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Meet our Featured Tellers

Liz Weir is a storyteller and writer
from Northern Ireland. She was the
first winner of the International Story
Bridge Award from the National
Storytelling Network, USA, which
cited her “exemplary work promoting
the art of storytelling”. Liz has told her stories
to people of all ages on five continents. She has
performed in pubs and prisons and hospital rooms.
She worked on stages in the mighty Vanderbilt
Hall of New York’s Grand Central Station and in the
Royal Albert Hall. Liz has worked for people with
very different cultural backgrounds - for children
from Israel and Palestine, at universities in Germany

and Wales, on TV between South-Africa and
Canada. Liz Weir does not only work as an artist.
Advertising agencies ask her for concepts and she
leads corporate training sessions, as storytelling has
become more and more accepted as a marketing
instrument. And for those working with Alzheimer’s
patients, Liz Weir’s talks demonstrate that we can
revitalize people by helping them remember and tell
their stories.

Learn More: https://www.lizweir.org/SneakPeek

Video: The Fisherman’s Baby and My Mother Sewed
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iZ7QlgibmbE

Continued ...
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Lyn Ford is an international,
fourth-generation Affrilachian
storyteller, writer and workshop
presenter. Lyn’s folktale adaptations
and original stories are rooted in
" her family’s multicultural Black
Appalachian (or Affrilachian) heritage. Lyn’s work
has taken her to major storytelling festivals and
literacy and storytelling conferences across the
country, as well as in Australia and Ireland, and, via
the Zoomiverse, in Germany and for the Federation
of Asian Storytellers story swaps. Lyn is an Ohio
teaching artist with the Ohio Arts Council Teaching
Artists rosters, and a Thurber House mentor for
young authors, with more than thirty years of
experience and several award-winning publications.
Lyn is a two-time recipient of the National
Storytelling Network’s ORACLE Circle of Excellence
award, and a 2023 recipient of the National
Association of Black Storytellers’ Black Appalachian
Storytelling Fellowship and NABS’ prestigious Zora
Neale Hurston Award. Lyn is a member of the Writers
Council of the National Writing Project and the
National Association of Black Storytellers’ Brother
Blue Circle of Elders.

Learn More: https://www.storytellerlynford.com/
Sneak Peek Video: Monkey Loves Trouble - https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJMM62Zh3Fo

Alton Takiyama-Chung, a
Japanese-Korean storyteller, grew up
with the superstitions and the magic
of the Hawaiian Islands. Among
the stories he tells are legends of
Hawaii, the Japanese American Experience of WWII,
and Asian folktales, and he performs them across
the United States and Internationally. He also is
the editor-in-chief of The Story Beast, a storytelling
e-Publication (storybeast.org), is a former Chairman
of the Board of Directors for National Storytelling
Network (NSN), the national organization for
storytellers in the US, and has been inducted
into NSN’s ORACLE Circle of Excellence.

“Alton Takiyama-Chung’s Okage Sama De’s story
on DVD is about what it is like to be sent to an
internment camp during WWII and then volunteer to
fight for your country. This is an extraordinary work.
Alton Chung is a powerful artist.” -Jay O’Callahan

Learn More: https://www.altonchung.com/
Sneak Peek Video: Strong Like Bamboo - https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=w|B_D8CYduM

Joel ben Izzy is a storyteller, a
writer and a story consultant. He has
B told stories and taught storytelling
:\ in some 36 countries throughout the
B world. For Joel story is a path, and he
lives his life traversing the boundaries
between the realms of reality and story where gifts
of wisdom and healing can be found there for a world
that sorely needs both. Joel’s new book Dreidels on
the Brain was recently chosen as a finalist for the
National Jewish Book Award. Having devoted his life
to the art and craft of storytelling has lead Joel to
story consulting working with leaders, businesses
and organizations to find and tell their stories of
what they do and why. Through this work Joel has
traveled to places where storytellers rarely tread,
into CEQ’s offices and the boardrooms of major
companies and social enterprises, with major banks
and arts organizations, biotech companies and law
firms, social media organizations and colleges.

“It’s really the only important story there is—a
story about finding light within the darkness.
That Joel ben Izzy is fantastic! What a gift, what
a blessing...brilliant, funny, wise...” - Anne Lamont,
Author

Learn More: https://www.storypage.com/
Sneak Peek Video: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=CPAm1qgib5Ck&t=178s
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Continuing Education Credit: A Story Worth Retelling

by Michael Brundy, President, Tejas Storytelling
Association

At the Tejas Storytelling Association, we’ve always
believed that storytelling is more than performance
— it’s a powerful tool for education, connection, and
growth. That’s why, for many years, our organization
has been proud to offer Continuing Professional
Education (CPE) credit through the Texas Education
Agency (TEA) to those who attend our workshops
and events.

It’s a benefit we’ve provided quietly but
consistently—one that many of our teachers,
counselors, librarians, and administrators have taken
advantage of over the years. As our programs evolve
and grow, we're realizing it’s time to bring greater
visibility to this offering—and remind our members
and our audiences that storytelling earns credit in
more ways than one.

Each of our monthly workshops — now part of the
year-long Mastering the Art of Storytelling series—is
certified for 2 CPE hours, and those who participate
throughout the year can earn up to 24 hours of
credit. This professional development meets TEA

standards while supporting what we do best:
teaching people to tell stories with purpose, power,
and heart. This expanded focus on CPE isn’t new—it’s
a continuation of the vision held by leaders before
me, who knew storytelling had a place in schools, in
staff development, and in professional spaces.

What'’s new is our commitment to sharing it more
widely. We’re working to let more teachers, librarians,
and counselors know that our workshops count
toward their certification renewal. We’re exploring
ways to tie this credit opportunity more directly into
our annual conference and festival. And we’re inviting
our members to help spread the word—because
the more people who experience storytelling, the
stronger our community becomes.

Whether you’ve been part of this movement for
years or are just joining us now, we want you to
know: your passion and talent are helping shape a
storytelling culture that reaches beyond the stage—
into classrooms, counseling offices, leadership
spaces, and beyond.

Thank you for all you’ve done—and all you’ll
continue to do—to keep this story going.

Make Magic Happen—Volunteer at Tejas!

by Ronald Carter, Volunteer Committee

The magic of storytelling connects hearts,
preserves culture, and sparks imagination—and it
thrives because of passionate people like you.

As we gear up for the 2026 Texas Storytelling
Festival, we warmly invite you to be part of the
magic by joining our incredible team of volunteers.
The festival will take place March 12-15, 2026 at
the Denton Civic Center (321 E. McKinney Street,
Denton), and promises a vibrant celebration featuring
master storytellers, emerging voices, and audiences
of all ages.

From family-friendly activities and hands-on
workshops to captivating main-stage performances,
every moment of the festival is powered by
volunteers. We're looking for enthusiastic support in
areas such as:

« Guest registration and greeting

« Stage and venue setup

- Visitor guidance and information

+ Children’s programs and family storytelling at the
library

« Story Store and Silent Auction

+ Green Room and Woman'’s Building

« Concessions, Ice Cream Social, and Meal Service

Whether you're a seasoned volunteer or new to the
scene, there’s a place for you! In return, you’ll enjoy
behind-the-scenes access, meaningful connections
with storytellers, and the joy of helping keep this
cherished tradition alive. Thank you for being part of
the story—we couldn’t do it without you!

If you wish to become a volunteer or know
someone who wants to volunteer, please contact me
by phone: 267-753-5296 or email: poetdrummeri@
yahoo.com. Early sign-ups are encouraged!
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Spot the Difference!

By Viveca Deanes, Rockwall Storytelling Guild

RLE= ©

Do you remember the old adage,
“A picture is worth a thousand
words”?

If that’s true, then in the puzzle
game Spot the Difference, two
pictures are definitely worth
two thousand words. This rings
especially true when playing
Spot the Difference with images
captured during the Rockwall
Storytelling Guild’s Collaborative  «====
Storytelling Game, held on August
9, 2025, from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Rockwall
County Library, in partnership with Stephen
Schwartz of Schwartz Games.

This was the second time the Rockwall Storytelling
Guild hosted such an event with Schwartz Games.
We made three minor changes in planning that
seemed to result in a slight increase in attendance:

We lowered the minimum age to participate from
13 to 8.

We hosted the event in the children’s storytime
room, which is significantly smaller, more intimate,
and more visible to passersby than the large
community room used for the first event.

We scheduled the event at 11 a.m. instead of 1p.m.,
as we did previously.

Although we were fully aware that the event would
take place during Texas’ Tax-Free Weekend, August
9th was the only Saturday available between the
end of the library’s summer programs on August 2
and the start of school on August 13—so we took our
chances. We expected to have great fun, and we did.
But what truly made the planning worthwhile was an
unexpected and heartwarming outcome.

In one group, two boys displayed completely
different body language. One was talkative,
smiling, and eager to begin. The other was silent,
unsmiling, and clearly wanted to be left alone. No
encouragement or offers to help could get the latter
boy to participate. His group began playing without
him.

After observing how the groups were working, we
reiterated the rules to reinforce the collaborative
nature of the game:

For the next 30 minutes, in clockwise order, take
turns telling the story while another group member
writes down what was told. Continue until every
group member has had one turn to tell and one turn
to write. Then, repeat the process once more.

The talkative boy began narrating, and his adult
took notes. His storytelling was full of energy and
imagination. Slowly, the other boy’s mouth curled
into a smile. Eventually, he was laughing, taking
his turns to narrate and write. His body language
and attitude completely transformed. What a
heartwarming result!

Stephen (of Schwartz Games) was moved to
tears as we recounted what we had witnessed—the
difference that collaborative storytelling can make. It
was a remarkable transformation. See for yourself!

Rockwall Storytelling Guild and Schwartz Games
are now discussing hosting these events more
frequently—perhaps quarterly. We aim to make them
multigenerational and warmly invite readers of this
publication to join us for future gatherings. Stay
tuned for announcements!
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Secretary - Open
secretary@tejasstorytelling.com

Tony Hardman, Treasurer

treasurer@tejasstorytelling.com

Barbara Bridgewater
bpbridgeh2o@hotmail.com

Ron Carter
poetdrummerl@yahoo.com

Sarah Evans
sarah.evans@unt.edu

Sue Kuentz

sue.kuentz@gmail.com

Nancy Matthews
nancymatthews1023@gmaill.com

Pam Pipkin
pam.pipkin3@gmail.com

Darlene Richards

neldatone@gmail.com

David Thompson
belstories@yahoo.com

Debbie Waddell
dramamamadebbie@yahoo.com

Mission Statement:

Tejas Storytelling Association is a
non-profit organization dedicated to
fostering the appreciation of storytelling
as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool.

PHONE: 940-380-9320

From the President

As fall settles in, I’'m reminded of how storytelling
connects us—whether through laughter, learning,
= or listening. The Tejas Storytelling Association
is thriving with programs that give each of us a
chance to grow as tellers and as a community. |
invite you to join us, share your stories, and help
us spread the joy of storytelling. Here’s what’s
happening with TSA:

TSA Virtual Storytelling Circle - You are
invited to our next TSA Virtual Storytelling
Circle on Monday, October 20, 2025, 6:30-8:00
PM (CST) on Zoom. Whether you want to tell or
simply listen, you'll find a warm, relaxed, and supportive space hosted
by Barbara Bridgewater and Deborah Waddell.

Michael Brundy
TSA President

Mastering the Art of Storytelling - We've already completed eight
dynamic workshops in our Mastering the Art of Storytelling series—and
there’s more to come! Each session has been recorded, so you can
relive the magic or catch up if you missed one. https://sites.google.com/
tejasstorytelling.com/the-art-of-storytelling/home

Next Workshop: Storytelling for Different Audiences - Tailoring Your
Approach - Presented by Valerie Kimble. Thursday, October 23, 2025 -
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM CST. This session will give you tools to invite audience
participation and create stories that truly engage. To Register: https://
usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEIf

Tellabration!™ in November - Mark your calendars! In November, TSA
will host our Tellabration for Adults and Youth Tellers.

We will be spotlighting youth tellers, emerging voices, and community
storytelling. These gatherings are a joyful reminder of why storytelling
matters and how it connects generations. We hope to see you
November 8th

Across six continents, in 40 states and 9 countries, thousands of people at

and 15th : hundreds of sites will gather on a November night to celebrate the ancient
art of storytelling. This event is known worldwide as TELLABRATIONI™
Together, Join the Tejas Storytelling Association for . . .
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Guild Dues

TSA would love for guilds to renew their
membership dues through the TSA website (dues
are $1.00 per member, $10.00 minimum, $50.00
maximum): https://tejasstorytelling.com/guild-dues/

Doc Moore Educational
Outreach Fund

The Doc Moore Educational Outreach Fund is
available to Affiliate Guilds in good standing and can
help bring an exceptional storyteller to your guild for
storytelling workshops. The Fund is used to offset
travel expenses for a storyteller. TSA maintains a
list of exceptional and available performers and
will assist the guild in selecting the perfect teller.
These workshops are a three-way mutual support
agreement between TSA, a local guild, and an
independent storyteller/workshop facilitator. The
workshop must be free and open to the public.

Central Texas Storytelling Guild

The Romance of Lord 8 Deer and Lady 6 Monkey
- David Thompson, CTS member and Co-Artistic
Director of the 2026 Texas Storytelling Festival, will
be sharing stories from the Aztec, Maya, Inca, and
Mixtec civilizations at the local Dia de los Muertos
Celebration on November 1, 2025 in Elgin, TX. He is
very excited to tell the Mixtec story “The Romance of
Lord 8 Deer and Lady 6 Monkey” which is a “Romeo
and Juliet” star-crossed lovers epic. For more
information: https://www.elgintexas.gov/Calendar.
aspx?EID=12338

Dallas Storytelling Guild

Mark your calendars for a hauntingly fun evening!

GHOST STORIES: A Night of Chilling Tales
Saturday, October 24, 2025 - 7:00 - 9:00 PM CT
Online via Zoom

This thrilling virtual event will feature ghost stories
and spine-tingling tales told by members of the
Dallas Storytelling Guild. But here’s the best part—
we’re opening the crypt for guest tellers from across

the Tejas Storytelling community! If you’d like to
share a story during the event, we’d love to include
you. Just let us know in advance so we can plan
accordingly.

This is a fundraising event to support the Dallas
Storytelling Guild’s programming, and we’ll share
the donation link and Zoom registration info as we
get closer to the date.

Until then, help us spread the word and start
preparing your spookiest stories!

If you're interested in being one of the tellers,
please reply to this email or contact Michael Brundy
at mjbrundy@gmail.com.

Dobie Dichos

The 15th Annual Dobie Dichos Fest: Campfires,
Chili con Carne, and the Words of J. Frank Dobie wiill
be held on Friday evening, November 7, 2025, from
5-10 pm, in Oakville, TX.

Tickets are now on sale on our website
http://www.dobiedichos.com

Dobie Dichos™
Campfires, Chili con Carne, and
the Words of J. Frank Dobie
Friday, November 7, 2025
5pm—10pm

Program Participants
Allan Chapman John Phillip Santos
Ernesto Rodriguez Ill Jody Ginn
Local Participants

Ellen Nance Moore Marivel Mendez DeLeon

Musical Entertainers

Don Cadden
Rick Sowell

u www.dobiedichos.com ﬁ I@l

On the grounds of
Historic Oakville Jail, Oakville, TX
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East Texas Storytelling Guild

EAST TEXAS STORYTELLERS will be telling stories
all day at the SYRUP FESTIVAL in Henderson, on
November 8, from 9-3. We would love to invite any
storytellers to join us and spin a tale or two.
Contact Dru Woods at 903-769-0702.

Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild

Step into history and meet the legends of the
past! Join us for a one-of-a-kind experience at
Oakwood Cemetery, where the stories of renowned,
legendary, and infamous Texans come to life. As
you wander the peaceful grounds from 10:00 AM
to 1:00 PM, you’ll encounter interpreters—many in
period costume—who will share captivating tales
of the lives and legacies of those buried there. It’s
a stroll through time, rich with drama, humor, and
unforgettable characters.

Free and open to the public—don’t miss it!
Saturday, October 18, 2025, Waco, Tx https://www.
facebook.com/HeartOfTexasStorytellingGuild/
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Houston Storytelling Guild

HSG has a lot coming up!

Saturday, October 25: IN PERSON The annual free
ghost tales concert! Skyline Screamers features
Terrifying Tales at Marmion Park, Heights Boulevard
at 18th Street, 7 p.m. Bring a blanket or chairs and
your friends.

Tellabration!™ Besides sending one of our tellers
to perform at the virtual TSA Tellabration!™, we plan
our own in-person event! For details, check out the
Events page at http://houstonstorytellers.org

HSG will be 40 years old in 2026! Look for our
celebration to take place in April, 2026!

Lil’ D Storytelling Guild

Our guild is participating in the Denton 31 Days of
Halloween. We will be performing “Graveyard Tales”
at the city’s cemetery every Saturday in October
from 7:30pm to 8:30pm.

October 18, Mark Davis, Sarah Evans and Jaye
McLaughlin will tell “Stories of Death.”

October 25, Nicki Cohen, Elizabeth Beamon, and
Melissa McCurley will tell their spooky stories.

Before the Stories, check out the Scary Chairs
decorated by various groups.

Use the link for more information! https://calendar.
boomte.ch/single/jJ7KOxU104pR5mUTlpbH9v

Nicki Cohen TookHer Story (and Uke!) to Singapore!

Lil’D Storytelling Guild member Nicki Cohen
turned a work trip into a storytelling adventure!
While visiting clients in Singapore, she discovered
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a local Storytelling Festival and reached out with a
simple message: “I'd love to come!” The organizers
welcomed her with open arms, and Nicki took the
stage to share her vibrant tale—complete with
ukulele and a lively rendition of “A Rooster Song.”
What a way to spread storytelling across the globe!

Tarrant Area Guild of
Storytellers (TAGS)

Tales, Trains, and a Bewitching Barn—TAGS Returns
to Nash Farm!
Since the early 2000s, the Tarrant Area Guild of
Storytellers (TAGS) has been spinning tales in
Grapevine—starting at the train station with “Tales
by the Rails,” and now continuing the tradition at the
historic Nash Farm with “Bewitched by the Barn.”
This year’s storytelling soirée takes place on October
25 from 7-9pm, featuring four talented tellers, each
sharing two captivating stories, plus one charismatic
MC to guide the evening.

Come experience the magic, mystery, and charm
of TAGS under the autumn sky. It’s a Grapevine
tradition you won’t want to miss!

TSA News

History is Important!

Don’t forget to take pictures of all your guild and
TSA activities (in person and virtual) so that we
can make our yearbooks. Please label the people
in the photographs and the guild information as
well. Then send it to our historian, Jaye McLaughlin
at jayemclaughlin@gmail.com. Jaye is also our
Artistic Director for our 2025 Festival and mentioned
that it would be fantastic if the guilds could each
bring a scrapbook of the history of our guilds with
pictures. She’ll lay them out for all to look through.
This could include pictures of guild tellers past and
present, events from past and present.

Sustaining Membership

A new way to support TSA - through Sustaining
Membership. An opportunity to contribute as little as
$10 per month to help spread the joy of storytelling.

National Storytelling Network
Prairie Voices: Honoring
Heritage, Inspiring Tomorrow

Exciting News for Tejas Storytellers! Caleb
Hubbard and Trudy Hanson, Co-Chairs of the
National Storytelling Network’s 2026 Conference, are
thrilled to announce that presentation proposals are
now open! They warmly invite members of the Tejas
Storytelling community to submit their ideas and be
part of this inspiring national gathering. Please apply
using the link: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1F
AlpQLSdFZJy0SYZPHzoknbJJJWU 6VwWL6HFRa64e9
nbcgToVRWceJuQ/viewform

More Info: https://storynet.org/
conference-2024-call-for-proposals/

Shared by Dr. Sarah A. Evans, Associate Professor,
Department of Information Science, UNT

“Storytelling is how we survive. When there’s no
food, the story feeds something; it feeds the spirit,
the imagination. | can’t imagine life without stories,
stories from my parents, my culture. Stories from
other people’s parents, their culture. That’s how we
learn from each other, it’s the best way. That’s why
literature is so important, it connects us, heart to
heart.” — Alice Walker

With Deepest Sympathy

The Tejas Storytelling community
extends our heartfelt condolences
to Peggy Capps on the loss of her
beloved husband, Lee J. Capps, who
passed away on September 17, 2025.

LIFE
TRANSITIONS

Peggy has been a cherished
member of our storytelling family for many years—
generously giving her time, energy, and spirit to
support the festival and countless other efforts
behind the scenes. Her dedication has helped shape
the warmth and magic that define Tejas, and we are
deeply grateful.

During this difficult time, we hold Peggy in our
thoughts and send love, comfort, and strength her
way. May the memories of Lee and the support of
this community bring her peace.
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Storytelling Calendar

TSA’s Free Virtual Event

Programs

TSA Virtual Storytelling Circle - Monday, October
20, 2025, 6:30-8:00 PM (CST) on Zoom, hosted
by Barbara Bridgewater and Deborah Waddell.

Mastering the Art of Storytelling - a monthly
series designed to help you refine your storytelling
skills and deepen your connection to the art

of storytelling. Go to the TSA website to learn
more: https://sites.google.com/tejasstorytelling.
com/the-art-of-storytelling/home

Tellabration!™ for Adults and Youth Tellers,
November 8 and 15th, 2025.

SPECIAL EVENTS

Spicing Stone Soup: Breathing Life into Fairy
Tale

The YES (Youth, Educators, Storytellers) Special
Interest Group of NSN informs that on October
16, one of TSA’s featured tellers from our 2025
festival will be their next Story Lab presenter:
Cooper Braun! He will present: “Spicing Stone
Soup: Breathing Life into Fairy Tale” which explores
transforming the “freeze-dried soup” of classic
fairy tales—bringing them to life, taking them apart,
rebuilding them, and simply having fun telling them.

Register: https://storynet.org/civicrm/
event/info/?reset=1&id=195&noFullMsg=true

Harvest Festival of Stories and Song

Get ready for a storytelling celebration
like no other! TSA member Donna Ingham,
along with Bernadette Nason and Sue
Young of Young and Rusty, are on a
mission to crown Bertram the spoken

Tickets: $15

and laughter will echo through the autumn air. It’s a
heartwarming gathering of voices, vibes, and vibrant
community spirit you won’t want to miss!

The Dallas Comedy Club

Storyteller, Dan Sturdivant, informs that The Dallas
Comedy Club Guild has several upcoming shows:

“|] Told You So” Show - Three storytellers
perform true-life stories before a live audience.
Additionally, hearing the stories is a comedy improv
troupe that takes the stories and recreates new,
original, and hilarious sketches.

Dates: October 26, November 23, December 28

https://dallas-comedyclub.com/itoldyouso/

Storytelling Guild Show (FREE!)- Each month, five
guild members perform true-life stories in front of a
live audience. This show is free with registration.

Dates: November 2 and December 7

LET’S GO TO CHICKENBACH, TEXAS
A HARVEST FESTIVAL OF STORIES & SONGS

Featuring folk duo

V\{or<?| caplFaI of Ce.ntral Texas—and they’re (at gate) 2 ‘ YOUNGC & RUSTY
kicking things off in style! . i
Chickenbach Pavilion: and storytellers
Join them at the charming Chickenbach FA30.CH azh Bortram, K DONNA INGHAM &
BERNADETTE NASON

Pavilion in Bertram on October 19th for
the Harvest Festival of Stories and Song,
where tales will swirl, music will soar,

SUNDAY OCTOBER 19

Stories begin at 4 p.m. - Music at 5 p.m.

Followed by a pre-Halloween round of ghost stories and a story swap / picking circle


https://sites.google.com/tejasstorytelling.com/the-art-of-storytelling/home
https://sites.google.com/tejasstorytelling.com/the-art-of-storytelling/home
https://storynet.org/civicrm/event/info/?reset=1&id=195&noFullMsg=true
https://storynet.org/civicrm/event/info/?reset=1&id=195&noFullMsg=true
https://dallas-comedyclub.com/itoldyouso
https://l.gourl.es/l/68761282538a703d2fa5ab669210ff7ac30676ff?u=2111247

Affiliate Guild Meetings

ABQ Story Crafting

Every last Tuesday of the month

6:30 - 8:00 PM

Monte Vista Christian Church,

3501 Campus Blvd. NE, Albuquerque, NM
Storycrafting is not a storytelling class, but a
community space for trying out new stories - be it
the germ of an idea, a partial story, or completed
story that needs a run-through. Everyone is welcome
from newbies to seasoned tellers. Albuquerque
Program Coordinator, DustyDeen@gmail.com

Central Texas Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Austin Area)

Meets 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7:00 pm

at Rabbi Raine’s La Casa; contact Raine for address
Contact: Raine Teller rebbaraine@icloud.com

Dallas Storytelling Guild (VIRTUAL)

(Dallas Area)

Story Circle meets the 2nd Wednesday of the month,
7:00-9:00 pm

Contact: Peggy Helmick-Richardson, 469-955-0595,
peggy@twicetellers.com
https://dallasstorytelling.org/

Doc Moore Storytelling Guild (VIRTUAL)

Meets the 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30-7:00pm
Request to be added to the list:

Contact: Tim Tingle, President, 830-832-4288,
luksi853@outlook.com

East Texas Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Tyler/Henderson/Kilgore/Holly Lake/Diana Area)
Please contact for meeting location and time:

Dru Woods, 903-769-0702, druwoods@yahoo.com

Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Waco Area)

Adults - Meets 4th Saturday of the month,10:30 am
The Good Neighbor House, 2301 Colcord Ave., Waco
Youth - Meet Wednesdays, September - May, 4:30-
5:30pm (except on holidays)

at the Hewitt Public Library, Hewitt, TX

Contact: Vivian Rutherford, 254-717-1763,
vivian.rutherford@thestorylady.org
https://www.facebook.com/
HeartOfTexasStorytellingGuild/

Houston Storytellers Guild (VIRTUAL)

(Houston Area)

Meets Virtually 4th Tuesday of the month, 7:00 pm
Contact Sally Goodroe, goodroe@earthlink.net
http://houstonstorytellers.org;
hsg@houstonstorytellers.org
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Lil D, Denton Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Denton Area)

Meets the 3rd Thursday of the month at various
locations. ALL are welcomel!

Contact Elizabeth Beamon at
magicbean2000@aol.com

Mesquite Storytellers of Abilene (IN PERSON)
(Abilene Area)

Meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month (except
December), 6:00 pm

Abilene Public Library - downtown

Contact: Beverly Priddy, 325-513-6148;
bevpriddy@gmail.com or Abbie Randolph, 325-669-
4501, abbie.randolph@yahoo.com

North 40 Storytellers Guild (IN PERSON & VIRTUAL)
(Far North Dallas and Collin Counties)

Meets the 3rd Monday of the month, 7:00 pm
Young House of Heritage Farmstead Museum, Plano
Contact: Minetta Smith 214-773-2405 or Dean Keith
214-923-7785

Guild email: info@north40storyteller.com
https://north40storytellers.com/

Rockwall Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON & VIRTUAL)
(Rockwall Area)

Meets Virtually the 4th Tuesday of the month, 6:00
pm on Zoom

and at Rockwall County Library (Second Floor),
Rockwall, TX

Contact: Viveca Deanes, 334-552-0748,
rockwallstorytelling@gmail.com

San Antonio Storytellers Association (IN PERSON &
VIRTUAL)

(South Central Texas)

Meets 1st Wednesday of the month, 6:45 - 8:00 PM
Hybrid (Live and on virtual Zoom at O’Krent Floors,
2075 N Loop 1604 E, San Antonio, TX 78232. Please
email Sue Kuentz if you would like the Zoom Link
Contact: Sue Kuentz, 210-326-7877,
sue.kuentz@gmail.com

Website: https://www.sanantoniostorytellers.com/
Facebook Page - San Antonio Storytellers

Santa Fe StoryCrafters (VIRTUAL)

Second Wednesday of each month

6:30-8:30 pm MST on ZOOM.

Storycrafters meets online monthly -- providing a
welcoming space to share a story in development, an
old favorite, and idea you’re percolating.

Santa Fe Program Coordinators, Regina Ress,
reginaress260@gmail..com and Lucinda delLorimier,
Isdelorimier@gmail.com
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Affiliate Guild Meetings

Stories for Kids & Families (IN PERSON)

First Saturday of the Month

10:30 - T1am

COAS Books - Las Cruces, NM

A free family friendly storytelling Featuring STNM
storytellers and members of Storytellers of Las
Cruces. This event has been going on for decades -
to much appreciation from the local community.

Stories under the Cottonwood Tree (IN PERSON)
3rd Saturday of the month

10:30-11:30 AM

Rio Grande Nature Center State Park, 2901
Candelaria Blvd., NW, Albuquerque, NM 87107
Gather in the Rio Grande Nature Center State
Park’s Main Garden Outdoor Classroom for legends
& myths, adapted & told by Storyteller Dianne

Rossbach. https://rgnc.org

Storytellers of Las Cruces (VIRTUAL)

3rd Monday of the month

First Presbyterian Church, 200 E. Boutz Rd., Las
Cruces, NM

Social at 3 pm; Meeting from 3:30-5:00 PM
Weekly storytelling at the COAS Bookstore from
10:30-11 am every Saturday

Storytellers of Las Cruces encourages the
appreciation of the good and beautiful in life and
literature through the art of storytelling.

Storytellers of New Mexico

Storytellers of New Mexico promotes, supports, and
encourages the history, art, and practice of
storytelling. STNM produces original storytelling
programming across the state, including monthly
story crafting sessions, bi-monthly personal and/
or traditional storytelling shows, intermittent
educational/workshop opportunities, and
participation in two annual global storytelling
showcases.
https://www.storytellersofnewmexico.org/

Storytellers of the High Plains (IN PERSON)
(Panhandle Area)

Contact: Dr. Trudy Hanson, mhansonl16@suddenlink.
net or Eldrena Douma, bluecorn_teller@hotmail.com

Tarrant Area Guild of Storytellers (IN PERSON)
(Fort Worth/Tarrant County Area)

Contact: Sandra McGee, 817-808-1697,
mcgeeroy@verizon.net

Territory Tellers (IN PERSON)

The Territory Tellers is Oklahoma’s premier storytelling
organization. Territory Tellers is an organization of
storytellers, story listeners, and anyone who shares

a love for the art of storytelling. Territory Tellers

offers opportunities to learn the art of storytelling

by supporting storytelling concerts, conducting
workshops and providing information at professional
conferences and local and regional events.

Website: https://territorytellers.com
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International Storytelling

A note about times: For the sake of simplicity, only UK
(GMT) and American (EST) times are listed. To check and
compare time zones in the USA, Europe and across the
world, go to https://timeanddate.com

Title: Ballyeamon Barn
Location: Northern Ireland
Host/Organizer:  Liz Weir

Frequency: Weekly

Day: Saturday

Time: 8:30 - 10 PM UK time

(3:30-5PM US EST)
Access/Link/Info: Zoom ID 872 4401 0703

Passcode: 678963
Notes: Open mic event. All comers welcome to tell a tale,
recite a poem, play a tune, sing a song...

Title: Lichfield Story Circle
Location: England, UK

Host/Organizer: Cath Edwards (07816 061625)
Frequency: Monthly

Day: Every Fourth Monday

Time: 7:30 -9 PM

(2:30 -4 PM US EST)
Access/Link/Info: Contact Cath Edwards via phone, text
(SMS) or Whatsapp
Notes: Open mic event, all welcome, 10-minute slots.

Title: Once Upon a Wednesday (OUAW)
Location: England, UK

Host/Organizer: Paedar Murphy (+44 7749 136902)
Frequency: Weekly

Day: Wednesday

Time: 8-10 PM (3 -5 PM US EST)

Access/Link/Info Zoom meeting ID: 840 4782 9540
Passcode: 250UAW
Notes: Open mic storytelling event

Title: Story Round

Location: England, UK
Host/Organizer: Mike Rust

Frequency: Every other week

Day: Sunday

Time: 6-8PM (1- 3 PM USEST)

Access/Link/Info Go to http://worldstorytellingcafe.com

and click the “join” button.
Notes: Open mic storytelling event, organized under the
umbrella of the World Storytelling Café (online).

Title: Story Swap

Location: Canada

Host/Organizer:  Storytellers of Canada/Conteurs de Canada
Frequency: Weekly

Day: Sunday

Time: 4 -6 PMEST (9 - 11 PM UK time)

Access/Link/Info https://tinyurl.com/StorySwapCanada.
Notes: Open mic event. All comers welcome to tell a tale,
personal story, recite a poem, play/sing a song...

Title: Tales & Tunes

Location: England, UK
Host/Organizer: Justine DeMierre
Frequency: Monthly

Day: Every first Wednesday
Time: 8-10PM (3-5PM USEST)

Access/Link/Info Go to http://worldstorytellingcafe.com
and click the “join” button.

Notes: Open mic event, All comers welcome to tell a tale,

recite a poem, play/sing a song

Title: 3rd Wednesday Storytellers
Location: England, UK

Host/Organizer:  Sarah Lloyd-Winder
Frequency: Monthly

Day: Every third Wednesday
Time: Starts @ 8 PM (3 PM US EST)

Access/Link/Info Zoom meeting ID: 810 9139 4850
Passcode: 070267

Notes: Established group of storytellers, but newcomers

always welcome. Host sometimes suggest themes.

Title: Worldwide Ceilidh
Location: The Netherlands
Host/Organizer:  Marin Millenar
Frequency: Monthly

Day: Every First Sunday
Time: 4:30 PM CET

(3:30 UK time, 10:30 AM US EST)
Access/Link/Info Zoom ID: 88110216406 No Passcode
Notes: Open mic event. All comers welcome to tell a tale,
recite a poem, play a tune/sing a song...

Title: Worldwide Virtual Storytelling Guild
Location: New York, USA

Host/Organizer: Northeast Storytelling (NEST)
Frequency: Monthly

Day: Every third Sunday

Time: 1-2:30 PM EST (6 - 7:30 PM UK time)

Access/Link/Info Contact Cris Riedel of NEST:
crisriedel05@gmail.com or join

Notes: their Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/

worldwidevirtualstorytellingguild

Open mic event, all welcome. Suggested themes.
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Storytelling Event Free Advertising

Submit your event on our webpage for all to see!
You can list your Affiliate Guild events on the Tejas
Storytelling Association’s website.

Simply go to https://tejasstorytelling.com and click
on Submit Event Listing under the Event Calendar
tab in the top menu.

If you submit early enough, it will go into our next
newsletter. This is just one of the services offered
by the Tejas Storytelling Association.

https://tejasstorytelling.com/events

DONATIONS

We need your support in our mission of
storytelling. Please send your tax deductible
donation in support of storytelling and our mission
in this region. Thank you!

CHECK: Mail your donation check to TSA, 214 W.
Hickory St., Denton, TX 76201.

ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations

TSA’s mission is to foster an appreciation of
storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool. Our members are a vital
part in making this mission succeed. We need you!

Tejas Storytelling Association
Non-Discrimination and Social Justice
Policy

The Tejas Storytelling Association is organized
and operates with the purpose of seeking out
and encouraging audiences and storytellers
from diverse backgrounds. We firmly commit
our organization to equality, fairness, safety, and
justice for all. Whenever and wherever we gather,
we commit to providing a safe and inclusive
environment.

We oppose acts of discrimination, harassment,
hate, or violence against groups or persons
based on age, race, ethnicity or nationality, color,
religious belief, gender, sexual orientation or gender
identification, health or physical disability, and
experience. We oppose injustice and oppression in

MEMBERSHIP

If you are not a member, come and join our
storytelling family and friends in our region. We can
spread the tradition and the power of storytelling. All
are welcome; every member is important, whether
story listener, storyteller, or story lover.

Even if you took some time off or have been a
member in the past, we would love have you back!

Membership Categories: (Yearly)

Individual: ......ccoovreirrrrerrrieens $35
Family: oo $60
Organization: .........ccceeeeverveerennn. $75

» CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application
found on our website under the Membership
tab and mail with your check or credit card
information to TSA, 214 W. Hickory St., Denton,
TX 76201.

» PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940-
380-9320. We will return your call, answer
your questions, and record your credit card
information for billing.

» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/

Membership

Don’t miss any of the Facebook and Twitter
posts highlighting storytellers, concerts and
activities at the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Like us! Become a friend! Share!

https://facebook.com/tejasstorytellingassociation
https://facebook.com/texasstorytellingfestival

https://twitter.com/tejastales

The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter
published by the Tejas Storytelling
Association.

Editor: Sandra Aguirre-Magana
Production: Karen Wollscheid
Contributors: varies for each issue

Tejas Teller submission deadline is the
last Friday of the month of each calendar
quarter end: March, June, September, and
December.

whatever forms they might take.

TEJAS

STORYTELLING
ASSOCLATION

We commit our organization to operate in a way
that represents the best practices of environmental
stewardship.

214 W. Hickory St.
Denton, TX 76201
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General news items can be sent to the
editor at magana.sandra525@gmail.com

Currently the Tejas Teller is being
distributed electronically to email
addresses stored with TSA membership
records. If you would like a printed copy
of the newsletter, please notify the TSA
Office at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com.
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