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Thank You!

By Vivian Rutherford, Artistic Director

The 39th Annual Texas Storytelling Festival was
a huge success! Over and over we heard: It was
great! This was the best! | loved the workshops!
The Featured Tellers were amazing! The stories, the
stories! Seeing old friends, making new friends! The
finds from the Silent Auction - Awesome! | found just
what | needed and more at the Story Store!

So, thank YOU for making the 39th one for the
records. Without you, all of the accolades would not
have been possible. Thank you to all who said yes to
the call to sponsor, to volunteer and participate in
the Festival. Thanks to all who came because your
presence made the Festival. And if you were not able
to attend, your thoughts and prayers were very much
appreciated.

Buckle your seatbelts, because we are now in
anticipation of the 40th. Jaye McLaughlin and | are
so excited! We can’t wait to see you there!

Festival Teams Pull Off
a Great Festival

By Michael Brundy, TSA/VP, Festival Managing Director

The Tejas Storytelling Festival, March 7th through
March 10th of 2024, was a rousing success. It was
well attended and the attendees were informed,
entertained, and inspired. The featured tellers were
fabulous. The workshops were marvelous. The
lunches, the dinners, the slams, the ghost tales,
the liars’ contest, and all other events were well
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From the President

By Rick Davis

It is that time of the year when your Board of
Directors looks to add new members. As some of
our members’ terms expire, others have expressed
an interest in serving. Currently, we anticipate an
election of Directors by about the first of May.

All current members of the Tejas Storytelling
Association will receive an email ballot - to which you
will reply with a vote for the open positions.

| am excited to announce the following candidates
have stepped forward and will stand for your vote to
join the TSA leadership team:

Mark Bambino has been a

member of the San Antonio

Storytellers Association (SASA) guild

for 30 years, and frequent member

of its leadership Council. He has

performed at the Texas Storytelling

Festival, the George West StoryFest,
and the Texas Folklife Festival. He has given
workshops at The MacNay Art Museum, The San
Antonio Museum of Art, and The Phillips Foundation
in D.C. He is now retired from decades of teaching
elementary school and training new teachers; he can
often be seen walking his two dogs or playing with
his grandson.

Barbara Bridgewater comes from
the north and east, first experiencing
her first Liars’ and Storytelling
Contests in West Virginia. Barbara
first started story telling in Texas
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with her daughter, Clare, as they paired up to start
the Heart of Texas Story Telling Guild in Waco,
Texas 10 years ago. Her daughter has moved on,
but Barbara remains, participating in her local

guild in a variety of appearances each year! Since
then, she has enjoyed many lies, stories, and tears
as she shares folk tales, invents and exaggerates
stories, and sometimes tells deep truths. One of
her favorite events each year is portraying Kate
Ross Padgit, one of the founders of Waco, in Waco’s
Cemetery Tales each October. Her paid work since
coming to Texas has been to teach English as a
Second Language through her local community
college as well as work with families experiencing
homelessness. Now that she is slowing down a little,
she intends to do more storytelling, both informally
and formally! Participating in the larger Texas Story
Telling Association is one of those ways in which she
is expanding some of her services for the next few
years. She supported TSA Festival 2024 as a Rising
Star participant and workshop facilitator.

David Brock is currently a full-time
physics student at UT Dallas, he grew
up in Cedar Hill, TX with parents and
a variety of animals - including dogs,
cats, goats, and a donkey. David has
enjoyed telling stories since joining
a storytelling group at the Zula B.

Woylie Public Library around age seven. Since then,
he has told at a variety of places, from libraries and
community events to the Texas Storytelling Festival
in Denton, and at the Timpanogos Storytelling
Festival in Utah. Beginning during the period that

we all refer to as COVID, David has had the honor of
hosting and co-hosting many storytelling events and
workshops on Zoom. He also enjoys going barefoot,
climbing trees, and especially, doing research.

John Hale excels at motivating
workers through compelling
narratives, drawing from his
own past experiences of making
poor decisions and facing the
consequences. He has discovered
that personal stories have a powerful

impact on employees, reinforcing key safety
messages and guiding the high-risk team toward
establishing a safe work environment.

In addition to recounting his upbringing in the
countryside, John captivates local audiences with
folktales and uses storytelling to inspire and promote
oral storytelling traditions. As a retired Master
Sergeant of the US Air Force and with a background
as an industrial safety manager, John brings a
wealth of knowledge and expertise to his role. Since
2020, he has served as a San Antonio Storytellers
Association board member. John will assume their
presidency this June 1st. His passion for storytelling
extends beyond local communities, as he aspires to
join the board of the Texas Storytelling Association
to promote the art of storytelling across Texas.

His commitment to sharing stories and fostering a
culture of safety and inspiration makes him an asset
to TSA.

Tony Hardman has served

as the Library Director of both

Western Oklahoma State College

and Oklahoma Panhandle State

University (OPSU) over the last

nineteen years, as well as serving

as an adjunct speech and theatre
instructor. While in Oklahoma, he has served as
an officer on the Territory Tellers board for the
past seventeen years, including serving currently
as its President. He has also been active in the
Tejas Storytelling Association, having performed
at five Texas Storytelling Festivals. Last year, he
was crowned the winner of the Liar’s Contest. While
at OPSU, Tony served as the Artist in Residence at
the No Man’s Land Historical Museum in Goodwell,
Oklahoma. Every year he tells ghost stories there
on Halloween Night and has recently performed his
fringe, “Emmet Dalton Tells His Own Story” for the
No Man’s Land Historical Society.

Watch your email for a ballot around the first of
May. All current members of the Tejas Storytelling
Association will receive an email ballot - to which
you will reply with a vote for the open positions.
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Festival Teams...Continued

attended. But what made all of this come together
and happen in such a fluid manner was the work
of the festival team. I’d like to take some time to
acknowledge the team’s accomplishments:

Starting with our Logistics Director, Janet Bickel-
Burton. Janet was responsible for acquiring the
venues, making sure the contracts were signed, and
that we had places to tell at the scheduled times.
She was responsible for the food, the lunches, and
the dinners. She was responsible for all those things
that people don’t know get done behind the scenes.
She did all those things and did them very well.

Then there was our Artistic Director, Vivian
Rutherford. Vivian was responsible for the contact
that was made with the featured tellers. She stayed
in constant contact with the featured tellers, making
sure all the travel and lodging concerns were met.
She made sure that we had biographies and photos
for the workshop presenters and all the tellers. This
work made it easier to promote the concerts.

And that brings us to our Marketing Director,
Kim Lehman. Kim did so much with marketing
that it’s hard to quantify. She ensured that we had
bookmarks, posters, banners, and used social media,
TV, and radio to help get the word out about the
festival. She met with graphic designers and made
sure that everything was color coordinated and
looked good at the festival. It’s amazing the impact
that good marketing can have on a festival.

Then there were other members like Jaye
McLaughlin, our festival advisor, who ran the
story store. She did a fantastic job. She was also
responsible for leading the 40th Anniversary book
initiative which was a hit. And on top of all that, Jaye
was recoghized by TSA for her contributions - she
was an award winner.

The silent auction was run by Debbie Waddell.
Debbie made sure that everything was sold and at a
good price. She kept up with the inventory of all the
goods and the prices and because of her we made a
lot of money.

Now, you can’t leave out people like Chester

Weems who did the photography. Chester provided
headshots to the members for a donation. This is
something that tellers can use in their professional
and personal lives.

Then there was Sue Kuentz, who handled all the
youth activities. It was great to see the young people
on the big stage and to attend their workshop.

Ron Carter, Volunteer Coordinator and
videographer made sure we had all the help we
needed to move chairs and tables and assisted in
any kind of way with logistics. He also gave pictorial
updates on Facebook throughout the festival
weekend.

Concessions were handled by Sandra Aguirre-
Magaiia and her son Jesus. They had the best coffee
and teas. Their service and treats were the talk of the
festival.

Finally, none of this would have occurred without
money. We are grateful for the work of Dalton
Gregory, our Financial Director, and Valerie Kimble,
the best grant writer in the world. They not only
made sure we had money, but they made sure that
we kept track of and did only what we should be
doing with the grant money we received.

All of this came together with the help of the TSA
Office Manager, Carol Barrow. Carol helped in every
category and in every instance. Her big job at the
festival was registration. But behind the scenes she
did so much more.

| am grateful to have led the Festival Team. | think
their hard work and planning ensured a successful
festival. They did a darn good job. | can’t name
everyone that helped with the festival, there are just
too many.

But thanks to all. It was a great time.
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Festival Participants Say...

“The friendliness of the people in general was
palpable, adding to an excellent experience.”

“This was my first time attending ANY storytelling
event and it was amazing!”

“Donald Davis always, always, always resonates
with me!ll One man’s trash is another man’s treasure:
| found a photo album in the Silent Auction and won
the bid on it.”

“It was wonderful. | had a rough couple of weeks
before | attended, and the weekend refreshed and
regenerated me.”

“I made some great connections, and | feel like |
learned a lot.”

“I like the fact that storytelling is something you
can do at any age, and in fact, having some age can
work in your favor as you have more life experience.”

“l enjoyed listening to each storyteller. | loved the
fact that none of the storytellers were like any other!
Each one uses the talent of sharing their story in a
unique way of expression. Thanks to every single one
of them for making this a memorable experience!”

“l enjoy the sense of community that the festival
provides from the audience to tellers, to volunteers
to security. It is like going home.”

“l got to tell at the Rising Stars Concert and was
absolutely thrilled by the experience.”

“The Poetry and Story Slam were excellent and

I”

well organized. And so much fun. Great Host!

“It was such an inspiring festival, | thought offering
workshops like the ASL were really helpful for my
profession and,
just in general,
| was in awe
of the bravery
and talent.”

“One of
my all-time
favorite events
in Denton,
Texas.”

2024 Festival by the Numbers

4 featured tellers
+ 26 other storytellers
+ 23 poet slammers
22 story slammers
+ 7 youth tellers
+ 6liars
27 emcees and moderators
« 2 ASL interpreters
+ 17 storytelling concerts
8 workshops
+ Tmaster class
2 music performances
+ 10 contest judges
+ 20 - states represented
2 - countries represented
59 first time registered festival attendees
+ And countless volunteers—priceless!

Come One, Come All!

We had people from 20 states and 2 countries
come to our festival.

Arkansas, California, Colorado, Florida, lllinois,
Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Mississippi,
North Carolina, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, West Virginia and
British Colombia, Canada

Texas Storytelling Festival in
the News

Read what they wrote about the Festival:
Denton Record Chronicle

https://dentonrc.com/entertainment/what-
to-expect-at-texas-storytelling-festival-this-
week-personal-funny-faith-based-even-spooky/
article 2fc399f3-9d12-52bd-9794-9e0al4a6ad6d.
html

Collin-Denton Spotlighter

https://collindentonspotlighter.com/master-
storytellers-come-to-denton-connect-audiences-
showcase-craft-texas-storytelling-festival/
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Family/Youth Storytelling
Day was AMAZING!

By Sue Kuentz

“The Youth Storytelling was an unexpected
gem. Their telling was wonderful and
showed the amount of work they did to
prepare their stories and the amount of
work their coaches did to prepare/mentor/
coach their students. Kudos to both the
tellers and the coaches.”

Our morning Family/Youth Storytelling
Concert was rewarded with a wonderful
audience cheering on our very talented
youth tellers who shined on the stage at the Denton
Civic Center. Featured tellers, Fran Stallings and
Donald Davis, were our shining bookends to this
concert while youth tellers Rebekah Garcia (Pecos
Bill Rides a Tornado), Laredo Wynveen, (“What?”,
Cried Granny); Kayleigh Kammerer and Hattie Wright,
(Jojo and Her Sweet Dreams); Quincy Moore, (The
Cheese Chase); Lyla Skrhak, (Bark George); Saniyah
McGrew, (The Fisherman and His Wife); spun their fun
tales with emcee, Sue Kuentz. Sue encouraged the
audience to stop by the TSA Story Store afterwards
to purchase their favorite puppets for the upcoming
Youth Workshop - and they did! The TSA Youth
Storytelling Team (Sue Kuentz, Toni Simmons, Mary
Ann Blue, Jyoti Subramanian and Kelly Born) did a
great job preparing these kids for this event. Our
youth ranged from age 9-16!

The Youth
Storytelling Workshop
“Anyone Can Be
a Ventriloquist”
presented by Nancy
Burks Worcester was
phenomenal. The
full house in the big
room at the Emily
Fowler Library all
received a white sock
while Nancy brought

some of her puppet friends and had us all laughing
while she shared valuable tips on how to move the
puppet’s mouth while talking and how to create the
sounds of the letters while holding your mouth still.
The youth and their families had so much fun! The
best part came when Nancy had youth volunteers
try out their new ventriloquist skills using their own
puppets and socks.

We broke for a scrumptious lunch of pizza,
cookies, and water and then the Youth Story Swap
began and what an opportunity to hear sisters,
brothers, and workshop attendees try out their
voices, some for the first time! Bravo to a memorable
day for all the youth and their families. Public school
librarian, Kelly Born from Denton’s Newton Rayzor
Elementary, began her youth storytelling club this
past year and had many of her club members and
families join us on Saturday wearing their club shirts.
They were eager to share their stories with the Story
Swap audience and they were all well received.
Those kids were so wonderful and we hope to see
them back next year. Thank you Kelly for giving your
students this gift of telling!

We encourage all youth to get involved with
storytelling either through their local guilds or
through storytelling guilds at their schools or local
organizations. Our TSA Youth Storytelling Page
can be found here: https://tejasstorytelling.com/
youth-storytelling/. Contact Sue Kuentz for more

information: sue.kuentz@gmail.com



https://tejasstorytelling.com/youth-storytelling/
https://tejasstorytelling.com/youth-storytelling/
mailto:sue.kuentz@gmail.com

Festival Afterglow...

Emily Fowler Slams!
Library By Michael Guinn

The Texas Storytelling Festival What a fantastic
would like to thank Denton’s Emily ~ turnout for both the
Fowler Library for allowing us to Poetry Slam and the
host our Youth Storytelling Events ~ Story Slam at this year’s
in their main meeting room each Festivall Both slams
year. As a thank you this year, were heavily attended
storyteller, Sue Kuentz performed ~ on March 9th and were
for the library’s reading time coordinated and hosted
youth and their parents on Friday, by PST & TSA member
March 8 and what a crowd we Mike Guinn.

had. The littles and their parents
participated in every story and
song and what a party we had.
Time flew by and

smiles were had

by all. FlewEllen

Flamingo was

a BIG hit with

everyone!

Twenty-three poets
participated in the Poetry
Slam. The winner was Jay
Sentino a New Orleans
native and national Spoken
Word veteran and host!
Eighty-seven people were
in attendance.

Then another 65 people and 22 storytellers showed up for the Story
Slam. The winner was Immanuel Garcia of Denton, Texas. Both winners
received $100 each and a trophy. A truly impressive show of support!

Tellers in Schools
By Vivian Rutherford

It was an honor to be invited to Pecan Creek Elementary on Wednesday, March 5, as part of the Tellers in
the Schools Program. They asked that | provide stories to the entire school body, K-5th, which | did.

| had so much fun! The kids were absolutely amazing. Even the teachers were into the storytelling! |
promoted the Festival and gave out the bookmarks. On Saturday morning, after the Youth Concert, a
young girl came up to me with her dad. She told me | had been at her school on Wednesday and that she had
liked the storytelling. She was excited to be at the Saturday youth concert!
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Story Store

By Jaye MacLaughlin

The TSA Story Store was alive and well at the
Texas 39th Annual Story Telling Festival! We had
many people helping to set it up on Thursday:
Sharon Manning, Pam Pipkin, Dottie Stevens, Jessica
McCune (from Florida), Sue Kuentz, Nicki Cohen, and
Jaye McLaughlin. And even more volunteers showed
up throughout the Festival: Sandra McGee, Renee
Williams, Nathan Barrera, and Donna Gregory. Thank
you all for the many hours spent in the Story Store.

The newest item on sale in the Story Store was
“Forty Years of Texas Storytelling,” the compilation of
stories from festival tellers edited by Ted Parkhurst.
We set up a not to be missed place to pick the books
up by those that reserved them on their registration
and those that ordered them during the year and at
the last festival! (See the photo).

Sales were good with everything, but no totals
have been shared yet. We also had some donations
this year from deceased TSA members: Rosanna
Herndon and Carl Anderson as well as CD’s from
Jerry Young. We have enough of Rosanna’s and
Jerry’s items to sell them next year also. So if you
missed them this year, you still have a chance.

Carl Anderson’s estate donated his collection of
Christmas books. He was the Santa Claus at the
North Hills Mall in Dallas for many years and was

one of the founders of the Central Texas Storytelling
Guild. What was not sold at the store was donated to
libraries.

There were many consignments (collections
of books and/or CD’s submitted for sale by TSA
members) but not as many as in the past. So come
on, TSA members it is the place to strut your stuff,
and show off what you have done with Storytelling!
Next year, always looking ahead, bring them so we
can all see what others are doing!

What do you want for sale in the Story Store to
help commemorate our 40th Festival Year? Please
email Jaye with your suggestions (and possibly where
to find them!): jayemclaughlin@gmail.com
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Texas Storytelling Festival Sponsors 2024

We want to thank our sponsors who make The Texas Storytelling Festival possible!

Platinum Level — Festival Sponsor $1000+
City of Denton - https://www.cityofdenton.com

+ Denton Benefit League
https://dentonbenefitleague.org/

+ John Hale

+ National Endowment for the Arts
https://www.arts.gov/

+ Tejas Storytelling Association
https://tejasstorytelling.com/

+ Texas Commission on the Arts
https://www.arts.texas.gov/

+ Texas Folklore Society
https://texasfolkloresociety.org/

+ Recycled Books, Records, and Cds - http://www.
recycledbooks.com, 200 N. Locust, Denton, TX

+ Judy and J. B. Keith

Silver Level — Teller Sponsor $500-$749

- Betsy Mosier

+ In gratitude to the founding members of the
Tejas Storytelling Association. We are standing
on their shoulders.

+ Paul Sheldon

Bronze Level — Program Sponsor $250-$499

+ Reba and Granville Ott

+ Tim Couch

+ Rick Davis & Gary Lazaron
+ Stephany Compton

Copper Level — Sponsor $100-$249

+ Carrolee Moore

+ CMC Marketing Company

+ Dallas Storytelling Guild

+ Deborah and Scott Wilder

+ Michael Brundy - | Speak!

+ Nancy Self

+ Pam Pipkin

+ Patchouli Joe’s Books and Indulgences
221W. Hickory, Denton, TX

+ Peggy Capps

+ San Antonio Storytellers Association

« Sue Kuentz

Ted Parkhurst

+ Territory Tellers - Oklahoma’s Statewide

Storytelling Association
Valerie Kimble

+ Yo Cuento Cuentos, LLC

https://yocuentocuentoz.com/

Community Sponsor Level — $30-$99

American School of Storytelling
Cora Newcomb, Storyteller
David and Sally Goodroe

Donna and Jerry Ingham
HaShem’s House International
Jiann Powers

Kim Lehman - In memory of Carl Anderson
Loren Niemi

Martha Langdon Henslee
Marty Hensley

Minetta Smith

Vivian Rutherford

« Weems Photo Booth

In-Kind Supporters

Sign Language Interpreting Program,

Tarrant County College. These students are
ambassadors at the festival for the deaf
community or anyone needing assistance with
conversation, interpretation, learning the sign
for welcome, or making new friends with our
deaf and hard-of-hearing audience members.
City of Denton Parks and Recreation
Department

Dalton Gregory

Emily Fowler Library

Festival Committee Volunteers

Festival Volunteers

Janet Bickel-Burton

« Jaye McLaughlin

Michael Brundy
Ronald Carter

+ Sue Kuentz

Tejas Association Board Members

+ Tejas Storytelling Association Volunteers
+ Vivian Rutherford
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TEJAS

STORYTELLING
ASSOCIATION
*

2022-2023 TSA Governing Board

Rick Davis, President
president@tejasstorytelling.com

Michael Brundy, Vice President
vp@tejasstorytelling.com

Sandra Aguirre-Magana, Secretary
secretary@tejasstorytelling.com

Dalton Gregory, Treasurer
treasurer@tejasstorytelling.com

Karen Archer
karcher1234@outlook.com

Janet Bickel-Burton
jhbickleburton@gmail.com

Ron Carter
Poetdrummerl@yahoo.com

Kathy Culmer
khculmer@aol.com

Sue Kuentz
sue.kuentz@gmail.com

Jaye McLaughlin
jayemclaughlin@gmail.com

Pam Pipkin
Pap.pipkin3@gmail.com

Hank Roubicek
hankroubicek@gmail.com

Nancy Self
nself42@gmail.com

David Claunch, President Emeritus
emeritus-president@tejasstorytelling.com

Mission Statement:

Tejas Storytelling Association is a
non-profit organization dedicated to
fostering the appreciation of storytelling
as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

Fall Conference: Storytelling:
Context, Culture, Connections

By David H. Claunch

Your TSA Educational Conference Committee has realized several
roadblocks to our Conference June dates. We have made the difficult
decision to move the TSA Educational Conference to the fall. We are
currently in negotiations with Elizabeth Ellis, Dr. Lynn Harter, and the
Holiday Inn Energy Corridor to determine a mutually agreeable weekend
in September. Keep your eyes on Facebook, Instagram, and your email
for the new dates!

NEW DEADLINE for Workshop proposals is July 1, 2024! Information
can be found at: https://tejasstorytelling.com/conference/

Your Conference Team:

+ Team Leader - David Claunch

+ Education Crew: Hank Roubicek, Fran Stallings, Nancy Self, Elly Hard
+ Logistics Crew: Ron Carter, David Claunch

Volunteers!
By Ron Carter, Conference Team-Volunteer Coordinator

Dear Tejas Guild Affiliates, the Tejas Storytelling Association is hosting
the 2024 Fall Conference in Houston, Texas. We have a wonderful line
up of workshops and events. Included in our list of events are keynote
speaker Dr. Lynn Harter and featured presenter Elizabeth Ellis. We will
be needing volunteers to help with certain small tasks throughout
the conference. Would you please consider volunteering? We have a
plethora of opportunities. | would greatly appreciate your help in this
endeavor. Anyone wanting to volunteer, please contact Ron Carter at
267-753-5296 or email: poetdrummeril@yahoo.com, or Sally Goodroe
at goodroe@earthlink.net. Thanking you in advance!

Bi-Annual Conference Mission Statement

The conference is an education-centered event providing safe and
supportive opportunities for attendees to enhance and improve their
storytelling skills during a stage performance, in a work environment,
or an informal setting such as a guild meeting or story swap. To further
meet these needs, the conference will focus on four interest groups: 1.
Professional storytellers who currently or plan to make storytelling a
livelihood; 2. Those who use storytelling in their vocations (e.g., teaching,
clergy, therapy, branding, etc.); 3. Individuals who love telling stories as
an avocation.
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TSA Awards

By Hank Roubicek, Chair Awards
Committee

“The Talent Awarded at
the Academy Awards Have
Nothing on Us!”

When Val Kimble, last year’s
recipient for the Martha Len
Nelson Special Services Award,

delivered
words about
this year’s
recipient,
there was
no need to
utter the
winner’s
name.
Everyone,
in perfect
harmony chanted, “Jaye
McLaughlin.” Congratulations,
Jaye, for your indefinable
commitment to TSA. Your
consistency, determination, and
commitment to the growth of
TSA is off the proverbial charts.
And as we showed you in one
convincing voice, we all know it!

Dean Keith built the platform
for our successful virtual festival
a couple of years ago,
so he knows about
the comprehensive
list of criteria needed
for one to receive
the Marvin Brown
Volunteer Award.

His warm remarks
and impressive
synopsis of this
year’s recipient of

the Marvin Brown Award clearly
pointed to Rabbi Raine Teller as
this year’s recipient. The words
she asked me to share with you at
the awards ceremony spoke not
only to her steadfast allegiance to
our association, but to her soul-
inspired love of story. God bless,
Raine. May your spirit of healing
transfer to you.

Sue Kuentz did what she does
best when she announced this
year’s recipient of the John Henry
Falk Award: Convey beautiful,
image-driven thoughts about
this year’s winner, David Titus.
Her words were poetic and
perfect for presenting an award
posthumously to the “String Man”
and his family. Chester Weems,
dear friend to David, bestowed
the honor with a profile of David
Titus we will never forget. And we
won’t. David, we know you can
hear us, so know that the impact
you made, smiles you produced,
and passion you instilled in each
of us is the consummate profile of
what it means to be a recipient of
this prestigious honor.

To David’s family: Thank you for
allowing us to love him too.
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Annual Members Meeting Treasurer’s Report
March 8, 2024
Tejas Storytelling Association

The financial position of the Tejas Storytelling Association is sound and healthy. Each month
the Board of Directors receives monthly financial reports, bank statements, and a summary of
financial activity provided by the Treasurer.

The table below will give a picture of the Association’s financial situation over a five-year
period.

2023 2022 2021 2020 2019
Revenue $129,690 $101,813 $123,275 $122,079 $122,143
Expenses $125,933 $105,861 $94,835 $120,027 $138,694
Net $3,757 -$4,048 $28,439 $2,051 -$16,551
Ending Balance $70,483 $65,230 $71,143 $41,592 $23,394

It may be helpful to know the sources of the Association’s income.

Average 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019
Donations 7% 9% 12% 7% 7% 4%
Membership 6% 6% 8% 6% 6% 6%
Grants 61% 55% 67% 66% 64% 54%
Earned Income 25% 30% 13% 21% 23% 37%

For most years, grants come from four sources. City of Denton Hotel Occupancy Taxes is the
largest grant source. So be sure to let the hotel staff know why you are here and be sure to
complete any survey’s you might get so we can demonstrate how the festival puts “heads in
beds.” The Texas Commission on the Arts has several grants that we tap. The City of Denton
also has grants for city sponsorships including the Parks and Recreation Department and the
Library System. The Denton Benefit League has also been a consistent supporter for the
festival.

A special thanks goes to Valerie Kimble who has written our grant applications and done all the
follow up reports. We are also grateful to Elizabeth Ellis who has administered the HOT fund
grant for more than 15 years. Consider this, 61% of the association’s income has resulted

from the dedicated efforts of Valerie and Elizabeth.

Submitted by Dalton Gregory, TSA Treasurer
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Guilds who wish to provide story learning opportunities in
their communities are reminded that funds are available
through the Doc Moore Education Fund to assist in these
efforts. For more information or to apply contact Tim
Tingle: Timtingle@hotmail.com

San Antonio Storytellers

Association

Youth Storytelling Workshop, June 29, 2024, 10am-
2pm at the Hewitt Public Library, 200 Patriot Ct.,
Hewitt TX. Learn the basics of storytelling. Hands-
on tips and techniques in small group sessions. Ages
8-13, Free. (rsvp requested) Moderator: Storyteller &
Youth Mentor, Sue Kuentz

SASA continues to hold hybrid meetings and
archiving them on their YouTube channel. Please
watch and subscribe at https://www.youtube.com/@
sanantoniostorytellers628

Houston Storytellers Guild

Needs volunteers for the 2024 TSA Conference.
Please contact Ron Carter at 267-753-5296 or email:
poetdrummerl@yahoo.com, or Sally Goodroe at
goodroe@earthlink.net

Sustaining Membership

Don’t forget that there is a new way to support
TSA - through Sustaining Membership. An
opportunity to contribute as little as $10 per month
to help spread the joy of storytelling.

History is Important!

Don’t forget to take pictures of all your guild and
TSA activities (in person and virtual) so that we
can make our yearbooks. Please label the people
in the photographs and the guild information as
well. Then send it to our historian, Jaye McLaughlin
at jayemclaughlin@gmail.com.
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TSA’s Free Virtual Event
Programs

The Virtual Events Series anticipates showcasing
one of our Guilds about every 60 days, or about 6
times per year.

Photo Headshots

All Photo Headshots from the TSA Festival have
been sent out. If you have not received yours call
Chester Weems at 405-831-1176 or email cjweems@

cox.net.
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Storytelling Calendar

Submit Your Event

Get free advertising for your events. Submit your
event for the Texas Coop Power Calendar.
https://texascooppower.com/events/

In Person

4th Saturday of the month (holiday exception)
Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild (Waco area)
In-person monthly gathering, 10:30 am at Good
Neighbor House, 2301 Colcord Avenue
Storytellers and Story Listeners welcomed.

First Wednesday of each month

San Antonio Storytelling Association - Please join us
Live or on Zoom - we’d love to see and hear youl!
SASA meets live and virtual on the first Wednesday
of each month at O’Krent Floors on the 2nd level.
There’s an elevator so it’s easy to access. Address is
2075 N. Loop 1604 E San Antonio, TX 78232.

Please email Mary Ann Blue if you’d like to be placed
on our “Friends of SASA” email list to be notified of
our Zoom Link each month: mabstories@me.com

You are also welcome to join SASA at $20/year. Come
as a teller or listener! We ask that the stories are kept
to 8 minutes.
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Virtual Guild Meetings

Central Texas Storytelling Guild

Second Tuesday of each month

6:30 p.m.CST

Contact: David Thompson at belstories@yahoo.com

Doc Moore Storytelling Guild

Third Thursday of each month

5:30 - 7:.00 pm CST

Email Tim and request to be added to the email list.
You will receive a link the day before meeting.
Contact: Tim Tingle, timtingle@hotmail.com

Dallas Storytelling Guild

Second Wednesday of each month

7:00-9:00 pm CST

www.DallasStorytelling.org

Contact: Peggy Helmick-Richardson, 214-321-9791,
twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net

Houston Storytellers Guild

HSG monthly Story Swaps on Zoom

Fourth Tuesday of each month

7:00-8:30 p.m.CST

Bring a story to share or come to listen. Sign up
for our e-letter or visit our website to learn more
about our weekly radio show, meetings, upcoming
performances, workshops and events.
https://houstonstorytellers.org

The North 40 Storytelling Guild

The group meets virtually once each quarter.
Contact: Minetta Smith, msbooklady@sbcglobal.net
for zoom link information.

Rockwall Storytelling Guild

Fourth Tuesday of each month - Live and Virtual
6:00 pm CST.

rockwallstorytelling@gmail.com

Contact: Viveca Deanes, 334-552-0748

San Antonio Storytelling Association

First Wednesday of each month - Live and Virtual
7:00 - 8:00pm CST

Zoom Link is sent out to members and Facebook
Messenger.

Bring a short story to share or come to listen. All are
welcome. Family friendly!
https://sanantoniostorytellers.com

Like us on Facebook -San Antonio Storytellers
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Storytelling Event Free Advertising

Submit your event on our webpage for all to see!
You can list your Affiliate Guild events on the Tejas
Storytelling Association’s website.

Simply go to https://tejasstorytelling.com and click
on Submit Event Listing under the Event Calendar
tab in the top menu.

If you submit early enough, it will go into our next
newsletter. This is just one of the services offered
by the Tejas Storytelling Association.

https://tejasstorytelling.com/events

DONATIONS

We need your support in our mission of
storytelling. Please send your tax deductible
donation in support of storytelling and our mission
in this region. Thank you!

CHECK: Mail your donation check to TSA, 214 W.
Hickory St., Denton, TX 76201.

ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations

TSA’s mission is to foster an appreciation of
storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool. Our members are a vital
part in making this mission succeed. We need you!

Tejas Storytelling Association
Non-Discrimination and Social Justice
Policy

The Tejas Storytelling Association is organized
and operates with the purpose of seeking out
and encouraging audiences and storytellers
from diverse backgrounds. We firmly commit
our organization to equality, fairness, safety, and
justice for all. Whenever and wherever we gather,
we commit to providing a safe and inclusive
environment.

We oppose acts of discrimination, harassment,
hate, or violence against groups or persons
based on age, race, ethnicity or nationality, color,
religious belief, gender, sexual orientation or gender
identification, health or physical disability, and
experience. We oppose injustice and oppression in
whatever forms they might take.

We commit our organization to operate in a way
that represents the best practices of environmental
stewardship.

214 W. Hickory St.
Denton, TX 76201
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MEMBERSHIP

If you are not a member, come and join our
storytelling family and friends in our region. We can
spread the tradition and the power of storytelling. All
are welcome; every member is important, whether
story listener, storyteller, or story lover.

Even if you took some time off or have been a
member in the past, we would love have you back!

Membership Categories: (Yearly)

Individual: ......cooovveeeerrreeirriereens $35
Family: oo $60
Organization: .........cccceeeveveerennnn. $75

» CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application
found on our website under the Membership
tab and mail with your check or credit card
information to TSA, 214 W. Hickory St., Denton,
TX 76201.

» PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940-
380-9320. We will return your call, answer
your questions, and record your credit card
information for billing.

» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/

Membership

Don’t miss any of the Facebook and Twitter
posts highlighting storytellers, concerts and
activities at the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Like us! Become a friend! Share!

https://facebook.com/tejasstorytellingassociation
https://facebook.com/texasstorytellingfestival

https://twitter.com/tejastales

The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter
published by the Tejas Storytelling
Association.

Editor: Sandra Aguirre-Magana
Production: Karen Wollscheid
Contributors: varies for each issue

Tejas Teller submission deadline is the
last Friday of the month of each calendar
quarter end: March, June, September, and
December.

General news items can be sent to the
editor at magana.sandra525@gmail.com

Currently the Tejas Teller is being
distributed electronically to email
addresses stored with TSA membership
records. If you would like a printed copy
of the newsletter, please notify the TSA
Office at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com.
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