .........ccceeeeverveerennn. $75

» CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application
found on our website under the Membership
tab and mail with your check or credit card
information to TSA, 214 W. Hickory St., Denton,
TX 76201.

» PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940-
380-9320. We will return your call, answer
your questions, and record your credit card
information for billing.

» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/

Membership

Don’t miss any of the Facebook and Twitter
posts highlighting storytellers, concerts and
activities at the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Like us! Become a friend! Share!

https://facebook.com/tejasstorytellingassociation
https://facebook.com/texasstorytellingfestival

https://twitter.com/tejastales

TEJAS

STORYTELLING
ASSOCIATION

whatever forms they might take.

The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter
published by the Tejas Storytelling
Association.

Kim Lehman, editor
Karen Wollscheid, production
Contributors: varies for each issue

Tejas Teller submission deadline is the
last Friday of the month of each calendar
quarter end: March, June, September, and
December.

General news items can be sent to the
editor at kimlehman123@gmail.com

* Currently the Tejas Teller is being

We commit our organization to operate in a way
that represents the best practices of environmental
stewardship.

214 W. Hickory St.
Denton, TX 76201

distributed electronically to email
addresses stored with TSA membership
records. If you would like a printed copy
of the newsletter, please notify the TSA
Office at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com.
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