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Everyone Loves A Good Story!
By Kim Lehman

Hear personal stories, ghost stories, a liar’s 
contest, sacred tales, youth activities, a story slam, 
poetry slam, music, and so much more. In addition, 
participants can attend workshops to hone their own 
storytelling skills. 

A weekend pass includes: 

•	 12 storytelling concerts
•	 9 workshops
•	 24 hours of storytelling
•	 and over 30 storytellers! 

Early bird deadline is February 29.

Individual event tickets are $15.

Schedule, bios, workshops, master classes, 
information and registration information can be 
found at https://tejasstorytelling.com/festival/

Our Featured Tellers
Donald Davis 

A National Storytelling Festival favorite, Davis has 
appeared at countless festivals and schools and 
conducts storytelling seminars and master classes 
throughout the United States. The author of eighteen 
books and more than forty recordings, Davis is the 
recipient of the National Storytelling Network’s Circle 
of Excellence and Lifetime Achievement Awards. 
http://www.ddavisstoryteller.com/

Kathy Culmer
Author, storyteller, speaker, and teacher 

Kathy Hood Culmer teaches English to Speech 
Communications, Broadcast Journalism to Religious 
Education. Her life’s work is to provide words of 
encouragement, truth, and inspiration through 
telling, writing, and speaking. She edits a collection 
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of personal narratives called Yes, Jesus Loves Me: 31 
Love Stories. http://www.kathyculmer.com/

Nestor Gomez
Nestor Gomez was born in Guatemala and 

moved, undocumented, to Chicago in the mid-
80s. A 65-time Moth Slam winner and three-time 
Chicago Moth Grand Slam winner, he also created, 
produces, and hosts ​80 Minutes Around the 
World, a storytelling show featuring the stories of 
immigrants, their descendants and allies. https://
nestorgomezstoryteller.com

Fran Stallings 
From Bartlesville, Oklahoma, Fran Stallings 

walks in two worlds. With her autoharp and 
enchanting voice, she weaves magical stories, 
but as a biologist her stories connect us to our 
environment. Internationally known on stage and 
Zoom, this “elegant but wacky lady” reminding fans 
of Carol Burnett, lives in Bartlesville, Oklahoma. 
https://www.franstallings.com/

Festival Registration
A weekend pass includes:

•	 30 storytellers
•	 5 storytelling concerts with the featured tellers
•	 6 storytelling events (Ghost Tales, Liars Contest, 

Story Slam…)
•	 9 workshops
•	 1 music concert
•	 1 poetry slam
•	 1 story slam
•	 4 youth activities
•	 24 hours of storytelling

Now is your chance to be a part of this memorable 
event. You can register for the Festival in a number of 
ways. 

Online: Click here to register: https://tsa23.
wildapricot.org/event-5448580

Check: Download a paper registration form from 
the website: https://tejasstorytelling.com/festival/
tickets/

Paper:  To have a ticket purchase form mailed or 
faxed to you contact TSA at 940-380-9320 or email 
tsa@tejasstorytelling.com

Master Class
Master class is a two-hour intensive workshop to 

learn ways to hone storytelling skills from national 
storytellers. Continuing education credits will be 
given. The cost of this workshop is not included in full 
festival tickets. The workshop is $50.

Sunday, March 11 • 8:30 – 11:00 am  
(Reserved tickets in advance or at the door)

Exploring the Attic of Forgotten Memories 
Presenter: Donald Davis 
Facilitator: Dalton Gregory

Participants will learn how to deliberately work at 
rediscovering people, places, and events we thought 
were long forgotten in order to recover pieces of 
memories which hold the stories that tell us who we 
are.  It will be fun!

A National Storytelling Festival favorite, Davis has 
appeared at countless festivals and schools and 
conducts storytelling seminars and master classes 
throughout the United States. The author of 18 books 
and more than 40 recordings, Davis is the recipient 
of the National Storytelling Network’s Circle of 
Excellence and Lifetime Achievement Awards.  
http://www.ddavisstoryteller.com/

Festival Hotel
Springhill Suites Marriott 
1434 Centre Place Drive 
Denton TX 76205 
Group rates available. Visit https://tejasstorytelling.
com/festival/locations-and-lodging for more 
information.

Hanging out in the Hotel restaurant/bar  
after a full day of fine storytelling.

http://www.kathyculmer.com/
http://www.nestorgomezstoryteller.com
https://www.franstallings.com/
https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/event-5448580
https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/event-5448580
https://tejasstorytelling.com/festival/tickets
https://tejasstorytelling.com/festival/tickets
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https://tejasstorytelling.com/festival/locations-and-lodging
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SLAMS!
Interested in being considered for 

our Story and our Poetry SLAM? Now 
is the time to sign up!

Questions? Contact Michael Guinn 
at (972) 704-5001 or Tejas Storytelling 
Association at tsa@tejasstorytelling.
com

POETRY SLAM 
Saturday, March 9 • 10:00-11:00 am 

Poetry Slam Sign Up: https://forms.gle/
ReUbkrmiQrTZ8ZfN6

Sign up by February 12 if you are interested in 
participating. We will contact you and let you know if 
there is space for you in the slam. 

This Poetry or spoken word competition gives 
participants three minutes with a 20-second grace 
period to recite or read one original, powerful 
poem or spoken word piece. The judges will score 
the participants on a scale of 0.1 to 10 based upon 
originality, content, and performance of your poem. 
The person with the highest score is the Tejas Poetry 
Slam Champion and will receive a cash prize and 
trophy.

STORY SLAM! 
Saturday, March 9 • 12:30-1:45 pm  
Theme:  The Story of Me

Story Slam Sign Up: https://forms.gle/
Kd3To8jGWg2tNacNA

Sign up by February 12 to be in a drawing. Ten people 
will be chosen to participate.

Story slams are events that celebrate storytelling 
by inviting participants to share brief stories with an 
audience. Participants deliver the stories verbally 
and stories are limited to 5 minutes. Then the judges 
will score them on a scale of 0.1 to 10 based on the 
originality, content, and performance of their story. 
You can use music or props.

After each teller tells their story, judges will be 
asked to write their scores down on a dry erase 
board and on the count of 1-2-3 give their scores. The 
winner will receive a cash prize and trophy. 

Be a Festival Sponsor!
Support storytelling for our 39th year! Your 

donation is tax deductible. 

You can become a sponsor when you register 
for the festival at https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/
event-5448580 or go to https://tsa23.wildapricot.
org/Donations and choose Festival Sponsor in the 
drop down menu.

Any amount is welcome. All sponsors will be listed 
in the festival program and on our website.

Community Sponsor $30 - $99 

Copper Level – Sponsor $100 - $249
•	 4 concert tickets

Bronze Level – Program Sponsor $250 - $499
•	 1 festival weekend pass

Silver Level–Teller Sponsor- $500 - $749
•	 Logo and listing on our website as a Silver 

Sponsor 
•	 Logo and listing in our printed festival program
•	 2 festival passes

Gold Level – Stage Sponsor $750 or $999
•	 Logo and listing on our website as a Gold Level 

Sponsor
•	 Logo and listing in our printed festival program
•	 Logo on our festival graphics
•	 3 festival passes

Silent Auction
By Kim Lehman

Begin gathering up items others may want 
or need for the Silent Auction held at the Texas 
Storytelling Festival. Remember that one person’s 
disaster is another person’s delight! Haul out 
those white elephants that you got for Christmas 
and those presents that just didn’t fit. Help make 
this year’s Silent Auction the best—ever. And, 
don’t forget to bring your checkbook and your 
credit cards. Someone else is bound to bring 
something for the Auction that you can’t live 
without! 

mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
https://forms.gle/ReUbkrmiQrTZ8ZfN6
https://forms.gle/ReUbkrmiQrTZ8ZfN6
https://forms.gle/Kd3To8jGWg2tNacNA
https://forms.gle/Kd3To8jGWg2tNacNA
https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/event-5448580
https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/event-5448580
https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations
https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations
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By Kim Lehman

What is a great way to meet new people, make 
new friends and contribute to the success of the 
festival?  The answer is by volunteering to help at the 
festival! 

The festival operates best with 100+ volunteers. 
Volunteers are needed to help in the following 
activities:

•	 Concessions

•	 Silent Auction - helpers to receive items and 
conclude purchases

•	 Story Store (Late teens or adults with the ability 
to calculate costs and handle money)

•	 Registration – stuff packets, help at the desk
•	 Teller Hospitality – includes drivers for airport 

and local transportation

•	 With five catered meals, 4-6 servers needed per 
meal to speed up food lines, verify meat/vegan 
meal tickets, and put leftovers in kitchen (gloves 
provided)

•	 Wrangle tables and chairs for one or all meals 

•	 Green Room host/hostess to refill snacks and 
drinks + coffee 2-3 times a day for tellers

•	 Saturday’s youth lunch needs 4 pizza servers 
(gloves provided)

•	 What about doing Blue Bell ice cream social 
preparations? 

•	 Set-up and Breakdown:

•	 Set-up, arrange and take down chairs and 
tables

•	 Unpack and pack boxes

•	 Move boxes from and to storage

•	 Other grunt work

•	 Provide a truck (pick-up or larger) to 
transport supplies and equipment from and 
to storage on Thursday and Sunday

•	 Do you have ASL (American Sign Language) 
skills? Can you help our Deaf attendees get 
answers to festival questions or welcome them 
with a friendly chat?

Supervision and guidance will be provided. 
Whether two hours or twenty, you can contribute to 
the success of your Festival.  

Contact Ron Carter at poetdrummer1@yahoo.com

Many Hands Lighten the Work

Sale! Sale! Sale!
By Jaye McLaughlin

Special Storyteller caps and 40th Anniversary Books for sale in the Story 
Store this year! Thanks to Sue Kuentz, this year our special product will be 
embroidered caps for storytellers. 

Our Forty Years of Storytelling in Texas book will be available for pick-up at 
Festival if you pre-ordered it. You still have time to avoid the lines and order one 
or more copies now. Ted and Linda Parkhurst have been working diligently to edit 
and design this 40th Anniversary Book all year. We will have a special table set up 
for folks to pick up their copies and even get it autographed. 

Elizabeth Ellis has written a history of TSA and she will be at the pick-up table 
at scheduled times to autograph it for you. Different contributors will also be 
available for autographs as well. The schedule will be posted in the Story Store 
and throughout the Festival.

All these plus materials from the Featured Tellers, workshop leaders, and other TSA members and their new 
books will be available for purchase.  So, please plan on stopping by to pick up your book and browse for more 
books, puppets, and other resource materials.

mailto:poetdrummer1@yahoo.com
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By Elizabeth Ellis

This is the third part of a three-part series on Story 
Structure. If you missed Part One about Story 
Beginnings (Summer 2023) or Story Endings (Fall 
2023) or just want to review them, you can access 
them on the Tejas Storytelling Association website 
at https://tejasstorytelling.com/newsletters/.

We have talked about the importance of an 
attention getting opening and a satisfying conclusion 
in the last two issues of this newsletter. But don’t go 
thinking that the middle isn’t important. Think about 
Oreos. Do you believe they would sell as many of 
them if there were only the cookies? Not a chance! 
That creamy middle is what sells their product. The 
same could be said for a well-crafted story.

After getting the listener’s attention with a great 
opening, you want to keep their interest throughout 
the narrative. That 
means something 
needs to happen. 
If nothing much 
happens in the 
narrative you may 
have authored a 
good essay, but 
you don’t have 
much of a story. 
For there to be a 
story, you need 
to have conflict. 
Don’t let that 
word scare you. 
Conflict comes in 
all sizes. Think of 
the huge conflicts 
of stories of 
war and heroism. The conflict in many epic stories 
is huge. Now think of the conflict of two siblings 
on a car trip in the back seat. Conflict here is on a 
much smaller scale. Each is a story of conflict: one 
large, one small. Don’t forget that the conflict in a 
story can be external or internal. External conflict 
might be between two outside forces, either big 
or small. Internal conflict is usually between one 

But What About the Middle?
of the characters in the story and the person they 
want to be. Perhaps it is a conflict between the 
desire of the character to be themselves and the 
pressure of family or societal expectations. A good 
story will have internal or external conflict. A great 
story will have both. Think of the conflict that could 
be involved in choosing a career path or a life mate 
your family doesn’t approve of. The external conflict 
might be between you and your parents. However, 
there is likely to be strong internal conflict between 
you and yourself. Do I follow my heart? How can I 
bring myself to disappoint my parents?

Spotlight a particular conflict. Don’t tell us 
everything at once. Take some time to let the conflict 
develop. Start small and let it build. Anticipation is a 
large part of the listening experience.

This isn’t just true of personal stories about your 
own life. All of this can apply to other types of stories 
as well. You don’t need to share the story exactly as 

you encountered 
it. A folktale will 
have some conflict 
in it. That’s a given. 
However, you could 
choose to focus 
on a conflict in the 
story that does not 
get much attention 
in the tale as you 
found it. Or find a 
heightened way to 
present the discord 
that is at the center 
of the story.

The same thing 
would hold true of 
a historical story or 

a sacred tale. There needs to be conflict in order to 
develop a story that is worth the listening.

Remember, a story that works well for telling is 
different from a story that is good for reading. A 
story that people are reading can include a lot of 
description. It may have subplots and digressions. 

Continued  ...

https://tejasstorytelling.com/newsletters
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If the reader gets confused, they can turn back a 
page or two and get it all straightened out in their 
minds. That isn’t true of a story that is being told. 
In that case, the listener only gets one shot at 
understanding what is happening. There is no instant 
re-play available.

A story that is being told is like a billboard. It needs 
to be understood by anyone who drives by it at 
sixty miles an hour. One thing about billboards, they 
don’t have subplots. And they don’t have lengthy 
descriptions. They give one message. It is stated 
succinctly— in a colorful way.

Give a few details as fodder for the listener’s 
imagination. Don’t forget sensory engagement. That 
will make it feel real to the people in the seats. Work 
to find the right amount of detail the way you would 
add seasoning to a dish being prepared. Too little 
and the dish will be bland. Careful, too much and the 
seasoning will overpower the food.

The listener can’t enjoy what they don’t fully 
understand. To help them, you may need to give 
them context. If the story is a personal one, listeners 
may need to know something about your family. In 
some of my stories it is important for the listeners 
to know that my grandfather was a minister because 
that affected so much of our daily lives. Or if it were 
a folktale there might be a need to help the listeners 
understand the meaning of customs that are a part 
of the tale. A historical story may require a lot more 
context to be understood. The important part is to 
give the context in an entertaining way. Lecturing 
about the subject before the story begins is a sure-
fire way to disconnect your audience.

Find ways to include things folks need to know 
into the text of the story. Weave definitions into the 
narrative. One artistic way to accomplish this is with 
dialog. It is natural that an older character would be 
explaining something to a younger character, or that 
an old-timer would tell things to a newcomer. Granny 
would tell the new bride about the family’s history. 
The camp cook would explain things about a train 
drive to the greenhorn.

No matter how riveting your story is or how 
beautifully you tell it, you can’t keep people’s 
attention all the time. You say something in your 
story. Let’s say sled. When I hear that it makes me 
think of a sled I owned when I was little. All of a 

sudden, I am remembering things I haven’t thought 
of in years. Childhood sledding. The exhilaration of 
flying downhill with the wind in my face…Oh, you are 
still telling your story to me, so I return my attention 
to your tale. I have missed everything you said while 
I was having my sledding memories. There is no way 
you can keep that from happening. It occurs all the 
time. But it is a good reason to put something in the 
story twice if it is important to the understanding of 
the narrative.

Let’s say that the story is about a piece of jewelry 
that your Grandmother leaves to you when she 
passes. You are going to introduce the piece of 
jewelry in the story, but if folks are wool gathering 
when you speak about it, it would be great to give 
them a second chance to encounter it so that they 
can be moved by the ending of your story. Think of a 
way to show them the jewelry a second time but be 
careful to show it in a different way. Perhaps the first 
time we encounter it you are with your Grandmother. 
Later in the tale, you might talk to your Sister about 
it to give us a second chance to understand its 
importance.

When it is time to tell the story remember to 
pace yourself. Don’t rush. Give folks time to make 
the pictures in their imagination. Also pace yourself 
with your physical and emotional energy. You don’t 
want to expend so much energy in the early part of 
the story that you are exhausted before you get to 
the conclusion. Be wary of starting your telling with 
your energy too high. If you do that, you don’t have 
anywhere to go when the energy in the story begins 
to peak. You run the risk of damaging the ending 
of the story if you don’t have enough emotional or 
physical energy to deliver it with the force it needs.

The middle of the story is that delicious part called 
the plot. Things happen. We have questions: we want 
answers. Share it with us artistically. Then lead us 
into your amazing conclusion.

I can’t wait to hear it.
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Resolution of 
Respect and Gratitude   
in Loving Memory of  
David Leslie Titus

By David Claunch, President Emeritus 

With sadness, it is acknowledged David (Dave) 
Leslie Titus, a founding member of The Territory 
Tellers and a longtime active member of The Tejas 
Storytelling Association, passed from this life 
November 30, 2023. 

Whereas Dave was known as “The Stringman” 
due to his devotion to using string creating figures 
in practicing his storytelling avocation, thereby 
sharing his message of love through parable, story, 
and picture. Dave traveled around the world telling 
and gathering stories, recognizing the multicultural 
impact of the string figures, visiting camps 
of Tibetan refugees in Nepal, Pakistani refugees in 
Cairo, Liberian refugees in Ghana, nomadic tribes 
in Mongolia, and leprosy hospitals to gift through 
storytelling his art form.

Further, Dave shared this passion creating String 
Ministries, Inc. He published videos and books 
including String Magic From Around the World, String 
Fun with Parables, Native American String 
Figures, African String Figures, and Native Alaskan 
String Figures. Dave did as always, treat the culture 
of the indigenous people with care, respect, and 
reverence.

Dave was a frequent attendee at the annual Texas 
Storytelling Festival in Denton, Texas, always with 
string in hand and holding a pocket full of extra so 
he could share his figures and stories with everyone 
he met. He was often a key component of the 
Youth Storytelling Concert and workshops as teller, 
teacher, mentor, and friend.

Now, therefore, be it resolved that in honor of and 
in loving memory, The Tejas Storytelling Association 
joins Dave’s family and friends to mourn the loss of 
our talented, passionate, generous, and gifted friend. 
Dave’s presence will be sorely missed by legions. 

This Resolution is humbly submitted with deep 
gratitude and appreciation for the gift of his time 
and talents, shared with the many; all acknowledging 
their treasured moments with David Leslie Titus, 
The Stringman.

Acknowledged and offered by the Board of 
Directors and membership of the Tejas Storytelling 
Association. 

Tejas Storytelling Association also extends the 
sympathy of its members to...

The family and friends of Carl Anderson. Carl was 
a lifelong Santa and child psychologist from Austin 
who served 30+ years as the official Santa of Dallas 
NorthPark Mall.

Friends of David and Carl are encouraged to 
donate to TSA to promote enrichment programs for 
youth and young adults that are our future.

Sustaining Membership
Don’t forget that there is a new way to support TSA – through Sustaining Membership. An opportunity to 

contribute as little as $10 per month to help spread the joy of storytelling.

History is Important!
Don’t forget to take pictures of all your guild and TSA activities (in person and virtual) so that we can 

make our yearbooks. Please label the people in the photographs and the guild information as well. Then 
send it to our historian, Jaye McLaughlin at jayemclaughlin@gmail.com.  

mailto:jayemclaughlin@gmail.com
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2022-2023 TSA  Governing Board
Rick Davis, President

president@tejasstorytelling.com

Michael Brundy, Vice President
vp@tejasstorytelling.com

Sandra Aguirre-Magana, Secretary
secretary@tejasstorytelling.com

Dalton Gregory, Treasurer
treasurer@tejasstorytelling.com

Karen Archer
karcher1234@outlook.com

Janet Bickel-Burton
jhbickleburton@gmail.com

Ron Carter
Poetdrummer1@yahoo.com 

Kathy Culmer
khculmer@aol.com

Sue Kuentz
sue.kuentz@gmail.com

Jaye McLaughlin
jayemclaughlin@gmail.com

Pam Pipkin
Pap.pipkin3@gmail.com

Hank Roubicek
hankroubicek@gmail.com

Nancy Self
nself42@gmail.com

David Claunch,  President Emeritus
emeritus-president@tejasstorytelling.com

Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a  

non-profit organization dedicated to 
fostering the appreciation of storytelling 

as an oral tradition, a performing art,  
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

From the President
By Rick Davis 

Happy New Year and welcome to an exciting 
time of anticipation! We are all looking forward to 
returning to our in-person 2024 Texas Storytelling 
Festival in March. What a great celebration of 
Storytelling that will be!

In this new year, let us all continue to remain 
focused on our Mission Statement: 

The Tejas Storytelling Association is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to fostering the appreciation of storytelling as 
an oral tradition, a performing art, and an educational tool.

Yes, we are a 501(3)c non-profit organization and will continue to be 
a regional voice making advancements in storytelling in substantive 
and important ways in our communities. And by amplifying those 
voices, we hope the results will also be a further, greater appreciation of 
storytelling.

You – our TSA members, help make this happen through your tax-
deductible membership and other donations. The relationship of our 
members to TSA and the programs we sustain help make certain the 
Tejas Storytelling Association endures and will continue to find more 
ways to be active and engaged in this mission. 

Announcing the TSA College Scholarship 

Your Board of Directors has authorized and approved an annual 
scholarship to be awarded to an existing student who has shown 
specific exceptional talents or skills in storytelling or story writing. 
The initial scholarship, we hope, will be awarded in 2024 to a student at 
The University of North Texas. The beginnings of the Texas Storytelling 
Festival and the Tejas Storytelling Association came from students and 
faculty of The University of North Texas.

You can be a part of this exciting new way of fostering storytelling 
– whether as an oral tradition, performing art or educational tool – 
through your tax-deductible contribution to our Scholarship Fund. We 
need your help and your support. Contributions, Sponsorships, and 
other Sustaining Membership offerings to TSA can be 
specifically designated to the Scholarship Fund, or the Doc Moore 
Educational Fund (benefiting our Guilds).

In an effort to reach out to the next generations of storytellers, 
this new TSA College Scholarship promises to continue the mission 
of sustaining our love of storytelling. Please join in this worthwhile 
endeavor.  Contact our office in Denton or email me at president@
tejassotrytelling.com to learn more! 

I look forward to seeing you – next up – in March at THE FESTIVAL! 

mailto:president@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:vp@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:secretary@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:treasurer@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:karcher1234@outlook.com
mailto:jhbickleburton@gmail.com
mailto:Poetdrummer1@yahoo.com
mailto:khculmer@aol.com
mailto:sue.kuentz@gmail.com
mailto:jayemclaughlin@gmail.com
mailto:Pap.pipkin3@gmail.com
mailto:hankroubicek@gmail.com
mailto:hankroubicek%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:nself42@gmail.com
mailto:emeritus-president@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:president@tejassotrytelling.com
mailto:president@tejassotrytelling.com
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John Henry Faulk Award
This award is presented to someone whose 

devotion to storytelling over a significant period 
of time has made a major impact upon the 
advancement of the profession within the state.

It is the most prestigious award given in the 
Southwest in the name of storytelling and is given in 
honor of John Henry Faulk, a master storyteller and 
major defender of the First Amendment.

Marvin Brown Volunteer 
Service Award

This award recognizes an individual or group 
whose contributions of time and talents to TSA 
have enhanced the reputation of TSA in the greater 
Denton area and beyond.

This award is in honor of Marvin Brown for his work 
in the TSA office, at the annual festival, and with 
youth tellers.

Finley Stewart Trailblazing 
Award

This award may be presented to an individual, 
group, or business that pioneered and created an 
outstanding organization, festival or business that 
promotes storytelling and utilizes the membership of 
the Tejas Storytelling Association.

This award honors Finley Stewart, the man who 
founded both the Festival and the organization 
through his trail blazing spirit.

Colson-Herndon Educator’s 
Award

This award honors an educator, who has given 
of his/her time and talent to mentor an individual 
or group in storytelling or has been instrumental in 
promoting storytelling in their field.

This award is given in honor of Ted Colson and 
Rosanna Herndon who promoted the integration of 
storytelling in their respective fields.  

Martha Len Nelson Special 
Services Award

This award is given occasionally to recognize the 
above-and-beyond kind of service to TSA and the 
storytelling community within the state and nation.

The services of this person have made a notable 
impact upon the profession of storytelling as well 
as the visibility and contributions of the Tejas 
Storytelling Association.

 

2023 Recipients:
•	 John Henry Faulk Award: Sue Kuentz
•	 Marvin Brown Volunteer Service Award: Dean 

Keith
•	 Colson-Herndon Educator’s Award: MaryAnn 

Blue
•	 Martha Len Nelson Special Services Award: 

Valerie Kimball
•	 Finley Stewart trailblazing award: Zula B. Wylie 

Public Library.

Nominations are due ASAP! 

Tejas Storytelling Association Awards

Please send nominations ASAP to both Carol at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com  
and Hank Roubicek at hankroubicek@gmail.com. Form on the following pages or 
downloaded from our website: https://tejasstorytelling.com/about-us/awards/

mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:hankroubicek@gmail.com
https://tejasstorytelling.com/about-us/awards
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TSA Award Nomination Form 

This form can be downloaded at: 
https://tejasstorytelling.com/about-us/awards/ 

Complete a separate nomination form for each award nomination you wish to 
submit. 
 

 

Select one award for this nomination: 
 John Henry Faulk Award (Submit this completed nomination by January 20, 2024) 
 Marvin Brown Volunteer Award (Submit this completed nomination by January 20, 2024) 
 Finley Stewart Trailblazer Award (Submit this completed nomination by January 20, 2024) 
 Special Services Award (Submit this completed nomination by January 20, 2024) 
 Colson-Herndon Education Award (Submit this completed nomination by January 20, 2024) 

The Nominee: 
Name: 

     

 
Street Address: 

     

 
City, State, Zip code: 

     

 
Phone – Day: 

     

 Evening: 

     

 Cell: 

     

 
Email address: 

     

 
Is the nominee a member of TSA?  Yes:  �No:  

The Nominator: 
Name: 

     

 
Street Address: 

     

 
City, State, Zip code: 

     

 
Phone – Day: 

     

 Evening: 

     

 Cell: 

     

 
Email address: 

     

 
Are you a member of TSA? Yes:  �No:  

 
Support for the Nominee:  Provide 3 letters of support for this nomination: 1 from you, and 2 
from others in the storytelling community. Place the contact information for the additional 
individuals below: 

Name: 

     

 
Street Address: 

     

 
City, State, Zip code: 

     

 
Phone – Day: 

     

 Evening: 

     

 Cell: 

     

 
Email address: 

     

 
 

Name: 

     

 
Street Address: 

     

 
City, State, Zip code: 

     

 
Phone – Day: 

     

 Evening: 

     

 Cell: 

     

 
Email address: 
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Information to Include in the Letters: 
Each letter should be no more than 2 pages long, standard letter size with one inch margin, font size 11pt 
or larger.  Letters should contain specific information supporting the nomination, including: 

• Description of the nominee’s experience with storytelling and the storytelling community; 
• Description of leadership within the storytelling community; and 
• Description of service to storytellers, storytelling guilds, institutions, organizations, and the 

community within which they live 

Submitting the Nomination: 
Submit this completed form and supporting letters directly to the Awards committee by: 

Emailing all documents to the TSA Awards Committee chair Hank Roubicek at 
hankroubicek@gmail.com and to Carol Barrow at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com 
Hank Roubicek: 832-277-1581 
TSA Office Phone: 940-380-9320 
 
Preferred type of delivery: Please send nominations/letters as an attachment (Word) with an email. 
If you choose to mail documents, please be sure they are sent together in one large envelope. 
Mail the combined documents to the TSA office at the address below: 
 
Tejas Storytelling Association 
ATTN:  Awards Committee 
214 W. Hickory 
Denton, TX 76201 
 
Note:  All original copies of nominations and letters will be kept in the TSA office.  If the nominee 
is not selected in the year nominated, the nominee’s paperwork will be kept on file and 
automatically reconsidered for the following year. 
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Guild News

June 21-23, 2024, Houston, Texas
Bi-Annual Summer Conference Mission Statement:

The conference is an education-centered event providing safe and supportive 
opportunities for attendees to enhance and improve their storytelling skills during 
a stage performance, in a work environment, or an informal setting such as a guild 
meeting or story swap. To further meet these needs, the conference will focus 
on four interest groups: 1. Professional storytellers who currently or plan to make 
storytelling a livelihood; 2. Those who use storytelling in their vocations (e.g., 
teaching, clergy, therapy, branding, etc.); 3. Individuals who love telling stories as 
an avocation; and 4. Our youth who wish to learn storytelling unique to their demographic. 

Your Conference Team: 
Team Leader - David Claunch 
Education Crew: Hank Roubicek, Fran Stallings, Nancy Self, Elly Hard 
Logistics Crew: Ron Carter, David Claunch

Summer Conference:  
Storytelling: Context, Culture, Connections

Guilds who wish to provide story learning 
opportunities in their communities are reminded 
that funds are available through the Doc Moore 
Education Fund to assist in these efforts. For 
more information or to apply contact Tim Tingle: 
Timtingle@hotmail.com

Houston Storytellers Guild
Needs volunteers for the 2024 TSA Summer 

Conference

San Antonio Storytellers 
Association 

Continues to hold hybrid meetings and archiving 
them on their YouTube channel. Please watch 
and subscribe at https://www.youtube.com/@
sanantoniostorytellers628

North 40 Storytellers Guild 
On Monday, January 15, 2024, from 7:00 pm to 

9:00 pm CST, the Tejas Storytelling Association 
hosted the North 40 
Storytelling Guild’s workshop 
on Zoom.  If you ever wanted to 
know more about the current 
technology be it computer 
hardware, cloud storage or 
just computer basics, this was 
the workshop for you. The 
workshop presented by the 
North 40 Guild featured Dean Keith, a fantastic 
instructor and storyteller.

This workshop was a free benefit to all TSA 
members.  It is an example of TSA supporting guilds.

TSA’s Free Virtual Events Series anticipates 
showcasing one of our Guilds about every 60 days, or 
about 6 times per year. 

mailto:Timtingle@hotmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/@sanantoniostorytellers628
https://www.youtube.com/@sanantoniostorytellers628
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By Hank Roubicek

I don’t want to offend any of my friends in TSA, 
but Billy Crystal is my favorite storyteller. His book, 
700 Sundays, is a testament to his ability. I’m no Billy 
Crystal, but I did make it possible for over 700 stories 
to be told.   

My guest appearance on Houston’s KPFT “Open 
Journal,” a monthly spot about new topics relevant 
to the community, happened when programmers 
from KPFT came to my book signing for my first 
edition of So, What’s Your Story? Discovering the 
Story in You, held at Houston’s Brazos Bookstore in 
fall 2008. Coupled with an essay “The Human Myth,” 
also published that year, the station manager invited 
me to banter a bit about storytelling. Knowing I am a 
professor, he asked me to use academic research to 
simplify the essence of storytelling. Can anyone say, 
oxymoron? He meant well. I replied, “Sure. It’s what 
I do.” But did I? Little did I know this opportunity 
would be a test to determine if I could explain the 
power of story? 

As all of you know, everyone is a storyteller but 
that does not mean they know that they are. And 
if they did, where would they start? And, if they 
could start, how would they organize it? Sequence 
it? Deliver it? Own it? So, I spent an hour describing, 
illustrating, demonstrating, and hoping I wasn’t 
wasting anyone’s time. I learned the following day 
that I didn’t waste anyone’s time (at least most). 
The station received a flood of calls praising them 
for finally spotlighting a topic that was both fun and 
meaningful. 

Ernesto, the program manager, phoned me that 
day to ask if I wanted to do a show. He wanted me 
to treat storytelling on an additional “Open Journal.” 
I did the show for a few months. Listeners loved it, 
and I aired weekly. The show needed a name. Well, 
the title of my book worked so why not use it for the 
show? Besides, the title said it all. 

I knew the only way to craft a show of this type 
was to invite LIVE tellers to tell stories. Thinking 

Unlike Video, Storytelling Didn’t Kill the Radio Star

about this was exhausting. Get real people in the 
studio every week? Well, miracles happen. I managed 
to solicit storytellers, every week, to deliver stories. 
Because I publicized the show as highlighting 
ordinary people with extraordinary stories to tell, I 
received calls from potential tellers. Now the hard 
part: To provide a weekly cohesive, theme centered 
show that will underscore the power of story. It 
was challenging. It required scripts, coaching, and 
scheduling time constraints. I gave questions to 
guests in advance and told them how much time 
they had to respond to them. Keep in mind that KPFT 
is listener-sponsored.  In short: Volunteers rule. No 
pay. And this was a very tall order. No problem. I am 
an educator. I am used to doing things for free. After 
2 years of doing everything my show required, not 
to mention my full-time job as a professor, I finally 
got smart. I needed a team. Fast. The team would 
consist of co-hosts, an engineer in the form of a 
student intern, a webmaster, and a sponsor. 

The first team consisted of Warren Holleman, Mary 
Edgerton, and Greg Audel. Each are great tellers, 
technicians, and most important, very dear friends. 
Currently, the team members are Mary Edgerton, Erik 
Heen, and Larry Thompson. I produce and continue 
to host. Trish Blassingame is our brilliant webmaster. 
Every student intern was wonderful. However, 

Continued  ...
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Tatyana Gago and Rico Henriquez are standouts. 
Finding a sponsor was easy: The Houston Storytellers 
Guild. I needed their support. Now, it is their show 
too. 

The concept of the show continued to evolve. 
We publicized the show as ordinary people telling 
extraordinary stories. Over 700 storytellers over the 
years, stories about tragedy and jubilation, hate and 
love, fear and bravery, surprise and prognostication. 
A 50-year-old meeting his father for the first time. A 
mother’s tale about her daughter’s murder. A mishap, 
a bad date, a sudden loss. Stories laced with humor, 
wit, and wisdom. Then there are the tellers who take 
us on fanciful journeys into the world of folktales, 
fairytales, fantasies, and more. Personal stories. 
Fictional tales. Traditional yarns. All stories—like 
clay molded by the teller. And all of them prompt 
listeners to discover the might of human emotion. 

Ironically, COVID made it possible to invite 
storytellers from all over the country. In fact, all over 
the world. We had to record shows at home (one 
helluva learning curve) and then upload. Although 
some previous guests were professional storytellers, 
recording at home opened our range of tellers. 
Suddenly more of our guests were seasoned tellers 
and, when mixed with those ordinary folks with 
extraordinary stories to tell, the magic of human 
connection happens.

Our show is not only about stories. It is about 
education. Hundreds of students have used our 
show as a creative platform for their work. Teachers 
use our show to prove that our kids can learn and 
create. Hundreds of students and tellers use the 
archives for research. Every show since 2008 is on 
houstonstorytellers.org. Go to menu and you will 
find “So, What’s Your Story?” Click and enjoy the 
shows. You will find the host for that show and the 
names of the guest tellers. Additionally, you will see 
my podcast, “The Story Voice” listed on our site. This 
podcast offers a few SWYS shows and storytellers 
with unique themes. Type “The Story Voice podcast” 
on google to locate it easily. You will recognize names 
listed as guests on both SWYS and The Story Voice 
because many of those names are YOU! 

At the risk of sounding hyperbolic, when I received 
our coveted Trailblazers Award in 2017, it cemented 
“So, What’s Your Story?” as a success. SWYS is the 
only show in Houston devoted to storytelling. The 
show was the first storytelling institution in Houston, 
before The Moth, Adult Storytime, and even before 
short courses/workshops in learning to tell a story. 

I do not consider myself a great storyteller. But I 
am grateful to have played a role in promoting our 
art. Mostly, I am grateful to storytelling associations, 
especially TSA, for endorsing what I love. 

All our shows end with a phrase I scripted in 2008. 
It drew from my life experiences. 

It is never too late to live happily ever after. Peace. 

Dr. Hank Roubicek is Professor Emeritus of 
Communication Studies at the University of Houston 
Downtown. He is an award-winning educator, 
consultant to many organizations, included 
several times in Who’s Who Among American 
College Teachers, founder and lead host of So, 
What’s Your Story? On Houston’s KPFT 90.1 FM, 
host of the podcast The Story Voice, and author 
of several books including So, What’s Your Story: 
Discovering the Story in You; and contributor 
to Studies in Mythology published by Oxford 
Press. His groundbreaking research in narrative 
expression has made him an internationally sought-
after speaker and workshop facilitator. He is a 
contributor to Houston Matters, a Houston Moth 
storytelling champion, member of the National 
Storytelling Network, a board member of the Tejas 
Storytelling Association, and past president of the 
Houston Storytellers Guild. He is the recipient of the 
prestigious “Trailblazers” award issued by Tejas for 
pioneering storytelling in the Houston area. Hank is 
also a passionate advocate for tolerance education 
and a veteran docent at Holocaust Museum 
Houston. His stories about being raised by Holocaust 
Survivors reveal his role as master storyteller.

houstonstorytellers.org
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Storytelling Calendar
Submit Your Event
Get free advertising for your events. Submit your 
event for the Texas Coop Power Calendar.
https://texascooppower.com/events/

IN PERSON
March 7 – 10, 2024 – Denton, Texas
Texas Storytelling Festival (39th Annual)
Featuring: Fran Stallings, Donald Davis, Nestor Gomez, 
and Kathy Culmer

June 21-23, 2024
TSA 2024 Bi-Annual Summer Conference
Houston, Texas
                     

VIRTUAL – Special Events
Making a Connection
By Michael Brundy

Join TSA on January 27, 2024, from 9:00 am to 12:00 
pm (CST) for an exclusive storytelling workshop titled 
“Making a Connection” featuring the renowned
Elizabeth Ellis, an American Masterpiece Touring 
Artist designated by the National Endowment for the 
Arts.
  
Elizabeth Ellis is a versatile and riveting storyteller of 
Appalachian and Texas tales. She is an award-winning 
author and recipient of the Lifetime Achievement 
Award and Circle of Excellence Award from the 
National Storytelling Network. She is known for 
delivering down-home wisdom, southern style, with 
stories filled with hilarious and poignant honesty.
    
This workshop is a fundraiser for TSA.  It cost $50 and 
will be well worth it.
After you have registered, a Zoom link will be sent to 
you. Click this link to go to the payment page: https://
tsa23.wildapricot.org/admin/events/details/?Details
DisplayMode=View&eventId=5523638&selTab=1

Virtual Guild Meetings
Central Texas Storytelling Guild
Second Tuesday of each month
6:30 p.m. CST
Contact: David Thompson at belstories@yahoo.com

Doc Moore Storytelling Guild
Third Thursday of each month
5:30 – 7:00 pm CST
Email Tim and request to be added to the email list. 
You will receive a link the day before meeting.
Contact: Tim Tingle, timtingle@hotmail.com

Dallas Storytelling Guild
Second Wednesday of each month
7:00–9:00 pm CST
www.DallasStorytelling.org
Contact: Peggy Helmick-Richardson, 214-321-9791, 
twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net

Houston Storytellers Guild
HSG monthly Story Swaps on Zoom
Fourth Tuesday of each month
7:00-8:30 p.m. CST
Bring a story to share or come to listen. Sign up 
for our e-letter or visit our website to learn more 
about our weekly radio show, meetings, upcoming 
performances, workshops and events.
https://houstonstorytellers.org

The North 40 Storytelling Guild 
The group meets virtually once each quarter.
Contact: Minetta Smith, msbooklady@sbcglobal.net 
for zoom link information.

Rockwall Storytelling Guild
Fourth Tuesday of each month - Live and Virtual
6:00 pm CST. 
rockwallstorytelling@gmail.com
Contact: Viveca Deanes, 334-552-0748

San Antonio Storytelling Guild
First Wednesday of each month - Live and Virtual
7:00 - 8:00pm CST
Zoom Link is sent out to members and Facebook 
Messenger. 
Bring a short story to share or come to listen. All are 
welcome. Family friendly!
https://sanantoniostorytellers.com 
Like us on Facebook -San Antonio Storytellers

https://texascooppower.com/events/
https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/admin/events/details/?DetailsDisplayMode=View&eventId=5523638&selTab=1
https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/admin/events/details/?DetailsDisplayMode=View&eventId=5523638&selTab=1
https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/admin/events/details/?DetailsDisplayMode=View&eventId=5523638&selTab=1
mailto:belstories@yahoo.com
mailto:timtingle@hotmail.com
www.DallasStorytelling.org
mailto:twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net
http://www.houstonstorytellers.org
mailto:msbooklady@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rockwallstorytelling@gmail.com
http://www.sanantoniostorytellers.com
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The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter 
published by the Tejas Storytelling 
Association.
Editor: OPEN 
Production: Karen Wollscheid 
Contributors: varies for each issue
Tejas Teller submission deadline is the 
last Friday of the month of each calendar 
quarter end: March, June, September, and 
December. 
General news items can be sent to the 
editor at secretary@tejasstorytelling.com
Currently the Tejas Teller is being 
distributed electronically to email 
addresses stored with TSA membership 
records. If you would like a printed copy 
of the newsletter, please notify the TSA 
Office at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com.

214 W. Hickory St. 
Denton, TX 76201

DONATIONS
We need your support in our mission of 

storytelling. Please send your tax deductible 
donation in support of storytelling and our mission 
in this region. Thank you!

CHECK: Mail your donation check to TSA, 214 W. 
Hickory St., Denton, TX 76201.

ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations

MEMBERSHIP
If you are not a member, come and join our 

storytelling family and friends in our region. We can 
spread the tradition and the power of storytelling. All 
are welcome; every member is important, whether 
story listener, storyteller, or story lover.

Even if you took some time off or have been a 
member in the past, we would love have you back!

Membership Categories: (Yearly)
Individual: ........................................$35
Family: ..............................................$60
Organization: .................................. $75
Youth (age 18 and younger):........$10

»» CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application 
found on our website under the Membership 
tab and mail with your check or credit card 
information to TSA, 214 W. Hickory St., Denton, 
TX 76201.

»» PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940-
380-9320. We will return your call, answer 
your questions, and record your credit card 
information for billing.

»» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/
Membership

TSA’s mission is to foster an appreciation of 
storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art, 
and an educational tool. Our members are a vital 
part in making this mission succeed. We need you!

Storytelling Event Free Advertising
Submit your event on our webpage for all to see! 

You can list your Affiliate Guild events on the Tejas 
Storytelling Association’s website yourself.

Simply go to http://www.tejasstorytelling.com 
and click on Submit Event Listing under the Event 

Calendar tab in the top menu. 
If you submit early enough, it will go into our next 
newsletter. This is just one of the services offered 

by the Tejas Storytelling Association.
https://tejasstorytelling.com/events

Don’t miss any of the Facebook and Twitter 
posts highlighting storytellers, concerts and 

activities at the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Like us! Become a friend! Share!
https://facebook.com/tejasstorytellingassociation 
https://facebook.com/texasstorytellingfestival 

https://twitter.com/tejastales

Tejas Storytelling Association 
Non-Discrimination and Social Justice 
Policy

The Tejas Storytelling Association is organized 
and operates with the purpose of seeking out 
and encouraging audiences and storytellers 
from diverse backgrounds. We firmly commit 
our organization to equality, fairness, safety, and 
justice for all. Whenever and wherever we gather, 
we commit to providing a safe and inclusive 
environment.

We oppose acts of discrimination, harassment, 
hate, or violence against groups or persons 
based on age, race, ethnicity or nationality, color, 
religious belief, gender, sexual orientation or gender 
identification, health or physical disability, and 
experience. We oppose injustice and oppression in 
whatever forms they might take.

We commit our organization to operate in a way 
that represents the best practices of environmental 
stewardship.

mailto:secretary@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Membership
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Membership
http://www.tejasstorytelling.com
https://tejasstorytelling.com/events
https://facebook.com/tejasstorytellingassociation
https://facebook.com/texasstorytellingfestival 
https://twitter.com/tejastales

