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¢ o L Everyone Loves
A Good Story!

Hear personal stories, ghost stories, a liars contest,

2 sacred tales, fringe, long form, youth activities, a story
E slam, poetry slam, music, and so much more. In addition,
0 participants can attend workshops to hone their own
< storytelling skills.

A weekend pass includes: 18 storytelling concerts, 11
workshops, 3 music concerts, 1 poetry SLAM, 1 story

TELLI N SLAM, 4 youth activities and over 60 storytellers! Early
bird deadline is March 6.
FESTIVALMARCHI215 - 2026 Individual event tickets are $15. Free Events Too!

DENTON CIVIC CENTER < DENTON, TEXAS

o @
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Festival Storytelling Events

Thursday, March 12 Saturday, March 14

7:00 pm Shadows and Spirits: An Evening of Ghost 9:00 am The David Brock Youth Storytelling Concert
Stories (ASL) FREE 9:00 am Poetry Slam FREE

Friday, March 13 10:45 am Featured Tellers (ASL)

9:00 am Welcome Storytelling Concert 10:45am Story Slam FREE

9:00 am Gather ‘Round: Texas Folklore Society 1215 pm  Story Swap
Shares Stories and Love 1:30 pm  Liars Contest

10:45 am Featured Tellers (ASL) 1:30 pm  Featured Guild Concert

12:15 pm Story Swap 3:30 pm  Fringe

1:30 pm  Two Chairs Talking with Alton Takiyama- 3:30 pm Beggar King: A Storyteller’s Journey
Chung and Lyn Ford Through Silence with Joel Ben Izzy

1:30 pm Tellers of the Long Form 3:30 pm  Story Swap

4:00 pm Rising Stars 7:30 pm Featured Tellers (ASL)

7:30 pm Featured Tellers (ASL) Sunday, March 15

9:30 am Sacred Tales (ASL) FREE
T:15am Featured Tellers Concert (ASL)

All Information at https://festival.tejasstorytelling.com/
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Our Featured Tellers:

Lyn Ford a storyteller, author,
Ohio teaching artist, and certified
laughter yoga teacher has, in recent
years, added published poet to her
titles and achievements. Lyn is the
% recipient of a National Association of
Black Storytellers Zora Neale Hurston Award, and is
a 2023 Black Appalachian Storytellers Fellow. Lyn is
also a certified laughter wellness ambassador, and a
great-grandmother.
https://www.storytellerlynford.com

Liz Weir is a storyteller and writer
from Northern Ireland. Liz has told
her stories to people of all ages on
five continents. She has performed in
pubs and prisons and hospital rooms.
Liz has worked for people with very
different cultural backgrounds - for children from
Israel and Palestine, at universities in Germany and
Wales, on TV between South-Africa and Canada.
https://www.lizweir.org/

Alton Takiyama-Chung, a
Japanese-Korean storyteller, grew up
with the superstitions and the magic
of the Hawaiian Islands. Among the
stories he tells are legends of Hawaii,
the Japanese American Experience
of WWII, and Asian folktales, and he performs them
across the United States and Internationally. He
has been inducted into the National Storytelling
Network’s ORACLE Circle of Excellence.
https://www.altonchung.com

Joel ben Izzy is a storyteller, a writer
and a story consultant. He has told
Ba stories and taught storytelling in
some 36 countries throughout the
world. Having devoted his life to

the art and craft of storytelling has
led Joel to story consulting working with leaders,
businesses and organizations to find and tell their
stories of what they do and why.
https://www.storypage.com

Master Class

The master class is a two-hour intensive workshop
to learn ways to hone storytelling skills from national
storytellers. Continuing education credits will be
given. The cost of this workshop is not included in
full festival tickets. The workshop is $50 - reserved
tickets in advance or at the door.

SUNDAY, MARCH 15 ¢+ 8:30-11:00am

Going to the Well - Finding, Crafting, and Telling
Stories from Your Life
Presenter: Joel ben Izzy

Each of us has already lived a life filled with stories.
The challenge is to find the time and place to let
those stories come to life. In this highly participatory
workshop Joel will guide you through the process of
finding those stories, as well as offering some handy
tips and techniques to help you shape and tell them.
This is a workshop he’s developed and taught around
the world, recently in East Africa. Don’t miss it.

Workshops

The festival has a wide variety of workshops for
you to choose from.

* Finding Your Funny presented by Dan Sturdivant

* The Storyteller’s Toolbox presented by Alton
Chung

* |s She Still Talking? presented by Liz Weir

* Joining In: Audience Participation Stories
presented by Fran Stallings

* Storytelling as Personal Mythology
presented by Loren Niemi

* How to Begin your True Personal Story
presented by Ladi Loera

* Too Boo or Not to Boo: The Gentle Art of the
Scary Story presented by Lynn Ford

* Easy Storytelling Ideas for Dynamic Storytelling
presented by MaryAnn Porter

* Come to Your Senses: Bringing Stories Alive
with Sensory Perceptions presented by Donna
Ingham
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Slams!

The Texas Storytelling Festival offers a poetry
slam and a storytelling slam as part of the weekend
entertainment. Both slams are at the Woman’s Club
Building at 610 Oakland near the library.

Free Online Training: Emcee, Michael Guinn, will
be presenting an online Zoom training for folks
interested in participating in the slams. Sign up early
to be part of the online training sessions.

Poetry Slam

Saturday, March 14 from 9:00 am - 10:30 am
Poetry Slam Sign Up https://forms.gle/
bh8CNxswPgQavBdJ8

Story Slam

Saturday, March 14 from 10:45 am - 12:15 pm
Story Slam Sign Up: https://forms.gle/
RNtWfWG7cVDL8Lmp9

Questions?
Contact Michael Guinn at (972) 704-5001 or Tejas
Storytelling Association at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com

It’s a Silent Auction

STOP! What are you doing right this minute? Start
gathering the things you will bring to put in the silent
auction at the Festival. That necklace you are tired
of, the puppet that never fit your hand, the jacket
you have “outgrown”. Remember that one person’s
ceiling is another person’s floor! What you don’t want
or don’t have room for anymore may delight some
other teller. And don’t forget to bring your checkbook
and credit cards to the festival. There is gonna be
some great stuff you’ll want to take home with you!

Questions? Debbie Waddell, dramamamadebbie@
yahoo.com.

Be a Festival Sponsor!

Support storytelling for our 41st year! Your
donation is tax deductible. You can become a
sponsor when you register for the festival at https://

Festival Hotels

Book your hotel room early. For hotel information
go to https://festival.tejasstorytelling.com/lodging/

Ride or Room Share

We’d like to help cut your travelling expenses.
We will do our best to help you find a hotel room to
share or ride share for the Festival in March. TARGET
DEADLINE February 21, 2026. If we get your request
after this date, we will make an effort to connect you
with others.

Interested? Please fill out this online form:
https://forms.gle/SBs4gK59NtuagyuT?7

Volunteer at Tejas!

The magic of stories brings us together,
connecting hearts, preserving culture, and sparking
imagination. As we prepare for the 2026 Tejas
Storytelling Festival, we invite you to join us as a
volunteer in keeping this tradition a success.

Happening March 12-15, 2026 in Denton, Texas,
the festival will showcase master storytellers,
new voices, and audiences of all ages. From family
activities and workshops to main-stage storytelling
performances. Every moment depends on volunteers
like you. We appreciate you, our volunteers.

We need support with guest registration and
greeting - stage and venue assistance setups - visitor
guidance and information - children’s programs
and family storytelling at the library - story store
- silent auction - green room - Woman’s Building -
concessions - ice-cream social -and meal servers.

Whatever your skills, there’s a role for you. In
return, enjoy behind-the-scenes access, connections
with storytellers, and the joy of sustaining the
storytelling community.

If you wish to become a volunteer or know
someone who wants to volunteer, please contact
Ronald Carter by phone: 267-753-5296 or
poetdrummerl@yahoo.com. Early sign-ups are

tsa23.wildapricot.org/event-6333389 or go to
https://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations and choose
Festival Sponsor in the drop down menu.

Any amount is welcome. All sponsors will be listed
in the festival program and on our website.

encouraged!
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2026 Tejas Storytelling Association Awards

Call for Nominations

Nominations are now open for the 2026 Tejas Storytelling Association Awards, to be presented during the
Texas Storytelling Festival in Denton. Please help us recognize outstanding contributors to storytelling by

submitting your nominations.

Full details, past winners, and nomination form can be viewed at https://tejasstorytelling.com/awards/

Can you believe it? Another year has come and
gone, seemingly just like that! And soon we will be
meeting face-to-face to hear and tell and make
more stories as we come together in Denton, Texas
to celebrate the 41st anniversary of the Texas
Storytelling Festival.

As we prepare to celebrate these four plus
decades of the Texas Festival, we recognize that
we have reached this milestone because of the
efforts and the storytelling of many. Once again,
we are reaching out to you to help us in recognizing
those deserving persons who have made significant
contributions to storytelling in this state and beyond.

Attached, you will find information about the
various awards given by TSA, along with a nomination
form and information on making submissions. We
hope you will help us in recognizing and celebrating
the contributions of those who are positively
impacting others through storytelling in your
communities, around the state, and even beyond.
Submissions are due by January 31st.

Wishing you a joy-filled, love-filled holiday season,
with a bounty of great stories to hear, to tell, and to
make!

Kathy Culmer, TSA Awards Committee Chair

Award Categories

John Henry Faulk Award - Honors a person who
has made a significant contribution to the art of
storytelling in the Southwest; the Association’s most
prestigious storytelling award.

Marvin Brown Volunteer Service Award -
Recoghnizes a person or group whose time and
talents have enhanced TSA'’s reputation in Denton
and beyond.

Colson-Herndon Educator’s Award - Presented
during a TSA Conference to an educator
who mentors storytellers or integrates storytelling in
education/community learning.

Martha Len Nelson Special Services Award -
For above-and-beyond service advancing TSA and
the storytelling community; not awarded every year.

Finley Stewart Trailblazing Award - For an
individual, group, or business that created an
outstanding organization, festival, or business
promoting storytelling and engaging TSA
membership.

How to nominate:

Complete the nomination form found at https://tejasstorytelling.com/awards/and email the form and

[Nominee Name]”.

supporting materials to tsa@tejasstorytelling.com with the subject: “2026 TSA Awards Nomination -

Timeline: Nominations accepted now; the Awards Committee will review submissions and bring
recommendations to the TSA Board. Honorees will be announced ahead of the festival.

Thank you for helping us celebrate excellence in storytelling across Texas and the Southwest!



https://tejasstorytelling.com/awards
https://tejasstorytelling.com/awards/and
mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com

TEJAS

STORYTELLING
ASSOCIATION
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2025-2026 TSA Governing Board

Michael Brundy, President
president@tejasstorytelling.com

John Hale, Vice President

vp@tejasstorytelling.com

Secretary - Open
secretary@tejasstorytelling.com

Tony Hardman, Treasurer

treasurer@tejasstorytelling.com

Barbara Bridgewater
bpbridgeh2o@hotmail.com

Ron Carter
poetdrummerl@yahoo.com

Sarah Evans
sarah.evans@unt.edu

Sue Kuentz

sue.kuentz@gmail.com

Nancy Matthews
nancymatthews1023@gmaill.com

Pam Pipkin
pam.pipkin3@gmail.com

Darlene Richards
neldatone@gmail.com

David Thompson
belstories@yahoo.com

Debbie Waddell
dramamamadebbie@yahoo.com

Mission Statement:

Tejas Storytelling Association is a
non-profit organization dedicated to
fostering the appreciation of storytelling
as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool.

PHONE: 940-380-9320

Celebrating Our Legacy

Forty Years of Texas Storytelling Lives On!

Last year’s Texas Storytelling Festival marked a milestone moment
in our organization’s history—a celebration not only of where we have
been, but of the storytellers, listeners, volunteers, and visionaries who
have shaped Tejas Storytelling Association for four decades. One of the
true highlights of that festival was the debut of our commemorative
book, Forty Years of Texas Storytelling, a vibrant tribute to the voices and
stories that have carried our mission forward since the early days.

The book reflects the heartbeat of TSA: its diversity of tellers, its
reverence for tradition, and its ongoing commitment to nurturing new
generations of storytellers. Its pages are filled with personal reflections,
sighature tales, memorable moments, and glimpses into the evolution
of Texas storytelling culture. Whether you’re a long-time member or a
newcomer discovering the community for the first time, this book offers
a joyful, meaningful journey through our shared history.

A Concert to Remember

To honor the release, several tellers featured in the book took to the
stage for a special concert at the festival. Their performances—full of
humor, heart, and the rich voices we’ve come to cherish—brought the
book to life in a way only live storytelling can.

Listen on YouTube: https://tinyurl.com/35vye6k2

Bring the Legacy Home

If you haven’t yet purchased your copy of Forty Years of Texas
Storytelling, this is the perfect moment. The book makes a memorable
and heartfelt gift for friends, family, teachers, pastors, librarians, or
anyone who loves a good story told well. Purchase your copy: https://
tsa23.wildapricot.org/event-5359183. Or call 800-621-2736 to order by
phone.

Why This Book Matters

Purchasing the book does more than bring a treasure into your home.
It helps support the continued growth of TSA—our festival, conference,
Story Circles, youth programming, and year-round workshops including
our Mastering the Art of Storytelling series. Each copy sold strengthens
the foundation on which the next 40 years of storytelling will stand.

A Living Legacy

As we look forward to another year of stories, community, and
creativity, we celebrate the legacy captured in this book and the
storytellers who made it possible. Their work reminds us of a simple
truth: Stories connect us. Stories define us. And stories keep the spirit
of Tejas alive.
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From the TSA President

As the scent of pine and
gingerbread fades from the air,
- | extend the warmest new year
wishes to every member of the
Tejas Storytelling Association
(TSA). This time of year, with
its blend of memory and
anticipation, is a Storytelling
Opportunity.
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Michael Brundy
TSA President

Think of the holidays: the
frantic search for the perfect
gift, the mishap with the turkey, the quiet moment
watching the snow fall, or the retelling of family
stories around a crackling fire. These are the rich
threads of human experience—the moments we
cherish, the lessons we learn, and the stories we are
meant to share.

| encourage you to embrace the TSA
mission: Learn, Practice, and Perform:

Learn: Remember the stories that were shared
—the tales of your grandmother’s childhood, the
history behind a decades-old ornament, or the
humorous accounts of past celebrations.

Practice: Turn those personal moments into
polished anecdotes. Practice telling the story of
your “worst gift ever” or the year the dog ate the
Christmas lights.

Perform: Share them! Use the natural warmth
of a gathering as your stage. You'll find that these
moments of authentic sharing are often the most
memorable.

Looking Ahead: A Year of Storytelling
Growth in 2026

2026 is shaping up to be an extraordinary year
for the Tejas Storytelling Association, packed with
opportunities designed to sharpen your craft and
expand your stage:

Mastering the Art of Storytelling Workshops

We are thrilled to announce a fresh new series
of workshops designed to elevate your telling
skills. Thanks to the work of Tony Hardman, Hank
Roubicek, Dean Keith and their teams, we have had

great workshops in 2025. Get ready to learn more
in 2026. These sessions are invaluable for anyone
serious about moving from beginner to master
storyteller.

Monthly Story Circles and Opportunities

Our monthly Story Circle, led by the dynamic
duo of Barbara Bridgewater and Debbie Waddell, is
the heart of our community. This is your safe space
to practice new material, get constructive feedback,
and be inspired by your peers.

Teller in the Schools

Deb Waddell is also spearheading our Teller in the
Schools opportunities, providing meaningful ways
for our members to perform and share the power of
story with school children in Denton, TX.

Save these Dates! Our Premier Events

The momentum builds toward our two big events
in Denton:

1. The Tejas Storytelling Festival (March 12-15,
2026): Mark your calendars for an unforgettable
weekend showcasing premier storytellers from
Texas and beyond. It’s a spectacular opportunity
to learn from masters and immerse yourself in the
craft.

2. The Bi-Annual Conference (June 12-13,
2026): Our bi-annual gathering offers focused tracks,
specialized training, and networking, ensuring you
leave with both inspiration and actionable

A Final Story Spark

The greatest gift a storyteller can give is
themselves and their perspective. Remember that
every tradition — from the quietest ritual to the
loudest celebration — is a story waiting to be told.

Wishing you a New Year full of rich, rewarding
stories. We can’t wait to Learn, Practice, and
Perform alongside you in 2026!



In Memory of Doug Lipman

TRANSITIONS

As we await further details, we hold Pam and all who loved Doug
close in our thoughts. The wider storytelling world has lost an honorable storyteller,
a beloved colleague, and a true friend. May his stories continue to ripple outward,
reminding us of the power of kindness, craft, and connection.

It is with deep sorrow that we share the passing of Doug Lipman, a cherished member of
our storytelling family. Doug was more than a teller; he was a mentor, a guide, and a generous
spirit whose teachings shaped countless voices across our community.
LIFE His presence lifted rooms, his stories opened hearts, and his wisdom
helped many of us find our own paths as storytellers.

A Reflection

by David Thompson, Central Texas Storytelling Guild

I’ll say it again: It’s interesting that when people
discover I’'m a storyteller, they appear to immediately
shelve me into the “children’s entertainer” category.
Yes, I've told stories for what | affectionately call
“younglings”—those bright 8- and 9-year olds—and
I’ve enjoyed those gigs. However, my true passion
lives elsewhere.

What feeds me are the ancient tales, the
legends and epics. Telling the first tablet of the
SumerianBabylonian creation epic Enuma Elish, or
recounting the Ulaid Cycle of Ulster with Cuchulainn,
the Hound of Ulster, facing Maeve, the warrior queen
of Connaught. Sharing Rustam’s adventures from the
Shah Nameh: The Persian Book of Kings, the story
of Solomon and Sheba from the Ethiopian Kebra
Nagast, and so many others feed my soul and spirit.

| tell you truthfully, this is a storytelling adventure
that is rewarding, frustrating, touching, and so very
powerful.

Presently, I'm beginning to prepare “The Ba’al
Cycle of Ugarit.” Yes, THAT, Ba’al (remember your
Bible lessons?) and his battle with Yam (BTW, Ba’al
wins and receives the epithet Lord of Storms).

So, | write this at an early hour, sipping coffee with
music in the background, and..well..content and
cozy.

The Power of Presence: How to
Make Every Story Feel Brand

New
By Michael Brundy

As storytellers, we often have a core repertoire—
those favorite tales we know inside and out. But
how do you keep your own excitement fresh and
ensure your audience feels the magic, even if
they’ve heard you tell The Three Little Pigs a dozen
times? The secret isn’t in changing the words; it’s in
cultivating Presence.

Presence is about being fully, authentically there in
the moment of telling. It allows you to transform a
familiar script into a live, spontaneous event.

Three Keys to Powerful Presence

1. Listen to the Silence (and the Audience): A great
story isn’t a monologue; it’s a shared experience.
Pay attention to the subtle cues: a sudden stillness,
a shared laugh, or a moment where a child leans
forward. These are your signs. Adjust your pace,
pause, or intensify a feeling based on the energy
coming back to you. This makes the audience feel
acknowledged and keeps you from falling into rote
recitation.

2. Rediscover the “Why”: Before you start, take
a breath and remember why this particular story
resonates with you. Is it the courage of the hero? The
humor of the trickster? The beauty of the language?
By reconnecting with the core feeling of the tale,
you inject genuine emotion back into your voice and
gestures. If you feel it, they will feel it.

Continued ...




Continued ...

3. The Power of “Never-Before”: Approach every
telling as if you are discovering the story’s outcome
for the very first time. Even if you know the wolf is
coming, let the surprise register in your eyes and
voice when you describe the sound of his huffing
and puffing. This mindset invites your audience to
join you on the journey of discovery, creating an
immediate and compelling bond.

The takeaway: Your story is a gift you give to
the audience in the present moment. By focusing
on Presence, you ensure that even your oldest tale
feels as vital and fresh as a brand-new sunrise.

A Triple Honor for TSA
Member Mike Guinn

Tejas member Mike Guinn was
selected as a voting member of the
Recording Academy (Grammys) for
the Class of 2025. He also serves as a
voting member for the NAACP Image
Awards and is a recipient of the prestigious 2025
Prayze Factor Award in Atlanta, Georgia.

TSA News - Meet the Board

Say Hello to Betsy Mosier

Betsy Mosier may be the newest
face on the TSA Board, but she’s no
newcomer to storytelling—or to TSA.
She’s been part of the family since
2008, spinning tales for kids, adults,
and anyone willing to lean in and
listen.

Ask her about her proudest moment and she’ll
grin: the time she stepped into the sandals of
Joseph—yes, that Joseph—for five straight days
at Royal Family Kids Camp. Picture it: firstperson
storytelling, a camp full of kids, and a gloriously loud
polyester caftan in every color of the rainbow. It was
unforgettable, and so is she.

Betsy has been named a Rising Star by the
N40 Guild, received the Marvin Brown Award, and
continues to cheer, champion, and celebrate TSA at
every turn.

Meet Darlene R1chard
“Nelda Tone”

Darlene Richard, known on stage
as Nelda Tofe, brings both heart and
precision to her recently acquired g
role as the Logistical Director for it
the Tejas Storytelling Association. She is the steady
hand behind this year’s festival, managing venue

contracts, securing spaces, coordinating meals with
local restaurants, and arranging travel and lodging
for our featured tellers. Darlene also oversees vendor
communication and onsite operations, ensuring
that performers, volunteers, and attendees feel
supported from the moment they arrive.

Whether she’s streamlining checkins or solving
unexpected challenges with calm expertise, Darlene
makes sure every detail contributes to a smooth,
welcoming, and memorable storytelling experience.

Meet Barbara Bridgewater

For most of her life, she was
known as Barb, but today she goes
by Barbara Bridgewater—a name that |
travels more easily among the many
languages and communities she
engages with. This year, Barbara has
been joyfully experimenting with telling stories in two
languages, adding a new dimension to a storytelling
journey that began more than fifteen years ago,
when she and her daughter performed around town
as part of her daughter’s homeschooling adventures.

Barbara loves assisting in schools, participating in
HOT Storytelling Guild performances, and attending
festivals and workshops that continue to spark her
creativity. Storytelling remains one of her favorite
ways to reflect on her life and connect with others.

Continued ...



TSA News

Long before Texas, Barbara lived in the mountains
of Appalachia in West Virginia, where she discovered
the art of the Liar’s Contest. It quickly became one
of her favorite traditions—both for listening and
for spinning a mischievous tale of her own. (So be
careful... not everything you hear about her is entirely
true!)

Meet Dr. Sarah A. Evans

Dr. Sarah A. Evans brings a
storyteller’s heart to her work as an
Associate Professor in the College
of Information at the University
of North Texas. She directs both
the Children’s and Young Adult
Librarianship program and the Storytelling program,
and serves as CoDirector of the Multiple Literacies
Lab, where she explores how people learn, imagine,
and make meaning through story.

Her research centers on the power of narrative—
how stories shape understanding, spark curiosity,
and nurture the many literacies that grow through
selfdirected learning. She is especially passionate
about public library youth services, the role of
comics and graphic novels in developing readers, and
the ways international libraries support young people
through story.

Sarah’s own path reflects a lifelong love of
performance and learning. She holds a Bachelor’s
Degree in Drama, a Master of Library and Information
Science, and a Ph.D. in Learning Sciences from the
University of Washington, along with an elementary
education certificate from Western Washington
University.

Whether she’s teaching future librarians,
mentoring storytellers, or researching how narrative
transforms lives, Dr. Evans continues to champion
the idea that stories are one of our most powerful
tools for connection and discovery.

History is Important!

Don’t forget to take pictures of all your guild and
TSA activities (in person and virtual) so that we
can make our yearbooks. Please label the people
in the photographs and the guild information as
well. Then send it to our historian, Jaye McLaughlin
at jayemclaughlin@gmail.com. Jaye is also our
Artistic Director for our 2025 Festival and mentioned
that it would be fantastic if the guilds could each
bring a scrapbook of the history of our guilds with
pictures. She’ll lay them out for all to look through.
This could include pictures of guild tellers past and
present, events from past and present.

Sustaining Membership

Don’t forget that there is a new way to support
TSA - through Sustaining Membership. An
opportunity to contribute as little as $10 per month
to help spread the joy of storytelling.

TSA'’s Free Virtual Event

Programs

TSA Virtual Storytelling Circle - Be on the lookout
for notifications about dates and times. Hosted by
Barbara Bridgewater and Deborah Waddell.

Mastering the Art of Storytelling - a monthly
series designed to help you refine your storytelling
skills and deepen your connection to the art of
storytelling. Go to the TSA website or https://sites.
google.com/tejasstorytelling.com/the-art-of-
storytelling/home to learn more.

Tejas Storytelling Association cares about all Members.
Sometimes we lose touch with our valued Members.

Please let us know when a TSA Member experiences a
milestone, celebration or passing so that we may honor
our Members more fully.

Contact the TSA office: (940) 380-9320
or tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
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Heart of Texas Storytelling
Guild

In October, the Guild successfully hosted the
annual Oakwood Cemetery Walking Tales. New and
repeat guests enjoyed the event.

Our Youth Tellers shared

stories in between the roasting
of s’mores and hotdogs during
our Harvest Campfire in
October.

Ron Carter and Vivian
Rutherford had assisted living
residents rockin’ round the
Christmas tree when they

Our Youth Tellers had their own
Christmas Concert at the Hewitt
Library.

They did a fabulous job! No coal in their
storytelling stockings!

The North 40 Guild

The tellers have been active this fall:

In November Dean Keith and Tim Couch told
stories at The Farmstead for a day of fun for
homeschool families.

Minetta Smith shared stories for a senior’s group
in Allen and told Christmas stories for two church
groups.

Teller and author Regina Stone Matthews has a
newly published book, Coat of Patience.

Wishing all of you a year of great stories.

The Territory Tellers

Chester Weems informs that if you are an iPhone
user you might want to subscribe to Dean Keith’s
new newsletter. Dean is an expert at both the iPhone
and explaining it to people. He lives in Texas, but
you might recognize his name as he is a member
of Territory Tellers. It is free to subscribe: https://
thecomputerdean.com

San Antonio Storytellers

At the time of this writing we are hard at work
planning our annual Dream Week storytelling
programs for San Antonio’s cityrun Senior Centers
this January. Although officially tied to Martin Luther
King Jr.’s birthday, Dream Week has grown into
nearly three weeks of communitycentered events
celebrating unity, reflection, and shared stories.

This year’s SASA tellers include Mary Ann Blue,
Chris Gillis, John Hale, Nathan Holiner, Mary Grace
Ketner, Sue Kuentz, Jane McDaniel, and Vanessa
Rogers—an inspiring lineup ready to bring warmth
and wisdom to audiences across the city.

We also extend our support to two SASA members
stepping into major roles within TSA: John Hale, who
will assume the TSA presidency in 2026, and Sue
Kuentz, who will serve as the 2026 Festival Artistic
Director.


https://thecomputerdean.com/
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SASA continues to host our Hybrid “San
Antonio Story Night” on the first Wednesday
of each month. We’re on Facebook as “San
Antonio Storytelling Association” and our website
is https://sanantoniostorytellers.com. We keep
business to a bare minimum--mostly reporting
upcoming SASA and TSA events--then get right into
telling stories. After all, that’s the real reason people
come! For those who are more involved in storytelling
and more willing, we have an open leadership council.
We find a role for anyone who is willing to do the
deeper work which keeps an organization going
strong.

SASA Story Night
is VIRTUAL and LIVE at O'Krent Floos
2075 N. Loop 1604 E

7:
San Antonio, TX 78232

Rockwall Storytelling Guild
Recapping:

Story Swaps That Stir the Imagination

The Rockwall Storytelling Guild hosts monthly,
themed Story Swaps on the fourth Tuesday of each
month—and off-topic stories are always welcome!
These gatherings provide an excellent opportunity
to test new material, receive feedback (if desired),
and sharpen or refine stories for more formal
presentations. Storytellers and listeners of all ages
are welcome.
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October Theme: Facing Fear

October’s Story Swap explored the powerful
theme of “Facing Fear.” Featured teller and Treasurer
of the Tejas Storytelling Association, Tony Hardman,
captivated the audience with two personal stories:
“My Scariest Moment” and “Yakiimo.” Both tales
kept listeners perched on the edge of their seats.

In “My Scariest Moment,” Tony took us on a heart-
pounding adventure—riding an inner tube behind a
snowmobile driven by his older sister. We felt every
twist, turn, bump, and bruise as his fear unfolded in
vivid detail. In “Yakiimo,” we were transported into
Tony’s apartment, where mysterious screams in
Japanese—a language he didn’t understand—echoed
through his space. We experienced his confusion,
frustration, and growing fear through the sights,
sounds, scents, and emotional tension of the
moment. The eventual reveal of the source of those
haunting cries was startling, to say the least!

John Hale, Vice President of the Tejas Storytelling
Association, shared a personal story from his days
as Boy Scout leader, recounting a time when and
another leader allowed the boys to plan an entire
camping trip on their own. Poor planning led to an
unforgettable—and uncomfortable—experience,
teaching lasting lessons about the importance
of preparation and flexibility. The lessons were
invaluable, but the audience was left wondering:
what creative adjustments did the boys make to
survive the weekend without essential supplies?

Viveca Deanes offered a deep personal tale about
confronting her irrational fear of water. Convinced
she had the perfect solution, she enrolled in a
swimming class—only to discover the odds were
stacked against her. Most students tested on the
first day, and the instructor never entered the pool
with her during the entire semester. Faced with fear,
isolation, and uncertainty, what was she to do?

November Theme: Gathering—Guffaws,
Gratitude, Generosity, Grief, or Guilt

November’s theme opened the door to a wide
range of emotions. Featured teller and Tejas
Storytelling Association Guild Liaison, Pam Pipkin,
shared a moving story of gratitude set against
the backdrop of two environmental extremes:

a devastating flood in Fort Worth and a severe
drought just two years later. Pam’s parents faced


https://sanantoniostorytellers.com/

extraordinary challenges both times —traveling to
the hospital to deliver a baby during a flood, then
caring for a newborn during a severe shortage of
clean water, and caring for a newborn with a film of
dust on everything during the drought. Pam herself
was born during the flood; her younger brother,
Mikey, during the drought. Imagine tending to a
days-old infant amid rising waters—or in a house
coated with dust from relentless dryness. The family
ultimately found refuge with an aunt in Dallas. Did
their home survive the flood? What awaited them
upon their return? As they navigated these trials,
deep family bonds were formed—bonds for which
Pam remains profoundly grateful.

John Hale returned with “Mischief in the House,”
an engaging whodunit set in the Morgan family
home. With four sons prone to mischief, especially
near the stairwell—-the mystery of who did what kept
listeners guessing. Denials abounded...but were they
telling the truth?

Debbie Waddell, Tejas Storytelling Association’s
Virtual Story Circle Co-Director and Tellers in Schools
Director, shared “A Rush of Gratitude,” reflecting on
timeless lessons passed down from her grandmother
and mother—wisdom that shaped her life and was
lovingly passed on to her daughter.

Viveca Deanes concluded the evening with
“Thankful for Freedom,” a personal reflection on
gratitude for what she didn’t have. Growing up
without brand-name labels gave her freedom—from
cost, comparison, and the subtle “bondage” that can
come with them.

Through these Story Swaps, guild members and
guests explored rich, layered themes from multiple
perspectives, creating evenings filled with laughter,
reflection, connection—and stories that lingered long
after the final words were spoken.

Remembering

The Rockwall Storytelling Guild hosted its 7th
Annual “December to Remember” Dinner at Luigi’s
Italian Cafe in Rockwall, Texas on Wednesday,
December 17,2025 at 6 pm. Since 2018, the guild
has ended each year with time to reflect on all the
good things they enjoyed together during year. Other
guilds (primarily in North and East Texas) were also
invited to attend. This year’s gathering promised
to be one of our most heartfelt and unforgettable
evenings yet. As the
Rockwall Storytelling
Gulld closed another
year of shared words,
warm laughter, and
stories that linger long
after they’re told, we
came together for a
night you didn’t want
to miss. We gathered
for an evening filled
with connection, camaraderie, and celebration-an
evening made even more meaningful as we reflected
on the life and legacy of our beloved friend and
treasurer, Leslie Bule. Leslie’s kindness, wisdom, and
steadfast dedication helped shape our Guild in quiet
but powerful ways. We honored his memory the way
he would have loved best: through stories, shared
meals, and the joy of being together.

Guild Dues: TSA would love for guilds to renew their membership dues through the TSA website (dues are
$1.00 per member, $10.00 minimum, $50.00 maximum): https://tejasstorytelling.com/guild-dues/

The Doc Moore Educational Outreach Fund is available to Affiliate Guilds in good standing and can
help bring an exceptional storyteller to your guild for storytelling workshops. More information: https://
tejasstorytelling.com/guilds-organizations/doc-moore-educational-outreach-fund/
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Affiliate Guild Meetings

ABQ Story Crafting

Every last Tuesday of the month

6:30 - 8:00 PM

Monte Vista Christian Church,

3501 Campus Blvd. NE, Albuquerque, NM
Storycrafting is not a storytelling class, but a
community space for trying out new stories - be it
the germ of an idea, a partial story, or completed
story that needs a run-through. Everyone is welcome
from newbies to seasoned tellers. Albuquerque
Program Coordinator, DustyDeen@gmail.com

Central Texas Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Austin Area)

Meets 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7:00 pm

at Rabbi Raine’s La Casa; contact Raine for address
Contact: Raine Teller rebbaraine@icloud.com

Dallas Storytelling Guild (VIRTUAL)

(Dallas Area)

Story Circle meets the 2nd Wednesday of the month,
7:00-9:00 pm

Contact: Peggy Helmick-Richardson, 469-955-0595,
peggy@twicetellers.com
https://dallasstorytelling.org/

Doc Moore Storytelling Guild (VIRTUAL)

Meets the 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30-7:00pm
Request to be added to the list:

Contact: Tim Tingle, President, 830-832-4288,
luksi853@outlook.com

East Texas Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Tyler/Henderson/Kilgore/Holly Lake/Diana Area)
Please contact for meeting location and time:

Dru Woods, 903-769-0702, druwoods@yahoo.com

Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Waco Area)

Adults - Meets 4th Saturday of the month,10:30 am
The Good Neighbor House, 2301 Colcord Ave., Waco
Youth - Meet Wednesdays, September - May, 4:30-
5:30pm (except on holidays)

at the Hewitt Public Library, Hewitt, TX

Contact: Vivian Rutherford, 254-717-1763,
vivian.rutherford@thestorylady.org
https://www.facebook.com/
HeartOfTexasStorytellingGuild/

Houston Storytellers Guild (VIRTUAL)

(Houston Area)

Meets Virtually 4th Tuesday of the month, 7:00 pm
Contact Sally Goodroe, goodroe@earthlink.net
http://houstonstorytellers.org;
hsg@houstonstorytellers.org
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Lil D, Denton Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Denton Area)

Meets the 3rd Thursday of the month at various
locations. ALL are welcomel!

Contact Elizabeth Beamon at
magicbean2000@aol.com

Mesquite Storytellers of Abilene (IN PERSON)
(Abilene Area)

Meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month (except
December), 6:00 pm

Abilene Public Library - downtown

Contact: Beverly Priddy, 325-513-6148;
bevpriddy@gmail.com or Abbie Randolph, 325-669-
4501, abbie.randolph@yahoo.com

North 40 Storytellers Guild (IN PERSON & VIRTUAL)
(Far North Dallas and Collin Counties)

Meets the 3rd Monday of the month, 7:00 pm
Young House of Heritage Farmstead Museum, Plano
Contact: Minetta Smith 214-773-2405 or Dean Keith
214-923-7785

Guild email: info@north40storyteller.com
https://north40storytellers.com/

Rockwall Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON & VIRTUAL)
(Rockwall Area)

Meets Virtually the 4th Tuesday of the month, 6:00
pm on Zoom

and at Rockwall County Library (Second Floor),
Rockwall, TX

Contact: Viveca Deanes, 334-552-0748,
rockwallstorytelling@gmail.com

San Antonio Storytellers Association (IN PERSON &
VIRTUAL)

(South Central Texas)

Meets 1st Wednesday of the month, 6:45 - 8:00 PM
Hybrid (Live and on virtual Zoom at O’Krent Floors,
2075 N Loop 1604 E, San Antonio, TX 78232. Please
email Sue Kuentz if you would like the Zoom Link
Contact: Sue Kuentz, 210-326-7877,
sue.kuentz@gmail.com

Website: https://www.sanantoniostorytellers.com/
Facebook Page - San Antonio Storytellers

Santa Fe StoryCrafters (VIRTUAL)

Second Wednesday of each month

6:30-8:30 pm MST on ZOOM.

Storycrafters meets online monthly -- providing a
welcoming space to share a story in development, an
old favorite, and idea you’re percolating.

Santa Fe Program Coordinators, Regina Ress,
reginaress260@gmail..com and Lucinda delLorimier,
Isdelorimier@gmail.com
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Affiliate Guild Meetings

Stories for Kids & Families (IN PERSON)

First Saturday of the Month

10:30 - T1am

COAS Books - Las Cruces, NM

A free family friendly storytelling Featuring STNM
storytellers and members of Storytellers of Las
Cruces. This event has been going on for decades -
to much appreciation from the local community.

Stories under the Cottonwood Tree (IN PERSON)
3rd Saturday of the month

10:30-11:30 AM

Rio Grande Nature Center State Park, 2901
Candelaria Blvd., NW, Albuquerque, NM 87107
Gather in the Rio Grande Nature Center State
Park’s Main Garden Outdoor Classroom for legends
& myths, adapted & told by Storyteller Dianne

Rossbach. https://rgnc.org

Storytellers of Las Cruces (VIRTUAL)

3rd Monday of the month

First Presbyterian Church, 200 E. Boutz Rd., Las
Cruces, NM

Social at 3 pm; Meeting from 3:30-5:00 PM
Weekly storytelling at the COAS Bookstore from
10:30-11 am every Saturday

Storytellers of Las Cruces encourages the
appreciation of the good and beautiful in life and
literature through the art of storytelling.

Storytellers of New Mexico

Storytellers of New Mexico promotes, supports, and
encourages the history, art, and practice of
storytelling. STNM produces original storytelling
programming across the state, including monthly
story crafting sessions, bi-monthly personal and/
or traditional storytelling shows, intermittent
educational/workshop opportunities, and
participation in two annual global storytelling
showcases.
https://www.storytellersofnewmexico.org/

Storytellers of the High Plains (IN PERSON)
(Panhandle Area)

Contact: Dr. Trudy Hanson, mhansonl16@suddenlink.
net or Eldrena Douma, bluecorn_teller@hotmail.com

Tarrant Area Guild of Storytellers (IN PERSON)
(Fort Worth/Tarrant County Area)

Contact: Sandra McGee, 817-808-1697,
mcgeeroy@verizon.net

Territory Tellers (IN PERSON)

The Territory Tellers is Oklahoma’s premier storytelling
organization. Territory Tellers is an organization of
storytellers, story listeners, and anyone who shares

a love for the art of storytelling. Territory Tellers

offers opportunities to learn the art of storytelling

by supporting storytelling concerts, conducting
workshops and providing information at professional
conferences and local and regional events.

Website: https://territorytellers.com
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International Storytelling

A note about times: For the sake of simplicity, only UK
(GMT) and American (EST) times are listed. To check and
compare time zones in the USA, Europe and across the
world, go to https://timeanddate.com

Title: Ballyeamon Barn
Location: Northern Ireland
Host/Organizer:  Liz Weir

Frequency: Weekly

Day: Saturday

Time: 8:30 - 10 PM UK time

(3:30-5PM US EST)
Access/Link/Info: Zoom ID 872 4401 0703

Passcode: 678963
Notes: Open mic event. All comers welcome to tell a tale,
recite a poem, play a tune, sing a song...

Title: Lichfield Story Circle
Location: England, UK

Host/Organizer: Cath Edwards (07816 061625)
Frequency: Monthly

Day: Every Fourth Monday

Time: 7:30 -9 PM

(2:30 -4 PM US EST)
Access/Link/Info: Contact Cath Edwards via phone, text
(SMS) or Whatsapp
Notes: Open mic event, all welcome, 10-minute slots.

Title: Once Upon a Wednesday (OUAW)
Location: England, UK

Host/Organizer: Paedar Murphy (+44 7749 136902)
Frequency: Weekly

Day: Wednesday

Time: 8-10 PM (3 -5 PM US EST)

Access/Link/Info Zoom meeting ID: 840 4782 9540
Passcode: 250UAW
Notes: Open mic storytelling event

Title: Story Round

Location: England, UK
Host/Organizer: Mike Rust

Frequency: Every other week

Day: Sunday

Time: 6-8PM (1- 3 PM USEST)

Access/Link/Info Go to http://worldstorytellingcafe.com

and click the “join” button.
Notes: Open mic storytelling event, organized under the
umbrella of the World Storytelling Café (online).

Title: Story Swap

Location: Canada

Host/Organizer:  Storytellers of Canada/Conteurs de Canada
Frequency: Weekly

Day: Sunday

Time: 4 -6 PMEST (9 - 11 PM UK time)

Access/Link/Info https://tinyurl.com/StorySwapCanada.
Notes: Open mic event. All comers welcome to tell a tale,
personal story, recite a poem, play/sing a song...

Title: Tales & Tunes

Location: England, UK
Host/Organizer: Justine DeMierre
Frequency: Monthly

Day: Every first Wednesday
Time: 8-10PM (3-5PM USEST)

Access/Link/Info Go to http://worldstorytellingcafe.com
and click the “join” button.

Notes: Open mic event, All comers welcome to tell a tale,

recite a poem, play/sing a song

Title: 3rd Wednesday Storytellers
Location: England, UK

Host/Organizer:  Sarah Lloyd-Winder
Frequency: Monthly

Day: Every third Wednesday
Time: Starts @ 8 PM (3 PM US EST)

Access/Link/Info Zoom meeting ID: 810 9139 4850
Passcode: 070267

Notes: Established group of storytellers, but newcomers

always welcome. Host sometimes suggest themes.

Title: Worldwide Ceilidh
Location: The Netherlands
Host/Organizer:  Marin Millenar
Frequency: Monthly

Day: Every First Sunday
Time: 4:30 PM CET

(3:30 UK time, 10:30 AM US EST)
Access/Link/Info Zoom ID: 88110216406 No Passcode
Notes: Open mic event. All comers welcome to tell a tale,
recite a poem, play a tune/sing a song...

Title: Worldwide Virtual Storytelling Guild
Location: New York, USA

Host/Organizer: Northeast Storytelling (NEST)
Frequency: Monthly

Day: Every third Sunday

Time: 1-2:30 PM EST (6 - 7:30 PM UK time)

Access/Link/Info Contact Cris Riedel of NEST:
crisriedel05@gmail.com or join

Notes: their Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/

worldwidevirtualstorytellingguild

Open mic event, all welcome. Suggested themes.
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Storytelling Event Free Advertising

Submit your event on our webpage for all to see!
You can list your Affiliate Guild events on the Tejas
Storytelling Association’s website.

Simply go to https://tejasstorytelling.com and click
on Submit Event Listing under the Event Calendar
tab in the top menu.

If you submit early enough, it will go into our next
newsletter. This is just one of the services offered
by the Tejas Storytelling Association.

https://tejasstorytelling.com/events

DONATIONS

We need your support in our mission of
storytelling. Please send your tax deductible
donation in support of storytelling and our mission
in this region. Thank you!

CHECK: Mail your donation check to TSA, 214 W.
Hickory St., Denton, TX 76201.

ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations

TSA’s mission is to foster an appreciation of
storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art,
and an educational tool. Our members are a vital
part in making this mission succeed. We need you!

Tejas Storytelling Association
Non-Discrimination and Social Justice
Policy

The Tejas Storytelling Association is organized
and operates with the purpose of seeking out
and encouraging audiences and storytellers
from diverse backgrounds. We firmly commit
our organization to equality, fairness, safety, and
justice for all. Whenever and wherever we gather,
we commit to providing a safe and inclusive
environment.

We oppose acts of discrimination, harassment,
hate, or violence against groups or persons
based on age, race, ethnicity or nationality, color,
religious belief, gender, sexual orientation or gender
identification, health or physical disability, and
experience. We oppose injustice and oppression in
whatever forms they might take.

We commit our organization to operate in a way
that represents the best practices of environmental
stewardship.

MEMBERSHIP

If you are not a member, come and join our
storytelling family and friends in our region. We can
spread the tradition and the power of storytelling. All
are welcome; every member is important, whether
story listener, storyteller, or story lover.

Even if you took some time off or have been a
member in the past, we would love have you back!

Membership Categories: (Yearly)

Individual: ......ccoovreirrrrerrrieens $35
Family: oo $60
Organization: .........ccceeeeverveerennn. $75

» CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application
found on our website under the Membership
tab and mail with your check or credit card
information to TSA, 214 W. Hickory St., Denton,
TX 76201.

» PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940-
380-9320. We will return your call, answer
your questions, and record your credit card
information for billing.

» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/

Membership

Don’t miss any of the Facebook posts
highlighting storytellers, concerts and activities
at the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Like us! Become a friend! Share!

https://facebook.com/tejasstorytellingassociation
https://facebook.com/texasstorytellingfestival

TEJAS

STORYTELLING
ASSOCIATION

The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter
published by the Tejas Storytelling
Association.

Editor: Sandra Aguirre-Magana
Production: Karen Wollscheid
Contributors: varies for each issue

Tejas Teller submission deadline is the
last Friday of the month of each calendar
quarter end: March, June, September, and
December.

General news items can be sent to the
editor at magana.sandra525@gmail.com

* Currently the Tejas Teller is being

214 W. Hickory St.
Denton, TX 76201
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distributed electronically to email
addresses stored with TSA membership
records. If you would like a printed copy
of the newsletter, please notify the TSA
Office at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com.
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