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A Celebration of Story, 
Community, and Connection
By Michael Brundy 

The 2026 Texas Storytelling Festival in Denton 
was more than an event—it was an experience, 
a gathering of hearts, voices, and stories that 
reminded us why storytelling matters.

With over 230 attendees, this year’s festival 
brought together storytellers and listeners from 
across Texas and beyond. From the moment the first 
story was told to the final farewell, the energy was 
undeniable. Laughter echoed through the convention 
center, moments of reflection brought stillness, and 
powerful stories created connections among people 
who, just hours earlier, had been strangers.

Our featured tellers—Liz Weir, Joel ben Izzy, Lynn 
Ford, and Alton Takiyama-Chung—each brought their 
unique voices, styles, and cultural perspectives. 

C e l e bra ti n g t h e  S u c c ess  o f  t h e  
2 026  Texas  S to ry te l l i n g F es ti va l

Their stories transported us across time and place, 
reminding us that storytelling is both ancient and 
deeply relevant today.

The workshops offered opportunities to grow, 
whether you were just beginning your storytelling 
journey or refining your craft. The Story Slam and 
Poetry Slam gave brave voices a stage. The ghost 
stories sent chills down our spines. And the informal 
conversations over meals and between sessions 
reminded us that storytelling is as much about 
community as it is about performance.

This festival does not happen by accident.

It is the result of 
dedicated leadership, 
tireless volunteers, and 
a committed board and 
staff. Special thanks 
go to our festival team, 
our volunteers, and 
our incredible staff—
especially Carol Barrow—
whose behind-the-
scenes efforts ensured 
that everything ran smoothly. Most importantly, 
thank you to you—our members and attendees. You 
showed up. You listened. You shared. You reminded 
us that storytelling is alive and well.

As we reflect on the success of this year’s festival, 
we are not just celebrating what happened—we are 
building momentum for what’s next.

Because the story continues…

Artistic Directors: Sue 
Kuentz and David 
Thompson
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By Michael Brundy

After the energy and excitement of the festival, 
we now turn our focus to the next step in the 
journey—growth.

The 2026 Tejas Storytelling Conference, taking 
place June 12-13, 2026, is designed to help you move 
from inspiration to action. If the festival filled your 
heart, the conference will sharpen your skills.

This year’s conference will be held virtually, 
making it more accessible than ever. Whether you 
are joining from across Texas or across the country, 
you’ll have the opportunity to learn from experienced 
storytellers, educators, and practitioners who use 
storytelling in powerful ways.

Our conference is built around a simple but 
powerful idea: Learn. Practice. Perform.

You’ll find workshops designed for every level:

•	 Beginner – For those just starting their 
storytelling journey

•	 Intermediate – For those ready to refine and 
expand their skills

•	 Advanced – For experienced storytellers seeking 
feedback and mastery

We are especially excited to feature keynote 
presenters who will inspire and challenge us, along 
with interactive sessions that go beyond listening—
giving you the opportunity to actively develop your 
craft.

And for educators, counselors, librarians, 
and professionals—our workshops are eligible 
for Continuing Professional Education (CPE) credit, 
making this not only an enriching experience but a 
professionally valuable one as well.

The conference is more than a series of sessions—
it is an investment in yourself.

If you’ve ever said:

•	 “I want to tell my story better.”
•	 “I want to use storytelling in my work.”
•	 “I want to connect more deeply with others.”

Then this conference is for you.

Join us this  
June 12-13 as we 
continue the journey.

Looking Ahead – The 2026 Tejas Storytelling Conference:  
From Inspiration to Growth

Auction Follow-up
TSA is over $4,000 richer thanks to your generous donations and enthusiastic bidding at this year’s 

Silent Auction! The guild baskets, handmade quilts, and woodwork were especially popular, along with the 
storytelling props, books, and themed baskets. We were 
delighted to see that even our featured tellers joined in as 
happy buyers.

It’s never too early to start dreaming up what you might 
craft or contribute for the 2027 Silent Auction—whether 
it’s a handmade treasure or a thoughtfully curated basket. 
Your creativity and generosity make all the difference. 
Thank you for your continued support!

Your Auction Crew,

Debbie Waddell, Fran Brown, and Barbara Bridgewater
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2025-2026 TSA  Governing Board

Michael Brundy, President
president@tejasstorytelling.com

John Hale, Vice President
vp@tejasstorytelling.com

Secretary - Open
secretary@tejasstorytelling.com

Tony Hardman, Treasurer
treasurer@tejasstorytelling.com

Barbara Bridgewater
bpbridgeh2o@hotmail.com

Ron Carter
poetdrummer1@yahoo.com 

Sarah Evans
sarah.evans@unt.edu

Sue Kuentz
sue.kuentz@gmail.com

Nancy Matthews
nancymatthews1023@gmaill.com

Pam Pipkin
pam.pipkin3@gmail.com

Darlene Richards
neldatone@gmail.com

David Thompson
belstories@yahoo.com

Debbie Waddell
dramamamadebbie@yahoo.com

Mission Statement:
Tejas Storytelling Association is a  

non-profit organization dedicated to 
fostering the appreciation of storytelling 

as an oral tradition, a performing art,  
and an educational tool.
PHONE: 940-380-9320

From the TSA President

Michael Brundy 
TSA President

The Power of Storytelling –  
and Why It Matters Now More 
Than Ever

Keeping the Tradition Alive Through 
Tejas Storytelling Association

Long before there were books, before there were 
screens, before there were stages—there were 
stories.

Stories passed from one generation to the next. Stories that taught 
lessons, preserved history, inspired courage and built community.

And today, storytelling is just as important – perhaps even more so.

In a world filled with constant information, storytelling cuts through 
the noise. It helps us make sense of our experiences. It builds empathy. 
It connects us across differences. It reminds us of our shared humanity.

That is where the Tejas Storytelling Association comes in.

Our mission is not simply to entertain – it is to preserve, promote, and 
advance the art of storytelling in meaningful ways.

We do this by creating opportunities for people to:

•	 Learn the craft of storytelling through workshops and training

•	 Practice in supportive environments like Story Circles and guild 
events

•	 Perform at festivals, conferences, and community events

We support storytellers at every stage – from those telling their very 
first story to seasoned performers who have been on the stage for 
decades. But beyond skill-building, we are building something deeper. 
We are building a community. A place where stories are valued. A place 
where voices are heard. A place where people can connect – not just 
through words, but through shared experience.

When someone tells a story, something powerful happens: We listen 
differently, we feel differently, we understand differently. And in that 
moment, we are no longer strangers. That is the power of storytelling.

And that is the work of the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Michael Brundy 
     President, Tejas Storytelling Association

mailto:vp@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:secretary@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:treasurer@tejasstorytelling.com
mailto:bpbridgeh2o@hotmail.com
mailto:Poetdrummer1@yahoo.com
mailto:sarah.evans@unt.edu
mailto:sue.kuentz@gmail.com
mailto:nancymatthews1023@gmaill.com
mailto:pam.pipkin3@gmail.com
mailto:neldatone@gmail.com
mailto:belstories@yahoo.com
mailto:dramamamadebbie@yahoo.com
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TSA News

The 2026 Board of Directors election will take 
place from April 1–30. To help you make an informed 
decision, we are pleased to introduce the following 
candidates who have stepped forward to serve our 
storytelling community.  
Submission Contact: tsa@tejasstorytelling.com

Vanessa Y. Rogers
Vanessa Y. Rogers is an award-winning storyteller, 

podcast host, and folklore enthusiast dedicated 
to exploring global heritage through expressive 
culture, including legends, mythology, and personal 
narratives. Holding a B.S. from UT Austin and an 
MBA from UTSA, her global perspective was shaped 
by teaching abroad. As the host of the Fabric of 
Folklore podcast, Vanessa uncovers the origins of 
fairy tales, folk music, and folktales. She currently 
serves on the boards of the Texas Folklore Society 
and the San Antonio Storytelling Association. 
Additionally, she is a Wolf Trap artist for the Tobin 
Center of the Performing Arts, where she specializes 
in integrating art into the classroom environment.

Dianne Rossbach
Dianne Rossbach is a spoken word artist, vocalist, 

and retired accountant who currently represents the 
Storytellers of New Mexico (STNM) Guild. She serves 
as the Resident Storyteller for the Rio Grande Nature 

Your Voice, Your Vote: TSA Board Election
As we build on the success of this year’s Texas Storytelling Festival and look ahead to an exciting season of 

programs, it’s time to focus on one of the most important responsibilities of our members—electing our Board 
of Directors.

Voting for the 2026 TSA Board will take place April 1–30.
Our board plays a key role in guiding the direction of the Tejas Storytelling Association—supporting our 

festival, conference, workshops, and storytelling community across Texas. This year, we have a strong group 
of candidates who have stepped forward to serve, each bringing valuable experience and a passion for 
storytelling. When you vote, you’re doing more than selecting leaders—you’re helping shape the future of TSA. 
We encourage every member to participate because the future of our story… is in your hands.

Learn. Practice. Perform. Lead.

Center State Park, sharing monthly “Stories Under 
the Cottonwood Tree.” Dianne brings significant 
leadership experience to the board, having served as 
a Board Member and Treasurer for both STNM and 
the Albuquerque Folk Festival. Her storytelling roots 
trace back to Minnesota tall tales and Voyageur 
histories learned in the limestone tunnels of St. 
Paul. Dianne is eager to serve on the TSA Board to 
expand her portfolio of mentors and gain a deeper 
understanding of how the Texas Storytelling Festival 
comes together.

Vivian Rutherford
Vivian is a retired Children’s Librarian who 

enjoys sharing stories with audiences of all ages 
and mentoring youth through the Heart of Texas 
Storytelling Guild in Waco. A member of TSA since 
2006, Vivian has a deep history of service, including 
roles as a past board member and Artistic Director 
for the 38th, 39th, and 40th Texas Storytelling 
Festivals. In 2024, her dedication was recognized 
with the Colson-Herndon Award. Vivian has been 
instrumental in local events like “Walking Tales” and 
“Porch Tales,” and has participated in the Storytellers 
in the Schools program. She seeks to serve again 
to help uphold the organization’s integrity while 
supporting an inclusive vision for its future.

Meet the Candidates: Tejas Storytelling Association Board of Directors

Continued  ...

mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
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Fran Brown
Fran Brown is a retired middle school English 

and speech teacher who is a passionate lover and 
promoter of the storytelling arts. Her connection 
to the community began with the stories of 
Donald Davis, which eventually led her to the TSA 
Summer Conference and the Tejas Festival. Fran 
has successfully integrated storytelling into the 
classroom using resources from Elizabeth Ellis and 
Donald Davis. Having volunteered at theNational 
Storytelling Festival in Jonesborough and facilitated 
the Silent Auction in Denton, she has gained a 
profound appreciation for the effort required to 
stage these events. One of her primary goals is to 
contribute her efforts to the board to help grow the 
association’s reach.

Deb Waddell
Deb Waddell was recently appointed to the 

board for a six-month term and is now standing 
for election to a full three-year term. She has been 
actively involved in board activities during her 
appointment. Professionally, she has also been 
leading outreach efforts to schools, librarians, and 
PTAs to promote “Tellers in the Schools.”

Darlene Richards
Darlene Richards was also appointed for a six-

month period and is now eligible for a full three-year 
term. She has actively participated in board work 
and currently manages the association’s festival 
logistics, including hotel negotiations and catering 
for events. Additionally, she plays a key role in TSA’s 
marketing by managing daily social media activity.

Sara Evans
Dr. Sarah Evans is seeking election to a full three-

year term following her six-month appointment to 
the board. She has been a consistent participant 
in board work and governance. Dr. Evans is also an 
active storyteller within the community, recently 
featured as a teller for the November Tellabration!™ 
adult concert. She has also helped supervise the 
Story Store at the most recent Festival.

Ron Carter
Ron Carter is standing for election to a second 

three-year term, as permitted by the Association’s 
bylaws. He currently serves as a board member 
and has been instrumental in the association’s 
development, specifically through his work 
in managing and submitting numerous grant 
applications for future festivals and conferences.

Meet the Board
Meet Debbie (Deb) Waddell, 

affectionately known as The Drama 
Mama. For more than 30 years, she 
has been teaching and telling stories, 
planting “Story Seeds” across time and nurturing 
the child that lives in each of us. Deb holds an MFA 
in Theatre with an emphasis in Youth Theatre, along 
with alllevel certification in Reading, English, and 
Theatre. 

She brings this passion and expertise to TSA by 
developing Storytelling in the Schools, co-hosting 
the TSA Story Circle, and contributing her endless 
collection of Story Objects to the annual Festival 
Silent Auction.

Deb is always ready to share a story. You can 
reach her at dramamamadebbie@yahoo.com.

In Memoriam:  
Della Noble Bennett

The Rockwall Storytelling Guild 
joins our dear friend and fellow 
storyteller Vivica Deanes in mourning 

the passing of her mother, Della Noble Bennett, 
who left this world on March 4, 2026.

Della’s life was shaped by quiet strength, deep 
compassion, and a steady devotion to the people 
she loved. Her legacy lives on in Vivica, whose own 
gift for story, community, and connection reflects 
the values her mother instilled. In every tale Vivica 
shares, there is an echo of Della’s grace.

We hold Vivica and her family close in our hearts 
as they navigate this season of loss. May Della’s 
memory be a blessing, and may her spirit continue 
to shine through the stories yet to be told.

mailto:dramamamadebbie@yahoo.com
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Guild News

Guild Dues: TSA would love for guilds to renew their membership dues through the TSA website (dues are 
$1.00 per member, $10.00 minimum, $50.00 maximum): https://tejasstorytelling.com/guild-dues/

The Doc Moore Educational Outreach Fund is available to Affiliate Guilds in good standing and can 
help bring an exceptional storyteller to your guild for storytelling workshops. More information: https://
tejasstorytelling.com/guilds-organizations/doc-moore-educational-outreach-fund/

Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild 
By Vivian Rutherford

We were thrilled to have three youth tellers at this 
year’s Storytelling Festival—Kaitley Cowan, Claire 
Cason, and Adaline Cason. They represented the 
guild beautifully and proved once again that the 
future of storytelling is in very good hands.

Our own rising star, Ronald Carter, offered 
a powerful historical perspective through his 
firstperson portrayal of Uncle Dan McLennan, 
the formerly enslaved man connected to Waco’s 
McLennan County namesake, Neil McLennan.

A special shoutout to Barbara Bridgewater, guild 
member and Tejas Board Member, for lending her 
support at the Festival’s Silent Auction.

Vivian Rutherford proudly promoted Festival 
2026 through her participation in Tejas’ Tellers in the 
Schools program—a joyful day of sharing stories with 
students in grades K–5.

Up next is our annual spring event, Porch Tales, an 
afternoon of storytelling featuring both adult and 
youth tellers.

•	 Featured Guest Teller: Author & Storyteller 
Michael Bundy – Dallas, TX

•	 Date: April 25, 2026
•	 Time: 2–4 PM
•	 Location: Good Neighbor House, 2301 Colcord 

Ave, Waco, TX

•	 Details: Free event • Outdoor entertainment • 
Refreshments • Family friendly

•	 Open mic and guest tellers welcome
•	 For more information, call 254-717-1763.

The North 40 Guild 
The guild continues to enjoy sharing stories at 

the Heritage Farmstead, where we also hold our 
meetings. In March, members provided storytelling 
for a Home School Day at the farm. The event was 
well attended, and both students and parents 
responded with enthusiasm.

We also had strong attendance at the festival. 
Minetta Smith delivered a gripping telling of the true 
story of Al Packard, the Colorado Cannibal, during 
the Spooky Tales concert. And kudos to member 
Michael Brundy for his dedicated leadership within 
Tejas.

San Antonio Storytellers
SASA continues to host our Hybrid “San 

Antonio Story Night” on the first Wednesday 
of each month. We’re on Facebook as “San 
Antonio Storytelling Association” and our website 
is https://sanantoniostorytellers.com. We keep 
business to a bare minimum--mostly reporting 
upcoming SASA and TSA events--then get right into 
telling stories. After all, that’s the real reason people 
come! For those who are more involved in storytelling 
and more willing, we have an open leadership council. 
We find a role for anyone who is willing to do the 
deeper work which keeps an organization going 
strong. 

https://tejasstorytelling.com/guild-dues/
https://tejasstorytelling.com/guilds-organizations/doc
https://tejasstorytelling.com/guilds-organizations/doc
http://www.sanantoniostorytellers.com/
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Storytellers of New Mexico
Master storyteller, Elizabeth Ellis’ monthly online 

concerts on April 26th and May 31st at 4:30 PM.

Johanna & Scott Hongell-Darsee Concert in 
Farmington, NM on April 28th at 6 PM.

Duke City Story Slam on May 12th at 6 PM at the 
Canteen Brewhouse 2381 Aztec Road, Albuquerque, 
NM. For more detailed information on these events 
go to https://www.storytellersofnewmexico.org/.

The Territory Tellers
All are invited to the 

20th anniversary Spirit 
of Oklahoma Storytelling 
Festival taking place at 
Rose State College in 
Midwest City, OK on June 19-20, 2026. Their featured 
storyteller is the one and only Elizabeth Ellis! There 
will be social activities, a silent auction, workshops, 
story swaps, and concerts. Registration deadline 
for the festival is set for June 6th. Donations for the 
silent auction are being accepted. There are also 
opportunities for sponsorships for various festival 
events which are available for $100 each:

Registration, Friday’s Social Activity, Saturday’s 
Pails and Tales, Silent Auction,

Workshop with Elizabeth Ellis, Story Swap, First 
Saturday Concert, 

Second Saturday Concert, Evening Territory Tellers 
Concert, Evening Concert.

For more information on sponsorships contact 
the committee members: Teresa Vail, Donna Le, 
Rosemary Czarski, or Tony Hardman. Additional 
information available at www.territorytellers.com. 

Guild News Bits ‘n Pieces

More Honors for Mike Guinn
Tejas Storytelling Association Member Mike 

Guinn has received 4 nominations. The awards takes 
place Sept 19th in Georgia and his nominations 
are a testament to hard work and dedication to 
excellence: 

•	 Poet of the Year
•	 Host of the Year
•	 Promoter of the Year 
•	 PR/Marketing of the Year

This comes from the 19th Annual Prayze Factor 
Awards Out Of Atlanta. Michael also hosts the TSA’s 
Story and Poetry Slams each year at the Festival 
and is a voting member of the Grammys and NAACP 
Image Awards. Michael resides in North Richland Hills 
but has received national recognition as a writer/
poet/actor and a Grammy-considered Spoken Word 
artist.

Jackalope
A special shoutout to our 

workshop presenter, Richard 
Lamb, whose traveling 
Jackalope storytelling setup—
complete with wall maps—
invites audiences to connect 
with place and imagination. 
Last summer, six visitors from Kuwait even stopped 
to pose with the Jackalope during a library program 
in New Mexico, proving that great stories travel far.

Mining for Gold: Finding Story 
Inspiration in the Everyday
By Michael Brundy

We are all members of a vibrant, living tradition, 
and that tradition is constantly being fed by the 
world around us. While we cherish our traditional 
tales, sometimes the greatest inspiration for our 
next powerful narrative is hiding in plain sight. For 

Continued  ...

https://www.storytellersofnewmexico.org
http://www.territorytellers.com/
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storytellers looking to diversify their repertoire or 
create original material, the world is your vast library.

Where to Look for Your Next Great Story:
1. The Local Legend Cache: Tap into the history 

of your immediate area. Talk to long-time residents, 
visit local historical societies, or browse old town 
records. Every community has a quirky founder, a 
forgotten disaster, or a unique geographical feature 
with a story attached. Telling a local legend instantly 
connects you to the people and the land you are 
speaking to.

2. The Humble News Item: Skip the major 
headlines and look for human-interest stories in the 
back pages or local sections of the newspaper or 
online. A brief piece about a strange animal rescue, 
an unexpected act of kindness, or a small personal 
triumph can be the seed for a moving, contemporary 
narrative. Ask yourself: What is the universal truth at 
the heart of this small event?

3. The Family Artifact: Stories are contained 
in objects. Pick up an old photograph, a piece of 
inherited jewelry, or a well-worn tool. Don’t just tell 
its history; tell the feelings associated with it. Who 
used it? What were their hopes? What happened the 
day they acquired it? These personal, intimate tales 
often resonate the deepest because they speak 
to the shared human experience of love, loss, and 
memory.

The takeaway: Storytelling is not just about 
retelling; it’s about re-seeing. Open your eyes to the 
stories unfolding in the ordinary moments of life, and 
you will never run out of material.

Bits ‘n Pieces

Tejas Storytelling Association cares about all Members.
Sometimes we lose touch with our valued Members.

Please let us know when a TSA Member experiences a 
milestone, celebration or passing so that we may honor 

our Members more fully.
Contact the TSA office: (940) 380-9320  

or tsa@tejasstorytelling.com

TSA’s Free Virtual Event 
Programs
TSA Virtual Storytelling Circle – Be on the lookout 
for notifications about dates and times. Hosted by 
Barbara Bridgewater and Deborah Waddell.

Mastering the Art of Storytelling – a monthly 
series designed to help you refine your storytelling 
skills and deepen your connection to the art of 
storytelling. Go to the TSA website or https://
workshops.tejasstorytelling.com to learn more.

mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
https://workshops.tejasstorytelling.com
https://workshops.tejasstorytelling.com
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Affiliate Guild Meetings
Lil D, Denton Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Denton Area)
Meets the 3rd Thursday of the month at various 
locations. ALL are welcome!
Contact Elizabeth Beamon at  
magicbean2000@aol.com

Mesquite Storytellers of Abilene (IN PERSON)
(Abilene Area)
Meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month (except 
December), 6:00 pm
Abilene Public Library – downtown
Contact:  Beverly Priddy, 325-513-6148;  
bevpriddy@gmail.com or Abbie Randolph, 325-669-
4501, abbie.randolph@yahoo.com

North 40 Storytellers Guild (IN PERSON & VIRTUAL)
(Far North Dallas and Collin Counties)
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month,  7:00 pm
Young House of Heritage Farmstead Museum, Plano
Contact: Minetta Smith 214-773-2405 or Dean Keith 
214-923-7785
Guild email: info@north40storyteller.com
https://north40storytellers.com/

Rockwall Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON & VIRTUAL)
(Rockwall Area)
Meets Virtually the 4th Tuesday of the month, 6:00 
pm on Zoom
and at Rockwall County Library (Second Floor), 
Rockwall, TX
Contact:  Viveca Deanes, 334-552-0748, 
rockwallstorytelling@gmail.com

San Antonio Storytellers Association (IN PERSON & 
VIRTUAL)
(South Central Texas)
Meets 1st Wednesday of the month, 6:45 – 8:00 PM  
Hybrid (Live and on virtual Zoom at  O’Krent Floors, 
2075 N Loop 1604 E, San Antonio, TX 78232. Please 
email Sue Kuentz if you would like the Zoom Link
Contact: Sue Kuentz, 210-326-7877, 
sue.kuentz@gmail.com
Website: https://www.sanantoniostorytellers.com/
Facebook Page – San Antonio Storytellers

Santa Fe StoryCrafters (VIRTUAL)
Second Wednesday of each month
6:30-8:30 pm MST on ZOOM.
Storycrafters meets online monthly -- providing a 
welcoming space to share a story in development, an 
old favorite, and idea you’re percolating.
Santa Fe Program Coordinators, Regina Ress, 
reginaress260@gmail..com and Lucinda deLorimier, 
lsdelorimier@gmail.com

ABQ Story Crafting
Every last Tuesday of the month
6:30 - 8:00 PM
Monte Vista Christian Church,
3501 Campus Blvd. NE, Albuquerque, NM
Storycrafting is not a storytelling class, but a 
community space for trying out new stories - be it 
the germ of an idea, a partial story, or completed 
story that needs a run-through.  Everyone is welcome 
from newbies to seasoned tellers. Albuquerque 
Program Coordinator, DustyDeen@gmail.com 

Central Texas Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Austin Area)
Meets 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7:00 pm
at Rabbi Raine’s La Casa; contact Raine for address
Contact: Raine Teller rebbaraine@icloud.com

Dallas Storytelling Guild (VIRTUAL)
(Dallas Area)
Story Circle meets the 2nd Wednesday of the month, 
7:00–9:00 pm
Contact:  Peggy Helmick-Richardson, 469-955-0595, 
peggy@twicetellers.com
https://dallasstorytelling.org/

Doc Moore Storytelling Guild  (VIRTUAL)
Meets the 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30-7:00pm
Request to be added to the list:
Contact: Tim Tingle, President, 830-832-4288, 
luksi853@outlook.com

East Texas Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Tyler/Henderson/Kilgore/Holly Lake/Diana Area)
Please contact for meeting location and time:  
Dru Woods, 903-769-0702, druwoods@yahoo.com

Heart of Texas Storytelling Guild (IN PERSON)
(Waco Area)
Adults – Meets 4th Saturday of the month, 10:30 am
The Good Neighbor House, 2301 Colcord Ave., Waco
Youth – Meet Wednesdays, September – May, 4:30-
5:30pm (except on holidays)
at the Hewitt Public Library, Hewitt, TX
Contact: Vivian Rutherford, 254-717-1763,  
vivian.rutherford@thestorylady.org
https://www.facebook.com/
HeartOfTexasStorytellingGuild/

Houston Storytellers Guild (VIRTUAL)
(Houston Area)
Meets Virtually 4th Tuesday of the month, 7:00 pm
Contact Sally Goodroe, goodroe@earthlink.net
http://houstonstorytellers.org;   
hsg@houstonstorytellers.org

mailto:magicbean2000@aol.com
mailto:bevpriddy@gmail.com
mailto:abbie.randolph@yahoo.com
mailto:info@north40storyteller.com
https://north40storytellers.com
mailto:rockwallstorytelling@gmail.com
mailto:sue.kuentz@gmail.com
https://www.sanantoniostorytellers.com
mailto:lsdelorimier@gmail.com
mailto:DustyDeen@gmail.com
mailto:rebbaraine@icloud.com
mailto:peggy@twicetellers.com
https://dallasstorytelling.org
mailto:luksi853@outlook.com
mailto:druwoods@yahoo.com
mailto:vivian.rutherford@thestorylady.org
https://www.facebook.com/HeartOfTexasStorytellingGuild
https://www.facebook.com/HeartOfTexasStorytellingGuild
mailto:goodroe@earthlink.net
http://houstonstorytellers.org
mailto:hsg@houstonstorytellers.org
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Affiliate Guild Meetings

Stories for Kids & Families (IN PERSON)
First Saturday of the Month
10:30 – 11 am
COAS Books - Las Cruces, NM 
A free family friendly storytelling Featuring STNM 
storytellers and members of Storytellers of Las 
Cruces. This event has been going on for decades – 
to much appreciation from the local community. 

Stories under the Cottonwood Tree (IN PERSON)
3rd Saturday of the month 
10:30-11:30 AM
Rio Grande Nature Center State Park, 2901 
Candelaria Blvd., NW, Albuquerque, NM 87107
Gather in the Rio Grande Nature Center State 
Park’s Main Garden Outdoor Classroom for legends 
& myths, adapted & told by Storyteller Dianne 
Rossbach. https://rgnc.org

Storytellers of Las Cruces (VIRTUAL)
3rd Monday of the month
First Presbyterian Church, 200 E. Boutz Rd., Las 
Cruces, NM
Social at 3 pm; Meeting from 3:30-5:00 PM
Weekly storytelling at the COAS Bookstore from 
10:30-11 am every Saturday
Storytellers of Las Cruces encourages the 
appreciation of the good and beautiful in life and 
literature through the art of storytelling.

Storytellers of New Mexico
Storytellers of New Mexico promotes, supports, and 
encourages the history, art, and practice of 
storytelling. STNM produces original storytelling 
programming across the state, including monthly 
story crafting sessions, bi-monthly personal and/
or traditional storytelling shows, intermittent 
educational/workshop opportunities, and 
participation in two annual global storytelling 
showcases.
https://www.storytellersofnewmexico.org/

Storytellers of the High Plains (IN PERSON)
(Panhandle Area)
Contact: Dr. Trudy Hanson, mhanson16@suddenlink.
net or Eldrena Douma, bluecorn_teller@hotmail.com

Tarrant Area Guild of Storytellers (IN PERSON)
(Fort Worth/Tarrant County Area)
Contact: Sandra McGee,  817-808-1691;  
mcgeeroy@verizon.net

Territory Tellers (IN PERSON) 
The Territory Tellers is Oklahoma’s premier storytelling 
organization. Territory Tellers is an organization of 
storytellers, story listeners, and anyone who shares 
a love for the art of storytelling. Territory Tellers 
offers opportunities to learn the art of storytelling 
by supporting storytelling concerts, conducting 
workshops and providing information at professional 
conferences and local and regional events.
Website: https://territorytellers.com

https://rgnc.org
https://www.storytellersofnewmexico.org
mailto:mhanson16@suddenlink.net
mailto:mhanson16@suddenlink.net
mailto:bluecorn_teller@hotmail.com
mailto:mcgeeroy@verizon.net
https://territorytellers.com
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International Storytelling
A note about times: For the sake of simplicity, only UK 
(GMT) and American (EST) times are listed. To check and 
compare time zones in the USA, Europe and across the 
world, go to https://timeanddate.com

Title:	 Ballyeamon Barn
Location:	 Northern Ireland
Host/Organizer:	 Liz Weir
Frequency:	 Weekly
Day:	 Saturday
Time:	 8:30 – 10 PM UK time 
	 (3:30 – 5 PM US EST)
Access/Link/Info:	 Zoom ID 872 4401 0703 
	 Passcode: 678963
Notes: Open mic event. All comers welcome to tell a tale, 
recite a poem, play a tune, sing a song...

Title:	 Lichfield Story Circle
Location:	 England, UK
Host/Organizer:	 Cath Edwards (07816 061625)
Frequency:	 Monthly
Day:	 Every Fourth Monday
Time:	 7:30 – 9 PM  
	 (2:30 – 4 PM US EST)
Access/Link/Info:	 Contact Cath Edwards via phone, text 
	 (SMS) or Whatsapp
Notes: Open mic event, all welcome, 10-minute slots.

Title:	 Once Upon a Wednesday (OUAW)
Location:	 England, UK
Host/Organizer:	 Paedar Murphy (+44 7749 136902)
Frequency:	 Weekly
Day:	 Wednesday
Time:	 8 – 10 PM (3 – 5 PM US EST)
Access/Link/Info	 Zoom meeting ID: 840 4782 9540  
	 Passcode: 25OUAW
Notes: Open mic storytelling event

Title:	 Story Round
Location:	 England, UK
Host/Organizer:	 Mike Rust
Frequency:	 Every other week
Day:	 Sunday
Time:	 6 – 8 PM (1 – 3 PM US EST)
Access/Link/Info	 Go to http://worldstorytellingcafe.com  
	 and click the “join” button.
Notes: Open mic storytelling event, organized under the 
umbrella of the World Storytelling Café (online).	

Title:	 Story Swap	
Location:	 Canada
Host/Organizer:	 Storytellers of Canada/Conteurs de Canada
Frequency:	 Weekly
Day:	 Sunday
Time:	 4 – 6 PM EST (9 – 11 PM UK time)
Access/Link/Info	 https://tinyurl.com/StorySwapCanada.
Notes: Open mic event. All comers welcome to tell a tale, 
personal story, recite a poem, play/sing a song…

Title:	 Tales & Tunes
Location:	 England, UK
Host/Organizer:	 Justine DeMierre
Frequency:	 Monthly
Day:	 Every first Wednesday
Time:	 8 – 10 PM (3 – 5 PM US EST)
Access/Link/Info	 Go to http://worldstorytellingcafe.com  
	 and click the “join” button.
Notes: Open mic event, All comers welcome to tell a tale, 
recite a poem, play/sing a song

Title:	 3rd Wednesday Storytellers
Location:	 England, UK
Host/Organizer:	 Sarah Lloyd-Winder
Frequency:	 Monthly
Day:	 Every third Wednesday
Time:	 Starts @ 8 PM (3 PM US EST)
Access/Link/Info	 Zoom meeting ID: 810 9139 4850  
	 Passcode: 070267
Notes: Established group of storytellers, but newcomers 
always welcome. Host sometimes suggest themes.

Title:	 Worldwide Ceilidh
Location:	 The Netherlands
Host/Organizer:	 Marin Millenar
Frequency:	 Monthly
Day:	 Every First Sunday
Time:	 4:30 PM CET  
	 (3:30 UK time, 10:30 AM US EST)
Access/Link/Info	 Zoom ID: 881 10216406 No Passcode
Notes: Open mic event. All comers welcome to tell a tale, 
recite a poem, play a tune/sing a song…

Title:	 Worldwide Virtual Storytelling Guild
Location:	 New York, USA
Host/Organizer:	 Northeast Storytelling (NEST)
Frequency:	 Monthly
Day:	 Every third Sunday
Time:	 1 – 2:30 PM EST ( 6 – 7:30 PM UK time)
Access/Link/Info	 Contact Cris Riedel of NEST:  
	 crisriedel05@gmail.com or join 
Notes: their Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/
worldwidevirtualstorytellingguild 
Open mic event, all welcome. Suggested themes.

https://timeanddate.com/
http://worldstorytellingcafe.com/
https://tinyurl.com/StorySwapCanada
http://worldstorytellingcafe.com
mailto:crisriedel05@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/worldwidevirtualstorytellingguild
https://www.facebook.com/worldwidevirtualstorytellingguild
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The Tejas Teller is the quarterly newsletter 
published by the Tejas Storytelling 
Association.
Editor: Sandra Aguirre-Magaña 
Production: Karen Wollscheid 
Contributors: varies for each issue
Tejas Teller submission deadline is the 
last Friday of the month of each calendar 
quarter end: March, June, September, and 
December. 
General news items can be sent to the 
editor at magana.sandra525@gmail.com
Currently the Tejas Teller is being 
distributed electronically to email 
addresses stored with TSA membership 
records. If you would like a printed copy 
of the newsletter, please notify the TSA 
Office at tsa@tejasstorytelling.com.

214 W. Hickory St. 
Denton, TX 76201

DONATIONS
We need your support in our mission of 

storytelling. Please send your tax deductible 
donation in support of storytelling and our mission 
in this region. Thank you!

CHECK: Mail your donation check to TSA, 214 W. 
Hickory St., Denton, TX 76201.

ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations

MEMBERSHIP
If you are not a member, come and join our 

storytelling family and friends in our region. We can 
spread the tradition and the power of storytelling. All 
are welcome; every member is important, whether 
story listener, storyteller, or story lover.

Even if you took some time off or have been a 
member in the past, we would love have you back!

Membership Categories: (Yearly)
Individual: ........................................$35
Family: ..............................................$60
Organization: .................................. $75
Youth (age 18 and younger):........$10

»» CHECK: Print the TSA Membership Application 
found on our website under the Membership 
tab and mail with your check or credit card 
information to TSA, 214 W. Hickory St., Denton, 
TX 76201.

»» PHONE: Phone the TSA office any time: 940-
380-9320. We will return your call, answer 
your questions, and record your credit card 
information for billing.

»» ONLINE: http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/
Membership

TSA’s mission is to foster an appreciation of 
storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art, 
and an educational tool. Our members are a vital 
part in making this mission succeed. We need you!

Storytelling Event Free Advertising
Submit your event on our webpage for all to see! 
You can list your Affiliate Guild events on the Tejas 
Storytelling Association’s website.
Simply go to https://tejasstorytelling.com and click 
on Submit Event Listing under the Event Calendar 
tab in the top menu. 
If you submit early enough, it will go into our next 
newsletter. This is just one of the services offered 
by the Tejas Storytelling Association.
https://tejasstorytelling.com/events

Don’t miss any of the Facebook posts 
highlighting storytellers, concerts and activities  

at the Tejas Storytelling Association.

Like us! Become a friend! Share!
https://facebook.com/tejasstorytellingassociation 
https://facebook.com/texasstorytellingfestival

Tejas Storytelling Association 
Non-Discrimination and Social Justice 
Policy

The Tejas Storytelling Association is organized 
and operates with the purpose of seeking out 
and encouraging audiences and storytellers 
from diverse backgrounds. We firmly commit 
our organization to equality, fairness, safety, and 
justice for all. Whenever and wherever we gather, 
we commit to providing a safe and inclusive 
environment.

We oppose acts of discrimination, harassment, 
hate, or violence against groups or persons 
based on age, race, ethnicity or nationality, color, 
religious belief, gender, sexual orientation or gender 
identification, health or physical disability, and 
experience. We oppose injustice and oppression in 
whatever forms they might take.

We commit our organization to operate in a way 
that represents the best practices of environmental 
stewardship.

mailto:magana.sandra525@gmail.com
mailto:tsa@tejasstorytelling.com
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Donations
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Membership
http://tsa23.wildapricot.org/Membership
http://www.tejasstorytelling.com
https://tejasstorytelling.com/events
https://facebook.com/tejasstorytellingassociation
https://facebook.com/texasstorytellingfestival 

