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Continued  ...

Texas Storytelling Festival Afterglow
Festival 
Participants Said...
“The openness, friendliness 
and acceptance of the fellow 
audience and storytellers that I 
met made the effort to go out in 
the cold, wet morning definitely 
worthwhile. And your volunteers 
at each of your booths were 
delightful and helpful. Thank 
you.”

“I reconnected with a friend I 
hadn’t seen in 30 years.”

“People manning the reception desk were 
professional, courteous, and knowledgeable. Old-
timers made newbies feel welcome and were 
extremely helpful.”

“I loved the display from the last forty years and 
the memorial to those who passed recently.  Really 
enhances the community feel.”

“I like keeping our old traditions - cow skull, 
banjo player who introduces final concert, etc. 
I’ve attended 35 years and prize these memorable 
things.”

“I love the connection and reconnection  with 
other tellers. I have been gone from storytelling  for 
about 25 years but was welcomed back with open 
arms.”

“It was an OUTSTANDING line up of featured 
storytellers! Can’t say enough good things about it!”

“The tellers were absolutely amazing this year. 
It’s good every year but there are certain years that 
really knocked it out of the park and this was one of 
them. Thank you so much.”

“Stellar Performances, Invaluable Workshops, 
Wonderful People”
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“It was great to see old friends and to make new ones. A wonderful festival!”

“Attending the Texas Storytelling Festival  is like coming home for a family reunion!

“I am inspired by the loyalty of this community when seeing people who have attended festivals throughout 
the 40 years.”

“I wasn’t familiar with the tradition of taking something from the basket at Sacred Tales, but I took a note of 
the beauty, growth, and life symbolism of the Monarch.”

“The Story Slam continues to be my favorite event at the festival as both a participant and audience 
member, largely in part to the emcee, Michael Guinn. He creates a high energy, positive, engaging, inclusive 
atmosphere, knows how to read his audience, makes the tellers feel at the top of their game, runs his events 
very efficiently with the utmost professionalism. The Story Slam is an event I count on every year to attend, 
knowing it will be 
thoroughly enjoyable.”

“This is only my 
second festival. I already 
have next year’s festival 
on my calendar!”

“Even though I didn’t 
know many folks in 
the crowd, it feels like 
a room full of friends. 
Always a positive 
experience. Thank you!”
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From the Artistic Directors
By Vivian Rutherford, Co-Artistic Director

We were all a-glow with 
anticipation for the 40th 

Texas Storytelling Festival. 
It lived up to and beyond 
all expectations. It began 
with those hearty souls 
who came early to help 
set up, to those who 
remained faithfully to 
break it all down. From the featured tellers, who 
delivered stories from all genres and emotions, to 
our youth tellers standing boldly and growing their 
expertise. We attended workshops that taught us 
to think outside the box and we found treasures 
to take home in boxes. There were concerts, slams 
and swaps, outstanding all, facilitated and emceed 
by the volunteers of TSA. We dined, we danced, we 
reflected, we re-united! To our new friends and old, 
thank you and we’ll see you next year! 

2025 Festival by the Numbers
•	4 featured tellers
•	45 other storytellers
•	17 poet slammers
•	27 story slammers
•	8 youth tellers
•	7 liars
•	27 emcees and moderators
•	2 ASL interpreters
•	10 ASL Ambassadors
•	13 storytelling concerts
•	12 workshops
•	1 master class
•	3 music performances
•	9 judges

•	17 states represented*
•	2 countries represented*
•	And countless volunteers—priceless!

*17 States & 2 Countries!
Arkansas, California, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, 

Illinois, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, New Mexico, Oklahoma, 
Texas, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, West Virginia and 
Northern  Ireland.

Family/Youth Storytelling Day 
was AMAZING!
By Sue Kuentz, Youth Storytelling Team Chair

There’s nothing more uplifting than hearing the 
finely crafted stories from our young tellers across 
Texas as they share their practiced tales with a 
wonderful morning audience of attentive listeners 
who truly value each child’s talent. A huge thank you 
to our incredible seven youth and their families for 
dedicating months of hard work in preparation for 
this special day, with the guidance of their coaches, 
Vivian Rutherford, Sue Kuentz, and Toni Simmons. 
We also want to express our gratitude to Laredo 
Wynveen, Quincy Moore, Rebekah Garcia, Alyviah 
McGrew, Lily May, Lyla Skrhak, and Kailey Cowan. 

These young storytellers were inspired by two of our 
amazing, featured tellers, Mo Reynolds and Bil Lepp. 
The youth are still talking about how motivating 
these two storytellers were. As coaches, our hope 
is that these young people continue to harness the 
power of storytelling in their busy lives and carry 
forward the tradition of sharing stories, passing on 
its magic for generations to come!

Each year at the festival, we offer a special treat 
– a free day for all youth and their parents, because 
we understand how important it is to introduce 
families to the magic of storytelling. This year not 
only was our 
youth concert 
free, but all 
youth and their 
families were 
also invited to 
spend 1.5 hours 

Continued  ...
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with our Youth Workshop presenter, Debbie Waddell, who led an engaging 
and interactive “Finding Your Story” program! The kids explored storytelling 
using all five senses, fully immersing themselves in the endless possibilities 
that stories provide.

Afterwards, we enjoyed a delicious lunch – pizza, scrumptious cookies, and 
water – before diving into our famous Story Swap, where both the youth and 
their parents shared stories. It was so heartwarming to see first-time kids 
and even first-time parents stepping up to share! The room was so quiet, you 
could hear a pin drop.

A particularly moving moment came when youth 
teller Rebekah Garcia’s sister shared her very first story, followed by their mother, who 
expressed her deep gratitude for how storytelling has positively impacted their lives. Mrs. 
Garcia hopes that her daughters will someday read the many stories she has written in her 
journals and would love them to share those stories with others. It was truly a powerful 
moment! Thank you to everyone who made this day so special.

 Youth Continued  .. “As a former speech 
teacher, I especially 
enjoyed the youth concert. 
The skill and poise the 
children have developed 
is a superb example of the 
benefit storytelling and 
story learning brings to the 
education of active citizens 
and future leaders.“

TSA Awards
After a wonderful banquet, lively music, and 

storytelling. The TSA Awards were announced by 
Toni Simmons who gracefully emceed when Kathy 
Culmer, Awards Committee Chair, was unable to 
attend due to illness.

Bernadette Nason 
received the John 
Henry Faulk Award

David Claunch 
received the 
Marvin Brown 
Volunteer Service 
Award

Chester Weems 
received the Martha 

Len Nelson Special 
Services Award

Liars’ Contest
By Jaye McLaughlin

Our Liars’ Contest on Saturday had seven entries. 
Judges Peggy Capps, Brent Hampton and Jim 
Shuman selected the top three:

1st Place: Alice Nathan with “Feral Hogs.” A story 
which explains the source of 30,000 feral hogs 
running loose in the Mark Twain National Forest. 
Congratulations Alice! This is the second year in a row 
that our first place has gone to Missouri!

2nd Place: Regina Holmes with “Superpower – 
‘Gator Talker’.” A story that details how she became 
such a friend to alligators and why she does not 
appreciate people who love their alligator handbags. 
Regina comes from Beaumont and she knows what 
she is talking about!

3rd Place: Tony Hardman with “The Year I Was 
Bad.” A story of revenge of a high school senior 
when he does not get the easy breezy schedule he 
had planned for his last year in high school. Luckily 
he went on from high school to be a librarian and is 
now on our TSA Board, counting money and signing 
checks as our Treasurer.

Congratulations to all the entrants for providing a 
lively fun concert!
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Story Store
By Jaye McLaughlin

The Story Store report: 
First a BIG ROUND OF 
THANKS goes to Sharon 
Manning and Pam Pipkin, 
the two of them staffed the 
Story Store for the whole 
festival – minus a workshop 
or two, plus bathroom 
breaks!! They were there 
for the set up Thursday 
morning, they were there for the close on Sunday. So 
many hours from too few people! THANKS SHARON 
AND PAM! There were others that lent their valuable 
time: Donna Gregory, Sarah Evans, Allison (a student 
getting extra credit), Sandra McGee, Nicki Cohen, 
Jaye McLaughlin, and Sue Kuentz.

We did well this year 
thanks to you all who 
bought items. Our big push 
was for that “40 Years of 
Texas Storytelling” a book 
helping to celebrate our 40 
Years of Festivals. This book 
was published by TSA and 
Parkhurst Brothers and is 
one of our money-raising 
enterprises. We received a 
grant to put this book into 
many of the Denton Schools, and Denton County 
Schools and Libraries. The book was published last 
year, and we have more to sell – you can help by 
telling folks about the fun, delightful stories that are 
in it. The book is $22 plus postage if we have to mail.

We had a big assortment of books from Fred 
Peters estate, we had some great puppets, we had 
some great books that Pam ordered for TSA, we had 
Charlotte Blake Alston’s books and CD’s as well as Bil 
Lepp’s materials. We missed materials from Cooper 
who said he has a book coming, and Mo who left 
notes on her blogs.

Thank you to all of you who came and browsed the 
Story Store. We had caps and bags, all for our 40th 
Festival, so we will be celebrating again next year. If 
you came this year and didn’t get one, you just might 
get it at a discount next year.

SLAMS!
By Michael Guinn

The festival slams 
were where poets and 
storytellers from across 
the border showcased 
their creative talents! 
Under the guidance 
of Mr. Mike Guinn, 
this year’s event 
was a masterclass in 
community building and artistic expression. East 
Texas’s own Kristie Gunther and DJ Rankin took 
home the top prizes, each winning $50 and a trophy, 
thanks to the Texas Storytelling Association and 
Mike Guinn Entertainment. Celebrate the power of 
storytelling and poetry in a supportive environment.

2025 Slam Participants:

Brenda McWilliams
Brittany Laurence
Catherine Netter
Channen Sarmiento
Chester Weems
Cinthia Steele
Claire Felice
Colleen Schell
Daniel Jones
Daniel Peter Jones
Dean Armstrong
Decee Cornish 
Die Lunte
Eliza Stubblefield 
Errol McLendon
Grace Padilla
Hayley Turner
Helle Butler
Hester Moore 
Immanuel A. Garcia
J.R. Reynolds

Julie Riekse
Kanute Rarey
Katie Gage
Kelli Cottrel
Kriste’e Gunter
Krystal Holliday
LaSonya
Leeann Timms
Manetane Da Reason
MeKayla Jones
Nicki Cohen
Nury Burnett
Ric Vice
Ronald Carter
Roses
Stephen Schwartz
Steve McCluer
T.J. Rankin
Valencia V. Arceneaux
Varsha Halabe
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Thank You!
By John Hale, Program Director and Vice-President of TSA Board

I want to extend a special thank you to all the dedicated individuals whose collective efforts made the 2025 
Texas Storytelling Festival such a success. I’m especially grateful for the contributions of the 2025 Festival 
Planning Committee members: Janet Bickel-Burton, Managing Logistics Director; Jaye McLaughlin, Artistic Co-
Director; Vivian Rutherford, Artistic Co-Director; Dalton Gregory, Festival Financials; Kim Lehman, Marketing 
Director; Ronald Carter, Volunteer Director; Sue Kuentz, Youth Events Director; Carol Barrow, TSA Office 
Manager; Kathy Culmer TSA Awards; Jaye McLaughlin, Story Store; Deborah Waddel, Silent Auction Manager; 
David Thompson, the Fringe; Sandra Aguirre-Magaña, Concessions; and Michael Brundy, TSA President.

The committee met via Zoom to coordinate every facet of the festival, including logistics, contracts, meals, 
concessions, Story Store, stage and lighting, venues, and volunteers. They handled coordination with featured 
tellers, organized schedules, and arranged stages and classrooms for tellers, workshops, and other activities. 
They were also responsible for promotion, social media, marketing, publishing materials, registrations, 
administration, finances, and payments. Thanks also to the many volunteers whose efforts contributed to the 
success of the 2025 Texas Storytelling Festival in Denton.

Finally, a special shout-out to those who have already volunteered for the 2026 Festival Planning 
Committee! If you’re interested in joining the committee, please contact me at johnhale.naturally@gmail.com.

Platinum Level–Festival Sponsor $1000+
•	 City of Denton – https://cityofdenton.com
•	 Denton Benefit League 

https://dentonbenefitleague.org/
•	 National Endowment for the Arts 

https://www.arts.gov/
•	 Tejas Storytelling Association 

https://tejasstorytelling.com/
•	 Texas Commission on the Arts 

https://www.arts.texas.gov/
•	 Texas Folklore Society 

http://texasfolkloresociety.org/
•	 Recycled Books, Records, and CDs:  

https://recycledbooks.com 
200 N. Locust, Denton, TX 76201

•	 Betsy Mosier 
•	 Judy and J. B. Keith
•	 Michael Brundy – I Speak!

Silver Level–Teller Sponsor $500–$749
•	 David Claunch – In the spirit of gratitude
•	 Paul Sheldon 

Bronze Level–Program Sponsor $250–$499
•	 Dallas Storytelling Guild
•	 Tim Couch

Copper Level–Sponsor $100–$249
•	 Donna and Dalton Gregory
•	 Donna and Jerry Ingham
•	 Jay McLaughlin 
•	 Nancy Self
•	 Peggy Capps
•	 Reba and Granville Ott
•	 Ric Vice Storyteller
•	 Sandra Aguirre-Magaña 

https://yocuentocuentoz.com
•	 Stephany Compton
•	 Susan Lewis – In remembrance of my sweet 

sister, Kate Lauder
•	 Ted Parkhurst – Parkhurst Brothers Publishers 

https://parkhurstbrothers.com
•	 Valerie Kimble

Texas Storytelling Festival Sponsors 2025
We want to thank our sponsors who make The Texas Storytelling Festival possible!

Continued  ...

mailto:johnhale.naturally@gmail.com
https://www.cityofdenton.com/
https://www.cityofdenton.com/
https://dentonbenefitleague.org/
https://www.arts.gov/
https://tejasstorytelling.com/
https://www.arts.texas.gov/
http://www.texasfolkloresociety.org/
https://recycledbooks.com/
https://yocuentocuentoz.com
https://parkhurstbrothers.com
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Community Sponsor Level $30–$99
•	 Barbara Bridgewater
•	 Connie Pottle in honor of Elizabeth Ellis
•	 Darci Tucker
•	 Darlene AKA Nelda
•	 Eldrena “Blue Corn” Douma, honoring my Baba’s 

and Dyaa au’s
•	 Hashem’s House International
•	 John Hale – https://GetJohnHale.com
•	 Kanute Rarey 
•	 Loren Niemi
•	 Mark Davis
•	 Minetta Smith
•	 Nicki Cohen
•	 Pam Pipkin
•	 Regina Holmes
•	 Sandra Measels, Storyteller
•	 Star Thomas
•	 Tarrant Area Guild of Storytellers
•	 Valerie Kimble - In memory of Fred Peters
•	 Vivian Rutherford/Heart of Texas Storytelling 

Guild in remembrance of Beulah Barksdale

In Kind Supporters
•	 Sign Language Interpreting Program, 

Tarrant County College. These students are 
ambassadors at the festival for the deaf 
community or anyone needing a little assist 
with conversation, interpretation, learning 
the sign for welcome, or making new friends 
with our deaf and hard of hearing audience 
members. 

•	 Campus Theater for the use of their backdrop
•	 City of Denton Parks and Recreation 

Department
•	 Carol Barrow
•	 Dalton Gregory
•	 Emily Fowler Library
•	 Festival Committee Volunteers
•	 Festival Volunteers
•	 Frenchy’s
•	 Janet Bickel-Burton
•	 Jaye McLaughlin
•	 Michael Brundy
•	 Richard Williamson 
•	 Ronald Carter
•	 Sue Kuentz
•	 Tejas Association Board Members
•	 Tejas Storytelling Association Volunteers
•	 Vivian Rutherford

ASL Festival Ambassador
By Margaret (Maggie) Rivera, TCC ASL Interpreting 
Intern

It was a great experience attending the 
Storytelling Festival for the first time! Observing the 
interpreters during storytelling was an experience 
because I could visualize what they were signing 
as if I was only hearing what was being said. The 
interpreters were able to paint a picture of the words 
the teller presented.

Also, I enjoyed being able to build connections 
with the Deaf attendees. I was able to converse 
with them about their experience and how much 
they appreciated the interpreters for being there to 
provide access to them.

The Tarrant Area Guild of Storytellers bid 
farewell to their President Jacqui Rashe earlier 
this year. Jacqui retired and is moving to Belize. 
They wished her farewell amidst many stories 
and commendations on her storytelling, acting, 
and all-around good friend. Thanks Jacqui for all 
the years and stories you shared with TAGS!

Tejas Storytelling Association cares about all Members.
Sometimes we lose touch with our valued Members.

Please let us know when a TSA Member experiences a 
milestone, celebration or passing so that we may honor 

our Members more fully.
Contact the TSA office: (940) 380-9320 or tsa@

tejasstorytelling.com

https://GetJohnHale.com
mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
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2024-2027 TSA  Governing Board
Michael Brundy, President

president@tejasstorytelling.com

John Hale, Vice President
vp@tejasstorytelling.com

Sandra Aguirre-Magana, Secretary
secretary@tejasstorytelling.com

Tony Hardman, Treasurer
treasurer@tejasstorytelling.com

Janet Bickel-Burton
jhbickleburton@gmail.com

Barbara Bridgewater
bpbridgeh2o@hotmail.com

David Brock
barefootbrock@gmail.com

Ron Carter
poetdrummer1@yahoo.com 

Sue Kuentz
sue.kuentz@gmail.com

Pam Pipkin
pam.pipkin3@gmail.com

Hank Roubicek
hankroubicek@gmail.com

Nancy Self
nself42@gmail.com

Nelda Tone
neldatone@gmail.com

Debbie Waddell
dramamamadebbie@yahoo.com

Rick Davis,  President Emeritus
emeritus-president@tejasstorytelling.com

Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a  

non-profit organization dedicated to 
fostering the appreciation of storytelling 

as an oral tradition, a performing art,  
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

From the President
Dear Tejas Storytelling Community,

Celebrating Our Most Successful Festival 
Yet! I’m thrilled to share that our recent festival 
was a resounding success! We had an amazing 
lineup of featured tellers, engaging workshops, 
and a fantastic turnout. The vibrant energy was 
palpable, with everyone enjoying the food, music, 
and stories. Some attendees even said it was the 
best festival they’ve ever been to!

I want to extend a heartfelt thank you to all the volunteers, staff, 
storytellers, and attendees who made this event so special. Your 
enthusiasm and support are what keep our storytelling tradition alive 
and thriving. Let’s carry this momentum forward as we plan future 
events and continue to share the magic of storytelling.

As we continue to strengthen our storytelling community, we’re 
excited about creating more opportunities for storytellers to share 
their craft. We’d love your help in identifying storytellers within your 
guilds who might enjoy sharing their stories at other guild meetings or 
at our annual festival. Please share a list of storytellers from your guild 
who are enthusiastic about these opportunities. Help us highlight the 
incredible talent in our community. 
As we continue to grow and evolve, the Tejas Storytelling Association is 
seeking passionate individuals to join our Board of Directors. In June we 
will have five vacancies on the board and are looking for members who 
are enthusiastic about storytelling, committed to supporting 
our mission, and eager to contribute their skills and insights. Board 
members play a vital role in shaping our programs, events, and strategic 
direction.

If you know of any members who would be interested in serving 
on the board, please let us know or encourage them to reach out to 
us directly. We welcome individuals with diverse backgrounds and 
experiences who share our passion for storytelling.

You can send their names directly to me at mjbrundy@gmail.com or 
contact the TSA office at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com. 

Thank you for your continued support and dedication to the art of 
storytelling. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Michael Brundy - President, Tejas Storytelling Association 
Nominating Committee – Michael Brundy, John Hale and Elizabeth Ellis

mailto:vp@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:secretary@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:treasurer@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:jhbickleburton@gmail.com
mailto:bpbridgeh2o@hotmail.com
mailto:barefootbrock@gmail.com
mailto:Poetdrummer1@yahoo.com
mailto:sue.kuentz@gmail.com
mailto:pam.pipkin3@gmail.com
mailto:hankroubicek@gmail.com
mailto:hankroubicek%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:nself42@gmail.com
mailto:neldatone@gmail.com
mailto:dramamamadebbie@yahoo.com
mailto:emeritus-president@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:mjbrundy@gmail.com
mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
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TSA News
History is Important!

Don’t forget to take pictures of all your guild and 
TSA activities (in person and virtual) so that we 
can make our yearbooks. Please label the people 
in the photographs and the guild information as 
well. Then send it to our historian, Jaye McLaughlin 
at jayemclaughlin@gmail.com. 

Sustaining Membership
There is a new way to support TSA – through 

a Sustaining Membership. An opportunity to 
contribute as little as $10 per month to help spread 
the joy of storytelling.

Board of Directors Meetings
The Board of Directors of the Tejas Storytelling 

Association meets monthly. All meetings occur 
by Zoom at 7:00 p.m. on the third Tuesday of the 
month. Upcoming: Apr 15 • May 20 • June 17

A Quilting Emergency!
By Jaye McLaughlin

There is a mystery involving the 2023 Festival! 
I want to share this with you all because maybe 
someone knows. 

Getting ready for 2024 Festival, I was unpacking 
things to use on the stage: our traditional TSA items, 
a cow skull (the symbol of TSA as decided by Finley 
Stewart and his compadres who set this whole 
shebang up), and a rocking chair which holds the TSA 
quilt that a member from Jacksboro made from TSA 
T-Shirts some years ago. 

I got to the quilt storage box, opened it and low 
and behold it was NOT our TSA quilt. It was a ragged, 
tattered old quilt that was not made of T-shirts.

Well, luckily I had a Texas quilt I had made for my 
daughter years ago and told Vivian that we could 
use it on the stage (I brought it to cover tables in the 
Story Store). No one noticed the different quilt or 
said anything to me about it.

I made a couple of phone calls to folks after the 
2024 Festival was over and no one knew anything 
about this missing quilt. It is gone after being stored, 
safely away after the 2023 Festival in our locked-up 
storage unit. It is a mystery that I have not been able 
to solve.

My only solution is to make another TSA T-shirt 
proud quilt. 

I do not have enough TSA Festival T-shirts to make 
a full-size quilt. I have already gotten some donations 
from Laura Lee Cooley. She has been around and 
gotten T-shirts from a lot of other festivals. I still 
need some old T-shirts from our TSA Festivals. DO 
YOU HAVE ONE TO DONATE? 

Luckily I have the last 4 available. But I already 
donated mine for the first quilt. If you have one, 
please send it to: Jaye McLaughlin, 2220 Chebi Lane, 
Denton, TX 76209. 

If I get too many of one kind, maybe I will make 
a T-Shirt quilt for the Silent Auction next year. The 
thing is, I need them sort of soon, it takes a while to 
make a quilt, even one on the sewing machine!

Mastering the Art of Storytelling
A monthly series designed to help you refine your 

storytelling skills and deepen your connection to the 
art of storytelling. Go to the TSA website to learn 
more: https://sites.google.com/tejasstorytelling.
com/the-art-of-storytelling/home

mailto:jayemclaughlin@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/tejasstorytelling.com/the-art-of-storytelling/home
https://sites.google.com/tejasstorytelling.com/the-art-of-storytelling/home
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Guild News
Guild Dues

TSA would love for guilds to renew their 
membership dues through the TSA website (dues 
are $1.00 per member, $10.00 minimum, $50.00 
maximum): https://tejasstorytelling.com/guild-dues/

Doc Moore Educational Outreach Fund
The Doc Moore Educational Outreach Fund is 

available to Affiliate Guilds in good standing and can 
help bring an exceptional storyteller to your guild for 
storytelling workshops. The Fund is used to offset 
travel expenses for a storyteller. TSA maintains a 
list of exceptional and available performers and 
will assist the guild in selecting the perfect teller. 
These workshops are a three-way mutual support 
agreement between TSA, a local guild, and an 
independent storyteller/workshop facilitator. The 
workshop must be free and open to the public.

Heart of Texas Guild

Upcoming Porch Tales featuring 
Donna Ingham.

Congratulations to Brooklynn 
Wynveen who represented in the 
Rising Star Concert.

Yay, Brooklynn!

Super kudos to our youth tellers: Kaitley Cowan, 
Lyla Skrhak, Quincy Moore and Laredo Wynveen. 
They all did a fantastic job during the Saturday 
Morning Family Concert! Photo: Youth Tellers 
receiving some last-minute pep and advice from 
featured teller Mo Reynolds.

North 40 Storytellers Guild
The guild was delighted to present the January 

Zoom for TSA featuring 3 of our members. They 
presented on the topic, “From Story To Page to 
Publish.” 

Member, Beth Ayers, led off the Welcome to 
the workshop, “Denton: Celebrating 40 Years of 
Storytelling at the Festival.” She shared her story 
“Hesitation” which was a 
selection in the book of 
the same name published 
last year. 

Shiny Wu brought some 
wonderful pictures from 
the BonArts Autistic 
Artists to share on 
Sunday. 

https://tejasstorytelling.com/guild-dues/
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Rockwall Storytelling Guild
By Vivica Deanes, President of RSG

On Saturday, January 4, the Rockwall Storytelling 
Guild kicked off 2025 with a 90-minute, collaborative 
storytelling workshop in conjunction with the 
Rockwall Public Library. The library’s staff advertised 
“Family Storytelling Games” via flyers, the library’s 
winter newsletter, and the library’s Facebook 
page, inviting all who were 10+ years old to register 
to participate. In hopes of attracting families to 
participate together, the registration was collected 
by librarians in the Youth Services Department where 
families regularly visit. 

Viveca Deanes, President and a founding member 
of the RSG, opened the workshop by introducing 
herself, sharing some of the RSG’s history and 
mission, and introducing the workshop presenter - 
storyteller and founder of Schwartz Games, Stephen 
Schwartz. 

Stephen started his presentation with a 
discussion about what 
storytelling is and the 
CASE - Characters, 
Activity , Scenes, and 
Enhancements - that 
produce stories that are 
intriguing, relatable, and 
enjoyable. During the 
weeks leading up to the 
workshop, Stephen and 
Viveca worked together 
to develop the story 
starter and characters 
that participants would 
incorporate into the 
story, “The Giant of 
Rockwall.” A character in 
the story – based on the 
real discovery of remains 
and artifacts in the 
1800s indicating at least 
one giant lived in what 
we now know as Rockwall, Texas – found another 
giant bone in a popular local park and strange things 
began to happen. After the participants grouped 
themselves into teams of three members, Stephen 
distributed the game sheets (which included the 
story starter, character’s descriptions, character’s 

Guild News
activities, and settings) and explained the rules and 
objectives of the game. He allotted 30 minutes to 
the teams to use the knowledge and game sheets 
they had just received from him to collaborate and 
develop their team’s story. Each team member 
served 2 minutes as teller then 2 minutes as recorder 
until each team member had served in both roles 
twice. The workshop was engaging, educational, 
and enjoyed by all and the resulting stories were 
creatively hilarious! Immediately following this event, 
the Rockwall Public Library, RSG, and Schwartz 
Games began discussing plans for a similar event 
later in the year. Stay tuned for those details!

To be a featured teller and receive announcements 
from Rockwall Storytelling Guild, email 
rockwallstorytelling@gmail.com.

Territory Tellers 
The Spirit of Oklahoma Storytelling Festival will 

take place this June 13th and 14th, 2025. We will be 
offering sponsorship categories for supporters of 
the festival. There will be two types. One type is a 
general sponsorship in various levels. The other type 
is to sponsor specific events. In this sponsorship, 
signage will be placed at the event, with your name 
printed on it, explaining that you are supporting 
storytelling through special sponsorship of a 
specific event. This will be offered between now 
and the festival on a first come basis. Let Chester 
Weems know that you want a specific sponsorship 
at cjweems19@gmail.com. You will receive a 
letter acknowledging your donation to support 
storytelling. Territory Tellers is a 501c3 organization. 
For more information on our festival go to: https://
territorytellers.com/2025-festival/.

The Storytellers of New Mexico
Storytellers of New Mexico promotes, supports, 

and encourages the history, art, and practice of 
storytelling. STNM produces original storytelling 
programming across the state, including monthly 
story crafting sessions, bi-monthly personal and/
or traditional storytelling shows, intermittent 
educaitonal/workshop opportunities, and 
participation in two annual global storytelling 
showcases. https://storytellersofnewmexico.org

mailto:rockwallstorytelling@gmail.com
mailto:cjweems19@gmail.com
https://territorytellers.com/2025-festival/
https://territorytellers.com/2025-festival/
https://storytellersofnewmexico.org
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Bits ‘n Pieces

Playing Around with AI
By Viveca Deanes, Rockwall Storytelling Guild

During Rockwall Storytelling Guild’s February 
meeting, Tejas Storytelling Association’s Vice 
President, John Hale, presented an interactive 
workshop demonstrating the use of free, AI-based 
platforms such as ChatGPT (http://chatgpt.com) to 
generate flyers/announcements that describe events 
in a way that readers look forward to attending! 

After the workshop, I decided to substitute “Story 
Swap” for “Meeting” in subsequent invitations to 
attend RSG’s monthly gatherings. I gave ChatGPT the 
instructions to 

“create an intriguing flyer for Rockwall 
Storytelling Guild’s Virtual Story Swap on 
Tuesday, March 25, 2025, at 6 pm featuring 
John Hale telling about the time he almost 
lost his head in Mexico and Viveca Deanes 
telling about times stranger things have 
happened”. 

Without using ChatGPT, my version invitation to 
attend the event would have simply read:

“Be sure to attend our next meeting on 
Tuesday, March 25, 2025, at 6 pm featuring 
John Hale telling about the time he almost 
lost his head in Mexico and Viveca Deanes 
telling about times stranger things have 
happened“. 

The ChatGPT platform generated content that 
made me look forward to being in the audience! I 
then used Canva, another free platform that’s useful 
for making all sorts of graphic designs, to make the 
flyer more visually appealing (see flyer on next page). 

After the Story Swap, to send to RSG’s email 
recipients, I gave ChatGPT instructions to:

“create an intriguing recap of the Virtual 
Story Swap in which John Hale told a tale 
about Linda’s travel adventures resulting in 
jaw-dropping positive outcomes because of 
positive way she viewed challenges during 
the trip and Viveca Deanes told about times 
stranger things have happened” 

The platform generated a recap that was much 
more of a reflection of the event than my recap 
would have been: “ a recap of an event Viveca was so 
glad she experienced first-hand.” 

Since experiencing how dynamically ChatGPT 
transforms words, I have been testing its other 
capabilities to make more content I believe will be 
useful in increasing the community’s awareness of 
RSG : “generate a slogan for Rockwall Storytelling 
Guild including the history of Rockwall regarding the 
rock wall”. 

These are samples of the slogans it generated. 
Each iteration shows the result of additional 
instructions given to ChatGPT such as “make it 
appealing to all ages”, “make it more intriguing”, 
“make it less mystical”, “make it appealing to all 
cultures”, and “incorporate something about the 
significance of the characteristics of the rock wall”.

•	 “Rockwall Storytelling Guild: Weaving the Tales 
of Texas’ Ancient Walls and Rich Legacy”

•	 “Rockwall Storytelling Guild: Where Ancient 
Walls Whisper Stories for Every Generation”

•	 “Rockwall Storytelling Guild: Uncover the 
Secrets of the Past, Share the Magic of the 
Present!”

•	 “Rockwall Storytelling Guild: Uncover the 
Secrets of the Past, Share the Joy of the 
Present!”

•	 “Rockwall Storytelling Guild: Where the Timeless 
Walls of History Inspire Stories for Every Soul” 

•	 “Rockwall Storytelling Guild: Where the 
Stories of Our Past Bring Us Together for Every 
Generation” 

•	 “Rockwall Storytelling Guild: Building Strong 
Connections Through Stories, Inspired by the 
Solid Foundation of Our Past”

What’s an organization and a slogan without 
a logo? Forgettable. Therefore, I further tested 
ChatGPT’s capabilities with the instructions to 
“create a logo using the slogan”. The platform 

Continued  ...

http://chatgpt.com
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reported it couldn’t create the graphics, however it gave very detailed instructions on how to create a logo 
using another platform like Canva. 

Canva currently provides 20 free AI content-generation tokens to its users on the 1st of each month. So, I 
copied and pasted the following instructions from ChatGPT into Canva’s AI content-generator:

“Logo Concept for Rockwall Storytelling Guild:

• Symbol/Imagery: Incorporate an image of the famous “Rockwall” (the ancient stone formation) as a 
central element, perhaps stylized or abstracted, to represent the local history.

• Typography: Use a rustic, yet approachable font to give the logo a welcoming feel. The words 
“Rockwall Storytelling Guild” could be bold and placed above the slogan.

• Slogan Placement: Position the slogan, “Uncover the Secrets of the Past, Share the Joy of the Present!” 
below the name in a smaller, complementary font to balance the design.

• Color Palette: Earthy tones like stone gray, rich browns, or soft greens, with an accent of warm yellow 
or orange to bring warmth and invitation.

Additional Details: You could add subtle elements like an open book, quill, or small elements symbolizing 
storytelling around the text to reinforce the theme.

You could use online tools like Canva or work with a designer to bring this vision to life. 

Canva redeemed 1 of the 20 free tokens and generated three design options. Remarkable! 

What will you create? As you create remember, AI is a tool. Like most 
other tools, it can be used positively and negatively. AI is presented 
as a genie with only one desire: to make one’s wishes come true. 
Unlike most other tools, AI is a learning tool. It is a learning tool, not a 
teaching tool. It is learning from the users and learning about the users. 

Contrary to popular belief, AI is neither new nor smart. AI has 
been around and in development for multiple decades. AI gathers 
information, aggregates it, and depending on how its program is 
written, it makes decisions about that data (such as data storage, 
retrieval, and presentation) and with that data (such as controlling 
peripheral equipment). The program is written to optimize all these 
processes, meaning it gets more accurate and efficient with these 
processes based on the feedback it receives. If none of this makes 
sense, just remember: AI is not a toy; AI learns about its users from 
its users; be mindful what permissions and access to personal 
information you provide to AI programs.

Bits ‘n Pieces
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for the 2026 Festival. And of course Maria Gillen 
(Republic of Ireland) and her indomitable Mad for the 
Road storytelling troupe. Lord she is busy, busy, busy 
traveling and sharing stories across the Emerald Isle.

But...but...but what about the USA? You may 
ask. My pleasure counting Baba-C the African 
griot of Washington, D.C., Rona Levinthal from 
Massachusetts, Bob Kanegis from New Mexico, Bob 
Seutter from California, and oh so many more from 
North and South America as friends is, at times, next 
to mind boggling.

Yet, I digress from the topic of this article. At the 
2025 Texas Storytelling Festival I provided a list of 
international on-line storytelling events. Thanks to 
Carol Barrow our intrepid TSA office secretary, there 
were quite a few copies of this list available at the 
recent Festival. I sincerely hope you got one. You just 
have to figure out the time zones, which is easy to do 
via Google search.

So please try your hand at one of the Zoom events 
and don’t forget the Facebook World Storytelling 
Cafe page - it 
has weekly FREE 
Zoom events you 
can access oh so 
easily.

P.S. I told (or 
warned) my 
international 
friends that you 
just might show 
up. They were so 
pleased to hear 
that. 

Bits ‘n Pieces

“Little Squares”
By Chester Weems © 2024

I saw you there
There in the little square
The little zoom squares
Yes I saw you there

From coast to coast
Over mountain and plain
I saw you in the little square
I hope to see you again

The squares of hope
Of story and vision
From a story of little squares
A community has risen

For the squares we bank
Yes the Covid we thank
From the little zoom squares
New tellers we rank.

By David Thompson, Central Texas Storytelling Guild

Ah yes, telling internationally via Zoom, making 
new storytelling friends, and experiencing totally 
different approaches and styles to and of storytelling 
has been possibly the highlight of not only my telling 
history but also friendships.

My journey into international storytelling began 
some 5 years ago when I stumbled across the 
World Storytelling Café’s Facebook page. Intrigued 
– I’m perpetually curious – I joined the page and 
my storytelling career, if you will, blossomed and 
continues to grow to this day. It wasn’t hard (though 
it was sometimes challenging) becoming a part of 
the international network of storytellers. I mean, 
after all, what stories could I possibly contribute to 
the almost weekly Zoom gatherings? This was during 
the time of Covid. 

Was I surprised!! So many of the non-US American 
tellers had never heard our stories – those of folk 
heroes, First Nations tricksters, even our adaptations 
of the classic Jack tales, not to mention areas 
such as the true stories of the old West, not the 
Hollywood romanticization’s of John Wayne and the 
shoot-out at the OK corral film genres. They laughed, 
showed very focused interest, and had extremely 
insightful Zoom chat comments/questions.

I, in turn, was taken to lands I knew existed save 
only in books or school lessons. The haunted castles 
of the UK, the deserts of Africa, the mountains of 
Germany and beyond, kept my attention “trapped” 
in the lands of enchantment and history. To hear 
Sarah Lloyd-Winder and Alastair Kevin Daniel 
(both UK), Chandrika Joshi and Dee Palaniswamy 
(India), Momo Heiss (Germany), Marin Millenaar (the 
Netherlands), Usifu Jollah (Sierra Leone), Norman 
Perrin (Canada), and so many others tell their stories 
has been an honor and delight. Many of these have 
become Facebook friends, and several I’ve had the 
joy of meeting face to face at the Second Marrakech 
International Storytelling Festival in Marrakech,

Morocco back in 2023. Oh yeah!! I can’t forget 
Colin Irwin from Northern Ireland who was also a 
featured teller at the 2024 Texas Festival nor Liz Weir 
also from Northern Ireland who is an invited teller 

Hola! Bon Jour! Jambo! Namaste!, Wie Geht’s! 
How Zoom Changed My Life
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Storytelling Calendar
Lil D, Denton Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Denton Area)
Meets the 3rd Thursday of the month at various 
locations. ALL are welcome!
Contact Elizabeth Beamon at  
magicbean2000@aol.com

Mesquite Storytellers of Abilene (IN PERSON)
(Abilene Area)
Meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month (except 
December), 6:00 pm
Abilene Public Library – downtown
Contact:  Beverly Priddy, 325-513-6148;  
bevpriddy@gmail.com or Abbie Randolph, 325-669-
4501, abbie.randolph@yahoo.com

North 40 Storytellers Guild (IN PERSON & VIRTUAL)
(Far North Dallas and Collin Counties)
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month,  7:00 pm
at Young House of Heritage Farmstead Museum, 
Plano, TX
Contact: Minetta Smith 214-773-2405 or Dean Keith 
214-923-7785
Guild email: info@north40storyteller.com
https://north40storytellers.com/

Rockwall Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON & VIRTUAL)
(Rockwall Area)
Meets Virtually the 4th Tuesday of the month, 6:00 
pm on Zoom
and at Rockwall County Library (Second Floor), 
Rockwall, TX
Contact:  Viveca Deanes, 334-552-0748, 
rockwallstorytelling@gmail.com

San Antonio Storytellers Association (IN PERSON)
(South Central Texas)
Meets 1st Wednesday of the month, 6:45 – 8:00 PM  
Hybrid (Live and on virtual Zoom at  O’Krent Floors, 
2075 N Loop 1604 E, San Antonio, TX 78232. Please 
email Sue Kuentz if you would like the Zoom Link
Contact: Sue Kuentz, 210-326-7877, 
sue.kuentz@gmail.com
Website: https://www.sanantoniostorytellers.com/
Facebook Page – San Antonio Storytellers

Storytellers of the High Plains (IN PERSON)
(Panhandle Area)
Contact: Dr. Trudy Hanson, mhanson16@suddenlink.
net or Eldrena Douma, bluecorn_teller@hotmail.com

Tarrant Area Guild of Storytellers (TAGS)
(Fort Worth/Tarrant County Area)
Contact: Sandra McGee,  817-808-1691;  
mcgeeroy@verizon.net

TSA’s Affiliate Guild Meetings
Central Texas Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Austin Area)
Meets 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7:00 pm
at Rabbi Raine’s La Casa; contact Raine for address
Contact: Raine Teller rebbaraine@icloud.com

Dallas Storytelling Guild (VIRTUAL)
(Dallas Area)
Story Circle meets the 2nd Wednesday of the month, 
7:00–9:00 pm
Contact:  Peggy Helmick-Richardson, 469-955-0595, 
peggy@twicetellers.com
https://dallasstorytelling.org/

Doc Moore Storytelling Guild  (VIRTUAL)
Meets the 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30-7:00pm
Request to be added to the list:
Contact: Tim Tingle, President, 830-832-4288, 
luksi853@outlook.com

East Texas Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Tyler/Henderson/Kilgore/Holly Lake/Diana Area)
Please contact for meeting location and time:  
Dru Woods, 903-769-0702, druwoods@yahoo.com

El Paso Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(El Paso Area)
Please contact for meeting location and 
time: Sandra Aguirre-Magana, 915-540-9305, 
elpasostorytellingguild@gmail.com

Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Waco Area)
Adults – Meets 4th Saturday of the month, 10:30 am
at The Good Neighbor House, 2301 Colcord Avenue, 
Waco, TX
Youth – Meet Wednesdays, September – May, 4:30-
5:30pm (except on holidays)
at the Hewitt Public Library, Hewitt, TX
Contact: Vivian Rutherford, 254-717-1763,  
vivian.rutherford@thestorylady.org
https://www.facebook.com/
HeartOfTexasStorytellingGuild/

Houston Storytellers Guild (VIRTUAL)
(Houston Area)
Meets Virtually 4th Tuesday of the month, 7:00 pm
Contact Sally Goodroe, goodroe@earthlink.net
http://houstonstorytellers.org;   
hsg@houstonstorytellers.org

mailto:magicbean2000@aol.com
mailto:bevpriddy@gmail.com
mailto:abbie.randolph@yahoo.com
mailto:info@north40storyteller.com
https://north40storytellers.com
mailto:rockwallstorytelling@gmail.com
mailto:sue.kuentz@gmail.com
https://www.sanantoniostorytellers.com
mailto:mhanson16@suddenlink.net
mailto:mhanson16@suddenlink.net
mailto:bluecorn_teller@hotmail.com
mailto:mcgeeroy@verizon.net
mailto:rebbaraine@icloud.com
mailto:peggy@twicetellers.com
https://dallasstorytelling.org
mailto:luksi853@outlook.com
mailto:druwoods@yahoo.com
mailto:elpasostorytellingguild@gmail.com
mailto:vivian.rutherford@thestorylady.org
https://www.facebook.com/HeartOfTexasStorytellingGuild
https://www.facebook.com/HeartOfTexasStorytellingGuild
mailto:goodroe@earthlink.net
http://houstonstorytellers.org
mailto:hsg@houstonstorytellers.org
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Storytelling Calendar
International
A note about times: For the sake of simplicity, only UK 
(GMT) and American (EST) times are listed. To check and 
compare time zones in the USA, Europe and across the 
world, go to https://timeanddate.com

Title:	 Ballyeamon Barn
Location:	 Northern Ireland
Host/Organizer:	 Liz Weir
Frequency:	 Weekly
Day:	 Saturday
Time:	 8:30 – 10 PM UK time 
	 (3:30 – 5 PM US EST)
Access/Link/Info:	 Zoom ID 872 4401 0703 
	 Passcode: 678963
Notes: Open mic event. All comers welcome to tell a tale, 
recite a poem, play a tune, sing a song...

Title:	 Lichfield Story Circle
Location:	 England, UK
Host/Organizer:	 Cath Edwards (07816 061625)
Frequency:	 Monthly
Day:	 Every Fourth Monday
Time:	 7:30 – 9 PM  
	 (2:30 – 4 PM US EST)
Access/Link/Info:	 Contact Cath Edwards via phone, text 
	 (SMS) or Whatsapp
Notes: Open mic event, all welcome, 10-minute slots.

Title:	 Once Upon a Wednesday (OUAW)
Location:	 England, UK
Host/Organizer:	 Paedar Murphy (+44 7749 136902)
Frequency:	 Weekly
Day:	 Wednesday
Time:	 8 – 10 PM (3 – 5 PM US EST)
Access/Link/Info	 Zoom meeting ID: 840 4782 9540  
	 Passcode: 25OUAW
Notes: Open mic storytelling event

Title:	 Story Round
Location:	 England, UK
Host/Organizer:	 Mike Rust
Frequency:	 Every other week
Day:	 Sunday
Time:	 6 – 8 PM (1 – 3 PM US EST)
Access/Link/Info	 Go to http://worldstorytellingcafe.com  
	 and click the “join” button.
Notes: Open mic storytelling event, organized under the 
umbrella of the World Storytelling Café (online).	

Title:	 Story Swap	
Location:	 Canada
Host/Organizer:	 Storytellers of Canada/Conteurs de Canada
Frequency:	 Weekly
Day:	 Sunday
Time:	 4 – 6 PM EST (9 – 11 PM UK time)
Access/Link/Info	 https://tinyurl.com/StorySwapCanada.
Notes: Open mic event. All comers welcome to tell a tale, 
personal story, recite a poem, play/sing a song…

Title:	 Tales & Tunes
Location:	 England, UK
Host/Organizer:	 Justine DeMierre
Frequency:	 Monthly
Day:	 Every first Wednesday
Time:	 8 – 10 PM (3 – 5 PM US EST)
Access/Link/Info	 Go to http://worldstorytellingcafe.com  
	 and click the “join” button.
Notes: Open mic event, All comers welcome to tell a tale, 
recite a poem, play/sing a song

Title:	 3rd Wednesday Storytellers
Location:	 England, UK
Host/Organizer:	 Sarah Lloyd-Winder
Frequency:	 Monthly
Day:	 Every third Wednesday
Time:	 Starts @ 8 PM (3 PM US EST)
Access/Link/Info	 Zoom meeting ID: 810 9139 4850  
	 Passcode: 070267
Notes: Established group of storytellers, but newcomers 
always welcome. Host sometimes suggest themes.

Title:	 Worldwide Ceilidh
Location:	 The Netherlands
Host/Organizer:	 Marin Millenar
Frequency:	 Monthly
Day:	 Every First Sunday
Time:	 4:30 PM CET  
	 (3:30 UK time, 10:30 AM US EST)
Access/Link/Info	 Zoom ID: 881 10216406 No Passcode
Notes: Open mic event. All comers welcome to tell a tale, 
recite a poem, play a tune/sing a song…

Title:	 Worldwide Virtual Storytelling Guild
Location:	 New York, USA
Host/Organizer:	 Northeast Storytelling (NEST)
Frequency:	 Monthly
Day:	 Every third Sunday
Time:	 1 – 2:30 PM EST ( 6 – 7:30 PM UK time)
Access/Link/Info	 Contact Cris Riedel of NEST:  
	 crisriedel05@gmail.com or join 
Notes: their Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/
worldwidevirtualstorytellingguild 
Open mic event, all welcome. Suggested themes.

https://timeanddate.com/
http://worldstorytellingcafe.com/
https://tinyurl.com/StorySwapCanada
http://worldstorytellingcafe.com
mailto:crisriedel05@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/worldwidevirtualstorytellingguild
https://www.facebook.com/worldwidevirtualstorytellingguild
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The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter 
published by the Tejas Storytelling 
Association.
Editor: Sandra Aguirre-Magaña 
Production: Karen Wollscheid 
Contributors: varies for each issue
Tejas Teller submission deadline is the 
last Friday of the month of each calendar 
quarter end: March, June, September, and 
December. 
General news items can be sent to the 
editor at magana.sandra525@gmail.com
Currently the Tejas Teller is being 
distributed electronically to email 
addresses stored with TSA membership 
records. If you would like a printed copy 
of the newsletter, please notify the TSA 
Office at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com.

214 W. Hickory St. 
Denton, TX 76201

DONATIONS
We need your support in our mission of 

storytelling. Please send your tax deductible 
donation in support of storytelling and our mission 
in this region. Thank you!

CHECK: Mail your donation check to TSA, 214 W. 
Hickory St., Denton, TX 76201.

ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations

MEMBERSHIP
If you are not a member, come and join our 

storytelling family and friends in our region. We can 
spread the tradition and the power of storytelling. All 
are welcome; every member is important, whether 
story listener, storyteller, or story lover.

Even if you took some time off or have been a 
member in the past, we would love have you back!

Membership Categories: (Yearly)
Individual: ........................................$35
Family: ..............................................$60
Organization: .................................. $75
Youth (age 18 and younger):........$10

»» CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application 
found on our website under the Membership 
tab and mail with your check or credit card 
information to TSA, 214 W. Hickory St., Denton, 
TX 76201.

»» PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940-
380-9320. We will return your call, answer 
your questions, and record your credit card 
information for billing.

»» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/
Membership

TSA’s mission is to foster an appreciation of 
storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art, 
and an educational tool. Our members are a vital 
part in making this mission succeed. We need you!

Storytelling Event Free Advertising
Submit your event on our webpage for all to see! 
You can list your Affiliate Guild events on the Tejas 
Storytelling Association’s website.
Simply go to https://tejasstorytelling.com and click 
on Submit Event Listing under the Event Calendar 
tab in the top menu. 
If you submit early enough, it will go into our next 
newsletter. This is just one of the services offered 
by the Tejas Storytelling Association.
https://tejasstorytelling.com/events

Don’t miss any of the Facebook and Twitter 
posts highlighting storytellers, concerts and 

activities at the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Like us! Become a friend! Share!
https://facebook.com/tejasstorytellingassociation 
https://facebook.com/texasstorytellingfestival 

https://twitter.com/tejastales

Tejas Storytelling Association 
Non-Discrimination and Social Justice 
Policy

The Tejas Storytelling Association is organized 
and operates with the purpose of seeking out 
and encouraging audiences and storytellers 
from diverse backgrounds. We firmly commit 
our organization to equality, fairness, safety, and 
justice for all. Whenever and wherever we gather, 
we commit to providing a safe and inclusive 
environment.

We oppose acts of discrimination, harassment, 
hate, or violence against groups or persons 
based on age, race, ethnicity or nationality, color, 
religious belief, gender, sexual orientation or gender 
identification, health or physical disability, and 
experience. We oppose injustice and oppression in 
whatever forms they might take.

We commit our organization to operate in a way 
that represents the best practices of environmental 
stewardship.

mailto:magana.sandra525@gmail.com
mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Membership
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Membership
http://www.tejasstorytelling.com
https://tejasstorytelling.com/events
https://facebook.com/tejasstorytellingassociation
https://facebook.com/texasstorytellingfestival 
https://twitter.com/tejastales

