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Continued  ...

By Elizabeth Ellis

Storytelling audiences have changed a lot in the 
forty-four years since I first started telling stories 
for a living. I wish it weren’t so, but one of the most 
notable changes is that it is harder to get and hold 
the listener’s attention than it used to be. Let’s face 
it, people have a lot on their mind these days. They 
are inundated with stimuli. This overload makes 
it hard for them to focus. So, let’s think for a few 
minutes about how to make it easier for them to 
become fully engaged listeners.

People begin making judgments about how much 
they will commit to a presentation very quickly. If 
you begin by projecting nervous, frightened energy 
the listeners will pick up on that. It makes them 
uncomfortable. Work through your “nerves” before 
you start the story.

“If you have butterflies in your stomach, invite 
them into your heart.” Cooper Eden

Use meditation, visualization, or prayer to calm 
yourself. Be prepared. Then be your most authentic 
self. The world is hungry for your authenticity.

Imagine that someone is visiting your home. If 
they are a guest, you would not leave them on the 
doorstep, shifting from foot to foot, waiting to 
be invited in. You’d probably throw the door open 
wide and welcome them. It is much the same when 
sharing a story. You want folks to feel invited into 
the world of your story. In your home, the entry way 
creates an impression. That’s true for storytelling as 
well. The opening of the story creates an impression. 
We want that first impression to be engaging and 
evocative.

Opening the Door
Traditional stories such as folk and fairy tales 

often have a ritual beginning. In American culture the 
most recognizable one is “Once upon a time….” But 
there are lots of other ritual beginnings—

Many Native American stories begin with some 
acknowledgement of previous generations. 
“The grandfathers tell us that in the first 
times….”

The Armenian people are scrupulously honest 
so a ritual beginning often used in their culture 
is “Once there was, and twice there wasn’t…” to 
make sure the listener knows what is being told 
is not the literal truth.

In Haiti if a teller wishes to tell a story they call 
out, ”Crick!” If the listeners wish to hear the 
story, they respond by calling out, “Crack!”

—just to mention a few. There are ritual beginnings 
used in nearly every culture on the globe.

They serve some useful functions. One, they alert 
the listener that a story is about to start and give 
them a chance to settle into appropriate listening 
behavior. Those beginnings also help the listener 
enter a space where everything does not need to 
be taken literally. They also serve the teller by giving 
them a strong and dependable way to begin.

If the story you want to share doesn’t have a ritual 
beginning, it might be strengthened by having one 
added to it. You could match a traditional beginning 
to the culture from which the story comes. If the 
story is not a traditional one, you might still like to 
give it a ritual beginning.
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Over the years I have begun several of the personal 
experience stories that I tell with the beginning, 
“When my phone rang, I answered it because I didn’t 
know any better….” It is a universal experience. We’ve 
all done it. It has the added advantage of usually 
getting a laugh.

Give careful consideration to your opening line, 
no matter what kind of story you are sharing. 
Remember it is an invitation into the experience of 
the story. Over the years I have heard a great number 
of opening lines for stories…the good…the bad…and 
the ugly.

The bad ones are usually from tellers who are 
nervous or have not thought about how to build a 
relationship with their listeners—

I am so pleased to get a chance to share this story 
with you today. I want to thank the members of the 
committee for choosing me… (then they thank each 
member individually).

I’m a little flustered. The traffic was so bad getting 
here that I am feeling really scattered. I came up the 
interstate. Boy, was that a mistake….

I found this story in an old book in my public 
library. I go there every Wednesday to read to the 
children. The librarian (insert name here) and I have 
been friends for more than twenty years. In fact, 
we first met when our children were in preschool 
together….

The good opening lines entice and invite. You can’t 
wait to hear the rest of the story. Some of the best 
opening lines I have heard—

What would make an eighty-year-old woman climb 
a twenty-foot ladder?

No one else was home, but she heard a noise at 
the top of the stairs.

I don’t know about you, but I find it hard to believe 
in a God that would let Lady Bird Johnson go blind.

If you are stumped for a strong opening line, try

Asking a rhetorical question.

Did you ever want to do something really badly, 
but when you told others about it you could tell by 
the look on their face that they thought you were 
nuts?

Or making an outrageous statement

I have only put a dead cat in the freezer once.

Treat your listeners like honored guests arriving at 
your home. Give them a story opening that makes 
them want to linger and visit.

“And if the doorknob doesn’t roll under the bed….” 
(an ending from many of the Uncle Wigley stories 
I heard when I was little), I’ll be back with the next 
issue of the Texas Teller to talk about Endings.

By Vivian Rutherford

We are saddened by the 
loss of Beulah Elizabeth 
Barksdale, one of our beloved 
charter members (2007) 
of Waco’s Heart of Texas 
Storytelling Guild.

Beulah transitioned on May 
28, 2023. At 91 and a retired 

children’s librarian, she continued to share stories as 
often as she could.

She was a Rising Star at festival, loved her role in 
the Oakwood Cemetery’s Walking Tales, told stories 
at Tellabration!™, and was always available to share 
stories with kids.

IN MEMORIAM: Beulah Elizabeth Barksdale
Her last appearance was at our Porch Tales event 

on April 29. Her smile and laughter were infectious as 
she told one of her childhood stories. It was a story 
to remember….

She was an amazing friend, mentor, and storyteller 
who will be missed dearly.
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Forty Years of Texas 
Storytelling
By Jaye McLaughlin

Tejas Storytelling Association and Ted Parkhurst 
have a new book coming out in 2024. Forty Years of 
Storytelling in Texas is the title and many Texans and 
TSA members and their stories are represented in 
this book. The book will have:

Special note to Educators by Hank Roubicek

•	 An introduction by Barbara McBride-Smith
•	 A profile remembering Connie Neil Fisher as well 

as one of his stories
•	 Kathy Culmer with a story about Nancy Hanks
•	 Sheila Starks Phillips’ story: “Nazis in Amarillo, TX” 
•	 Tim Couch’s “Duty” 
•	 James Ford’s “The Story of My Dad”
•	 Several Texas themed stories
•	 Native American stories
•	 Contemporary stories 
•	 Historical stories
•	 Other stories you will know are included

Many of the stories are geared toward upper 
elementary and middle school aged persons, but we 
know that all ages enjoy stories.

You can still buy the books at the pre-pub price 
of $21.95 + TX Sales Tax. The book will be available 
at the 2024 Texas Storytelling Festival and you can 
pick it up there. 
You can also have 
it mailed to you 
if you buy it now 
(form on the next 
page). We urge 
you to join in and 
celebrate these 
40 years of Texas 
Storytelling! 

Here is a sneak 
peek at the Cover 
and we can tell 
it is thoroughly 
Texas!

It’s Back!
By David Claunch

The Tejas Storytelling Association is proud to 
announce its return to our in-person 2024 Bi-Annual 
Summer Conference:

Storytelling:  
Context, Culture, Connections
We will be in the Houston area, so keep your eyes 

and ears open for details.

Your Conference Team is EXCITED!!

•	 Team Leader - David Claunch

•	 Education Crew: Hank Roubicek, Fran Stallings, 
Nancy Self, Elly Hard

•	 Logistics Crew: Ron Carter, David Claunch 

SAVE THE DATE: June 21-23, 2024!
Bi-Annual Summer Conference Mission Statement:

The conference is an education-centered event 
providing safe and supportive opportunities for 
attendees to enhance and improve their storytelling 
skills during a stage performance, in a work 
environment, or an informal setting such as a guild 
meeting or story swap. To further meet these needs, 
the conference will focus on four interest groups: 

1. Professional storytellers who currently or plan to 
make storytelling a livelihood; 

2. Those who use storytelling in their vocations 
(e.g., teaching, clergy, therapy, branding, etc.); 

3. Individuals who love telling stories as an 
avocation; and 

4. Our youth who wish to learn storytelling unique 
to their demographic. 

North Texas Giving Day
This year North Texas Giving Day (NTX)  

is September 9, 2023.  
TSA is already registered as one of its recipients.  

Last year we received $1666.00. 

Will you please set this date 
and don’t forget to donate?



4 



5 

2022-2023 TSA  Governing Board
Rick Davis, President

riverwoodtx3.gmail.com 

Michael Brundy, Vice President
mjbrundy@gmail.com

Sandra Aguirre-Magana, Secretary
magana.sandra525@gmail.com

Dalton Gregory, Treasurer
daltonrgregory@gmail.com

Karen Archer
karcher1234@gmail.com

Janet Bickel-Burton
jhbickleburton@gmail.com

Ron Carter
Poetdrummer1@yahoo.com 

Kathy Culmer
khculmer@aol.com

Sue Kuentz
sue.kuentz@gmail.com

Jaye McLaughlin
jayemclaughlin@gmail.com

Pam Pipkin
Pap.pipkin3@gmail.com

Hank Roubicek
roubey@aol.com

Nancy Self
nself42@gmail.com

David Claunch,  President Emeritus
dr.dilly.dally@gmail.com

Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a  

non-profit organization dedicated to 
fostering the appreciation of storytelling 

as an oral tradition, a performing art,  
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

From the President
My name is Rick Davis. I am humbled to 

introduce myself to you as your new Tejas 
Storytelling Association President and to have your 
trust and support. I thank you for this opportunity, 
this privilege. I am honored to serve you. 

In storytelling, we follow a basic foundation to 
center us and ground us as we begin – to give us 
courage and confidence: 

“Find your voice to connect with your listeners, 
be prepared, but not too prepared, and start at the 
beginning and end at the end. The audience is on your side.” 

This is what I hope for me, as your servant leader, to be one among 
us all – listening and guiding in our common purpose in fostering an 
appreciation of storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art, and an 
educational tool. And to continuously promote and support the joy of 
telling and listening to our stories.

Now – let us begin by moving forward into our HISTORY AHEAD! Yes, 
our history also lies before us. As we continue to emerge from the covid 
pandemic, we see from those challenges we faced – come conviction. 
That pain we all shared now gives way to progress, and from the 
isolation we endured comes unity. As we move forward, this is the time 
to redouble our efforts and reconnect – face-to-face and through telling 
our stories. 

We were forced to exist in a virtual world for a few years, and we 
shall not leave the virtual world behind. Many speak of “Zoom Fatigue” 
- TSA has chosen to seize this as an opportunity to bring you - our 
membership, events you might not otherwise enjoy. Our future plans 
include continuing the new program, TSA’s Virtual Events Series. These 
events featured from our own Affiliated Guilds, monthly concerts, 
special events, workshops, and TSA’s own Tellabration!™ all brought 
to you live via Zoom. They are a free benefit to TSA members and 
are available to you in a recording on our TSA YouTube channel. Look 
for notifications via email about every 60 days throughout the year. 
We appreciate all our Affiliated Guilds and wish to showcase their 
wonderful tellers around Oklahoma and Texas. This new program is 
just the beginning of what TSA hopes to share with you through virtual 
opportunities. In this way, we can also reach out to others that may be 
miles or worlds away. 

I speak of History Ahead! - In 2024, our Summer Conference 
RETURNS! But it will be rebranded as an educational, training, and 
informational forum to improve the crafting and telling of stories, in 
addition to the required element of listening. TSA hopes to coordinate 

Continued ...
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Meet the Board –  
Pam Pipkin

As a retired Library Director, 
Pam Pipkin has more time 
to enjoy travel, photography, 
scrapbooking, and STORYTELLING. 
Tejas Storytelling Association 
and the Festival in Denton offer 
opportunities to include these 
and other interests in her still busy 
schedule. As a new Board member, 
she looks forward to being more 
involved in the organization’s operation.

Going to Denton for the Festival is like coming 
home for Pam since she earned her Library degree at 
the University of North Texas.

Pam states that she is excited about the future of 
storytelling and is ready to work with TSA to share 
the joy of telling and listening to stories.

General Board Meeting Schedule
The Board of Directors of the Tejas Storytelling 

Association meets monthly.

The Annual Membership Meeting will be held 
during the Tejas Storytelling Festival in March.

All monthly meetings occur by Zoom virtual 
meetings at 7:00 p.m. (Central Standard Time) on the 
third Tuesday of the month.

•	 June 10th, 2023, 9:00 a.m.
•	 July 18, 2023, 7:00 p.m. 
•	 Aug 15, 2023, 7:00 p.m.
•	 Sept 19,2023, 7:00 p.m.
•	 Oct 17, 2023, 7:00 p.m.
•	 Nov 21, 2023, 7:00 p.m.
•	 Dec 19, 2023, 7:00 p.m.  

*may be held early or cancel due to Holiday
•	 Jan 13, 2024, 7:00 p.m.
•	 Feb 20, 2024, 7:00p.m.
•	 March 19, 2024, 7:00 p.m. 

*Annual Membership Meeting, Denton Civic 
Center, time to be announced 

•	 Apr 16, 2024, 7:00 p.m.  
•	 May 21, 2024, 7:00 p.m. 
•	 June 18, 2024, 7:00 p.m.

with one of our Affiliated Guilds to co-sponsor this 
event. It will be held in the Houston area June 21-23, 
2024. 

At the TSA Educational Conference, attendees will 
be those who wish to become better storytellers. We 
aim to develop performance abilities and build skills - 
through educational content or curricula of subjects 
that comprise a course of study designed with the 
teller’s end goal in mind. Emphasis on education 
will be presented in an appeal to help develop skills 
in three tracks: For the professional storyteller, 
the working storyteller, and for those who pursue 
storytelling as an avocation. Youth storytelling is 
included as well. 

These exciting new developments are just a taste 
of what lies ahead. We will continue to present and 
improve our existing programs, but only with the 
cooperation and support of – YOU – our membership 
and our AFFILIATED GUILDS. 

There is also a new way to support TSA – through 
Sustaining Membership. An opportunity to 
contribute as little as $10 per month to help spread 
the joy of storytelling. 

When we look at our membership, our largest 
age group is in their 60s. And, more often than not, 
we no longer are engaged in full-time employment. 
However, aging doesn›t define us – it distills us to our 
essence, into who we really are. And certainly, we are 
not done. We have much to build on – much to give, 
to lead, to provide, to sacrifice, and yes - to tell our 
stories. 

As we continue to connect through storytelling, 
our collective experience will give way to new 
possibilities. We have what it takes to continue to 
reach for our own greatness. 

Today! - this is our moment to live our best 
chapter, to love and respect one another. And give 
to each other through storytelling. So - let us take a 
chance - on faith - on faith in ourselves – our today – 
and our collective future: Our History Ahead! 

Rick Davis, TSA President

From the President...Continued 
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History is Important
By Jaye McLaughlin, TSA Historian

History is important. And that is why forty years 
is important. Discovered in the TSA office are many 
items of historical interest, all acquired with no 
evident PLAN. I, as a volunteer historian, want to 
change that.

I start this year seeing Tejas Storytelling 
Association as more than a group that puts on a 
Festival. I want to start seeing TSA as an active 
organization with activities all year. 

But I need your help. I want to put together 
(with a lot of help) a yearbook. I hesitate to use this 
word because it conjures up high school memories 
and lots of notes to the people in the yearbook. 
But I want this yearbook to cover TSA’s year-long 
activities because our guilds are part of TSA and are 
doing things all year long. We also have our virtual 
events, like the Dallas Guild program in July and 
Tellabration!™ Are you getting the idea? 

I want all these things to be in our yearbook, 
as well as the festival. And next year’s yearbook 
(because we go from June to May, not the calendar 
year) will include the Conference, guild events, and 
Festival.

So if you get my “dream,” I need your help to take 
pictures and label the people in the photographs 
and what guild it is from and send the picture to me: 
jayemclaughlin@gmail.com. 

I want to see your activities, and I want to know 
who is doing them. 

Will you tie a piece of yarn around your finger so 
you will remember to send me your guild picture? 

When you do something more than just have a 
meeting—if it is virtual and you can get a picture of all 
attending, then send that picture in too.

I plan to make an old fashion album with pictures 
and a computer-saved album. This idea may change 
the images taken at the festival also. We have some 
wonderful pictures in the office taken at the festivals 
over the past years. I suggest taking pictures in our 
upcoming festival of the groups of people telling the 
stories for a concert: like the Thursday night ghost 
story concert, so we have all the names of the folks 
when we look at the program. And so on for each 
concert, special event, Liar’s concert, workshop 
leader, and facilitator. We may need several 
photographers to follow this plan, knowing that one 
person cannot be in three different places to get a 
picture.

I hope this vision is clear to you because we are 
an organization that has lasted 40 years, and we 
plan on continuing, but I want our records to be 
understandable and the people who helped us last 
for 40-50 and more years to be remembered. One 
way to do that is with a yearbook of photos and 
pictures.

by Sandra Aguirre-Magaña, TSA Secretary

TSA needs a new volunteer editor for The Teller. 
Our previous editors, Rick Davis, is now our President 
and has taken on more responsibilities. Kim Lehman 
is leading other initiatives for TSA and is retiring from 
this role as well. 

The quarterly newsletter is a TSA member benefit 
and provides storytelling related information around 
Texas, the nation, and other places of storytelling 
interest. It is also a wonderful resource for 
storytelling tips and a platform for members to share 
their creative side in poetry and writing. 

Volunteer Needed: Editor for “The Teller”
The editor will work to inform Storytellers from 

TSA and local Guilds by overseeing the preparation 
and publication of The Teller. The editor also solicits 
and receives information from sources such as our 
Guild Liaison, NSN representative, the Board, and 
other storytelling organizations about events of 
interest to our members.

TSA is reaching out to our general membership 
to find that right someone for this role. If you are 
interested, please contact Sandra Aguirre-Magaña at 
secretary@tejasstorytelling.com

mailto:jayemclaughlin@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@tejasstorytelling.com
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TSA Monthly Workshops: Unleash Your Storytelling Skills!
By Michael Brundy, Vice President

Don’t miss this opportunity to 
enhance your storytelling skills and 
make a positive impact through 
the power of storytelling. The 
Tejas Storytelling Association 
is excited to announce monthly 
virtual workshops for our 
members, thanks to a grant from 
the City of Denton, Texas. These 
workshops are open to storytellers 
of all levels, from beginners to 
experienced professionals.

Each month, we will explore a 
different theme, offering a variety 
of workshops, including topics like:

•	 The Art of Storytelling
•	 Storytelling for Children and 

Adults
•	 Storytelling and Social Justice
•	 Storytelling and the Creative 

Process
•	 Storytelling and Culture
•	 Storytelling and the 

Environment
•	 Storytelling and Healing
•	 Storytelling and the Power of 

Words
•	 Storytelling and the Future

All led by experienced 
storytellers. These workshops will 
teach you how to find stories, tell 

them effectively, and connect 
with others through storytelling. 
They will take place on the first 
Monday of each month from 7 p.m. 
to 9 p.m., starting in September 
(excluding March due to the 
festival). Best of all, they are free 
for TSA members.

To register for a workshop, 
visit our website or email vp@
tejasstorytelling.com.

Join us on this storytelling 
journey and to create a vibrant 
tapestry of shared narratives 
– together!

By Michael Brundy, TSA Vice President

It’s time to embrace the spirit of gratitude and 
reflect on the things that bring us joy. During this 
season of thankfulness, the Texas Storytelling 
Association (TSA) is excited to announce the 
upcoming virtual Tellabration!™ on Zoom, taking 
place on Saturday, November 18, 2023, at 2:00 pm. 
This year, the theme for the event is “Stories of 
Gratitude,” inviting us all to share tales that celebrate 
the blessings in our lives.

The power of storytelling lies in its ability to 
connect us and inspire a sense of shared humanity. 
By sharing stories about gratitude, we can cultivate 
a deeper appreciation for the good things in our lives 
while fostering connections with others.

TSA cordially invites each of its Guilds to 
participate in this year’s “TSA Tellabration!™ 
Celebration!” on Zoom. We kindly request one 
representative from each Guild to share a 10-minute 
story of their choice during the event. This 
opportunity allows storytellers to showcase their 
talent and contribute to the collective atmosphere 
of gratitude.

To express our gratitude for your participation, 
TSA will award a $50 “honorarium” to each 

TSA Tellabration!™ Celebration! Stories of Gratitude
participating Guild, rather than individual tellers. 
We kindly ask that you inform Michael Brundy, TSA 
Vice President, at vp@tejasstorytelling.com of your 
Guild’s representative by September 30th. Please 
include the teller’s name, picture, and a brief bio for 
promotional materials. Additionally, provide your 
Guild’s name and location to be recognized during 
the event.

We eagerly anticipate your Guild’s involvement 
in this virtual celebration. “TSA Tellabration!™ 
Celebration!” promises to deliver inspiring stories 
that will warm the hearts of all who attend. Save 
the date and spread the word among your fellow 
storytelling enthusiasts.

In a world that often moves too fast, taking a 
moment to appreciate the things that make us 
grateful is a precious gift. Join us on November 18th 
as we come together virtually to share stories of 
gratitude and connect with one another through the 
power of storytelling.

Stay tuned for more updates and details regarding 
the virtual Tellabration!™. Let’s make this year’s 
celebration a truly memorable one!

mailto:vp@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:vp@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:vp@tejasstorytelling.com
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Guild News

Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild
By Vivian Rutherford, HOT President

A Storytelling 101 Workshop led by Territory Tellers 
very own Valerie Kimble. This event was funded in 
part by TSA’s Doc Moore Education Fund. The event 
was free and open to the public at the Hewett 
Library in Hewett, Texas.

Dallas Storytelling Guild (DAG)
By Michael Brundy, DAG President, TSA Vice President

Texas Stories - Unveiling the Essence of the Lone 
Star State

Join us on Wednesday, August 9, 2023, from 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., for a collaborative event 
between the Texas Storytelling Association (TSA) 
and the Dallas Storytelling Guild which showcases 
an assortment of captivating tales about Texas from 
multiple perspectives.

Experience the power of storytelling as talented 
performers from the Dallas Storytelling Guild take 
you on a journey through Texas’ history and heritage. 
From the wild west to modern cities, these stories 
will reveal the true essence of the Lone Star State.

TSA’s support of guild programs and events 
emphasizes their commitment to preserving the 
art of storytelling. This event is an opportunity for 
families, friends, and individuals to come together 
and be enchanted by the spoken word.

Don’t miss this extraordinary evening of 
connection, inspiration, and imagination. Admission 
is free, so join us on Zoom ( a link will be sent out 
prior to the event).

See you there!

Guilds who wish to provide story learning opportunities in their communities are reminded that funds are 
available through the Doc Moore Education Fund to assist in these efforts. For more information or to apply 
contact Tim Tingle: Timtingle@hotmail.com

San Antonio Storytellers 
Association 
By Sue Kuentz, SASA President

The San Antonio Public Library and SASA 
partnered to have SASA members share stories and 
tips on telling tales to adults in six of their branch 
libraries this summer. This is our second year to 
present this program and we hope to do this each 
summer! Participating storytellers were SASA tellers 
Mark Babino, Mary Grace Ketner, Pat Schieffer, Mary 
Ann Blue, Sue Kuentz and Larry Thompson.

North 40 
By Minetta Smith

The North 40 guild continues to meet in person 
plus we provide a zoom link for those who cannot 
come to the Heritage Farmstead. At our last meeting 
we were delighted that our member Betsy Mosier 
who lives in California joined in and told a delightful 
story. 

Members Out and About: Michael Brundy 
shared stories of Unsung Heroes for a Juneteenth 
celebration at City Park in Dallas. Shiny Wu told a 
story at the Bon Bon Art Show in Phoenix, Arizona on 
July 2nd. 

Our August 21st meeting will be ZOOM only.

mailto:Timtingle@hotmail.com
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Lone Star State Liars Shine  
in Good Liars Club Festival
By Anne Rutherford and Norm Brecke

Three award-winning Texas tall-tale tellers were featured in the Good Liars Club Festival 2023, live on Zoom 
Saturday, August 5th. Bernadette Nason, Donna Ingham, and Decee Cornish were among the tellers who 
stretched the truth ’til the audience chortled in the six-hour event produced by Anne Rutherford and Norm 
Brecke.

“Twelve and a half percent of our Festival Liars hail from Texas,” Brecke comments. “You folks from the Lone 
Star State have a real gift for stretching the truth!”

This second annual online festival featured twenty-four tellers in six showcases, starting at 3 pm CDT and 
running until the last showcase at 9 CDT. Audience members dropped in and out for as many showcases as 
they chose and many stayed for the whole festival of fabulation.

Texas’ own Bernadette Nason appeared in the Knee-Slappin’ Gollywhoppers showcase, Donna Ingham 
in Four Fantastic Fabulators, and Decee Cornish in Lies After Dark. They joined 21 other tellers from across the 
country, telling a mix of original and classic tall tales, as well as folktale whoppers.

The Festival was free to watch live, and producers encouraged donations which were split among all the 
tellers. Donors received a link to watch a recording of all the showcases on demand for a month after the 
event.

Brecke and Rutherford started the Good Liars Club online in November of 2020 and have continued it as 
a quarterly show with tellers from across the country. “We started it as an alternative to the Presidential 
debates,” Rutherford comments, “and the need for a good-humored alternative to current events has stayed 
with us!”

“People have thanked us for the chance to tune in, laugh, and experience the tellers’ warmth and 
camaraderie,” Brecke says. “It’s a real upper. No lie!”

Bits and Pieces
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Storytelling Calendar
Get free advertising for your events. Submit your event for the Texas Coop Power Calendar.   
https://texascooppower.com/events/

IN PERSON
September 6, 2023
Please join us Live or on Zoom – we’d love to see and 
hear you!
The San Antonio Storytellers Association meets live 
and virtual on the first Wednesday of each month at 
O’Krent Floors on the 2nd level. There’s an elevator 
so it’s easy to access. Address is 2075 N. Loop 1604 E 
San Antonio, TX 78232. 
Please email Mary Ann Blue if you’d like to be placed 
on our “Friends of SASA” email list to be notified of 
our Zoom Link each month: mabstories@me.com 
You are also welcome to join SASA at $20/year. Come 
as a teller or listener! We ask that the stories are kept 
to 8 minutes-ish. 

October 21 – Waco, TX
Oakwood Cemetery’s Walking Tales
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Interpreters stationed throughout this historic 
cemetery will share stories about the life and times 
of renowned, legendary, and infamous people laid to 
rest there.
Free. For more information contact Vivian Rutherford 
at 254-717-1763
Sponsored by the Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild

March 7 – 10, 2024 – Denton, Texas
Texas Storytelling Festival (39th Annual)
Featuring: Donald Davis, Nestor Gomez, Fran 
Stallings, and Kathy Culmer

June 21-23, 2024
TSA 2024 Bi-Annual Summer Conference
 

VIRTUAL – Special Events

August 5, 2023 
2nd Annual Good Liars Club Festival 2023
3 PM – 9 PM
See showcase lineups & register:  
https://www.anne-norm.com/glc-festival-2023
To donate: https://tinyurl.com/GLCFest2023Donate 
Donors receive a link to watch a recording on 
demand, active for 10 days afterward. 

August 9, 2023
TSA Free Virtual Event Program
7 PM – 9 PM
Discover the heart of Texas through the magic of 
storytelling at “Texas Stories.” 
The Dallas Storytelling Guild (DSG) will share Texas 
stories. These will be all types of stories about 
Texas. The members will share their unique views of 
Texas, which could mean scary stories about Texas, 
historical stories about Texas, stories about Texas 
from a distant view (we have tellers from Canada 
and all over the US), tall tales about Texas, and any 
other type of story about our state you can imagine. 
If time allows, we will also allow non-DSG member 
attendees to share a brief Texas story.
This is going to be an exciting storytelling event. DSG 
has some great storytellers. You will be informed, 
inspired, and entertained.
The Zoom link will be provided prior to the event. 
In the meantime if you have questions or concerns 
contact Michael Brundy at vp@tejasstorytelling.com 
or (214) 929-4290.

September 9, 2023
North Texas Giving Day (NTX) 
September 9, 2023
Donate online to TSA!

https://texascooppower.com/events/
mailto:mabstories@me.com
https://www.anne-norm.com/glc-festival-2023
https://tinyurl.com/GLCFest2023Donate
mailto:vp@tejasstorytelling.com
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Storytelling Calendar

Virtual Guild Meetings
Central Texas Storytelling Guild
Second Tuesday of each month
6:30 p.m. CST
Contact: David Thompson at
belstories@yahoo.com

Doc Moore Storytelling Guild
Third Thursday of each month
5:30 – 7:00 pm CST
Email Tim and request to be added to the email list. 
You will recieve a link the day before meeting.
Contact: Tim Tingle,
timtingle@hotmail.com

Dallas Storytelling Guild
Second Wednesday of each month
7:00–9:00 pm CST
https://www.DallasStorytelling.org
Contact: Peggy Helmick-Richardson, 214-321-9791, 
twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net

Houston Storytellers Guild
HSG monthly Story Swaps on Zoom
Fourth Tuesday of each month
7:00-8:30 p.m. CST
Description: Bring a story to share or come to listen.
Sign up for our e-letter or visit our website to learn 
more about our weekly radio show, meetings, 
upcoming performances, workshops and events.
https://www.houstonstorytellers.org

The North 40 Storytelling Guild 
The group meets virtually once each quarter.
Contact: Minetta Smith, msbooklady@sbcglobal.net 
for zoom link information.

Rockwall Storytelling Guild
Fourth Tuesday of each month
6:00 pm CST
Live and virtual
rockwallstorytelling@gmail.com
Contact: Viveca Deanes, 334-552-0748

San Antonio Storytelling Guild
First Wednesday of each month
7:00 - 8:00pm CST
Zoom Link is sent out to members and Facebook 
Messenger
Bring a short story to share or come to listen. All are 
welcome. Family friendly!
https://www.sanantoniostorytellers.com 
Like us on Facebook -San Antonio Storytellers

mailto:belstories@yahoo.com
mailto:timtingle@hotmail.com
https://www.DallasStorytelling.org
mailto:twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net
http://www.houstonstorytellers.org
mailto:msbooklady@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rockwallstorytelling@gmail.com
http://www.sanantoniostorytellers.com
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The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter 
published by the Tejas Storytelling 
Association.
Editor: OPEN 
Production: Karen Wollscheid 
Contributors: varies for each issue
Tejas Teller submission deadline is the 
last Friday of the month of each calendar 
quarter end: March, June, September, and 
December. 
General news items can be sent to the 
editor at kimlehman123@gmail.com
Currently the Tejas Teller is being 
distributed electronically to email 
addresses stored with TSA membership 
records. If you would like a printed copy 
of the newsletter, please notify the TSA 
Office at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com.

214 W. Hickory St. 
Denton, TX 76201

DONATIONS
We need your support in our mission of 

storytelling. Please send your tax deductible 
donation in support of storytelling and our mission 
in this region. Thank you!

CHECK: Mail your donation check to TSA, 214 W. 
Hickory St., Denton, TX 76201.

ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations

MEMBERSHIP
If you are not a member, come and join our 

storytelling family and friends in our region. We can 
spread the tradition and the power of storytelling. All 
are welcome; every member is important, whether 
story listener, storyteller, or story lover.

Even if you took some time off or have been a 
member in the past, we would love have you back!

Membership Categories: (Yearly)
Individual: ........................................$35
Family: ..............................................$60
Organization: .................................. $75
Youth (age 18 and younger):........$10

»» CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application 
found on our website under the Membership 
tab and mail with your check or credit card 
information to TSA, 214 W. Hickory St., Denton, 
TX 76201.

»» PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940-
380-9320. We will return your call, answer 
your questions, and record your credit card 
information for billing.

»» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/
Membership

TSA’s mission is to foster an appreciation of 
storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art, 
and an educational tool. Our members are a vital 
part in making this mission succeed. We need you!

Storytelling Event Free Advertising
Submit your event on our webpage for all to see! 

You can list your Affiliate Guild events on the Tejas 
Storytelling Association’s website yourself.

Simply go to http://www.tejasstorytelling.com 
and click on Submit Event Listing under the Event 

Calendar tab in the top menu. 
If you submit early enough, it will go into our next 
newsletter. This is just one of the services offered 

by the Tejas Storytelling Association.
https://tejasstorytelling.com/events

Don’t miss any of the Facebook and Twitter 
posts highlighting storytellers, concerts and 

activities at the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Like us! Become a friend! Share!
https://facebook.com/tejasstorytellingassociation 
https://facebook.com/texasstorytellingfestival 

https://twitter.com/tejastales

Tejas Storytelling Association 
Non-Discrimination and Social Justice 
Policy

The Tejas Storytelling Association is organized 
and operates with the purpose of seeking out 
and encouraging audiences and storytellers 
from diverse backgrounds. We firmly commit 
our organization to equality, fairness, safety, and 
justice for all. Whenever and wherever we gather, 
we commit to providing a safe and inclusive 
environment.

We oppose acts of discrimination, harassment, 
hate, or violence against groups or persons 
based on age, race, ethnicity or nationality, color, 
religious belief, gender, sexual orientation or gender 
identification, health or physical disability, and 
experience. We oppose injustice and oppression in 
whatever forms they might take.

We commit our organization to operate in a way 
that represents the best practices of environmental 
stewardship.

mailto:kimlehman123@gmail.com
mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Membership
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Membership
http://www.tejasstorytelling.com
https://tejasstorytelling.com/events
https://facebook.com/tejasstorytellingassociation
https://facebook.com/texasstorytellingfestival 
https://twitter.com/tejastales

