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Continued  ...

Everyone loves a good story!
Hear personal stories, ghost stories, a liars 

contest, sacred tales, youth activities, a 
story slam, poetry slam, music, and so much 
more. In addition, participants can attend 
workshops to hone their own storytelling 
skills. 

A weekend pass includes: 16 storytelling 
concerts, 11 workshops, 3 music concerts, 1 
poetry SLAM, 4 youth activities and over 40 
storytellers! Early bird deadline is February 
26. Individual event tickets available for $15.

Our Featured Tellers:
Charlotte Blake Alston breathes life into traditional 
and contemporary stories from African and African 
American oral and cultural traditions.

Bil Lepp tells outrageous, humorous tall-tales and 
witty stories that have earned him the appreciation 
of listeners of all ages and from all walks of life.

Cooper Braun’s stories remind us that traditional 
stories can be funny, dark, poignant, and anything 
but dry.

Mo Reynolds blends folk tales with family stories to 
help us see that we are all connected by some key 
human truths and that we have far more in common 
than we think.

40th Annual Texas Storytelling Festival
Schedule, bios, workshops, master classes, information and registration information  

can be found at https://festival.tejasstorytelling.com

TEJAS STORYTELLING ASSOCIATION

www.tejasstorytelling.com          Vol. 40, Issue 1       Winter 2025
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Master Class
The master class, held Sunday March 9 from 

8:30-11:00am,  is a two-hour intensive workshop to 
learn ways to hone storytelling skills from national 
storytellers. Continuing education credits will be 
given. The cost of this workshop is not included in 
full festival tickets. The workshop is $50. Reserved 
tickets in advance or at the door.

Mining and Crafting Historical Stories 
Presenter: Charlotte Blake Alston

This session will focus on the process for selecting, 
researching and crafting historical, family or cultural 
stories for oral telling. How do you choose a story, 
an event, a theme, or historical figure? How do you 
gather information? How do you put the pieces 
together to craft an engaging story? Charlotte will 
draw upon selected stories from her own repertoire 
as models: both commissioned works and self-
generated as she traces the steps from research, to 
crafting to telling.

Stop! It’s a Silent Auction
Stop what you are doing right this minute and 

start gathering the things you will bring to put in 
the silent auction at the Festival. That necklace you 
are tired of, the puppet that never fit your hand, the 
jacket you have “outgrown”. Remember that one 
person’s ceiling is another person’s floor! What you 
don’t want or don’t have room for anymore may 
delight some other teller. And don’t forget to bring 
your checkbook and credit cards to the festival. 
There is gonna be some great stuff you’ll want to 
take home with you!

Many Hands, Lighten the Work
What is a great way to meet new people, make 

new friends and contribute to the success of the 
festival? The answer is by volunteering to help at the 
festival! 

The festival operates best with 100+ volunteers. 
Volunteers are needed to help in the following 
activities:

•	Concessions
•	Silent Auction needs helpers to receive items and 

conclude purchases.
•	Story Store (Late teens or adults with the ability to 

calculate costs and handle money)
•	Registration – stuff packets, help at the desk
•	Teller Hospitality – includes drivers for airport and 

local transportation
•	With five catered meals, 4-6 servers needed per 

meal to speed up food lines, verify meat/vegan 
meal tickets, and put leftovers in kitchen (gloves 
provided)

•	Wrangle tables and chairs for one or all meals
•	Green Room host/hostess to refill snacks and drinks 

+ coffee 2-3 times a day for tellers
•	Saturday’s youth lunch needs 4 pizza servers 

(gloves provided)
•	What about doing Blue Bell ice cream social 

preparations? 
•	Set-up and Breakdown:

•	 Set-up, arrange and take down chairs and tables
•	 Unpack and pack boxes
•	 Move boxes from and to storage
•	 Other grunt work

•	Provide a truck (pick-up or larger) to transport 
supplies and equipment from and to storage on 
Thursday and Sunday.

•	Do you have ASL (American Sign Language) skills? 
Can you help our Deaf attendees get answers to 
festival questions or welcome them with a friendly 
chat?

Supervision and guidance will be provided. 
Whether two hours or twenty, you can contribute to 
the success of your Festival. 

Fill out the volunteer form online at https://
forms.gle/UxV3iavqQfyU5H9e7 or contact Ron 
Carter– email: poetdrummer1@yahoo.com, phone: 
267-753-5296

https://forms.gle/UxV3iavqQfyU5H9e7
https://forms.gle/UxV3iavqQfyU5H9e7
mailto:poetdrummer1@yahoo.com
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SLAMS!
Interested in throwing your name in the hat 

for the Texas Storytelling Festival’s Poetry or 
Storytelling SLAM? Now is the time to sign up! 
Questions? Contact Michael Guinn at (972) 704-
5001 or Tejas Storytelling Association at tsa@
tejasstorytelling.com

Deadline: Sign up by February 12 if you are 
interested in participating. Michael will contact you 
and let you know if there is space for you in the slam. 

Poetry Slam!
Saturday, March 8 from 9:45 am – 11:00 am (Free 

admission in the Denton Woman›s Club Building)

This Poetry or spoken word competition gives 
participants three minutes with a 20-second grace 
period to recite or read one original, powerful 
poem or spoken word piece. The judges will score 
the participants on a scale of 0.1 to 10 based upon 
originality, content, and performance of your poem. 
The person with the highest score is the Tejas Poetry 
Slam Champion and will receive a cash prize and 
trophy. 

Poetry Slam Sign Up - https://forms.gle/
kyKHsDbtmGj8q81h7

Story Slam!
Saturday, March 9 from 12:30-1:45 pm (Free 

admission in the Denton Woman›s Club Building)

Theme: Brand New Beginnings

Story slams are events that celebrate storytelling 
by inviting participants to share brief stories with an 
audience. Participants deliver the stories verbally 
and stories are limited to 4 minutes. Then the judges 
will score them on a scale of 0.1 to 10 based on the 
originality, content, and performance of their story. 
You can use music or props.

After each teller tells their story, judges will be 
asked to write their scores down on a dry erase 
board and on the count of 1-2-3 give their scores. The 
winner will receive a cash prize and trophy. 

Story Slam Sign Up - https://forms.gle/
WUcyYSmRoLq24cBp8

2025 Texas Storytelling Festival 
Host Hotels

•	 Discounts are valid days before and after the 
festival if you would like to extend your stay.

•	 Ask for ADA room if needed. 

•	 If the block of rooms is already booked, please 
register for a regular priced room if available. 
Ask the hotel to note you are with the Texas 
Storytelling Festival. The organization receives 
city grant benefits for rooms booked at the 
Festival’s host hotel. 

Springhill Suites Marriott
1434 Centre Place Drive, Denton, Texas 76205
940-383-4100, Group CODE: Texas Storytelling 
Festival
 
Special Festival Rates 
King Suite for $102/night
Double/2 Queen Beds Suite $112/night 
*Free parking and breakfast included.
At these rates, the rooms will fill up fast!
To receive these great rates, reserve online or call the 
hotel by February 18.
There is a free hot breakfast and a restaurant. 
Each room has a refrigerator, coffee maker, and a 
microwave. Free parking. Join us in the breakfast 
lobby & bar area for social gatherings. No pets except 
service dogs. Join us for festival social gatherings in 
Springhill’s bar in lobby.

Hampton Inn & Suites Hilton
1513 Centre Place Drive, Denton, Texas, 76205
940-891-4900, Group CODE: Texas Story Festival
 
Special Festival Rates 
King Suite for $129/night
Double/2 Queen Beds Suite $129/night 
*Free parking and breakfast included.
 At these rates, the rooms will fill up fast! To receive 
these great rates, reserve online or call the hotel by 
February 4.

Book online: https://www.hilton.com/en/book/
reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=DTNTXHX&arrivalDa
te=2025-03-04&departureDate=2025-03-05&group
Code=TSF&room1NumAdults=2

There is a free hot breakfast. Each room has a 
refrigerator, coffee maker, and a microwave. Free 
parking, including EV. Join us in the lobby breakfast & 
bar area for social gatherings. Pet fee applies. 

mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
https://forms.gle/kyKHsDbtmGj8q81h7
https://forms.gle/kyKHsDbtmGj8q81h7
https://forms.gle/WUcyYSmRoLq24cBp8
https://forms.gle/WUcyYSmRoLq24cBp8
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=DTNTXHX&arrivalDate=2025-03-04&departureDate=2025-03-05&groupCode=TSF&room1NumAdults=2
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=DTNTXHX&arrivalDate=2025-03-04&departureDate=2025-03-05&groupCode=TSF&room1NumAdults=2
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=DTNTXHX&arrivalDate=2025-03-04&departureDate=2025-03-05&groupCode=TSF&room1NumAdults=2
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=DTNTXHX&arrivalDate=2025-03-04&departureDate=2025-03-05&groupCode=TSF&room1NumAdults=2
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Support storytelling for our 40th year! Your 
donation is tax deductible. 

You can become a sponsor when you register 
for the festival at https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/
event-5946037 or go to https://tsa23.wildapricot.
org/Donations and choose Festival Sponsor in the 
drop down menu.

Any amount is welcome. All sponsors will be listed 
in the festival program and on our website.

Community Sponsor $ 30 - $99 

Copper Level – Sponsor $100 - $249

•	 4 concert tickets

Bronze Level – Program Sponsor $250 - $499

•	 1 festival weekend pass

Be a Festival Sponsor!
Silver Level–Teller Sponsor- $500 - $749

•	 Logo and listing on our website as a Silver 
Sponsor 

•	 Logo and listing in our printed festival program

•	 2 festival passes

Gold Level – Stage Sponsor $750 or $999

•	 Logo and listing on our website as a Gold Level 
Sponsor

•	 Logo and listing in our printed festival program

•	 Logo on our festival graphics

•	 3 festival passes

Tejas Storytelling Association cares about all Members, including past
Sometimes we lose touch with our valued Members.

Please let us know when a TSA Member experiences a milestone, 
celebration or passing so that we may honor our Members more fully.

Contact the TSA office: (940) 380-9320 or tsa@tejasstorytelling.com

Tejas Storytelling Association extends the sympathy of its members to:

The family and friends of Mickey McMahon, especially his wife, Dorothy. Mickey was a former TSA Treasurer 
and awardee of the John Henry Faulk Award and longtime supporter of TSA. 

The family and friends of Fred E. Peters who passed on Christmas Day 2024 in McAllen, 
Texas. 

Please remember his daughter, Andi, and his grandchildren, his sisters, Beth, Lawanda and 
Debbie in your thoughts and prayers. His tall, towering presence, his laugh, his white hair, 
his love of learning, interesting side bars, hypnosis, drumming, geology, the James Boys and 
their treasure, and his generous spirit will not be forgotten by his storytelling friends.

The family and friends of Angela Lloyd, a renown storyteller from California, who was a dedicated member 
of NSN, serving for many years on the Oracle Awards Committee and chairing the Youth, Educators, and 
Storytellers special interest group. She will be dearly missed.

https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/event-5946037
https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/event-5946037
https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations
https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations
mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
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2024-2027 TSA  Governing Board
Michael Brundy, President

president@tejasstorytelling.com

John Hale, Vice President
vp@tejasstorytelling.com

Sandra Aguirre-Magana, Secretary
secretary@tejasstorytelling.com

Tony Hardman, Treasurer
treasurer@tejasstorytelling.com

Janet Bickel-Burton
jhbickleburton@gmail.com

Barbara Bridgewater
bpbridgeh2o@hotmail.com

David Brock
barefootbrock@gmail.com

Ron Carter
poetdrummer1@yahoo.com 

Sue Kuentz
sue.kuentz@gmail.com

Pam Pipkin
pam.pipkin3@gmail.com

Hank Roubicek
hankroubicek@gmail.com

Nancy Self
nself42@gmail.com

Nelda Tone
neldatone@gmail.com

Debbie Waddell
dramamamadebbie@yahoo.com

Rick Davis,  President Emeritus
emeritus-president@tejasstorytelling.com

Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a  

non-profit organization dedicated to 
fostering the appreciation of storytelling 

as an oral tradition, a performing art,  
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

From the President
By Michael Brundy

Unlock Your Storytelling Potential with Our New 
Workshop Series! 

Have you ever wanted to become a better 
storyteller? Whether you’re performing on stage, 
sharing personal stories with friends, or enhancing 
your professional communication skills, storytelling 
is a powerful tool—and now’s your chance to 
master it!  

We’re excited to introduce Mastering the Art of Storytelling, a 
12-month workshop series designed to take your storytelling skills 
to the next level. Each month, we’ll focus on a different aspect of 
storytelling, from crafting unforgettable characters to delivering stories 
that captivate audiences.  

Why should you join?  

Learn from the Best: Our workshops will be led by experienced 
storytellers and experts from our TSA community

Build Your Skills: Each session is designed to teach practical 
techniques you can immediately apply to your own storytelling

Connect with Community: This program is a wonderful way to meet 
fellow storytellers, exchange ideas, and grow together

Whether you’re just beginning your storytelling journey or are looking 
to refine your craft, these workshops offer something for everyone.  

Ready to get started?  

Visit our program page to learn 
more and see the upcoming schedule: 
Mastering the Art of Storytelling. https://
tinyurl.com/2tvp74b7

Spaces are limited, so don’t miss 
out on this opportunity to develop 
your storytelling skills in a supportive 
and inspiring environment. Mark your 
calendars and plan to join us each month 
for this exciting new series!  

Let’s master the art of storytelling—together!  

Warm regards,  
Michael Brundy
President, Tejas Storytelling Association 

mailto:vp@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:secretary@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:treasurer@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:jhbickleburton@gmail.com
mailto:bpbridgeh2o@hotmail.com
mailto:barefootbrock@gmail.com
mailto:Poetdrummer1@yahoo.com
mailto:sue.kuentz@gmail.com
mailto:pam.pipkin3@gmail.com
mailto:hankroubicek@gmail.com
mailto:hankroubicek%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:nself42@gmail.com
mailto:neldatone@gmail.com
mailto:dramamamadebbie@yahoo.com
mailto:emeritus-president@tejasstorytelling.com
https://tinyurl.com/2tvp74b7
https://tinyurl.com/2tvp74b7
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TSA News

2025 TSA Awards Nominations
by Kathy Culmer, TSA Awards Committee Chair

Can you believe it? Another year has come and gone, seemingly just like that! And soon we will be meeting 
face-to-face to hear and tell and make more stories as we come together in Denton, Texas to celebrate the 
40th anniversary of the Texas Storytelling Festival.

As we prepare to celebrate these four decades of the Texas Festival, we recognize that we have reached this 
milestone because of the efforts and the storytelling of many. Once again, we are reaching out to you to help 
us in recognizing those deserving persons who have made significant contributions to storytelling in this state 
and beyond.

On the following pages, you will find information about the various awards given by TSA, along with a 
nomination form and information on making submissions. We hope you will help us in recognizing and 
celebrating the contributions of those who are positively impacting others through storytelling in your 
communities, around the state, and even beyond. Submissions are due by February 15th.

Wishing you a joyous new year, with a bounty of great stories to hear, to tell, and to make!

Board of Directors Meeting 
Schedule

The Board of Directors of the Tejas Storytelling 
Association meets monthly.

The Annual Membership Meeting will be held 
during the Tejas Storytelling Festival in March.

All monthly meetings occur by Zoom at 7:00 p.m. 
on the third Tuesday of the month.

History is Important!
Don’t forget to take pictures of all your guild and 

TSA activities (in person and virtual) so that we 
can make our yearbooks. Please label the people 
in the photographs and the guild information as 
well. Then send it to our historian, Jaye McLaughlin 
at jayemclaughlin@gmail.com. Jaye is also our 
Artistic Director for our 2025 Festival and mentioned 
that it would be fantastic if the guilds could each 
bring a scrapbook of the history of our guilds with 
pictures. She’ll lay them out for all to look through. 
This could include pictures of guild tellers past and 
present, events from past and present. 

Sustaining Membership
Don’t forget that there is a new way to support 

TSA – through Sustaining Membership. An 
opportunity to contribute as little as $10 per month 
to help spread the joy of storytelling.

•	Oct 14, 2024
•	Nov 19, 2024
•	Dec 17, 2024
•	Jan 21, 2025
•	Feb 18, 2025
•	March 2025 - annual 

membership meeting
•	Apr 15, 2025
•	May 20, 2025
•	June 17, 2025

mailto:jayemclaughlin@gmail.com
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Guild News
Guild Dues

TSA would love for guilds to renew their 
membership dues through the TSA website (dues 
are $1.00 per member, $10.00 minimum, $50.00 
maximum): https://tejasstorytelling.com/guild-dues/

Doc Moore Educational 
Outreach Fund

The Doc Moore Educational Outreach Fund is 
available to Affiliate Guilds in good standing and can 
help bring an exceptional storyteller to your guild for 
storytelling workshops. The Fund is used to offset 
travel expenses for a storyteller. TSA maintains a 
list of exceptional and available performers and will 
assist the guild in selecting the perfect teller.

These workshops are a three-way mutual support 
agreement between TSA, a local guild, and an 
independent storyteller/workshop facilitator. The 
workshop must be free and open to the public.

Central Texas Storytelling Guild
On November 23, 2024, Elgin, Texas, hosted its 

first-ever Tellabration!™, an internationally celebrated 
event that brings storytelling to communities 
across the globe. Thanks to the efforts of David 
Thompson, a seasoned storyteller and organizer, 
this cherished tradition made its way to Elgin, 
uniting the community in a celebration of the 
timeless art of spoken word. Held at the First United 
Methodist Church at 216 West 3rd Street, the event 
transformed the venue into a warm and inviting 
space filled with the sounds of laughter, gasps, and 
heartfelt applause. From 5:00 to 7:30 PM, eight 
remarkable storytellers captivated the audience with 
their craft, weaving tales that ranged from humorous 
to poignant, from historical to fantastical.

The storytelling roster featured an eclectic mix of 
talents:

•	 Katie Taylor shared her touching and humorous 
story, “The Tooth Fairy Had to Die,” exploring 
the bittersweet lies parents tell to preserve 
childhood magic

•	 Katie Kelfer-Taylor, published author and college 
professor, shared the humorous story about 
misplacing her aunt’s cremated remains

•	 Amy Bluemel, a proud member of the 
Chickasaw Nation, enchanted the crowd with 
“Rabbit’s Song,” a tale steeped in the rich 
traditions of Southeastern tribes

•	 Maggid Reverend Rabbi Dr. Raine Teller, 
president of the Central Texas Storytellers Guild, 
offered inspirational and insightful stories that 
resonated deeply with the audience

•	 Donna Ingham, a celebrated Texas storyteller, 
brought humor and wit to the stage, showcasing 
why she has been crowned the “Biggest Liar in 
Texas” multiple times

•	 Lorene McHutcheon Stilwell transported the 
audience to a world of faeries, clans, and seal 
folk with her vivid storytelling inspired by her 
Scottish heritage

•	 Reba Ott, known affectionately as “Mother 
Nature,” shared engaging tales rooted in nature 
and folklore

•	 David Thompson delighted the audience with 
epic sagas from around the world, infusing each 
story with his signature Southern charm.

The event was a resounding success, highlighting 
the power of storytelling to unite people of all 
ages and backgrounds. Elgin’s participation in 
Tellabration!™ not only celebrated its local talents but 
also showcased the town’s commitment to fostering 
cultural and artistic experiences. This cherished global 
tradition found a welcoming home in Elgin.

Dallas Storytelling Guild
J.J. Reneaux Mentorship Award Is Announced!

The J.J. Reneaux Fund is delighted to announce 
that the recipients of the 2025 Mentorship Grant are 
Chisom Ogoke and Diane Y. Macklin!

In collaboration with ASST (Artists Standing Strong 
Together) and the National Storytelling Network, the 
J.J. Reneaux Fund awards the Mentorship Grant every 
other year to a gifted younger teller who will work 
for a year with a seasoned professional storyteller. 

https://tejasstorytelling.com/guild-dues/
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Guild News
This coming year, Chisom will 
study with Diane Macklin of 
Baltimore, Maryland. Diane has 
performed from Massachusetts 
to California; her life and career 
are centered around “Making a 
Difference, One Story at Time.”

Chisom Ogoke is a Nigerian 
American storyteller from Texas. 
Her journey into performing 
began in Barbados, where she 
explored Caribbean and West 
African storytelling techniques 

as a Fulbright Creative & Performing Arts scholar. She 
has performed in Barbados, Virginia, Washington, 
and her home state of Texas; and is a member of the 
Dallas Storytelling Guild. Through her mentorship 
with Diane, she hopes to find her physical and vocal 
musicality in new material and develop her stage 
presence.

The Fund honors singer, storyteller, songwriter J.J. 
Reneaux, who was taken by cancer in the winter of 
2000 -- far too early. J.J. grew up poor in the Delta 
bayous and was rich in the lore of her Cajun people. 
She succeeded by virtue of a native talent fired by 
passion and uncompromising dedication to her 
heritage and storytelling. Her unique voice, fierce and 
honest as it was beautiful, will long be remembered. 
As a young unknown, however, J.J. learned how 
difficult it is to launch a career in the world of 
professional storytelling.

Never forgetting her own struggle, she dreamed 
of helping talented people succeed. When she saw 
the end of her life drawing near, she gave her family 
instructions to create a fund that would support 
exceptionally gifted tellers in the early stages of their 
careers. With great pride her family and her beloved 
colleagues established the J.J. Reneaux Emerging 
Artists Fund. It is J.J.’s dream come to fruition.

Bravo for Chisom and Diane!

Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild
It was a busy 

Fall for the 
youth and adult 
tellers of our 
guild. There was 
a great turnout 
at the annual 
Oakwood 
Cemetery 
Walking 
Tales. We even 
had a surprise 
visit from 
one of the 
descendants. 
The Texas 
Jewish 
Historical Society invited our youth tellers to speak 
at their conference. They received a standing 
ovation! In December, we celebrated the holidays 
with a Jolly Christmas Storytelling Concert at the 
Hewitt Public Library. Sugarplums and candy cane 
fun!

We now look forward to the Festival in March and 
to hosting Ms. Donna Ingham at our annual Porch 
Tales on Saturday, April 26, 2025. 
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North 40 Storytellers Guild 
We are continuing to meet in person at the 

Heritage Farmstead. We are in person but provide a 
Zoom link most months for those who cannot attend 
in person. Our December meeting was a holiday 
celebration with treats and stories. Reginia Matthews 
shared a lovely piece she wrote titled, My Mother’s 
Hands. We are looking forward to having many of you 
join us on January 20th for the online workshop. See 
the announcement and registration link elsewhere in 
the TSA’s Virtual Events section of the newsletter.

San Antonio Storytellers 
Association (SASA)

For the third year in a row, San Antonio Storytellers 
will be celebrating Dream Week in January by telling 
stories at three city-operated senior centers. Dream 
Week is not a federal holiday, but a local one, and 
it has spilled over into almost three weeks with 
performances, lectures, and presentations of all 
kinds in celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King’s 
hopeful vision for America. The 2025 theme is 
“#WeAreNeighbor,” and our tellers are Mark Babino, 
MaryAnn Blue, Nathan Holiner, Sue Kuentz, and Jane 
McDaniel with Mary Grace Ketner coordinating.

Congratulations to SASA member Mary Grace 
Ketner who has edited a book of true stories 
written by volunteers from San Antonio’s Interfaith 
Welcome Coalition, the volunteers in the blue vests 

who welcome and assist asylum seekers at our 
city’s airport and bus station. San Antonio is the 
southernmost transportation hub in Texas and 
near two immigrant detention 
centers, so adults, families 
and teens arrive daily, passing 
through our city on their way 
to sponsors or shelters in other 
parts of the country. 

Released this fall by Urban 
Press, Traveling Mercies: 
Encounters with Asylum 
Seekers offers 71 true stories 
by 31 volunteers. We see their 
kindness, their generosity, their family values, their 
wise and foolish choices, their humor and their 
gratitude at having arrived at a place of safety. We 
see their courage in leaving their imperiled home, 
their tenacity in having undergone a dangerous 
journey and their determination to adapt to a new 
and different way of life, knowing their trials are not 
yet ended. Oddly, we do not see the insane asylum 
escapees and criminals you hear so much about!

Traveling Mercies is available in paperback or 
Kindle editions on Amazon here. You may also read a 
few stories free by clicking “read sample” below the 
cover photo on that page.

SASA Teaser: SASA has lots of treasures to share 
with TSA Members at our March Storytelling Festival! 
You’ll have to attend to find out! So many to choose 
from! What could they be? We’ll see you in March!

Guild News
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Territory Tellers 
by Chester Weems

I have always been fond of the Territory Tellers 
Retreat. It has always been a low key, relaxed chance 
to get together, visit a little, do a little story sharing, 

and maybe learn something.

The 2025 Territory Teller annual Retreat has 
now been scheduled. It will be at Lake Murray 
State Lodge, just south of Ardmore, Oklahoma. It 
will start Friday evening January 24 with check-in 
and our first story sharing around the lobby fireplace 
at 7:00 PM. Saturday will be casual with a TT board 
meeting, some story sharing, probably a couple of 
learning activities and will end Saturday evening with 
another fireside concert in the lobby. The concert will 
end about 9:00 PM.

No planned Sunday activities, but after checkout 
you might consider the old rock tower for a visit. 
And on your way home you will pass a couple of 
nice Casinos. Perhaps you can recover your travel 
expense money, or more likely leave a donation to 
the Chickasaw nation.

There is no registration fee for the event. The costs 
are for your room, meals, and transportation. The 
rooms are mostly double queen, facing the lake with 
a balcony. Nice view, no idea how cold it will be. If you 
have not been to Lake Murray Lodge in a long time, it 
is a like new facility, nice rooms. Nice large lobby with 
chairs and sofas. 

Make your own reservations by calling the 
lodge at 580-223-6600. Be sure to state you are 
with Territory Tellers to get the blocked rate of 

Guild News
$129.00 plus taxes (It is $36.00 off the regular rate). 

You might consider bringing your own snacks 
and extra drinks, as we are doing a frugal approach. 
There will be a meeting room for us on Saturday with 
coffee. There is a nice on-site restaurant.

We are also inviting some of our Texas cousins, 
those tellers from north Texas who are only a couple 
of hours or so away. We thought it might be nice to 
expand our connections to storytellers across the 
border. 

The Spirit of Oklahoma Storytelling Festival will be 
held in June 2025. More information is upcoming.

Free Virtual Event Program
The Virtual Events Series anticipates showcasing 
one of our Guilds about every 60 days, or about 6 
times per year. 

January 20, 2025 
“From Story to Page to Publish” 
Host: North 40 Storytellers Guild 
Featuring Beth Ayers, Ann Marie Newman, and 
Regina Stone Matthews 
Zoom Registration: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZwpd--oqTkqHNDlx6ZRPdpUROh7Cb1ln2N9#/
registration

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwpd--oqTkqHNDlx6ZRPdpUROh7Cb1ln2N9#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwpd--oqTkqHNDlx6ZRPdpUROh7Cb1ln2N9#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwpd--oqTkqHNDlx6ZRPdpUROh7Cb1ln2N9#/registration
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Storytelling Calendar
Lil D, Denton Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Denton Area)
Meets the 3rd Thursday of the month at various 
locations. ALL are welcome!
Contact Elizabeth Beamon at  
magicbean2000@aol.com

Mesquite Storytellers of Abilene (IN PERSON)
(Abilene Area)
Meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month (except 
December), 6:00 pm
Abilene Public Library – downtown
Contact:  Beverly Priddy, 325-513-6148;  
bevpriddy@gmail.com or Abbie Randolph, 325-669-
4501, abbie.randolph@yahoo.com

North 40 Storytellers Guild (IN PERSON & VIRTUAL)
(Far North Dallas and Collin Counties)
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month,  7:00 pm
at Young House of Heritage Farmstead Museum, 
Plano, TX
Contact: Minetta Smith 214-773-2405 or Dean Keith 
214-923-7785
Guild email: info@north40storyteller.com
https://north40storytellers.com/

Rockwall Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON & VIRTUAL)
(Rockwall Area)
Meets Virtually the 4th Tuesday of the month, 6:00 
pm on Zoom
and at Rockwall County Library (Second Floor), 
Rockwall, TX
Contact:  Viveca Deanes, 334-552-0748, 
rockwallstorytelling@gmail.com

San Antonio Storytellers Association (IN PERSON)
(South Central Texas)
Meets 1st Wednesday of the month, 6:45 – 8:00 PM  
Hybrid (Live and on virtual Zoom at  O’Krent Floors, 
2075 N Loop 1604 E, San Antonio, TX 78232. Please 
email Sue Kuentz if you would like the Zoom Link
Contact: Sue Kuentz, 210-326-7877, 
sue.kuentz@gmail.com
Website: https://www.sanantoniostorytellers.com/
Facebook Page – San Antonio Storytellers

Storytellers of the High Plains (IN PERSON)
(Panhandle Area)
Contact: Dr. Trudy Hanson, mhanson16@suddenlink.
net or Eldrena Douma, bluecorn_teller@hotmail.com

Tarrant Area Guild of Storytellers (TAGS)
(Fort Worth/Tarrant County Area)
Contact: Sandra McGee,  817-808-1691;  
mcgeeroy@verizon.net

TSA’s Affiliate Guild Meetings
Central Texas Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Austin Area)
Meets 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7:00 pm
at Rabbi Raine’s La Casa; contact Raine for address
Contact: Raine Teller rebbaraine@icloud.com

Dallas Storytelling Guild (VIRTUAL)
(Dallas Area)
Story Circle meets the 2nd Wednesday of the month, 
7:00–9:00 pm
Contact:  Peggy Helmick-Richardson, 469-955-0595, 
peggy@twicetellers.com
https://dallasstorytelling.org/

Doc Moore Storytelling Guild  (VIRTUAL)
Meets Virtually the 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30-
7:00pm on Zoom
Contact: Tim Tingle, President, 830-832-4288, 
luksi853@outlook.com

East Texas Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Tyler/Henderson/Kilgore/Holly Lake/Diana Area)
Please contact for meeting location and time:  
Dru Woods, 903-769-0702, druwoods@yahoo.com

El Paso Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(El Paso Area)
Please contact for meeting location and 
time: Sandra Aguirre-Magana, 915-540-9305, 
elpasostorytellingguild@gmail.com

Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Waco Area)
Adults – Meets 4th Saturday of the month, 10:30 am
at The Good Neighbor House, 2301 Colcord Avenue, 
Waco, TX
Youth – Meet Wednesdays, September – May, 4:30-
5:30pm (except on holidays)
at the Hewitt Public Library, Hewitt, TX
Contact: Vivian Rutherford, 254-717-1763,  
vivian.rutherford@thestorylady.org
https://www.facebook.com/
HeartOfTexasStorytellingGuild/

Houston Storytellers Guild (VIRTUAL)
(Houston Area)
Meets Virtually 4th Tuesday of the month, 7:00 pm
Contact Sally Goodroe, goodroe@earthlink.net
http://houstonstorytellers.org;   
hsg@houstonstorytellers.org

mailto:magicbean2000@aol.com
mailto:bevpriddy@gmail.com
mailto:abbie.randolph@yahoo.com
mailto:info@north40storyteller.com
https://north40storytellers.com
mailto:rockwallstorytelling@gmail.com
mailto:sue.kuentz@gmail.com
https://www.sanantoniostorytellers.com
mailto:mhanson16@suddenlink.net
mailto:mhanson16@suddenlink.net
mailto:bluecorn_teller@hotmail.com
mailto:mcgeeroy@verizon.net
mailto:rebbaraine@icloud.com
mailto:peggy@twicetellers.com
https://dallasstorytelling.org
mailto:luksi853@outlook.com
mailto:druwoods@yahoo.com
mailto:elpasostorytellingguild@gmail.com
mailto:vivian.rutherford@thestorylady.org
https://www.facebook.com/HeartOfTexasStorytellingGuild
https://www.facebook.com/HeartOfTexasStorytellingGuild
mailto:goodroe@earthlink.net
http://houstonstorytellers.org
mailto:hsg@houstonstorytellers.org
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The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter 
published by the Tejas Storytelling 
Association.
Editor: Sandra Aguirre-Magaña 
Production: Karen Wollscheid 
Contributors: varies for each issue
Tejas Teller submission deadline is the 
last Friday of the month of each calendar 
quarter end: March, June, September, and 
December. 
General news items can be sent to the 
editor at magana.sandra525@gmail.com
Currently the Tejas Teller is being 
distributed electronically to email 
addresses stored with TSA membership 
records. If you would like a printed copy 
of the newsletter, please notify the TSA 
Office at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com.

214 W. Hickory St. 
Denton, TX 76201

DONATIONS
We need your support in our mission of 

storytelling. Please send your tax deductible 
donation in support of storytelling and our mission 
in this region. Thank you!

CHECK: Mail your donation check to TSA, 214 W. 
Hickory St., Denton, TX 76201.

ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations

MEMBERSHIP
If you are not a member, come and join our 

storytelling family and friends in our region. We can 
spread the tradition and the power of storytelling. All 
are welcome; every member is important, whether 
story listener, storyteller, or story lover.

Even if you took some time off or have been a 
member in the past, we would love have you back!

Membership Categories: (Yearly)
Individual: ........................................$35
Family: ..............................................$60
Organization: .................................. $75
Youth (age 18 and younger):........$10

»» CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application 
found on our website under the Membership 
tab and mail with your check or credit card 
information to TSA, 214 W. Hickory St., Denton, 
TX 76201.

»» PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940-
380-9320. We will return your call, answer 
your questions, and record your credit card 
information for billing.

»» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/
Membership

TSA’s mission is to foster an appreciation of 
storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art, 
and an educational tool. Our members are a vital 
part in making this mission succeed. We need you!

Storytelling Event Free Advertising
Submit your event on our webpage for all to see! 
You can list your Affiliate Guild events on the Tejas 
Storytelling Association’s website.
Simply go to https://tejasstorytelling.com and click 
on Submit Event Listing under the Event Calendar 
tab in the top menu. 
If you submit early enough, it will go into our next 
newsletter. This is just one of the services offered 
by the Tejas Storytelling Association.
https://tejasstorytelling.com/events

Don’t miss any of the Facebook and Twitter 
posts highlighting storytellers, concerts and 

activities at the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Like us! Become a friend! Share!
https://facebook.com/tejasstorytellingassociation 
https://facebook.com/texasstorytellingfestival 

https://twitter.com/tejastales

Tejas Storytelling Association 
Non-Discrimination and Social Justice 
Policy

The Tejas Storytelling Association is organized 
and operates with the purpose of seeking out 
and encouraging audiences and storytellers 
from diverse backgrounds. We firmly commit 
our organization to equality, fairness, safety, and 
justice for all. Whenever and wherever we gather, 
we commit to providing a safe and inclusive 
environment.

We oppose acts of discrimination, harassment, 
hate, or violence against groups or persons 
based on age, race, ethnicity or nationality, color, 
religious belief, gender, sexual orientation or gender 
identification, health or physical disability, and 
experience. We oppose injustice and oppression in 
whatever forms they might take.

We commit our organization to operate in a way 
that represents the best practices of environmental 
stewardship.

mailto:magana.sandra525@gmail.com
mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Membership
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https://twitter.com/tejastales

